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FOREWORD

The question of money, wealth, music and
leadership has been shrouded in misconceptions that at times border
on the mythical realms since time immemorial. But shrouded in
mystery as they may be for the majority of human beings,
individuals and community progress revolves around embracing
positive progress oriented ideas. It is unfortunate however that
the rate at which such positive ideas spread has at times been slow
especially in the third world countries. This may be attributed to
little knowledge and a negative attitude towards embracing positive
change.

Most societies for instance had a deep rooted
barter trade traditions such that when moneyed economy was evolving
worldwide, majority of the populace that didn’t have this system
were taken by surprise. Most had little or no knowledge about the
flow of money and as a result the kind of knowledge that the young
ones inherited wasn’t that beneficial to them. And the kind of
education system embraced did not also help much.

It is also interesting to note that most
religious denominations as they spread religion across the world
did not give the new converts adequate knowledge on the question of
money, wealth, music and leadership. They either shied away from it
or at most bedeviled any question that sought clarifications about
them, and said such questions were only concerned about earthly
things. That is why His Excellency, the late Mzee Jomo Kenyatta,
the first President of the Republic of Kenya would later say, “When
the missionaries arrived, the Africans had the land and the
missionaries had the Bible, they taught us how to pray with our
eyes closed. When they opened them, they had the land and we had
the Bible.”

What Mzee Jomo Kenyatta meant is that at the
end of the day, most Africans were poor and had little knowledge on
issues at hand such as an appropriate knowledge on the flow of
money within an economic system, wealth creation, use of talents
and leadership. These issues were essential for the growth of each
individual and as a nation. With the few individuals who had a
chance to study under the formal education system at the time of
independence, Kenya and most African countries found themselves
with mass monetary and wealth creation ignorance that it made it
near impossibility to forge ahead economically at a reliable
rate.

What my friend and colleague Mr. Onyango
Joseph Okewa has told in his book is reminiscent of the level of
knowledge in the past and more so the contemporary society. It is
not surprising that in the 21st century, one would still find
people who others think they have made it in life, but are still
full of ignorance. Therefore, our contemporary societies need, more
than ever before, a multi-dimensional approach to shed more light
on various issues that are vital creating a better world. With the
world making great strides in technological advancement and most
countries are experiencing an unprecedented economic growth;
emancipation of individuals from the shackles of economic ignorance
shall lead to an unprecedented sustainable economic growth.

I find it gratifying indeed that Mr. Okewa
Joseph has given me this opportunity to write a foreword for his
book. It is my hope and wish that those who read this book will see
clearly the need to embrace godliness and shake off backward ideas
around wealth, money and leadership as they pursue their
aspirations in life.

KIPLANGAT GORDWIN

English Language Teacher

28th JAN 2016

















PREFACE

Men and women are obsessed with wealth, fame
and power. Everyday their activities are directed towards
accumulating more wealth, becoming famous and controlling the
greatest number of people as indicators of success.

Because of this attitude, integrity and
ethics in the line of service has deteriorated. Many people cherish
the school of thought that ‘the end justifies the means’.
Therefore, moral values are rated second to the financial benefits
derived from business deals and transactions. Corruption and the
exploitation of humanity for financial gains has predominated our
society. Health, religion and integrity have been sacrificed at the
altar of hedonism and utilitarianism (Phil 3:18, 19). The thought
that the pursuit of pleasure based on the feelings of the majority
overrides integrity and ethics has diseased the society. The
attitude of wealth accumulation which God endowed a human being
with to be pursued under the governance of God’s ideals has been
perverted and made a curse. This book will enlighten the reader
with the best approaches to be used in accumulating wealth without
compromising integrity or God’s ideals. It is also important to
realize that wealth accumulation makes one to be powerful and thus
influential.

Being popular is the desire of many people in
the world. Many have discovered that the easiest way to be famous
is to exploit your talents optimally. A constructive fame is
attained when one’s talents are directed towards making the giver
of the talents famous.

Music is one of the talents that have been
used to attain a status of fame. In many occasions, the talent has
been exercised in a manner that grieves the giver of the talent and
elevates the fallen nature of humanity. This book explores the
proper use of music talent in promoting the fame of God and thus
being truly and constructively famous. The book gives an
understanding of the power in the music and how to make music
powerful for the good of the audience.

Ultimately, money and music may make one to
attain a position of a monarch. The monarchs of today have the
tendency to rubbish procedure and morality and have resorted to
deception and mud-slinging as a means of controlling their
subjects. This book explores biblical ideals that are useful when
one is in a position of being a monarch. It enables the monarchs to
exercise control in consistency with the will of the ruler of
heavens and earth.

It is my desire that this book be of great
help to you as you nurture your ambitions for wealth, fame and
power.

Joseph O. Okewa







PART 1: MONEY


INTRODUCTION


Whenever I think of money, I think of a
commodity that is widely accepted for exchange of goods and
services.

Because of its universal acceptability in
exchange for any commodity under the sun, many scramble for the
commodity, spend sleepless nights chasing the only item that
promotes the scarcity or abundance of the other commodities that we
possess.

Indeed, money is good and is a defense (Eccl.
7:12), but wisdom gives life. It is thus true that the wise use of
money is important. When money is mingled with love and made
subordinate to it, love will then dictate how the money can be
appropriated for the good of the society. This is why the
scriptures confirmed that even bestowing all the goods one has
without love is unprofitable (1 Corinthians 13:3). The word
translated as bestowing all goods means dividing into small
portions as a way of being careful and tender in distributing the
bounties one has freely given. This act that is a show-off was
severely reproved by Jesus since it does not display the
self-sacrificing character of God which is summarized as love
(Matthew 6:1–4).

It is the love of money that is the root of
all evils (1 Tim. 6:10). Amongst the majority of people, demand for
money is motivated by fear, desire, greed and ignorance. Money is
associated with desires for happiness, pleasure, comfort and
security. When your desires and motivations that are related to
money are controlling you, you become a servant of money. However,
successful people have confessed that you enjoy life when money is
a tool rather than a master.

In fact, it has been established that the
“love of riches make men selfish, exacting and overbearing”
(R&H Jan 15 1880). Money should therefore “never come before
God or our neighbours” (Matthew 19:23).

Many have gone to schools and are still going
to school because of their desire for more of these commodities.
However, men who have made several attempts to have more of this
commodity do not only get more but also end up spending more.

Economists say that the marginal propensity
to consume increases with increase in the disposable income.

The financial success of households in Kenya
is dependent on the understanding of the money game. This does not
mean understanding only the supply and demand of money, but also
its velocity and practical use of these concepts in making informed
decisions on a day to day basis.

Whenever you engage in an activity that
involves money transactions with good motives, and the people being
served read mischief in your activities by claiming that you are
out to make money, you should never be discouraged by such people.
They are pessimists who only ‘see a glass half full as half empty’
and read mischief in every good course.



1 THE NATURE OF OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM


The key to successful economic growth and
development is the nature of human capital development. Human
capital development arises out of the schooling and the training
systems.

The nature of the curriculum taught and the
objectives that the set curriculum aims at achieving; the resource
base that can support the achievement and the accurate
implementation of the curriculum are the major players in achieving
the objectives.

Looking at the Kenyan Education System, we
realize that it emphasizes passing by getting good grades since
only those who have scored C+ and above are qualified to go for
university programs.

The examination system is characterized by
massive cheating not only in high schools but also in the
University. Cheating has become so rampant that the national
examination councils have been caught unaware and rendered helpless
in trying to resolve the stalemate. This is motivated by the fact
that examinations have become a tool for sieving the desirable from
the undesirable or the achievers from the non-achievers.

In many schools, sports, music, art and craft
do not contribute to this grade, entrepreneurship projects are
undertaken only to earn marks. The objectives of the curriculum
stress more on the use of the left hemisphere of the brain at the
expense of the right hemisphere. Creativity, teamwork, critical
thinking and communication which are very important in accumulating
wealth have been neglected.

The system consists of rote learning where
the learners are required to memorize and regurgitate facts that
have been taught in classroom during the time of assessment. The
cramming process is intensified a few weeks to the examination
period so as to accurately reproduce the facts. Tutors, teachers
and lecturers award high scores to the learners who have accurately
reproduced the facts.

The implementation of the curriculum
advocated for by the country lacks adequate teaching facilities,
lacks adequately trained and dedicated personnel and is implemented
using obsolete equipment. In addition, the country’s bid to comply
with the Education For All requirements have reduced the
teacher-student ratio thus compromising the quality of
education.

The system also emphasizes on getting
permanent secure jobs where many graduates strive to get papers
which they will then use to look for jobs. The more permanent the
job and the high remuneration it attracts the better. Graduates
strive to maximize their earnings by getting two or more jobs. As a
result, little or no time is left for rest, family and
refreshment.

Many of the Kenyan graduates hope that by
undertaking such tasks for a certain number of years, they will
become rich. On the contrary, the top rich people in the world are
not employees. They are people who have learnt the art of making
money work for them. The education system is basically suited for
producing conformists who are highly specialized. It breeds
affiliates who may find it a struggle to cherish the need to
achieve financial independence and interdependence.


2 THE PROBLEM OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM


In Economics, we usually assume ceteris
paribus conditions when analyzing a phenomenon. This is a condition
where all other factors are held constant except for the variables
under analysis. For example, if all the students were subjected to
the same learning condition, most of them would pass and get good
grades.

A good education system is that which does
not only equip learners with the correct knowledge, skills and
attitudes but also make the learners equipped to handle life
matters after graduation.

The greatest problem is the validity of the
certificates and the grades therein. In addition, passing
examinations and attaining good grades do not automatically imply
being productive in the economy. Because of the loopholes in the
examination systems, the grades achieved by the candidates are
neither reliable nor valid. This means the bearers of such grades
rarely translate the grades into economic outcomes or outputs.

The system lumps all the learners in a
typical classroom situation, commends the top scorers and condemns
the poor scorers without considering the type of intelligence they
are endowed with. Consequently, there is an obsession with the
remedial programs, private tuitions and sub-contracted assignments
aimed at improving the scores of the learners. This slows down the
process of discovering the talents through which they can exploit
the economic advantages in their environment.

Permanent jobs create many middle class
people who struggle with bad debts. Because of this job
orientation, many Kenyans end up being middle class affiliates who
cannot survive without a job. Their pay slips are attractive to the
banks. They therefore look at the banks as their sole financial
solution makers but end up being over-burdened by loans for the
rest of their work lives.

The top rich people in the world are not
employees. If this education system continues in Kenya, then the
distribution of income and wealth will continue to be skewed; with
very few rich people and many others in the middle and poor class
categories. The new world wealth report (2014) confirms that two
thirds of Kenya’s forty-three trillion economy is controlled by
eight thousand three hundred super-rich individuals. This is
approximately zero point zero two percent of Kenya’s forty-two
million people.



3 WHAT THE EDUCATION SYSTEM LACKS


Our education system lack emphasis on talent
in grading the overall performance. The best education system is
that which discovers the talents of the child very early in life
and develops this talent. The child should be given time to develop
and perfect the talent together with the soft skills and executive
skills. At the end of education, the learner will have a chance to
perfectly apply the qualifications in real life.

The system also lacks emphasis on job
creation rather than being employees. The high unemployment rate in
Kenya is as a result of the white collar jobs mentality. Graduates
think that the existing jobs are for them so they keep the papers
as they wait for the jobs that relate to their qualifications. Job
creation can be emphasized by promoting a technologically
appropriate production technique. A country like Kenya that is
endowed with high population should resort to a labour intensive
industrialization. This means that all the graduates must possess
the skills required to promote industrial growth.

There is also inadequate and inappropriate
financial literacy. By the time one is out of the university, they
have learnt little or no financial literacy. This explains the
prevalence of financial problems, the loans such graduates depend
on for consumption rather than investment, massive corruption and
many white elephant projects.

Furthermore, there is more emphasis on
grades. In the current education system, low grades mean that you
are a fool while a higher grade means that you are wise.
Nevertheless, it has been established that some rich people in the
world never reached high school or are university dropouts. They
pursued their talents after dropping out and managed their finances
appropriately.

Indeed, financial literacy is expected to be
started at home and continue being taught in schools. Every young
person should be encouraged to “keep accurate record of any income
they receive and any expenditure they make.” The income can be in
the form of gifts from friends or parents or from their own legal
and genuine initiatives. By “selecting their own clothes, books and
other necessities,” and keeping their books of accounts, “they will
learn the value and use of money” (White, 1940).

The system lacks a clear program that can
link academic qualifications to hands on experience in the field of
work. While conducting lectures in the various universities in the
country, learners have in these days gathered courage to ask their
lecturers how they will apply the concepts they have learnt in real
life situations.

Previously, lecturers were never friendly to
answer such a challenging question. The multidimensional and
holistic link between academics and practice in the field of work
would definitely include financial literacy in theory and practice.
This link has been achieved in Germany where students’ enrolment
for a program runs concurrently with an apprenticeship that is paid
for.

If the financial literacy training is well
conducted in homes and schools, a systematic money behaviour will
be ignited amongst the youths and generosity will be inculcated in
them.



4 BIBLICAL FACTS ABOUT MONEY


The Bible is not silent about money and money
matters. The following facts are revealed from the Bible:

There is accountability: In Luke
19:15, the message is clear that God will demand accountability for
every advantage or capacity given to us either financially or
materially. In Mathew 25:20–27, the doubling of the money by
gaining shows that the increase arose from the honest industry of
trading. We should engage in honest dealings only.

In Mathew 28:11–15 and Acts 8:20, money was
used to bribe officers. In this case money was used to facilitate
deception, misrepresentation and falsification of facts by people
who had agreed to be false witnesses. This act still prevails in
the contemporary world today even amongst the servants of God. This
bribery should be rebuked and stopped.

In Ecclesiastes 7:12, money and wisdom are
described as a defence. But wisdom is more powerful because money
supports our temporal life but cannot guarantee everlasting life.
Wisdom grants us eternal life which will enable us to appropriate
money in such a way that we will be investing for eternal life at
the same time supporting our temporal life.

In Mark 12:40–42, we see that money is cast
into Gods treasury. We also note that everyone is required to cast
money into God’s treasury and that only trains us to develop the
character of sacrificing as God does.

In Luke 22:5, money led to the betrayal of
Jesus. Many who have cherished particular sins as Judas did, give
room for the evil one to fully occupy their lives, dumps the
company of Christian brothers and seeks company with evil traitors
of the saviour where they are encouraged to perfect their sinful
corrupt arts at the cheapest cost possible.

In 1 Timothy 6:10, the scriptures record that
the love of money is the root of all evil. In this text, we find
the disobedient servants being corrected, proud teachers who teach
strife and incite servants being rebuked, those who profess
religion to aid their demands for huge profits and better
emoluments being rebuked, contentment and godliness encouraged and
being rich defined as possessing more than food and raiment
(clothing and shelter).

It is then concluded that the love of money
is the root of all evil. Money is good and is a defence but the
love of money is the one that is being described as the root of all
the above problems in 1 Timothy chapter 6.

In Hebrews 13:5, we are admonished to be free
from the love of money. The Scriptures instructs us to enjoy
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