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 Introduction:

	 

	Of the numerous blessings of Allah, Knowledge is one of the greatest blessings. To whomsoever Allah, the Lord of the worlds, grants the knowledge of religion, it is a sign that Allah has willed good for him.

	 

	The Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, said:

	 

	To whom Allah wills good, He grants the understanding of religion.

	 

	This is the blessing that Allah bestowed upon the Prophets. And this is the same blessing that elevates them in rank above others. Allah gives the knowledge of revelation to His Prophets and Messengers. And through this knowledge they guide the people. They bring them out of darkness into light. This is the knowledge through which a person recognizes his Creator and Master. This is the knowledge through which one knows the straight path of Allah. This is the knowledge through which man distinguishes between Halal and Haram and between good and evil. If a person does not have this knowledge then he is blind despite having all other tools.

	 

	For there are two types of light: One is the external light that man receives from outside. And the other light is that which is in man's eyes.

	 

	If a man is blind, he cannot see despite the presence of light.

	 

	But even if a man has sight, he is not able to see when he is in darkness.

	 

	Therefore, even if he has eyes, he is unable to see.

	 

	Because of darkness, he is unable to see anything.

	 

	In the same way, no matter how intelligent a person is in the world. No matter how capable he is, no matter how much consciousness he has. If he does not have the knowledge that comes from Allah, he will continue to wander in darkness despite having a mind and understanding.

	 

	It is therefore necessary for a person to have knowledge of Allah, which is the knowledge of the Qur'an and Sunnah.

	 

	And the person who has knowledge cannot be the same as the one who has no knowledge.

	 

	The one who has knowledge follows the straight path based on evidence.

	 

	The one who has no knowledge always needs others. He cannot make decisions on his own.

	 

	Similarly, the one who has knowledge can guide others.

	 

	But the one who has no knowledge cannot guide others.

	 

	Nor can he guide himself in matters of worship or morals.

	 

	Similarly, both are not equal in terms of responsibility.

	 

	Knowledgeable people have more responsibility and confidence and their virtue is also greater than others in this matter.

	 

	By guiding others, they also earn a share of their worship and good deeds.

	 

	This is something that cannot be achieved by one who has no knowledge. Because he cannot guide others

	 

	Rather, he walks under the guidance of others. In this sense, he earns his reward but is deprived of the rewards he could earn when he guides others.

	 

	Allah, Exalted is He, says in the Noble Qur'an:

	 

	Say (O Prophet) Are those who know equal to those who do not know?

	 

	Allah revealed in this verse

	 

	That those who have no knowledge cannot compete with those who have knowledge. Why? Because the position of those who have knowledge is higher than that of others.

	 

	Allah gives them a higher position because of their knowledge and their efforts in guiding others.

	 

	A person who has knowledge and knows the Names of Allah and His attributes realizes the greatness of Allah. Such a person is not equal to the one who does not know much about Allah or the one who does not know Allah's attributes.

	 

	Therefore, knowledge from the perspective of faith is a foundation through which one's knowledge is strengthened, and through which a person's faith is strengthened.

	 

	Likewise, when the knowledgeable person guides others, his reward exceeds those who act on their own under his guidance.

	 

	A man who prays his prayers will be rewarded with five prayers. But the knowledgeable one who corrects the prayers of others, and encourages them to pray, and due to his efforts if a hundred people start praying, then along with his prayers, he also receives the reward of the prayers of one hundred people.

	 

	From this point of view, that is, the point of view of the end result, the point of view of the hereafter, it greatly increases the reward of the one having knowledge.

	 

	That is why Allah, Exalted is He, says.

	 

	Only those who have understanding will pay attention.

	 

	Here it is also known that when a person makes a mistake, a person of knowledge takes the lead in fixing it compared to the rest. The ignorant person in contrast becomes stubborn when advised.

	 

	But when a wise person makes a mistake, then when he is warned, he immediately accepts this advice.

	 

	Therefore, we come to know that one needs knowledge to accept the advice. 

	 

	The student of knowledge considers the advice even if it comes from someone who is not knowledgeable. He sees what is said and not the one who says it and rectifies. Such a man acquires this capacity only as a result of high morals which is acquired by knowledge.

	 

	It is those who are endowed with understanding who receive and accept the advice.

	 

	Ponder verse number 9 of the Sura Az-Zumar in which Allah mentions the virtues of the people of knowledge.

	 

	A person should therefore try to seek knowledge. But to seek knowledge is not something that is optional, rather seeking knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim

	 

	While there is virtue in seeking knowledge, there is also an obligation.

	 

	Where Allah has called it virtuous, Allah has also declared it obligatory.

	 

	If a person does not acquire the obligatory knowledge, then he will be a sinner in the sight of Allah.

	 

	The Prophet of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

	 

	Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim

	 

	Everything seeks forgiveness for the seeker of knowledge, even the fish in the sea.

	 

	Imam Ibn Abd al-Barr narrated it in his book Jami Bayan al-IIrr and in Sahih Al-Jami Saghir, Shaykh Al-Albani declared it as sahih.

	 

	The number of the hadith is 3914.

	 

	It is clear from this hadith that seeking knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim, be he rich or poor, be he a man or a woman

	 

	Every responsible Muslim has to acquire knowledge, but what kind of knowledge?

	 

	Does it mean that one must acquire complete knowledge of the religion? No!

	 

	The scholars have said about this hadith, that a person who is obligated upon an action, or wants to act upon an action of worship, must acquire knowledge about it before acting.

	 

	If he wants to pray, then he must learn about prayer before he performs it.

	 

	If he wants to perform ablution, then he must learn how to perform it, how to do it according to the sunnah, and what are its rules.

	 

	So for any action that a person is responsible to do, any action that he intends to do, as long as he desires the act to be correct and to be accepted, then he must perform the act in the right way. It is obvious that this cannot happen without knowledge.

	 

	From this hadith we know, that it is obligatory for every Muslim to acquire knowledge of his religion.

	 

	The hadith that mentions the obligation of knowledge also mentions its virtues.

	 

	For a student of knowledge, everything seeks forgiveness for him. Even the fish in the sea. The question arises as to why this is so and why they pray for forgiveness for him.

	 

	Scholars say that when a student of knowledge acquires knowledge, then, as a result, he becomes a caller for good in the society. He becomes a good person and tries to call others towards good. He tries to help them to practice the religion of Allah. He tries to erase the evils of the society. He tries to bring the laws of Allah to the society. As a result of this, goodness descends from Allah. And this goodness, all people benefit from it. Even creatures benefit from it. Because of good deeds and the betterment of society, this goodness descends from Allah.

	 

	But when the society becomes corrupt, then the punishment comes from Allah because of the sinners who sin, then this loss is not only for humans and sinners, rather, it happens even to the other creations besides mankind. All creatures will then be under Allah's punishment.

	 

	So when the student erases the evils of society, then Allah's punishment does not come. And because of this, these creatures are also blessed with protection and they also benefit. Therefore, they pray for the student of knowledge, since because of him, the society improves and everyone is protected from Allah's punishment.

	 

	Hence for the student of Knowledge, everything asks for forgiveness. Even the fish in the sea do so.

	 

	So from this hadith, we come to know that the student of Knowledge will be on the path of knowledge, while he seeks knowledge. But from the very first moment of his seeking to acquire knowledge, the prayer of forgiveness for him begins with all creatures. Even the fish in the sea and the ants in their anthills pray for him. So it is a very noble thing for a man, out of part of his time to take out time to acquire knowledge of religion, that he acquires knowledge of the Qur'an and Sunnah.

	 

	Today in the 21st century, if seen in this context, then in this age and time, the importance of knowledge has increased a lot. This is because trials are also more and knowledge should be acquired to be saved from trials.

	 

	Only worship is not enough, knowledge is very important to avoid trials and tribulation, to distinguish between good and evil, and to distinguish between truth and falsehood.

	 

	It is very important for a person to acquire knowledge to avoid doubts.

	 

	We have before us a hadith of the Prophet of Allah which gives special guidance for this period.

	 

	The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) says:

	 

	You are in a time when, there are many jurisprudents, there are many who have deep knowledge of religion. But those who give lectures or sermons are few. There are few who ask questions, but there are many who answer. In this age. action is better than knowledge.

	 

	That is, the obligation Allah has imposed on knowledge, that is after attaining it, a person should start practicing it. Action is more necessary and better in during the time of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

	 

	The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: But soon there will come a time, when jurisprudence will decrease, those who have deep knowledge of jurisprudence and religion will remain few. In that age. there will be an increase in lecturers, speakers. There will be many who will ask questions, but there will be few who will be able to answer them. At that time, knowledge will be better than action.

	 

	This hadith tells us that in the final era, the speakers will be many, but only a few will have a deep knowledge of religion.

	 

	There will be people who respond, but those who respond correctly will be very few.

	 

	There will be fewer people who will be qualified to respond correctly.

	 

	The speakers will be many but the correct speakers will be few.

	 

	In such an age, people's questions will increase and new problems will come before the people because of technology, because of the advancement of science.

	 

	And likewise, due to being globally connected, the influential boundaries of nations will disappear in such an era.

	 

	Questions will increase a lot, new problems will arise and the need for knowledge will increase in that era.

	 

	At that time, it will be better for a person to acquire knowledge and guide people than to engage in worship.

	 

	Instead of engaging in worship, it would be better for a person to acquire knowledge and spread it.

	 

	Spread knowledge among people, guide people and answer their questions.

	 

	To bring them out of ignorance, to remove their doubts.

	 

	So this period will be like the coming era.

	 

	Rather the era in which we are living, apparently it seems to be that very era.

	 

	There are so many speakers in the present age, that it has become difficult for the listener to make a choice in this regard.

	 

	There has been an increase in those who invoke misguidance.

	 

	Those who speak evil in the name of religion have increased.

	 

	Every man has a passion for speaking, every man has a YouTube channel where he is speaking what he wants.

	 

	He speaks on such an occasion, he speaks about things he has no right to speak about.

	 

	So in such an age, it will be necessary for a person to acquire the knowledge of religion in depth.

	 

	Then, through this knowledge, to bring people out of misguidance and guide them rightly.

	 

	This hadith has been narrated by Imam At-Tabarani in Musnadush Shamiyin and

	 

	In As-Sahiha, hadith 3189, Shaykh al-Albani says that the chain is hasan.

	 

	It is known from this hadith that the importance of knowledge will increase in the last era.

	 

	This shows that the time will never come when knowledge will not be necessary but as time passes, the importance of knowledge will increase.

	 

	Therefore, a student of knowledge should not be lazy in seeking
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