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The Aztecs beget Mexico
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Spanish is the dominant language in Mexico. They have a word, which is 'Azteca', and it is derived from Aztlan, which can be translated as "White Land." The Aztecs, once a culture in what is now central Mexico, flourished from 1300 CE to 1521 CE; the Aztecs are also known as the Mexica. The name Mexica came to be applied to the ancient city of Tenochtitlan and to the modern Mexican nation. 

The language of the Aztecs was Nahuatl. Once the Aztecs achieved political ascendancy, Nahuatl became the common language for those who lived in or around Aztec culture. The Aztecs came into contact with the highly developed Toltec civilization nearby.

Aztec tradition says the god Huitzilopochtli ordered them to search for a permanent home, which would be indicated by an eagle perched on a nopal cactus with a serpent in its beak. Their pilgrimage ended in the year of 2 HOUSE, according to their calendar, which corresponds to 1325 CE. 

On an island in Lake Texcoco, elder members of the tribe spotted the eagle which possessed the serpent, on the cactus. They built a temple there and the first dwellings of Tenochtitlan. By the way, the god Huitzilopochtli means 'Turquoise Prince', and he was considered their sun god, and he was represented in art as a hummingbird. The god's first shrine was built on a spot where the heathen priests found the eagle poised on a rock devouring a snake. The sight of the eagle on a cactus with a serpent in its beak is so important to Mexicans, that they decided to put the image of that on their national flag.

The Aztecs believed the sun god needed daily nourishment in the form of human blood. The sun god's high priest, the Quetzalcoatl, meaning 'Feathered Serpent', was 1 of 2  heads of the Aztec clergy. 

By the 15th century of the Christian calendar, the Aztecs were becoming known as an established dominion throughout what became known as central America. The hearts sacrificed to the sun god were supposed to guarantee human existence, just like today there are pagans who have babies aborted every year in order to supposedly guarantee human existence by keeping the population low enough to ensure that everyone has enough food to eat and room enough to keep from being supposedly overcrowded - even though the God of Israel made this terrestrial ball big enough for all the world's population, and there is enough food to feed 3 planets; but, greed got in the way and the greedy could not blame themselves, so they blamed it on families who wish to have more than 3 children, and the greedy worship money more than God, and the greedy enjoy the idea of sacrificing children for the sake of selfishness.

But, back to the Aztecs. To the Aztecs, war was a religious obligation, because blood would be shed to feed that god. They then could provide prisoners as sacrifices.

Then Diego Velazquez, the governor of Cuba, came along. Diego laid the foundation for the conquest of the land of the Aztecs. In 1517, Diego sent expeditions, headed by Francisco Hernandez de Cordoba, to explore Yucatan. Then Diego commissioned Hernan Cortes to outfit an expedition to investigate tales of great wealth in what would become the Gulf of Mexico. Cortes founded the city of Veracruz. He conquered the natives in the name of Charles I of Spain.

By 1521, Cortes had taken Tenochtitlan. Many indigenous warriors who did not give allegiance to the Aztecs helped the Spaniards conquer the Aztecs, because of the indigenous tribes' hatred of their Aztec overlords.

Over the island-city's ruins, the Spaniards built a new capital, erecting a Catholic cathedral on the stones of the sun god's temple. Yucatan was the only area the Spaniards had a hard time conquering, an area inhabited by Mayans. 

After discovering silver mines in what is now San Luis Potosi, Spaniards occupied most of the north central region of what is now Mexico. Throughout the northern region of today's Mexico, the first Spanish settlers were Franciscans who established buildings called missions. The Spaniard's new domain became known as New Spain, a territory governed by an administrator appointed by the king of Spain.

Then the Bourbon kings took over the Spanish throne and introduced French practices into the overseas administration of the Spanish empire. The house of Bourbon is a dynasty of French origin, a branch of the Capetian dynasty. The Capetian dynasty, descended from the Franks. The Franks were a group of Germanic peoples. 

To be more exact, the house of Bourbon consisted of members who descend from Louis I. 

+++

Then along came the culture of Charles II to the shores of Veracruz. The reforms of Charles II created intendancies. Each intendancy, in Spanish intendencia, was presided over by someone who was given a wide privilege of self-government in economic production. An intendant was just a high-ranking official.

At this point in New Spain, there was a period called 'enlightenment', which spurred the spread of new scientific knowledge. This caused the residents of New Spain to look to the 13 British colonies stationed along the east coast of North America, because New Spain had heard a rumor that there was inspiration to be found there. What New Spain found there was the American Revolution. As a result, political liberalism crept over the borders of New Spain and into the hearts of the residents of New Spain. The seed which was planted into the hearts of New Spain was this question: Do kings have a divine right to be kings? 

While this question was being entertained, authorities in Madrid increased the regular Spanish troops. They did so by doing some recruiting in Yucatan; in Yucatan, Spanish recruiters told the men interested in joining that, if they started a local militia, then they would receive special exemptions, which became known as fueros - but the fueros would only be granted to Creole officers, that is, officers who were born in New Spain. Creole was also a subtle way of referring to those who were born in New Spain of European parents who had made love to those of African descent: in other words, humans who had dark skin having sex with humans who had light skin. 
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An important revolt in New Spain was sparked by Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, a parish priest in Dolores. In 1810, Hidalgo issued the 'cry of Dolores', calling for the end of rule by those Spaniards who were born in Spain, but residing in the New World. Hidalgo rang his church bell and gave the call to arms, shouting, 'My children: a new dispensation comes to us today. Will you receive it? Will you free yourselves? Will you recover the lands stolen 300 years ago from your forefathers by the hated Spaniards? We must act at once! Will you defend your religion and your rights as true patriots? Long live our lady of Guadalupe! Death to bad government! Death to the blockheads!'

But Hidalgo did not stop there. Hidalgo warned that the Spaniards would deliver those living in New Spain to the godless French. Hidalgo exhorted his followers to fight for the apparition known as our lady of Guadalupe. The town was a little startled, because they knew Hidalgo's background, that he was mostly of Spanish descent, and that is why the town sweeper said in response to his cry, 'But, if you speak Spanish and you have parents who are mainly of Spanish descent, how can you say that any land has been stolen from you? Besides, the Spaniards are Catholic and you are too. So what religion are you defending?'

But, because the locals were tired of being mistreated by their Spanish landlords, Hidalgo was able to find enough unhappy souls and convince them to march into Guanajuato. The forces of the king defeated Hidalgo at the bridge of Calderon in 1811. Hidalgo was executed, ending the first sign of civil war based on politics.

The Hidalgo cause was taken up by Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon, a parish priest. With an army, Morelos won control of big sections of the southern part of New Spain. The congresses which Morelos called together at Chilpancingo issued formal declarations of independence.

Ferdinand 7th ordered troops to crush the Morelos revolution. Morelos was captured, shot and declared a heretic in 1815. But guerrilla bands kept alive the populist tradition which had been started by Morelos. 

Agustin de Iturbide, a Creole, was given command of troops in order to snuff out remnants of the republican movement headed by Vicente Guerrero. While seeming to fight Guerrero, Iturbide was secretly negotiating with him on how to join a new independence movement. In 1821, they issued the Iguala Plan, a document declaring that the land of New Spain was in the process of becoming Mexico, and that Mexico would be independent, that its religion would be Roman Catholic, and that its inhabitants should not separate into Mexican and European groups. It specified that this emerging nation called Mexico would be a constitutional monarchy under Ferdinand 7th. The combined troops of Iturbide and Guerrero, under the banner of the ARMY OF THE 3 GUARANTEES, ended up gaining control of most of this new nation called Mexico. And they repeated those 3 assurances: preservation of Catholicism, union, and independence. 

The Treaty of Cordoba ended New Spain's dependence on Old Spain, and so New Spain was renamed the Mexican Empire. So the Mexicans separated from Old Spain on 24 August 1821. General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna revolted against Mexico's new leadership. In 1822, Santa Anna proclaimed that Mexico should be a republic.

+++

Before we delve into the adventures of Santa Anna, let it be said that almost 200 years after Santa Anna's proclamation, Mexico was able to find enough courage to say, 'There is no official religion in Mexico.' But that was not always the case. Roman Catholicism, at least by appearances, ruled in Mexico, but over time Protestants increasingly claimed the land for Jesus the Jew. Protestants, for lack of a better word, have been exceedingly successful in converting the urban poor. 

The indigenous of Mexico are still known to mix traditional pagan beliefs with papal doctrines. The Huichol employ a hallucinogenic cactus fruit called peyote in their religious ceremonies - but does the government still consider peyote to be an illegal narcotic? What is more, under President Obrador, about 80% of Mexicans claim to be adherents of the Vatican's spiritual country club run by a false Mary.

Having said that, Santa Anna was planning on taking Mexico in a direction that seemed good in some ways, but in other ways a mixed bag of evil. Santa Anna's proclamation was the beginning of the end for Mexico's first epoch, that being the dying Mexican empire.

This meant that Mexico would have to venture into the virtually unknown philosophy of self-government. While Noah Webster was busy creating America's first great dictionary to honor God, Mexico was writing a constitution that would give them a hopeful republic. In the process, the indigenous lost their colonial status, making them worse off. 

Chattel slavery still existed: that is, some people were treated as personal property, and Mexico was wise enough to abolish it in 1829. 

At this point, 2 factions had emerged, competing for control of Mexico: the Centralists who favored Catholicism as the exclusive religion; and the Federalists, who were anticlerical.

But there was 1 soul who was an annual favorite no matter what party was in power: Santa Anna, who was like his own party. But in a very clever and sneaky way, he started out his plans as an ally with the Federalists, and ended up nullifying the anticlerical legislation when he became President. He ended up being President 11 times. He was President when difficulties over Mexican Texas first happened. When Mexico began to lessen the political rights of the Anglos who lived in Mexican Texas - Anglos who were guests of the Mexican government - then those Anglos decided to abandon the supposed luxuries of the state known as Coahuila y Tejas. 

And so those Anglos, who were called whites, declared a chunk of Tejas to be part of what would become Texas. English was a big part of why the Anglos of Tejas started having friction with Mexicans in the region known as Tejas; another reason was freedom of religion.

But there was a third reason. Santa Anna had eliminated state's rights in Mexico. So that caused the Anglos to fight back politically, because Anglos had a love affair with state's rights in American culture. The Anglos lost the battle of the Alamo, but regained enough strength to defeat and capture Santa Anna in 1836.

And so the Anglos got their wish: they created Texas, but Mexico refused to recognize it. When the US started gulping more of Mexico's territory westward, Mexico felt like its own existence was being threatened. 

Little did many know that Santa Anna had gotten his freedom by way of Andrew Jackson's mercy, which meant that Santa Anna was trying to negotiate with the US concerning territorial struggles. But many in Mexico did not like Santa Anna's comings and goings, and therefore were able to temporarily overthrow Santa Anna, insisting that the US had to be dealt with in the manner of tough love, rather than with the kid gloves that Santa Anna was wearing due to his trauma as a failed leader.
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And yet, America's westward conquest continued, which brought Mexico to the next level of aggression. Mexico felt it was time to start shedding even more American blood, and that is what brought about the declaration of war from the halls of the American Congress. Now America was in a state of war against Mexico. This was partly because many Anglos in Texas had had direct ties to America for generations.

Santa Anna found himself employed again. He fought America's Taylor at Buena Vista, where Santa Anna was beaten and made to retreat in 1847. This brought about the expedition of General Winfield Scott, who chased down Santa Anna, and made Santa Anna once more taste defeat, at a battle located in Cerro Gordo. So America asked itself: Why stop there?! So America headed toward Mexico City and captured it. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the war between Mexico and America, thus allowing America to claim more land from Tejas. 

But America's land-claiming did not stop there. America also claimed other territories, lands which became known as Utah, Nevada, California, New Mexico, Arizona, Oklahoma, Colorado and Wyoming, actions which cut Mexico in half. The US paid Mexico $15 million in return.

This was not enough for Santa Anna, and that is why he became a dictator. He decreed that he should be addressed as 'His Most Serene Highness.' 

Then there was Benito Juarez, the saner side of Mexico. He belonged to the Zapotec tribe, an indigenous people. He had spent some time in New Orleans. Juarez saw the need for fundamental reform in Mexico. 

Juarez had been the governor of his native Oaxaca for 6 years before being imprisoned for his liberal stances. He escaped his political incarceration and took refuge in the French Quarter of New Orleans. He made his living by working at a tobacco factory, rolling cigars. In 1855, seeking to spark a revolution, he decided to sit down and write the Plan of Ayutla he wrote in New Orleans, then return to Mexico with it under his arm. 

The plan aimed at removing the conservative President Antonio López de Santa Anna from control of Mexico during the period known as the Second Federal Republic of Mexico. Initially, the plan seemed little different than other political plans of the era, but it is considered to be the first act of the Liberal Reform in Mexico. It was the catalyst for revolts in many parts of Mexico, which led to the resignation of Santa Anna from the Presidency.

What moved Juarez to do such a thing? Juarez tells us why, by taking us back in time, to explain what formed his mind in his early days. He wrote this in 1857:


On March 21, 1806, I was born in the village of San Pablo Guelato, the jurisdiction of Santa Tomás Ixtlán in the state of Oaxaca. My parents, Marcelino Juárez and Brigida García, Indians of the primitive ethnicity of the country, died when I had hardly reached 3 years of age, leaving my sisters María Joséfa, Rosa and I in the care of our paternal grandparents, Pedro Juárez and Justa López, also of the Zapotec nation. 

But I did have another sister. Her name was María Longinos; my mother died giving birth to her. She remained in the care of my maternal aunt, Cecilia García. Within a few years my grandparents died; my sister María Joséfa married Tiburcio López of the village of Santa María Yahuiche. My elder sister Rosa married José Jimenez of the village of Ixtlan, and I was left under the guardianship of my uncle Bernardino Juárez, because one of my other uncles, Bonifacio Juárez, had already died; my uncle Maríano Juárez lived apart from his family, and my uncle Pablo Juárez was still a minor.

As soon as I could think at all, I dedicated myself, insofar as my young age permitted, to work in the fields. In the few intervals in which we were not working, my uncle taught me to read; he showed me how useful and advantageous it would be for me to know the Spanish language, and since at that time it was extremely difficult for poor people, and especially for the Zapotec nation, to follow any learned career, except for an ecclesiastical career - which some call 'holy orders' - he revealed that he wanted me to study for ordination. His desire, and the examples that
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