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​Chapter 1: Welcome to Texas Hold ’Em
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Texas Hold ’Em is more than just a card game. It’s a test of patience, logic, and people skills. Around the world, millions of players sit down at tables, whether in casinos, online, or at friendly home games, to take part in the excitement of this fast-paced yet deeply strategic game. If you’re completely new to poker, you’ve chosen the perfect place to start.

What Makes Texas Hold ’Em the Most Popular Poker Game

There are many forms of poker, but none have captured global attention like Texas Hold ’Em. The rules are simple: each player gets two private cards, and five community cards are shared on the table. Players make the best five-card hand they can from any combination of their two cards and the shared ones.

This balance of simplicity and depth is what makes Texas Hold ’Em so appealing. The basic rules can be learned in minutes, but mastering the game can take years. It’s easy for beginners to join a table and start playing right away, yet experienced players continue to discover new strategies as they gain experience.

Televised tournaments like the World Series of Poker (WSOP) and online poker sites helped make Texas Hold ’Em famous in the early 2000s. Players such as Chris Moneymaker and Daniel Negreanu turned poker into a global phenomenon, showing that anyone, with enough practice and discipline, could turn a hobby into a skillful, rewarding pursuit.

The Mix of Skill, Psychology, and Luck

One reason Texas Hold ’Em has such staying power is that it perfectly blends three elements: skill, psychology, and luck.

Skill: Successful players rely on logic, math, and strategy. They know which starting hands to play, when to fold, and how to adjust their approach based on position and opponent behavior. Over time, skill becomes the deciding factor in who wins most often.

Psychology: Every poker hand is a conversation without words. You’re constantly observing others, how they bet, how they react, and what they reveal through their behavior. Good players use psychology to read opponents, disguise their own intentions, and make better decisions under pressure.

Luck: No matter how skilled you are, poker will always have an element of chance. Sometimes the right card comes on the river; sometimes it doesn’t. The key is learning to manage luck and take advantage of good fortune when it comes, and staying calm and disciplined when it doesn’t.

In the long run, luck evens out, and players who combine skill and emotional control will consistently come out ahead.
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What You’ll Learn in This Book

This book will guide you step-by-step from the basics of Texas Hold ’Em to the skills you need to play with confidence. You don’t need any previous poker experience, just curiosity and an open mind. Here’s what you can expect to learn:

	How the game works: You’ll understand the structure of a hand, from the blinds to the final showdown.

	Hand rankings and strategy: You’ll learn which hands are worth playing, when to bet, and when to fold.

	Reading the table: You’ll practice observing patterns and understanding what other players’ actions mean.

	Managing your bankroll: You’ll learn how to play responsibly and avoid common money mistakes.

	Developing good habits: You’ll discover how to stay focused, control your emotions, and think like a poker player.


By the end of this book, you’ll have a solid foundation in Texas Hold ’Em. You’ll understand not just how to play, but how to think strategically, make informed decisions, and enjoy the game for a lifetime. So, shuffle up, take your seat, and get ready to learn. The cards are about to be dealt.
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​Chapter 2: The Basics of the Game
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Before diving into strategy, it’s important to understand how Texas Hold ’Em is actually played. The game follows a consistent structure, whether you’re at a casino, playing online, or hosting a home game. Once you understand the goal, the setup, and the order of play, you’ll be ready to sit down at any table with confidence.

The Goal of Texas Hold ’Em

The goal of Texas Hold ’Em is simple: win chips by forming the best five-card poker hand or by getting all other players to fold before the showdown.

Each player is dealt two private cards (called hole cards), and five community cards are placed face up on the table over several betting rounds. Players can use any combination of their two cards and the five community cards to make the strongest possible five-card hand. 

There are two main ways to win a hand:

	Showdown Victory: You have the best hand when all betting rounds are complete and remaining players reveal their cards.

	Fold Victory: You make all other players fold before the showdown through strategic betting or bluffing.


Remember, poker isn’t just about having good cards, it’s about making good decisions. A skilled player can often win with a weaker hand by reading the situation and applying pressure at the right time.

How Many Players, Chips, and Cards Are Used

Players: Texas Hold ’Em is usually played with 2 to 10 players at a single table. Two-player games are called “heads-up” matches, while larger tables (6 or 9 players) are common in both live and online poker.

Cards: A standard 52-card deck is used (no jokers). The cards are ranked from Ace (high) to 2 (low), though the Ace can sometimes act as low in straights (A–2–3–4–5).

Chips: Instead of playing with cash directly, poker is usually played with chips, which represent different values. Typical denominations might look like this:

	White chips = $1

	Red chips = $5

	Blue chips = $10

	Green chips = $25


In cash games, each chip has a real-money value. In tournaments, chips have no cash value; they simply represent your standing in the game. Before play begins, each player “buys in” for a certain number of chips, ensuring everyone starts with an equal stack or an agreed amount.
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The Order of Play and Structure of a Hand

A hand of Texas Hold ’Em follows a consistent order of events. Understanding this flow will help you stay focused and avoid confusion during play.

	The Blinds
To start the action, two players must post forced bets called the small blind and big blind. 	The small blind is posted by the player immediately to the left of the dealer.

	The big blind is posted by the next player to the left.
These blinds create an initial pot and ensure there’s always something to play for.



	Dealing the Hole Cards
Each player receives two private cards face down. Only you can see your own cards. These are your hole cards, and they form the foundation of your strategy.

	Pre-Flop Betting Round
Starting with the player to the left of the big blind, each player can: 	Fold: Give up the hand and forfeit any chips already bet.

	Call: Match the amount of the big blind.

	Raise: Increase the bet, forcing others to call or fold.





After all players have acted, the highest bet must be matched by anyone who wants to stay in the hand.


	The Flop
The dealer places three community cards face up on the table. These cards are shared by all players.
Another round of betting begins, starting with the player to the left of the dealer button.

	The Turn
A fourth community card is dealt face up.
Players bet again, often with larger bet sizes than before.

	The River
The fifth and final community card is dealt face up.
This is the last chance to improve your hand before the final betting round.

	The Showdown
If two or more players remain after the final round of betting, they reveal their cards. 	The best five-card hand wins the pot.

	If there’s a tie, the pot is split evenly among the winners.



	New Hand
The dealer button moves one position to the left, and a new hand begins with the same sequence of blinds, dealing, and betting.
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A Simple Example

Let’s look at a quick example to tie it all together:

	You’re dealt Ace of Hearts and King of Hearts.

	The flop shows Queen of Hearts, Ten of Diamonds, and Five of Hearts.
You now have a strong draw (a possible straight and a possible flush).

	You call a bet and see the turn: Jack of Hearts.
You’ve just made a royal flush, the best hand in poker.

	On the river, you bet confidently, your opponent calls, and you win the pot at showdown.


Even though you’ll rarely get such a perfect hand, this example shows how the five community cards interact with your two hole cards to form your final hand.

Texas Hold ’Em may seem like a lot to remember at first, but the structure soon becomes second nature. Every hand follows this same rhythm, with blinds, the deal, betting, community cards, and the showdown. Once you know this flow, you can focus on what really matters: making the best decisions possible.
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Before you can make good decisions at the poker table, you need to understand how poker hands are ranked. Every hand in Texas Hold ’Em is based on five cards, and knowing which combinations are strongest is the foundation of all strategy.

This chapter will walk you through the rankings, from the weakest to the strongest, and then show you how to compare hands at showdown, followed by a few simple practice examples.

From High Card to Royal Flush

Here are the official poker hand rankings, listed from lowest to highest.

1. High Card
When you don’t have any matching cards, straights, or flushes, your hand is ranked by your highest card.
	Example: A♠ 10♦ 7♣ 5♠ 2♥ → “Ace high”

	If two players both have an Ace high, the next highest card (the “kicker”) decides the winner.


2. One Pair
Two cards of the same rank.
	Example: 9♣ 9♥ A♠ 6♦ 3♠ → “Pair of nines”

	Kickers decide ties. For example, a pair of nines with an Ace kicker beats a pair of nines with a King kicker.


3. Two Pair
Two different pairs, plus one extra card.
	Example: K♣ K♦ 8♠ 8♣ 5♥ → “Kings and eights”

	If two players have the same top pair, the second pair (and then the kicker) determines the winner.


4. Three of a Kind (Trips or Set)
Three cards of the same rank.
	Example: 7♠ 7♦ 7♣ J♠ 4♥ → “Three of a kind, sevens”

	A “set” is made with a pair in your hand and one on the board; “trips” use one card in your hand and two on the board.


5. Straight
Five consecutive cards in sequence, of any suit.
	Example: 5♣ 6♦ 7♠ 8♥ 9♣ → “Nine-high straight”

	Aces can be high or low (A–2–3–4–5 or 10–J–Q–K–A), but not both.


6. Flush
Five cards of the same suit, not in sequence.
	Example: A♥ J♥ 9♥ 6♥ 2♥ → “Ace-high flush”

	If two players have a flush, the one with the highest card in that suit wins.
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7. Full House
Three of one rank and two of another.
	Example: Q♠ Q♦ Q♣ 6♠ 6♦ → “Queens full of sixes”

	When comparing full houses, the three-of-a-kind part determines the winner (three queens beat three jacks).


8. Four of a Kind (Quads)
Four cards of the same rank.
	Example: 10♠ 10♦ 10♣ 10♥ 3♦ → “Four of a kind, tens”

	If two players somehow both have quads, the higher four wins (though this is extremely rare).


9. Straight Flush
Five consecutive cards, all in the same suit.
	Example: 5♦ 6♦ 7♦ 8♦ 9♦ → “Nine-high straight flush”

	Only one hand beats a straight flush: a royal flush.


10. Royal Flush
The highest possible hand in poker—Ace, King, Queen, Jack, and Ten of the same suit.
	Example: 10♥ J♥ Q♥ K♥ A♥

	A royal flush is unbeatable.
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How to Compare Hands at Showdown

When two or more players reach the showdown, the dealer compares hands to determine the winner. Here’s how the process works:

	Hand Category Comes First 	A flush always beats a straight.

	A full house always beats a flush.

	Higher-ranking hand categories always win over lower ones, no matter the card values.



	Within the Same Category, Compare Card Values 	If both players have a straight, the one ending in the higher card wins.

	If both have a flush, compare the highest card, then the next, until a difference is found.



	Use Kickers to Break Ties 	Kickers are extra cards that come into play when the main part of a hand is the same.

	Example: Both players have a pair of Kings. One has A–K–K–7–3, the other has K–K–Q–J–9. The first player wins because the Ace kicker is higher than the Queen.



	Split Pots When Hands Are Identical 	If both players have exactly the same five-card hand (same ranks and suits on the board), the pot is split evenly.




Practice Examples

Example 1:
Board: 10♠ 10♦ 7♣ 4♣ 2♠
	Player A: A♣ 9♠

	Player B: 10♥ 8♦


Result: Player B wins with three of a kind (tens). Player A only has a pair of tens with an Ace kicker.

Example 2:
Board: K♠ Q♠ 10♦ 9♦ 2♣
	Player A: J♦ 8♦

	Player B: A♥ J♠


Result:
Player A wins with a diamond straight flush (8–9–10–J–Q). Player B has only a King-high straight.

Example 3:
Board: A♠ A♦ K♣ K♥ 7♠
	Player A: Q♣ 7♦

	Player B: 9♣ K♠


Result:
Both players have two pairs (Aces and Kings), but Player A’s kicker (Queen) beats Player B’s kicker (King is already part of the pair). Player A wins.

Final Thoughts

Understanding hand rankings is one of the most important steps in learning Texas Hold ’Em. Once you can quickly recognize what beats what, you’ll spend less time trying to figure out who won and more time focusing on strategy and decision-making.
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Every Texas Hold ’Em hand follows the same rhythm, a predictable sequence of action that helps keep the game organized and fair. Understanding this flow is key to playing confidently at the table. Let’s go through it step by step.

Blinds and the Dealer Button

Every hand begins with a dealer button, a small round marker that rotates clockwise after each hand. The player with the button is considered the “dealer” for that hand, even if a real dealer is present in a casino.

To start the action, two players to the left of the button must post blinds—forced bets that ensure there’s always money in the pot.

	Small Blind: The player immediately to the left of the dealer posts this.

	Big Blind: The player to the left of the small blind posts this, usually double the small blind amount.


Blinds create initial action and incentive for players to compete for the pot.

Pre-Flop: The First Betting Round

After the blinds are posted, each player is dealt two hole cards face down. These are private cards that only you can use.

Starting with the player to the left of the big blind, each player has a choice:

	Fold: Discard your cards and take no further part in the hand.

	Call: Match the amount of the big blind.

	Raise: Increase the bet.


Once everyone has acted, the remaining players proceed to the next stage.

The Flop: Community Cards Begin

The dealer burns (discards) one card face down, then deals three community cards face up in the center of the table. These are shared by all remaining players to make the best possible five-card hand. Another round of betting follows, starting with the player to the left of the dealer button.

The Turn: The Fourth Community Card

The dealer burns another card, then places a







	Blinds: Alice posts the small blind (10), and Bob posts the big blind (20).

	Pre-Flop: Carol raises to 60. Dave folds. Alice calls 50 more. Bob calls 40 more.

	Flop: The dealer reveals 10♣ 7♦ 2♠. Alice checks. Bob bets 100. Carol calls. Alice folds.

	Turn: The dealer adds the 5♥. Bob checks. Carol bets 150. Bob calls.

	River: The dealer reveals the K♠. Bob checks again. Carol checks behind.

	Showdown: Bob shows A♦ 10♠ (pair of tens). Carol shows 7♣ 7♠ (three of a kind, sevens). Carol wins the pot.
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