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Introduction
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My life in Christ started in February 1999 when I was just a first-year student in senior secondary school in Ghana National College, Cape Coast. Upon advice to join the Scripture Union when I got to campus, I attended one of the meetings, which happened to be my very first participation, responded to an altar call and got saved. 

My deep love for the Lord, His people and His work drew me to give myself to the service of the Lord, serving faithfully in three different Christian groups on the secondary school campus. When I gained admission to the University of Cape Coast in 2003 to study a degree programme in Computer Science, my training in real ministry began and I assisted in starting a church as a first-year student and went on to pastor two other churches by the time I was completing the school in 2007. 

I spent the next one and a half decade of my life in full-time ministry, serving as one of the international crusade directors of one of the most prolific evangelists in Africa and the world today; Evangelist Dag Heward-Mills. During this period, I was appointed as a pastor and later ordained as a Reverend Minister in 2011. 

I travelled across the continent of Africa, organizing mammoth crusades and doing missionary work in several countries as well. I was well raised in ministry and I knew quite a whole lot about the work of ministry, church planting, crusade organization and missionary work not just theoretically but experientially. This should tell you that I had really climbed the ladder of ministry. 

Sometime in 2017, while I was on the mission field in the nation of Malawi, the Holy Spirit started drawing my attention to something very important which would change my life forever. He asked me clearly, “If I am to take all of your pastor’s teachings and books from you, what will you have left?”. For many days, this same question kept ringing in my spirit till I started to look within myself for answers. Gradually, I began to feel an emptiness within and the more this reality dawned on me, the more I grew restless in my spirit. Then, one day, I gave an honest answer, “I will have nothing left!” As if He was physically with me, He answered me, “Let’s change things!” 

For many years, I had restricted myself solely to what was taught in the ministry to which I belonged. These teachings were more ministry centered. The truth is, I am eternally grateful to the Lord for the knowledge and deep experiences I gained during my time in this ministry, something I wouldn’t trade for anything else, but I grew so much in the knowledge of the ministry and yet I did not know that I was not growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

You see, the call to ministry doesn’t mean that you’ve grown in the Word. You can be highly placed in the ministry and even be part of a large ministry but that does not necessarily mean that you’ve grown in the knowledge of the Word of God. In fact, you may not even know that you lack revelation knowledge in the Word. This was my experience until the Holy Spirit started to deal with me. 

In the year 2018, I was transferred from Malawi to Burkina Faso. One morning in Ouagadougou, the capital city of Burkina Faso, the Holy Spirit spoke to me about giving myself to studies and that He had a whole lot to teach me. This was the beginning of my journey into a personal revelation knowledge in the Word. I was led to the teachings and writings of the likes of E.W. Kenyon, Kenneth E. Hagin, Witness Lee, Andrew Wommack, Charles Capps, Chris Oyakhilome and a few others. 

I gave myself completely to the Word of God, along with these materials, studying them day and night for the next six years which followed. The Holy Spirit, through these materials, started giving me revelation knowledge in the Word. I was amazed that I did not know much about the Word of God. I did not understand what life in Christ was all about though I had been a Christian for nearly two decades and had risen highly in ministry.  

I had lived my Christian life based on assumptions. These assumptions are generally what we’ve been taught to believe about God and the Word over the years but have never taken the time to find out for ourselves if they were the truth of the Word. The truth is, I’ve had to unlearn and get rid of most of these assumptions before I could receive the revelation of the Spirit in the Word. This was the most difficult part but the Holy Spirit kept on dealing with me gently and patiently. 

As I grew in revelation knowledge, I could see that my whole being was experiencing a drastic transformation. There is a new sense of spiritual energy and boldness of faith which I did not have before. Walking in love and compassion became easier. I was growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ so rapidly. 

The reason I was led to write this book, I believe, is that I have come to realize that like myself, there are so many of God’s people out there who have not been truly taught about this life which we have in Christ. Sadly, there are a whole lot of preachers and pastors who have not taken the time to grow in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ before venturing into ministry. 

The more I grew in the knowledge of who Jesus Christ is, His substitutionary work in redemption and who I am in Him, the more it became very difficult for me to listen to many of the preachers we have today, including some of those heading some of the largest ministries around. I say this with all humility. 

Sometimes, I try to teach some of the brethren the truth of the Word but they find it difficult to receive because it challenges or goes against some of the erroneous teachings which they’ve received over the years from their pastors. Unfortunately, most of them equate achievements in ministry to knowledge of the truth. They will never receive from someone who has not achieved a fraction of what their pastor has achieved even if their pastor is teaching erroneous doctrines. They behave like the woman at the well who asked Jesus, “Are you greater than Jacob our father who gave us this well?”

This book is not an argument or a debate against erroneous teachings in the body of Christ. It is a revelation of the life we have in Christ. It is a foundational material for new converts. It is to help them in understanding this new life which they have just come into in Christ Jesus. For those who have been in the faith for long, as well as those who have risen to leadership positions in the church, I believe with all humility, that this book will bring to light some of the assumptions and erroneous teachings you’ve believed in all these years and give you a true understanding in this victorious life we have in Christ. 

May the Spirit of grace grant unto you revelation and spiritual understanding as you study this timely manual.

-Peter A.M. Melomey
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Chapter One
The First Man
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And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul ...

1 Corinthians 15:45

From the Word of God, the Bible, we understand that God created man as close to Himself as He could ever create a being. No other being in all of creation comes close to the kind of being man was created to be. He was to be made in the very image and likeness of God Himself. He was created to be in God’s class of being.

And God said, LET US MAKE MAN IN OUR IMAGE, AFTER OUR LIKENESS: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD CREATED HE HIM; male and female created he them. 

Genesis 1:26-27

To be made in the image of God means that man must look everything like God and to be in the likeness of God means that man must function like God. In man, God, the uncreated One, was making a being who will both look everything like Him and function like Him. Created man must therefore be imparted with the very life and nature of God so that becoming a child of God, he will be able to fellowship with God, express Him and to represent Him. 

The making of man in this image and likeness of God was to be an entire process. God Himself is a Spirit (John 4:24) and for man to be in His image and likeness, he must of necessity be a spirit being. Man was created predominantly a spirit being, with a soul and he lives within a body. He was created to be in the same class of being as God so that he can receive the very nature of God and share in God’s eternity as God’s child, companion and under-ruler. Because of this, God set eternity in the heart or the spirit of man so that he can know and understand God’s works in the eternities. In scripture, the spirit of man is used synonymously with his heart. 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, HE HAS SET ETERNITY IN THEIR HEART, without which man cannot find out the work that God makes from the beginning even to the end.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 Literal Translation

In Genesis 1:27, we see the creation of the very first man in the image of God. We read, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him”. Then in the seventh verse of the second chapter of the same book, we read, “God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul”. 

In the process of making man in both the image and likeness of God, he was first created and then formed in such a way that he would look like God. The creation of man and the formation of man are not the same thing. The word, create or created, is from the Hebrew word, ‘bara’ which means, to bring something into existence out of nothing. The word, form or formed, is the Hebrew word, ‘yatsar’, which means to squeeze or mould something into shape or form. 

From within Himself, God created the real man, a spirit, together with his soul out of nothing, then He formed man’s body out of the dust of the ground. In breathing the spirit of life into man, God actually breathed the real man, whom He had created within Himself, into his body and man was said to become a living soul, since man has a physical human life which is in his soul. This is why physical death occurs when the spirit, the real man, together with his soul, leaves the body. 

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

James 2:26

The human spirit is the only part of man which can discern, contact and receive the things of the Spirit of God because God Himself is a Spirit. He created man to be His companion and to fellowship with Him and so he had to be in the same class with God. Man has spiritual senses which function through his soul. He is not a soul, as some say he is, for if he were, he could not have received the life and nature of God and fellowship with God would have been impossible because the soul of man cannot know God. He would have been in the class of a mere animal. 

Man, the spirit, only functions through his soul which connects him to his body and the physical world. Hence the soul of man is the link between the spirit and his body. He was made to rule his body through his soul. The soul of man constitutes his reasoning faculties— his intellect or mind, his emotions and his will. These are called the soulish part of man. These cannot relate with God, only the spirit of man, which is the real man, can.

The unspiritual self, just as it is by nature, can’t receive the gifts of God’s Spirit. There’s no capacity for them. They seem like so much silliness. SPIRIT CAN BE KNOWN ONLY BY SPIRIT—GOD’S SPIRIT AND OUR SPIRITS IN OPEN COMMUNION. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 The Message Translation

At this stage, man is created and formed in the very image of God, but he is not yet like God and cannot function like Him or express Him as yet. He is a created being with a created soulish human life while God is an uncreated Being with an uncreated Spirit-Life. For man to be like God, function like Him and to express Him, he must receive the uncreated Spirit-Life of God into his spirit and be regenerated by it because only the uncreated life of God can function like and express God. 

The process of his making into the image and likeness of God will be complete when this is achieved. When the serpent tempted Adam and his wife, he told them that they would be like God if they ate of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. That was a lie because they would only be like God by eating of the Tree of Life. Man was created with such an intellectual power that he was able to name the entire animal creation and the name given to each animal described its own peculiar character.

And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 

Genesis 2:19

He was given a physical body with which he contacts the physical world. The physical body houses the five physical senses of man. These are sight, taste, touch, hearing and smell. When he was first created, man’s body was not capable of death. He wasn’t mortal, neither was he immortal. To be mortal means, ‘death-doomed’ or ‘Satan-ruled’ and to be immortal means, ‘delivered from the dominion of death’. 

He was also given a perfect physical human life which wasn’t subject to disease and death. He was created a perfect human being. He had the ability to recuperate such that he could not wear out. He was not meant to die. Scientists believe that every seven to eleven years, man’s body undergoes a complete cell change. It therefore makes it unbelievable that man ages, weakens and dies after he fell.  

Man’s body did not rule him when he was first created. His physical senses did not have power over him until he fell. He was a dominant spirit, created to be in the same class as God. He was created to be God’s son and companion, an associate of God for all eternity. He must be God’s representative and hence must be entrusted with God’s authority. He was created to have dominion, (Genesis 1:26) and God gave him dominion over all the works of His hands. 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 

Psalms 8:3-6

It is worth noting that the King James translators used the word angels instead of Elohim in their translation of the verse. Elohim is the same Hebrew word translated as God in Genesis 1:1 when it says, “In the beginning, God [Elohim] created the heaven and the earth”. It is in the plural. Psalm 8:5 should therefore read, “For thou hast made him a little lower than God”. You see, man was made a little lower than God himself. He was but a shade of God. The Modern King James Version puts it this way, “For You have made him lack a little from God and have crowned him with glory and honor”.  

Belonging to God’s class, he was God’s under-ruler and representative with a vast dominion. He was to have dominion over everything God created, including the earth, the stellar heavens as well as angels and by extension, Satan and demons. He ruled the laws of nature and was not a slave or subject to any other being but God. 

He was created to be a true son of God and as part of his development into becoming like God, he must also be raised into sonship after receiving the uncreated life of God. He was the crown of creation and God crowned him with glory and honour. Everything we see in Jesus Christ in His earth-walk is everything the first man was created to be before he fell.

There’s one question we have to ask. What was the reason for man? Why did God create him in such a way that He had never created any other being? Why was man created to be just like God and in His class of being? Before man was created, God had already created innumerable angels and other living creatures. All these angels and created beings were but servants who ministered to God. 

God was not creating another servant when He created man. The book of Ephesians makes us understand that long before God laid the foundations of the earth, He had marked man out for sonship. 

According as he made choice of us, in him, before the founding of a world, that we might be holy and blameless in his presence; in love, MARKING US OUT BEFOREHAND UNTO SONSHIP, through Jesus Christ, for himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. 

Ephesians 1:4-5 Rotherham Translation

The great Love-Heart of God desired a family. He craved sons and daughters and long before He ever laid the foundations of the earth, He had this dream and purpose. Man was to be the means of achieving this purpose. 

God could have created the entire human race at once, but He chose to create one man and woman and gave them the responsibility of raising for Himself a family of love-sons and love-daughters in the earth who will fellowship with Him and express Him to the rest of creation. 

Man was given the ability to reproduce eternal beings after his kind which will eventually become God’s kind. For man to fit perfectly into his position of sonship without a feeling of inferiority, he had to look in every way like his Father-God and function like Him. He must be raised and adopted into sonship. This is the reason why he was to be made in the very image and likeness of God. 

To be an actual son of God, man must also obtain the very life of God. Being a created being, he was given a perfect created life like every other created being or organism. Human life is but a created life, which is very different from the uncreated God-Life, which is Eternal Life. To achieve God’s eternal purpose of sonship, man must partake of the very life of God. So, another remarkable thing God did before He laid the foundations of the earth was to subject the yet-to-be-created man to a promise of partaking of the God-Life, which is Eternal Life.

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began. 

Titus 1:2

Eternal Life is the nature of God and He purposed that man will bear His very life and nature and become completely like Him. This will completely unite man with God in one divine creation. In simple terms, man will become a ‘GOD-man’, the same as his Father-God in every way.

When God created man, He did not put His uncreated life into him. He wanted man to exercise his own free will to choose to receive His life. Since He wanted man to partake of His very nature, He created him in such a way that he could contain the life of God in his spirit, which is in reality, God Himself. By doing so, man will become one Spirit with God.

But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

1 Corinthians 6:17

Man was not created to be an automaton or a robot. He wouldn’t bring any joy to the heart of God if He had to program or manipulate man into choosing and loving Him. This is why God gave him a free will and the power of volition when He created him. God wanted man to choose Him and His life of his own free will. 

In the Garden of Eden, man’s first home, God placed before Adam, the first man, both the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil to choose from. The Tree of Life would have imparted man with the very life of God and united him with God forever. Adam forfeited the God-Life and did not come into complete sonship when he chose the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil instead. 

And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

Genesis 2:9

People have always questioned why God would put the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the garden when He had full knowledge that it would cause the fall of Adam. Some also say that God intentionally put that tree in the garden to tempt Adam. But from James 1:13, we know that God does not tempt any man with evil.

Firstly, God is Sovereign and has every right to give to man, and any of His creation, any command He deems proper. Being God’s representative and under-ruler, man, himself, must see and know God as his Sovereign Lord and act under His authority. The idea of dependency and accountableness must be instilled in man. 

As a highly intelligent being overseeing a dominion so vast that he rules over all of God’s creation, he must acknowledge God’s authority over him and submit to it. He cannot do this unless God gives him a rule of conduct to obey. Man must obey this simple rule as a test of his obedience and proof of his dependence on God. He must understand that God is his ‘Boss’ and he is accountable to Him for the use of every ability God endowed him with in his position as God’s under-ruler.  

Secondly, God would have taken the power of volition from Adam if He did not put the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the garden alongside the Tree of Life. As already mentioned, man had only created life but God’s ultimate goal for him was that he be imparted with the God Life. But God wanted man to choose this life of his own free will. This was the reason for the Tree of Life in the garden. By eating of this tree, Adam would have inherited the God-Life to be like God and be completely united with Him in life. 

What is the power of choice to me if I’m not given options from which to choose? This is another important reason for the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. In other words, without this tree, God would be leaving Adam without a choice and would have been manipulating him to choose His life and by extension, Him. He would have forced Himself on Adam. This is not how love works. Love will never be genuine if it is forced upon someone. In these two trees, Adam could exercise his free will. One will unite him with God in life; the other will unite him with the adversary in death.

Thirdly, the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil represents death, which was a result of the rebellion of Lucifer. As discussed in detail in the next chapter, death is a nature and a realm controlled by Satan. Out of it proceeds all the evil and wickedness there is. It existed before Man was created. God was in the process of raising man into sonship so that man, as His representative, will judge Satan and his angels and destroy death in life. You remember Apostle Paul’s words when he said that the church shall judge angels?

Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? 

1 Corinthians 6:3

The Church is the Body of Christ and Christ is its head. The Church is therefore Christ, and Christ is the second and last Man or Adam. The failure of the first man is the reason for the coming of the second and last Man, Jesus Christ.

Thus it is written, The first man Adam became a living being (an individual personality); the last Adam (Christ) became a life-giving Spirit [restoring the dead to life]. But it is not the spiritual life which came first, but the physical and then the spiritual. The first man [was] from out of earth, made of dust (earthly-minded); the second Man [is] the Lord from out of heaven. 

1 Corinthians 15:45-47 Amplified Classic

When Paul says that the Church will judge angels and by implication, Satan and his angels, he meant that we will sit together in judgement with Christ, our Head, to judge them. This is what God was raising the first man, Adam, to do. Jesus said that His Father Himself judges no one. God intended to commit all judgement to man but had to raise him to a place of sonship first. When Adam failed, Jesus Christ became the Man and the worthy and obedient Son unto whom the Father committed all judgement.

Even the Father judges no one, for He has given all judgment (the last judgment and the whole business of judging) entirely into the hands of the Son.

John 5:22 Amplified Classic

Adam would have had to eventually eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in order to gain its knowledge before he could judge Satan and his angels. But partaking of this tree as a man with created human life would have a devastating effect. It will cause him to go into death and become Satan ruled. He had to partake of the Tree of Life first in order to receive God’s uncreated life and be regenerated by it. 

This regeneration by the God-Life would have brought him into sonship and made him incorruptible by death. This is because unlike created life, the God-Life is indestructible and incorruptible by death and Satan. It would have given Adam the ability to completely destroy the nature of death which was represented by the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. This way, death and mortality would be swallowed up by life after God finally permits him to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil (1 Corinthians 15:54, 2 Corinthians 5:4). 

God, in His goodness and lovingkindness, did not leave Adam in the dark concerning the consequences of eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God plainly told him that he should not eat of this tree and that death would be the result if he disobeyed. God never leaves man in confusion when it comes to his choices. He always tells man exactly what to choose and the consequences of choosing otherwise. 

I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE, THAT BOTH THOU AND THY SEED MAY LIVE: 

Deuteronomy 30:19

Adam wasn’t ignorant of the devil, for we’re told that he wasn’t deceived. Eve was the one who was deceived but Adam wasn’t. Adam could’ve blamed God for leaving him ignorant of the devil, but he had no grounds to. He knew full well who he was dealing with and the consequences of his actions.  

For Adam was first formed, then Eve. AND ADAM WAS NOT DECEIVED, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 

1 Timothy 2:13-14

Some have said that Adam wasn’t present when the devil, through the serpent, spoke to Eve. They have said that Adam had gone to the farm when this happened. This isn’t the case. The whole garden was the farm and Adam was right there when his wife was being deceived but he said not a word. He did not speak up to protect his wife and his dominion. He played along and willfully disobeyed God by choosing to listen to the devil, who was working through the serpent. He had absolutely no excuse. 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, WHO WAS WITH HER, and he ate it. 

Genesis 3:6 New International Version

You should now understand why Adam’s sin was more than merely disobeying God’s command. Some have asked why God did not just forgive and restore him, instead of allowing the entire human race to suffer from the consequences of his transgression. We have to first understand what Adam’s transgression was and its effects and then we can appreciate the steps God took to remedy the situation. 
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Chapter Two

The Nature And Effects Of Adam’s Transgression
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And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Eating you may eat of every tree in the garden; but of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil you may not eat, for in the day that you eat of it, DYING YOU SHALL DIE.

Genesis 2:16-17 Literal Translation  

What was really the nature of Adam’s transgression? Surely it was more than merely disobeying God. Considering the fact that God Himself had to become a man in order to pay the penalty of Adam’s transgression through death, Adam must have done more than just breaking God’s law. He committed a crime so grievous that a simple act of forgiveness from God wouldn’t be enough to settle the issue. It was an unpardonable offence.

As God’s under-ruler and representative, Adam was given the authority to rule all of creation. It was a legal dominion and covered the entire universe. No other created being ever occupied such a position. In listening to and willingly obeying Satan, Adam handed his dominion legally into the hands of God’s arch enemy. This is an unpardonable sin. It is the sin of High Treason. Adam legally sold himself, and all of his dominion, into the cruel hands of Satan, the adversary. He yielded himself willfully to obey Satan and became a slave by Spiritual Law. 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

Romans 6:16

Suddenly, Satan became the legal master and lord over both Adam and his entire dominion. He was created as an archangel and given angelic authority but when he rebelled against God, he was stripped of that authority and cast out of heaven. (Isaiah 14:12-17, Ezekiel 28:11-19). By coming into Adamic authority which he took from Adam, he gained an authority which is far higher than the angelic authority which he once had. He became known as the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). Adam had handed over his scepter as the god of this world to the adversary.  

God Himself recognized this legal transaction in which Adam conferred his dominion unto His arch enemy. He is the Almighty God and has the power to get rid of Satan and take back from him what Adam had handed to him. He didn’t do that because He recognized Adam’s legal right to batter his dominion, as well as Satan’s legal standing and authority conferred on him by Adam. 

You remember that during the earth-walk of Jesus Christ, He was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the devil. The devil made certain claims which the Lord did not contest. He took the Lord to a high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them in a flash. Then he made a startling statement. 

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: FOR THAT IS DELIVERED UNTO ME; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 

Luke 4:5-7

“For that is delivered unto me!”. Who delivered the kingdoms of the world, its power and all the glories thereof to Satan? Was he lying that it was delivered to him? Of course not! Adam did so and that, legally. If Satan was telling a lie, Christ would have known he was lying, and the temptation wouldn’t have been a genuine one. If I promise to give you $10,000 but you know for sure that I don’t have that money to give, you wouldn’t take me seriously because I cannot tempt you with what I don’t have. 

Secondly, if he was lying about it and Christ didn’t know, then Christ is not God, for God knows all things. So, you can appreciate that Christ Himself recognized Satan’s authority and dominion over the kingdoms of the earth and it was legally his to give to anyone he so wishes. Christ also referred to Satan as the prince or ruler of this world. He recognizes Satan’s authority which gives him the legal right to rule this world’s systems until the Adamic lease runs out.

Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

John 14:30

Angels also recognized Satan’s authority and dominion which he took from man. When Michael, the archangel, was contending with Satan for the body of Moses, he didn’t dare to bring any railing accusations against the devil. He had to invoke the name of the Lord to rebuke him.

Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 

Jude 1:9

God had said to Adam that, “of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”. This is exactly what happened to Adam. He died the very day he ate of the tree. The phrase, “Thou shalt surely die” was not properly rendered from the original texts. Some newer translations do justice to it. The Literal Translation of the Bible is one such. Let’s look at what the verse really says.

And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Eating you may eat of every tree in the garden; but of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil you may not eat, for in the day that you eat of it, DYING YOU SHALL DIE.

Genesis 2:16-17 Literal Translation  

God had said to Adam that if he disobeyed, in dying he would die. This means that he will die first and live in that state of death until he finally dies. What does this mean? The bible mentions three kinds of death namely, Spiritual Death, Physical Death and Second or Eternal Death. The dictionary explains death as the cessation of life, but the bible teaches us that death is not the cessation of life but simply a separation. For death does not mean that one ceases to exist. To truly understand what death is, let us look at what its opposite, life, is.

We understand that God is the Source and Author of all forms of life. Life is the very nature and substance of God and all life comes from Him. Therefore, anything in touch with God or is touched by God has and experiences life. Jesus told us that the Father has life within Himself and has given to Him, the Son, to also have life within Himself.  

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 

John 5:26

God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and His nature is life. Anything which is separated from God, the life Source, experiences or goes into death. Death is not an event which happens, it is a state or better still, a nature, just like life is also a nature. Satan is a spirit too (Ephesians 2:2) and his nature is death! Let me help you gain a little more understanding of this using the scripture below which brings to light the manifestation of both life and death.  

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

1 John 3:14-15

Man is also a spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23) and has the capacity to contain either the nature of God or that of the devil for his spirit life. In the scripture above, you see that the one who has passed from death to life or abides in life, manifests Agape, the God kind of love. The one who abides in death manifests hatred and is a murderer. 

We know that God is love (1 John 4:8) and Satan is a murderer (John 8:44). Life then is the nature of God and out of that nature flows love, faith and everything good. Anyone who has life is said to be in the realm of light. On the other hand, death is the nature of the devil and out of that nature flows hatred, selfishness, evil, wickedness, unbelief and in this nature is darkness. This is why John tells us that the one who hates his brother is walking in darkness and has no light in him.

He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

1 John 2:9-11

The Word of God tells us that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). This means that God is life and in Him is no death at all. God is not the Author of death. It was never in God’s creation until man sinned and it came into the world. God resents death as much as we do. It is an enemy of God, man and all of creation.

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

1 Corinthians 15:26

How did death come initially? Sin is what separates any created being from the Creator, who is the Source of life. When Lucifer sinned (Ezekiel 28:11-19, Isaiah 14:12-15), he was cast out of the presence of God and he became separated from God. Separated from the Source of life through sin, the sin, which he birthed within himself through his own evil lust, corrupted him and produced death in him. Death is therefore an offspring of sin. 

But each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; AND SIN, WHEN IT IS FULL-GROWN, GIVES BIRTH TO DEATH. 

James 1:14-15 New International Version.

To say that God is the Author of death is to allude that He is the Author of sin. This is not true for we know that in God there is no sin (1 John 3:5). Satan was the one who sinned from the very beginning (1 John 3:18). His entire nature changed from this beautiful anointed cherub which he was created to be. 

Cast out of the domain of light, he was sent into darkness, which is, hades and he became this evil and dark lord who rules in the realm of darkness and death. Out of his nature of death proceeds all the evil, wickedness, corruption, lust, murder and the evil forces in the world. As the lord of death and hades, he held the power of death until Christ came and defeated him. He could freely use death for every destructive purpose possible.

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he [Jesus Christ] also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy HIM THAT HAD THE POWER OF DEATH, THAT IS, THE DEVIL

Hebrews 2:14-15

When Satan saw that Adam was given such a legal authority and dominion over all of creation and was being raised to judge and punish him and his angels for their sin against God, he quickly moved and planned his downfall. He sought to rule over man and the rest of God’s creation and taint it with his nature of death by separating it from God, the Source of life. 

This way, creation will be forever separated from God and He will not be able to look upon it with joy. This was the devil’s way of averting his own judgement and taking revenge against God. When he succeeded in causing Adam to batter his dominion, he breathed that hideous monster of his nature of death into man and the rest of creation. 

Therefore, as sin came into the world through one man, and death as the result of sin, so death spread to all men, [no one being able to stop it or to escape its power] because all men sinned. 

Romans 5:12 Amplified Classic

Sin came into the world through Adam and Spiritual Death is the result of sin. Adam was the head of the entire human race until Christ was glorified. He gives birth to children who possess his nature. This is how death spread to all men. After the fall, every child who comes into the world is born with the nature of sin and death. This means that Adam and his race produce children not for God, but for the devil, until that satanic nature is completely removed from mankind. King David’s desperate cry is the cry of the human race.

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Psalms 51:5

With this understanding of what death is and how it entered into existence, now let us go back to understand what the three kinds of death in scripture mean. Spiritual Death is the initial death. It is the
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