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			Introduction

			Today, the Church appears to have lost its urgency to announce the good news of the Gospel. The Church just does not seem interested in taking a public stand for Christ. Yet, there are people dying every day, sealing their fate without Jesus Christ. In fact, eternity is approaching the entire world at an alarming rate, and the stakes are extremely high. And still the church remains largely silent. Why? Where is the biblical precedence for this position of indifference? It’s no wonder the world has lost its respect for the Bible. Obviously, the Church does not respect the Bible either. It isn’t using the Bible as its own blueprint for life. Why should the world?

			The Church must remember that Christ never remained silent; he spoke the truth even in the face of great opposition. He lived and died by the Word of God. And the world flocked to hear him speak. They were captivated by his words of life. Therefore, it makes me wonder why the Church has taken this position of silence. Has the Church forgotten the words of life? If the Church really wants to be heard, if the Church really wants to be Christ-like, it must take a stand and begin living in the light of God’s Word. We must walk as Christ walked and speak as he spoke. Once that becomes a reality, then the Church will have something worth proclaiming, and the Good News of the Gospels will ring out. And the world will hear.

			In short, the Church cannot afford to adhere to society’s moratorium on biblical input. The truth must be spoken. Yet, how many churches will be willing to strengthen or develop a viable outreach ministry designed to reach the unchurched? How many churches will be willing to focus their energies on a discipleship program where every church member is trained and prepared to share their reason for believing in Jesus Christ?

			This book was written with simple goals in mind. The first goal was to motivate churches into being more assertive in telling the world about Jesus and the approaching judgment. The world has the right to know the truth, and, if churches are too unwilling to stand up right now, then maybe this little book might encourage them to stand and proclaim the truth. The world needs to know the spiritual fitness of Jesus Christ. Jesus came to lead everyone into the presence of God, and everyone who fails to follow Jesus’ leadership will never enter into eternal life.

			Based upon the reality of Jesus Christ, the reader has been provided with a short but intense look at Jesus Christ. Who was Jesus? Was he special? Did he have a message that we need to hear? The book starts out by examining the qualifications of Jesus Christ, outlining his role in creation, exploring his capacity to lead, and delving into the power of the Resurrection that resided within him. The first part of the book is designed to provide the reader with an in-depth look at Jesus. After all, people deserve to know who God is demanding that we believe in, who God expects us to trust in, and who God sent to save us. The world has the right to know who they can turn to for their spiritual needs.

			The book begins with an introduction of Jesus as a co-creator of creation. The entire ninth chapter of the Gospel of John was devoted to this one purpose. The world needed to know that the God of creation had humbled himself by becoming a part of his own creation. Jesus entered the world in human-likeness (Philippians 2:7). He took our humanity upon himself; in so doing, we could talk one-on-one and face-to-face with God. God was willing to get personal. Jesus brought divinity into our world (Philippians 2:6). Jesus walked among us; God walked among us. Jesus was the blending of humanity and divinity into one person—himself. He could represent man and God. He became the perfect mediator between man and God (1 Timothy 2:5). He was a divine gift in human likeness for our benefit.

			Next, the reader will encounter Jesus as the Good Shepherd (John 10:11). The world has the right to know if Jesus was actually qualified to lead or not. Therefore, this chapter examines the ministry of Jesus. Did he demonstrate the necessary leadership traits? Did Jesus appear to be someone in whom we could trust? Would our soul be safe in his keeping? Questions like these are addressed through the second chapter. This is not an area where the world needs to be guessing. Direct assurance is absolutely necessary. Jesus would have to demonstrate the correct heart—a heart oriented toward the betterment of all humanity to qualify as a true spiritual leader. Anything short of that would have disqualified him as the Good Shepherd. Therefore, the words and deeds of Jesus have been placed under a microscope for the benefit of the reader.

			Now that everyone knows who the Good Shepherd is, Jesus provides the reader with a front row seat through the resurrection of Lazarus. The story begins by allowing everyone to know that Lazarus was a personal friend of Jesus, and the account also informs everyone that Jesus loved his friend (John 11:3). Yet, Jesus allowed his friend to die; Jesus simply stood by allowing the death of his friend to occur (John 11:4–6). Although Lazarus’ death actually occurred in the manner explained in this chapter, Jesus had ample reasons for not intervening (John 11:11–15). By waiting for Lazarus’ death, Jesus could showcase many of the different aspects of the coming resurrection. No doubt, the costs for this demonstration were high, but the benefits for doing so were eternal, impacting all of humanity. God’s love for all humanity compelled Jesus not to intervene. One must remember that there can be no resurrection without a death first occurring. However, the story does not end with death having the final word. The story ends with Lazarus rising from the dead and people realizing that Jesus was and is the fulfillment, the essence, and the reality of the Resurrection (John 11:25). Jesus held the power of life in his hands, and he still does today. That is the message contained in the eleventh chapter of the Gospel of John.

			The first half of the book has but one design: to remove all doubts, objections, and concerns concerning Jesus’ fitness to be God’s messenger of life. The Scriptures clearly point out that Jesus was one of the co-creators of humanity. The Son of God was there in the beginning (John 1:1–14). We were made in his image (Genesis1:26–27); he has a vested interest in us. In addition, the Scriptures outline Jesus’ spiritual qualifications as the Good Shepherd. Not only did he have a part in our creation, now through the resurrection, he would have a part in our redemption as well. Jesus demonstrated his love for us over and over again (Romans 5:8). There is simply no one more qualified.

			With Jesus firmly established as the pivotal point that determines which resurrection every person will face, the book examines the reality of each resurrection and the characteristics associated with each one. It cannot be overstressed: The end of time is approaching. This means that the judgment of God is approaching as well (Acts 17:31). Everyone needs to be cognizant of the different resurrections that are coming, and into which of the two very different resurrections an individual will most likely find themselves facing.

			Which of the resurrections an individual will face should not be a mystery; there are just too many indicators signaling which resurrection an individual is approaching (Galatians 6:7–10). In other words, there will be no surprises; everyone has been provided with more than enough advanced warnings. Everyone lives their life in the shadow of the warnings associated with each resurrection (Galatians 6:8). Distinct road signs have been posted, indicating the final destiny for each person. After all, there are but two roads available. One leads to life, and it is marked with road signs that indicate life. The other road leads to death, and it is marked with road signs warning every traveler of their end.

			Therefore, no one can claim ignorance as to where they are headed. Everyone can detect their destiny by observing the road signs they are passing each day. A sign indicating that one is heading north means that one is heading north. Signs that indicate that one is heading south means that one is heading south. Both roads are adequately marked; both roads are posted so as to remove any possible error as to their intended destiny. Likewise, the road heading toward death is littered with warnings (John 3:18, Galatians 5:21, Revelation 20:11–15). If a person does not like the road signs he or she is seeing, they are free to make a U-turn at any time (Acts 2:38). In fact, both roads share one thing in common: U-turns are legal. People can make a U-turn anywhere they want without fear of incurring a penalty. Indeed, U-turns are encouraged on the south-bound–death-bound lanes.

			Now, let’s look at the two different resurrections. One resurrection is for the damned—those whose names are not found written in the Book of Life. The other resurrection is for the redeemed—those whose names are found written in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:11–15). Both resurrections share some common features. Both are sure to take the breath away from all who enter, and both have one-way doors. In other words, once you enter there is no turning back. Both are eternal in nature; they are never-ending. The entrance to both resurrections is determined at the cross of Christ. Membership in the resurrection of the redeemed is based on the acceptance of Jesus’ sacrifice, and the other resurrection is based upon the rejection of Jesus’ sacrifice (Mark 16:16). Both resurrections are the product of choice. Both are determined on an individual basis; no one can make the choice for another person (Romans 10:9). Both choices are therefore very personal. No one will be able to blame someone else for where they spend eternity, but this is where the common features end. From this point onward, the differences between the two resurrections begin to overshadow their shared common features.

			The resurrection of the dead is a fate that need not be encountered by any man or woman (Matthew 25:41). God has gone to great lengths to prevent this outcome (Luke 19:10), but so many insist on a world without God (Romans 1:18–19). God even sent his only Son in an effort to extricate everyone from being sent to this terrible place. The final destiny of the damned is so appalling that one chapter could not adequately describe its dreadful features. Therefore, the topic of the resurrection of the dead was divided into two separate chapters, allowing the two major themes associated with the resurrection of the dead to be sufficiently addressed.

			The first chapter of the resurrection of the dead will deal with the utter loss that every participant will incur (Matthew 25:29–30). This loss will be catastrophic and unimaginable. The reason the loss is so difficult to imagine is because everyone currently lives in a world impregnated with elements of life (Genesis 1:31). At every turn we encounter life-giving moments, and we should not be surprised at this situation. God created everything, and he made life rich (Genesis 1:26–31). But, it must be remembered that God is the God of the living (Matthew 22:32). He is not the God of the dead, and everyone who enters into the resurrection of the dead will no longer reside in a land blessed by the presence of God. They will be disowned by God (Matthew 7:23). Simply put, the dead have no God. As a result, every life-giving moment and life-giving element will cease—forever. There will be no God to sustain life. The eternally dead will never encounter life-giving elements—ever again. Life will be over—ended—terminated.

			They will know only a complete and total loss of everything. There will be no sunrises or sunsets; there will only be an unending darkness (Matthew 22:13). There will be nothing to see; there will be no trees blowing in the wind, no sound of running water in the creeks, no birds chirping. Every sound of life will be silenced—forever gone. Time will have no meaning. Buried alive will take on a whole new and horrifying meaning. The eternally dead will be beyond hope or grace or even mercy (Luke 19:24–25). There will be no one to hold their hands or to look into their eyes or to hear their cries. Their only companion will be the never-ending darkness, for they exist in a place with no God. No one living could have imagined this desolate lifeless place. Those who reject Christ reject life (Matthew 10:33, Luke 10:16, John 12:48). Those who despise Christ despise life. Christ and his servants warned people to avoid the place of judgment (Matthew 5:29, Romans 2:3–11); hell was never created for humans. It was created for Satan and his demons (Matthew 25:41).

			In the second chapter of the resurrection of the dead, the reader will investigate the approaching judgment of God. Everyone needs to remember that with every passing day the judgment draws nearer and nearer; its arrival is unavoidable. As terrible as that day will be, it will also be a good day. For, on that day, Satan and his demonic hoard will come face-to-face with the unbridled wrath of God. Their wicked rule will end; their ability to bring torment and pain to the world will cease.

			The crop of destruction sowed by Satan and his demons will be ready for harvest. It will be a harvest overflowing with misery and pain. Simply stated, hell was designed and created for them; hell was to be their eternal abode. Please remember and never forget that hell was never designed for humanity. Jesus came into our world in the likeness of man so that he could redeem all of humanity from the wrath of God (John 3:36, Romans 5:9, 1 John 4:10). In other words, God provided everyone with a way to escape the coming judgment (2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:9). Jesus laid down his life that we might live (John 15:13). Jesus paid the cost for our pardon; he purchased our freedom from death with his own blood (1 Peter 3:18). He was crucified that we might live (1 John 2:2). There is no reason for any man or any woman to share in Satan’s fate. God had other plans for his creation—and it is called redemption.

			The redemption of the world was the reason God sent his Son into the world; Jesus came to intervene (Hebrews 9:12). The Son of God came to square off with evil. He came to conquer the unconquerable. He stood when we could only fall. The cost for humanity’s redemption would be high, but the Son of God came despite the cost; he endured the opposition, the mocking, the scourging, the pain, and the shame because he dared to love (Hebrews 12:2–3). Jesus came to bridge the gap between man and God (1 Timothy 2:5–6).

			Eternity with God will be full of life, wonder, and awe (John 8:12). Every attribute, every characteristic, every quality of God will be experienced. God’s presence will cause every aspect of life to be amplified into one fluid moment followed by yet another and another and another. Humans will know the richness of God; we will experience the oneness shared between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Life will never be boring; our exploration of God’s divine nature will never cease. The supernatural will become our new world. The unbelievable will become the believable. The unimaginable will light up our new life. We will stand in the eternal light of God (John 8:12).

			There is another key point that must not be overlooked. Currently the redeemed are living at the lowest point they will ever know; they share an existence in a sin-distorted world with the damned, but that will all change. Equally important is the fact that the damned are living at the highest point they will ever experience. There is coming a time when the damned will depart from this sin-distorted world (Matthew 22:12). They will enter into a place designed for Satan and his demons. The damned will never again see or touch a world impregnated with life—ever again. The damned will enter into a land of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 22:12). In contrast, the redeemed will stand in the eternal presence of the One who created all life, and there they will live forever.

			Jesus unequivocally stated that he was the only way to God, he was the truth, and he was the life: “No one can come to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). According to Jesus, there are no other pathways to God. That means that all other gods and their respective religions are quite literally dead-ends. None of them have the power to lead anyone into the eternal presence of God. There is no salvation outside of Jesus Christ.

			Jesus was the common ground between man and God. By the will of God, Jesus was both human and divine. He entered our world through a virgin (Matthew 1:18–25). His life came through the power of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18). No other person has ever been both human and divine. Jesus was the only one who had the right and the power to act on humanity and God’s behalf. Jesus was the perfect mediator between God and humans. Jesus was sent into the world for this very purpose. He came to lay down his life that others might live (John 10:11).

			“The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose the easy way. But the gateway to life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever find it” (Matthew 7:13–14). Jesus’ death upon the cross “is the power of God at work saving everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).

			For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. (Romans 10:9–10)

			Jesus claimed to be God, and his claim “must be either true or false” (McDowell, 1999, p. 159). It cannot be both true and false; either Jesus was God, or he was a liar—a fraud. However, if Jesus was God in the flesh, everyone must respond to God’s offer. There is no choice; everyone must decide how important or unimportant Jesus is to them. That leaves everyone with but two options. One, an individual can trust God and accept forgiveness for their sins through the work of Christ. Or, an individual can reject or neglect God’s provision. The reason for the rejection will not matter in the end because the reason for the rejection will not have the power to alter the eternal consequences. Everyone who rejects Christ will spend an eternity in a devil’s hell.

			God has made his offer of life open to everyone (John 12:46–47), and everyone has the power to accept or reject God’s offer (John 12:46–48). This book was written to assist everyone in their decision-making process. No one should make an uninformed decision; there is simply too much at stake. One’s soul is too important and eternity is an unlimited, unmeasurable amount of time. To put it differently—and more accurately—to be condemned to a devil’s hell is to be sent into a place of utter judgment where time is not a factor. Satan’s eternal torment does not come with an expiration date—it will never end—it will go on and on and on throughout all eternity. Once the second death starts, it will never end.

			There is no salvation outside of Jesus. Only Jesus had the endorsement of God. “And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, and I am fully pleased with him’” (Matthew 3:17). The Bible is true. “The godly will inherit the land and will live there forever” (Psalm 37:29), but the wicked have no future (Psalm 37:38).

			It is perfectly clear then that this is the testimony that Jesus wanted to bear of Himself. We also see that the Jews must have understood His reply as a claim to His being God. There were two alternatives to be faced then; that His assertions were pure blasphemy or that He was God. (McDowell, 1999, p. 140)

			We must either embrace Jesus’ claim that He is God’s Son or reject it. There is no intellectually honest alternative, given Jesus’ claim that He is the only solution to bridge the gap between our sinfulness and God’s holiness: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). (Jeffress, 2017, ps. 200–201)

			It is my hope that the simple message contained within this book will be heard. The book was designed to be clear and easy to understand, enabling everyone to make an informed decision about Jesus Christ. The eternal destiny of everyone is being written every day. We are either writing a story of life or a story of death. Each person is their own author daily writing the ending of their story. Please read what you have already written. A few moments of introspection won’t kill you, and it could help you determine how you want to proceed with your story. You may even decide to change the ending of your story. After all, you and I have the freedom to edit our own work.

			My story is simple. I will believe in God’s Son. Jesus is standing beside the Father, and he is holding my future in his hand. I will enter heaven by the grace of God. I will do so because the blood of Christ separated me from my sin. I am a sinner saved by the grace of God. Jesus Christ died for me, and I trust in his work.

			If anyone has a loved one, a friend, or a coworker who does not know Christ as their savior, the time to correct that is running out. If you are someone who does not know Christ as your Savior, your time to correct that is also running out. The time for salvation is now. Everyone needs to act wisely with the little time that is left. Christ is but one prayer away. Eternal life with God is but one prayer away. God will not reject the humble. Pray while you still can; pray while you can still be heard. As long as you draw breath, you are living in the time of grace.

			Do not abuse God’s grace. Jesus stepped within time and died for you and me. Now is the time to call upon Jesus for salvation. Obviously, this must be done from within time. Once death has occurred, the deceased individual has stepped outside of time and, therefore, beyond grace, and beyond forgiveness and beyond salvation. In the following chapters, the reader will begin to realize just how much weight truly rest upon their decision.

		

	
		
			Chapter 1
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			I Am 
the God of Creation

			(A Completion of Creation)

			The ninth chapter of the Gospel of John has been misunderstood for hundreds of years. Consequently, the true message within this chapter has been lost. This tragic situation must not be allowed to continue. The Church of today needs to hear the same message that the original audience heard and received. I hope you will allow the original message contained in the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John to unfold as we travel through this rich chapter.

			For the moment, with your patience, we will set aside the traditional understanding of Jesus healing the blind man. Allow the Scriptures—the words in each verse—to speak. Keep in mind that the Holy Spirit knew what he wanted to say and what he needed to convey. If we allow the Holy Spirit’s choice of words to be heard, without any human interference, the true meaning can and will be heard.

			Tradition is normally important because it should serve as a safeguard against heresy, but, in this rare case, the traditional understanding of healing is serving as a stumbling block to a proper understanding. Obviously, a true test of a good traditional understanding is whether or not it agrees with or is supported by the Scriptures it is supposed to be representing. If it isn’t, the traditional understanding must be permanently rejected. And, in this case, the concept of healing does not agree with the wording in the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John.

			Surely, everyone can remember the problem the Pharisees had with Jesus. The Pharisees valued their “man-made teachings” over the word of God (Mark 7:8). In fact, the Pharisees were so weighed down and distracted by their cherished traditions that they failed to see or hear God even when he stood right before their eyes. This was a catastrophic blunder.

			In like manner, the Church of today may value traditional teachings, but we must at the same time acknowledge their limitations. Traditions are subordinate to the Scriptures, and, in some cases, they can serve as a safeguard, setting forth what has been declared in the Scriptures. In so doing, traditions are servants to the Scriptures—nothing more. It is imperative that everyone allows the Scriptures to speak, enabling the original message to surface.

			When people perform exegesis, they look at Scripture and attempt to flesh out meaning based on the plain words, the genre, the context, and other scriptural references. They are not necessarily trying to force their own views on the text—and certainly should not be (Ham, 2013, p. 187).

			The events recorded in the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John were intended to introduce Jesus as one of the original co-creators of humanity. In the beginning, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit created man in their image (Genesis 1:26–27). This fact was recorded in the Holy Scriptures, and it was completely understood and accepted by the Jewish people. So, with that understanding firmly established in the Jewish mind, the Holy Spirit led Jesus to the man born blind. The people of God were about to watch one of the co-creators in action. Jesus would complete an act of creation as described in the Book of Genesis, and through this creative act, Jesus would receive a divine introduction. Jesus would stand in the light of the creation scriptures. God wanted the religious leaders to see Jesus through a creative lens/light. The Holy Spirit was weaving the creation account as recorded in Genesis and Jesus into one current event.

			At this point in Jewish history, the disciples and the Jewish community were facing desperate times under Roman rule, and they were anticipating the arrival of their Messiah. The Scriptures foretold of his coming, and the Messiah would need a royal introduction. In particular, the introduction would need to be fit for a King. Obviously, only a divine introduction would do; it would have to be supernatural. It would need to be an introduction with Godlike, heaven like, otherworldly components. This divine introduction would need to single Jesus out as the only possible Messiah—God’s true Messiah. Nothing short of the divinely supernatural would do. It would need to be something beyond the limits of humanity; it would need to be of Spirit origin.

			Therefore, the Holy Spirit orchestrated an encounter between Jesus and a man who was born blind. Here stood the Son of God, as a man, doing what only God could do—an act of pure creation. The timing could not have been any better; it was divinely perfect. The Jewish leadership was currently anticipating the coming of a great Messiah. They knew the Messiah would be unique, perfectly endowed with the power from on high. The Messiah would be identified by doing those things that only God could do, and all they needed to do was to watch and wait for the supernatural to appear.

			However, several stumbling blocks stood in the way of the Jewish leadership. First, they were anticipating a powerful military Messiah. According to their thinking, he would need to terminate the Roman occupation of Israel. The Jewish leadership had become blinded by their need to throw off the Roman oppression. Second, their Messiah would be expected to acknowledge, endorse, and support the supremacy of the pharisaical rule. The Jewish leadership had fallen into the trap of thinking that they were the guardians and rulers of righteousness. Third, the Jewish leadership had their traditions, their rules, and their ceremonies that the Messiah would need to affirm. They assumed the Messiah would comply with their established traditional system. In other words, their Messiah would comply with their spiritual understanding as it was; he would need to meet their expectations and dreams, and he would need to fit into their world. After all, their Messiah only needed to provide a little military muscle, a little divine intervention aimed at supporting their agenda. They already knew what needed to be done. They had everything figured out. Their Messiah would support their cause. He would line up with their plans. Their dreams would become fulfilled. They would recognize him because he would powerfully serve their cause.

			The error being made by the Jewish leadership was simple: They assumed they knew just how God’s power would be most effectively utilized. They were convinced by their own traditions that the most pressing need of the day was freedom from the Roman oppression, and any Messiah failing to gratify their program would meet firm opposition. In essence, they were demanding that the Messiah be made into their image. The power of God would need to fulfill the will of the Sanhedrin, exalting their supremacy. Their Messiah would be formed by their hands, by their ideas, and by their will. Sadly, Jesus was not their man.

			Instead, Jesus’ whole reason for coming was based upon the will of the Father—not the Sanhedrin. “Look, I have come to do your will, O God” (Hebrews 10:7). Jesus did not come as a worldly military leader. He did not come to crush the Roman tyranny. He did not come to embrace the agenda of the Jewish leadership, and he did not come to uphold their traditions. The stage for conflict was already firmly set. The lines had been drawn—Jesus and his message of redemption would not be expected. Jesus was simply too different from their expectations. The outcome was simple: The Son of God would be rejected. The Jewish leadership would choose not to see Jesus as God’s Messiah. Jesus was simply not a Messiah of their making.

			Furthermore, the Holy Spirit’s introduction of Jesus would be the furthest thing from their minds. As we examine the ninth chapter of John, the reader will come to realize that the Scriptures were portraying Jesus according to God’s plan and not according to the preconceived notions of the Jewish leadership. Jesus was God’s provision for humankind. He was God’s Messiah sent to redeem humanity. This redemption would be spiritual; it would reach further than the temporal goals of the Pharisees. Jesus was born for God’s purposes, and he would walk out God’s plan. Therefore, the introduction of Jesus would be in line with the Father’s purposes. Jesus’ introduction would be from the spiritual realm. Its purpose would be to introduce the divine, the infinite to the finite, and the finite would struggle with the width, the depth, and the height of the infinite.

			Now, it is time for humanity to look upon the divine; God’s Messiah had stepped upon the stage of history. “As long as Jesus is in the world He must reveal Himself in word and deed as the world’s Light” (Tasker, 1989, p. 123). The long-awaited Messiah came demonstrating the power of God, but not in a militaristic manner as expected. Jesus came with a scriptural introduction; he came fulfilling the Scriptures, and, in so doing, the Scriptures singled him out and testified about his true identity. God’s method was designed to illuminate the mind of the Jewish nation. With that said, let’s begin our examination of the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John and explore the untold story that has been overlooked for hundreds of years.

			Exploring the Untold Story

			As we begin our study, several factors must be incorporated if an understanding aligned with the original intent is to be obtained. The first factor is the theme of the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John. What is the subject of the chapter? The answer to that question is the key to unlocking the original message. If properly identified, it will provide the correct filter or lens from which to process each part of the event. So let’s begin by identifying the question the disciples were presenting to Jesus.

			Jesus was walking along and he came across a man who was blind. The Scriptures do not outline any hint of a conversation that may or may not have taken place between Jesus and the blind man. All we know is that the disciples became curious; they wanted to know, “Why was this man born blind?” (John 9:2). Before Jesus could answer, they posed their own answer in the form of a question: “Was it a result of his own sins or those of his parents?” (John 9:2).

			So, what were the disciples really questioning? What were they grappling with? What were the disciples struggling to understand? At first glance, it may appear the disciples were asking about the man’s blindness, but a more prolonged contemplation reveals much more. The blind man’s inability to see was only the occasion for the question and nothing more. The disciples’ question ran much deeper. In essence, the disciples were asking: “Why was this man born blind when the majority of people are born with the ability to see?” Knowing that the majority of people were born with the gift of sight, the disciples were wrestling with the creative works of God. The Jewish people correctly attributed the crafting of the human body to be a work of God. They knew, beyond any doubt, that the act of creation was solely in God’s domain. They believed the words recorded in the Psalms: “You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13).

			The disciples were trying to understand what went wrong in this man’s case. Why was he born blind? In addition, it is important to note that the disciples could not have posed their question to anyone more qualified. No one could provide more insight on creation than Jesus. After all, Jesus was in the beginning. He participated in creation with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. The disciples were about to learn, to experience firsthand, about the direct link between Jesus and creation. This day the disciples would meet the real Jesus, the author of life. Before this encounter was over, this blind man would not be the only one to be given the gift of sight. All would see far more than they bargained for!

			As I have said, the vast difference between the blind man and everyone else born with the gift of sight prompted the disciples questioning. “Why was this man born blind?” The disciples could never have anticipated as to where their question would have led them. In addition, they were over-confident with their assumption for the blindness. In fact, their presupposition for the man’s blindness rendered them unable to see the real reason behind the man’s blindness. This situation made the disciples just as blind as the blind man. So, let’s return to their question: “Why was this man born blind?” Their original question remained, demanding an answer, and there was Jesus: ready, willing, and qualified to provide the right answer.

			A majestic awe filled the atmosphere. Jesus guided his disciples right through the creation story, providing his disciples with a firsthand glimpse of the creative power of God. Jesus would peel back time, exposing what took place on the sixth day of creation. What no eye had ever seen would be seen. Second, Jesus would demonstrate that his “workmanship is marvelous,” and that he is not restricted to weaving us “together in the dark[ness] of the womb” (Psalm 139:14–15). By publicly completing an act of creation, Jesus
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