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The struggle between the United States and China did not begin with tariffs, microchips, or military drills in the Taiwan Strait. Its origins stretch back decades, shaped by revolutions, wars, ideological battles, and competing visions of world order. What started as a distant confrontation during the Cold War has evolved into the defining geopolitical contest of the twenty-first century. At the heart of this rivalry lies a paradox. For years, Washington and Beijing grew richer together. American corporations poured investments into China, while Chinese factories became the engine of global manufacturing. Trade connected the two powers more deeply than any rivals in modern history. Yet instead of producing lasting cooperation, this interdependence fueled suspicion, dependency, and eventually strategic competition.

Today, the conflict extends far beyond economics. The United States and China are engaged in a global struggle for influence, one fought not only through markets, technology, and military power, but also through culture, media, diplomacy, and the ability to shape how societies think about the future. Hollywood, TikTok, Silicon Valley, state media, universities, infrastructure projects, and social networks have all become instruments in a contest for global prestige and political influence. To understand how the world arrived at this moment, it is necessary to return to the beginning. The modern rivalry between Washington and Beijing was born in the ashes of revolution. In 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the creation of the People’s Republic of China after defeating Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist forces in a brutal civil war. The defeated Nationalists
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