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Do You Disappoint Jesus?

The Bible is full of many godly and ungodly characters who disappointed God by disobeying Him. Have you ever thought that you were a disappointment to Jesus? I have. Well, if you have those thoughts, don't feel alone. You can bet many people have had the same distressing thoughts. Many times!

When you read of the many ungodly characters in the Bible who disobeyed and disappointed God, they should remind you that disobedience to God can bring severe judgment and death. But all is not lost. By the grace of Christendom, those who repented after disobeying God are now in heaven.

Before delving into the Bible lesson, let me present myself as a flawed example. For almost one-third of my life, I more or less just refused to acknowledge both God and Jesus Christ. Well, maybe “refused” is a little too stringent, because, in a way, I was searching for Jesus.

Mom was Presbyterian. As a family, Dad, Mom, my brother Allan and I didn't attend church services more than a dozen times. If that?

In my early teens, George, a friend of mine, took me to attend CYO (Catholic Youth Organization) meetings. When the priest was conducting a lesson on why we should all call Him “Father,” and the Pope “Father,” plus, every other Catholic priest “Father,” as well, I knew the Bible well enough to know that Matthew 23:9 reported Jesus said, “And call no man your Father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.” So this verse was brought into the discussion, and the rebuttal the priest gave wasn't very convincing.

In fact, you could see on the faces of the other teenagers that they did not believe the weak reasoning he provided. So on that note, I didn't attend any more CYO studies because I didn't want my troublesome questions to influence the faith that these other classmates apparently had.

So, as mentioned before, I pretty much ignored Jesus by not attending any church, but I did delve into the Bible on rare occasions. That situation stayed pretty much the same even as I graduated high school, and joined the Marine Corps, and volunteered to deploy to South Vietnam. Extra pay for combat duty was a strong incentive, but the call of adventure was even more alluring. When you're in Vietnam, stationed in the northern I-Corps area in a place called Phu Bai, it can be a dicey situation.

It was a dangerous place. Especially, because it was in close proximity to the ARVN (Army of the Republic of Vietnam) boot camp. When the rockets would come pouring in day or night, many troops became appreciatively closer to God than they had been. Most everyone found themselves talking to God and asking God for his protection. Well, at least that's what I was doing. I'm fairly sure many fellow Marines and soldiers were praying for their personal protection as the rockets and mortar rounds rained down and exploded within our perimeter. At least many of us prayed until the “All Clear” was sounded. 

One hellish night, I was posted at the most remote guard shack the Marine camp had. This bunker was very close to the far outer fence of the ARVN boot camp, which was surrounded by triple-strands of concertina wire (curly barbed wire) strung around the base. That particular night, the VC lobbed in more than a thousand surface-to-surface rockets and mortars to try to break the morale of the ARVN troops that were training in the boot camp to be allies fighting on our side. The missiles were falling long, and the mortar rounds were falling short and exploding all around, not on their intended target. They were blowing up all around my bunker. You could hear shrapnel screaming through the air and striking the outside layers of our sandbagged walls. Then our own mortar platoon decided to kick in, and guess what, some of their maladjusted rounds were also landing close to my position.

Not one minute lapsed without a resounding explosion. I'm here to tell you that was one scary night. A very scary night. Even though I often acted blasé towards God, He was always there to protect me, every day of my life.

After the Marine Corps, I returned to Wisconsin, and as things worked out, I was soon going to become a father. We got married, of course. I say, of course, because back in the 1960s, that was the responsible, expected thing to do. My attitude towards the organized Church hadn't changed, even though my wife was a Lutheran. We'd go to the Sussex Lutheran Church pretty much every Sunday. But when I say we'd go to church, what actually happened is she and our baby daughter would enter the church, while I would sit out in the car and read the Sunday paper.

Thinking back, I might hang my head in shame, except now I know I was forgiven even before I sinned. Still, I have to think God was really disappointed in me back then. That is a heavy burden I continue to carry. I let God down most of my life. But guess what, He didn't give up on me, and eventually I started to spend more time in the church, and within a few weeks I decided to be baptized. 

My church attendance kicked up a gear, so I was there most every Sunday. I only attended on Sundays though, my wife, Renee, attended more often that I did. My mindset was that once a week was plenty of church time. Things being the way they were, being married with a newborn, the benefits of military service seemed to be a smart idea. So I went to the different Recruiting Offices and enlisted in the army to sign up for a second volunteer tour in Vietnam.

When I joined up, my career goals were to make the rank of Staff Sergeant in a couple of years and go to OCS. Then, if the Almighty Lord was willing, I'd be able to retire as a captain in the army at 20 years. Everything seemed to work out according to plan. While we were stationed in Germany, Texas, and other places, we went to church once a week. But I felt I wasn't doing as much for God as He wanted me to do.

Near my retirement, my unmarried daughter became pregnant, and we adopted her son Jacob as soon as he was born. So my grandson was my son. For the next ten years, the devil was influencing my marriage, and a divorce after 30 years was the result. I became an estranged pariah to my first wife, daughter and adopted son. They elected to keep me completely out of their lives and still maintain that attitude—much to my continuing dismay.

For several years, I sold furniture. Once I retired from Rooms To Go, I made time to work more for the Lord. As a volunteer, I've helped as a Church usher, finance officer, and prison chaplain. I revisited my 'sprinkled' baptism and did it the proper way by full submersion. For a couple of years, I served as the chairman of the Church's Baptism Committee. Which may sound more prestigious than it actually was. My main tasks were to fill the baptismal tub with warm water and have the handkerchiefs and towels close at hand. After the service, the laundry and cleanup duties were all mine. Woopie!

I apologize for being so verbose about how disappointing I was to God, and still am, but I became more faithful and somewhat more diligent in working for Him.

The Bible is filled with stories of people who disappointed God and Christ. We can start at the very beginning with the downfall of Adam and Eve.

When God saw they had gone against His commands, he was rightfully disappointed. Adam and Eve had everything they needed, but they had chosen to listen to the serpent instead of trusting in God. Remember, Adam and Eve shared just one piece of fruit that they weren’t supposed to eat. For that single sin, God unleashed a series of curses. Eve was afflicted with agonizing childbirth and life's relationship conflicts (Genesis 3:16). What God told Adam is recorded in Genesis 3:17-19.

[image: ]Then God said to the man,

“I commanded you not to eat from that tree.

But you listened to your wife and ate from it.

So I will curse the ground because of you.

You will have to work hard all your life to produce food.

The ground will grow thorns and weeds for you.

And you will have to eat the plants that grow wild in the fields.

You will work hard for your food,

until your face is covered with sweat.

You will work hard until the day you die,

and then you will become dust again.

I used dust to make you, and when you die, you will become dust again.”

From then on, it would be difficult and torturous to scrape out a living. To top it off, God forced Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden and made them break ground for their own garden. They never returned to Eden and faced a world filled with pain and mounting hardships. (Genesis 3:23-24). God did all of that just for one mistake? How many mistakes have we made, and how disappointing have we been?

With that said, let’s study several more characters in the Bible who disobeyed God. 

King Saul is certainly an interesting Old Testament character. He disobeyed God, and because of this disobedience, the Lord took away the kingdom he was supposed to rule and gave it to King David.

Saul’s disobedience, as seen in 1 Samuel 15:7, was that he didn’t completely fulfill God's instructions. The Lord had commanded him explicitly what to do concerning the Amalekites, as read in 1 Samuel 15:1.

If you read further in that chapter, you will see that King Saul only partially carried out what God commanded him concerning the Amalekites. He spared Agag and the sheep and animals they owned rather than destroying them as instructed.

As a result of Saul's blunder, the Lord ended up rejecting him as Israel's king. This is despite the fact that he tried to remedy the situation by offering burnt offerings, which God also rejected.

We should see the danger of submitting to our human fears rather than obeying God. Saul failed to follow God’s simple instructions due to his fear. This made God reject him from being king, and later he died by suicide by sword, as read in 1 Samuel 31:1-5.

Just so everyone does not believe that it is only the men of the Bible who disappointed God, here is the recorded life of Tamar, a famous woman revealed in Genesis 38:1. Tamar left her family at a young age to wed into the family of Judah. In these ancient times, a woman’s value was determined by her offspring. However, she was unable to bear children with her first husband, Er, so God struck him down, and she married her second brother, Onan.

Onan refused to conceive with Tamar, so God punished him, and he also died. By law, Tamar then married a third brother and was still unable to conceive. Faced with the fear of being childless and destitute, she set out for justice. Dressed as a prostitute, she coerced her father-in-law, Judah, to have sex with her, and she bore twin sons. While her actions were unethical and she almost lost her life for it, one of the sons was the ancestor of King David, and shared their direct lineage.

Staying in the Old Testament, let's review some of the Lows and Highlights in the life of King David.

Even though King David was a godly person later in life and after God’s own heart, he disobeyed God several times. In 1 Chronicles 21:1, if you follow the story, you will notice King David was not allowed to number the children of Israel, but did it anyway. Consequently, God struck the children of Israel with a plague for three days. A side point of this example is: When you sin, others may suffer for your disobedience.

In another example, King David disobeyed God by committing adultery when he slept with Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba. King David dispatched his soldiers to murder Uriah, as seen in 2 Samuel 13:1-27. Not only was this disconcerting, but it was also downright evil. 

After committing these dreadful sins, we read that God punished King David. You might say, the ripples of David's sins led to murder and incest in his own family as Amnon slept with Absalom’s sister, Tamar (2 Samuel 13:1-39). Absalom later killed Amnon. Even if David was punished for his disobedience to God, the good news is that he repented and was forgiven. He is in heaven now.

Another Bible character disappointing and disobeying the Lord was King Ahab, who committed numerous wicked and evil deeds. In fact, he committed more atrocities than any ruler who preceded him.

The first act of disobedience he did against the Lord was marrying the evil queen Jezebel, who, as an idol worshiper, practiced witchcraft as seen in 1 Kings 16:30-33. She also influenced King Ahab to do the same evil acts. As a consequence
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