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●  The Minnesota Vikings joined the NFL as an expansion team in 1960.

●  They played their first regular-season game on September 17, 1961.

●  Their team name, "Vikings", represents the state's Scandinavian heritage.

●  Initially, they were slated to be in the AFL, but joined the NFL after a series of events.

●  The Vikings’ original owners included businessmen Bill Boyer, H.P. Skoglund, and Max Winter.

●  Minnesota's first win came in their inaugural game against the Chicago Bears.

●  They played at Metropolitan Stadium in Bloomington from 1961 to 1981.

●  In 1982, the team moved to the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome.

●  The Vikings won their first division title in 1970.

●  The team’s colors, purple and gold, are inspired by the royal symbolism associated with Vikings.

●  Their mascot, Viktor the Viking, was introduced in 2007.

●  The team’s fight song, "Skol, Vikings", was introduced in the 1960s.

●  They've won the NFC Championship game 4 times but have yet to secure a Super Bowl win.

●  The Vikings were the first team to appear in four Super Bowls.

●  Their legendary "Purple People Eaters" defense of the late 1960s and 1970s is one of the most iconic in NFL history.

●  The Vikings hold the NFL record for most postseason losses.

●  Minnesota’s coldest game was the 1969 NFL Championship, often referred to as the last "Ice Bowl."

●  Their 15-1 season in 1998 is one of the most dominant in NFL history.

●  The team moved to the state-of-the-art U.S. Bank Stadium in 2016.

●  The Vikings' ship-shaped Gjallarhorn is sounded before every home game.

●  They were the first team to draft a player from the Soviet Union in 1989.

●  The Vikings became the first modern NFL team to win a division title in its inaugural season.

●  Minnesota's rally cry "Skol" is derived from the Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian word “Skål,” a term used for cheers.

●  The Vikings' helmet horns are among the most recognizable symbols in the NFL.

●  Minnesota had one of the longest sellout streaks in the NFL, spanning from 1965 to 2002.

●  The team has had only three primary logos since their inception.

●  The team's first-ever draft pick was Tommy Mason, a running back from Tulane.

●  The Vikings' cheerleaders are known as the "Minnesota Vikings Cheerleaders" (MVC).

●  In their first season, they finished with a 3-11 record.

●  The Vikings were the first team to play in two Super Bowls in the 1970s.

●  Their longest winning streak in a single season is 12 games, achieved in 2019.

●  The team has appeared in the playoffs over 30 times.

●  Their 50th season in 2010 was marked with a special logo and celebrations.

●  The team’s all-time leading rusher is Adrian Peterson.

●  Bud Grant, their iconic coach, led the team to four Super Bowls.

●  The Vikings had a famous "Love Boat" scandal in 2005.

●  They're one of the few teams to have lost four Super Bowls.

●  Minnesota's first touchdown was scored by Bob Schnelker.

●  They once played a Monday Night Football game in Detroit due to a snowstorm collapsing the Metrodome roof.

●  In 2010, Brett Favre’s consecutive starts streak ended while he was with the Vikings.

●  The Vikings' original mascot was named "Hub Meeds," dressed as a Viking.

●  They have a heated rivalry with the Green Bay Packers.

●  The team once had a live mascot named "Ragnar" who would ride onto the field on a motorcycle.

●  Minnesota was part of the biggest upset in NFL playoff history in 1969.

●  The Vikings have one of the best winning percentages in the NFL history.

●  Their legendary quarterback Fran Tarkenton was the NFL MVP in 1975.

●  The team's training camp was historically held in Mankato, Minnesota.

●  Minnesota's first Pro Bowl player was Fran Tarkenton in 1964.

●  The Vikings have retired six jersey numbers in honor of their greats.

●  They've had only three stadiums throughout their existence: Metropolitan Stadium, Metrodome, and U.S. Bank Stadium.
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Hall of Fame Players
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●  Fran Tarkenton, a quarterback inducted in 1986, played 18 seasons in the NFL.

●  Alan Page was the first defensive player to win the NFL MVP.

●  Carl Eller, a member of the "Purple People Eaters", was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2004.

●  Cris Carter, inducted in 2013, finished his career with 130 touchdowns.

●  John Randle, undrafted out of college, became one of the NFL's most dominant defensive tackles.

●  Randall McDaniel started 202 consecutive games in his career.

●  Paul Krause holds the NFL record for most career interceptions with 81.

●  Ron Yary, inducted in 2001, was the first offensive lineman taken as the No.1 overall draft pick.

●  Mick Tingelhoff played 240 consecutive games and was inducted in 2015.

●  Chris Doleman ranks fifth in career sacks in the NFL.

●  Bud Grant, who coached several Hall of Famers, was inducted in 1994.

●  Jim Finks, the Vikings' GM who drafted many Hall of Famers, was enshrined in 1995.

●  Gary Zimmerman is one of the few players inducted into both the NFL and CFL Hall of Fame.

●  Adrian Peterson, although not yet in the Hall of Fame, is widely regarded as one of the best running backs and is expected to be inducted.

●  Carl Eller was named All-Pro five times during his career.

●  Paul Krause played in eight Pro Bowls during his career.

●  Alan Page played 215 consecutive games.

●  Fran Tarkenton was the first quarterback to pass for 40,000 yards.

●  Cris Carter was the second player in NFL history to catch 1,000 passes.

●  John Randle recorded double-digit sack totals for eight straight seasons.

●  Mick Tingelhoff never missed a game
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