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To my beloved family and all my dear ones, whose love, support, and belief in me have been the truest magic in my life. 

[image: ]And to every fantasy lover who still believes that even the smallest heart can shine brightly enough to light an entire kingdom – this story is dedicated to you. 

[image: ]High above the oldest tower in the Kingdom of Gloom lived a round little mouse named Elroy. His soft grey fur was forever untidy, his whiskers curled in every direction, and his bright eyes always wore a thoughtful frown. Ever since he was born among the dusty rafters of the ancient palace, Elroy had wished for only one thing—to bring hope back to his kingdom.

The Kingdom of Gloom was a place where heavy clouds never seemed to leave the sky. Streets were quiet, gardens had forgotten how to bloom, and smiles were as rare as shooting stars. Many magical creatures believed that sadness was simply the way life would always be. But Elroy refused to believe that happiness had disappeared forever.

[image: ]

Every day, Elroy watched his neighbours lose a little more courage. General Ardan, the mighty golden forest tiger who had once protected every creature with fearless strength, now wandered silently beneath the dark trees, convinced that hope had vanished from the world. Seeing such brave hearts surrender filled Elroy with quiet determination.

[image: ]

Although Elroy was the smallest creature in the palace, he carried the biggest dream. "Someone has to change our story," he whispered to
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