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Was it Peter Tobin OR Bible John? You Tell Me

Some cases refuse to die.

Some names linger in the shadows, whispered in fear, debated in pubs, dissected by detectives, and obsessed over by those who can’t let go of the past.

Bible John is one of those names.

For over 50 years, Scotland has been haunted by the question:

Who was the well-dressed stranger who charmed women at the Barrowland Ballroom, only to strangle them with their own tights?

Was he a ghost? A myth? A one-time killer who disappeared into the night?

Or did he simply change his name... and kill again?

When Peter Tobin was unmasked as a sadistic predator decades later, the similarities were too chilling to ignore. He had the same haunts, the same methods, and the same cold, calculating cruelty.

Coincidence? Or confirmation?

This book doesn’t claim to have all the answers.

But it does have the evidence. The eyewitness accounts. The forensic clues. The facts that were buried, ignored, or conveniently forgotten.

And now, it’s time to lay them all out.

To reopen the case.

To challenge everything we thought we knew.

To finally ask, once and for all—

Was it Peter Tobin OR Bible John?

You tell me.



Outline of the Investigation.

The Cold Case is Reopened

Present Day (2024) – Glasgow

- Detective Inspector Malcolm Kerr is working cold cases before his upcoming retirement. He’s haunted by the Bible John murders, which remain unsolved over 50 years later.  

- A young detective, DS Rory Callahan, dismisses Bible John as an urban legend, but Kerr insists there were too many coincidences in Peter Tobin’s past to ignore.  

- Dr. Evelyn Fraser, a forensic psychologist, is brought in to assess the possibility of Tobin being Bible John. She’s initially sceptical but intrigued.  

- The Breakthrough: A DNA sample from a surviving relative of one of Bible John’s victims shows a potential familial match to Tobin’s known DNA profile—but it’s inconclusive due to degraded evidence.  

- Kerr and Callahan visit Peter Tobin in prison (before his 2022 death). Tobin, now weak and dying, taunts them with cryptic clues but refuses to confess.  

Past (1968-1971) – The Bible John Murders  

- Three women, all strangled, found after nights out at the Barrowland Ballroom.  

- Investigators interview Moira McTaggart, a young dancer who had a disturbing encounter with a man matching Bible John’s description but escaped.  

- A young Malcolm Kerr, fresh on the force, watches as the case goes cold due to lack of forensic evidence and unreliable witness statements.  

- The Sketch & The Suspect: The famous police sketch of Bible John is made, based on a witness who saw the suspect with his last known victim. But the case stalls.  

Uncovering the Hidden Past 

Present Day – 2024  

- Kerr and Callahan reexamine Tobin’s life timeline—they find gaps in his whereabouts during the Bible John murders.  

- New Testimony: Moira McTaggart, now in her 70s, is finally willing to speak. She describes her close call with Bible John, and her details eerily match early reports of Tobin’s mannerisms.  

- The Forgotten Lead: A retired Reverend Thomas Quinn (who worked at the Glasgow church where Tobin killed Angelika Kluk in 2006) hints at Tobin confessing to earlier murders in a drunken rant decades ago. He’s reluctant to share more.  

- Connection to Tobin’s House in Bathgate (1991):  

- While searching through old police files, the team finds that Tobin lived in Bathgate, not far from where Bible John’s last victim was found.  

- A former landlord recalls Tobin suddenly moving out in 1971, the same year the killings stopped.  

- Could he have fled to England after the murders, reinventing himself under new identities? 

Past – 1968-1971 

- A young Peter Tobin is seen frequenting dance halls under fake names. He charms women, but something about him unsettles people.  

- In 1971, Bible John disappears. Unbeknownst to police, Tobin moves away and reinvents himself as a new man, starting his pattern of drifting and evading detection.  

The Final Truth 

Present Day – 2024

- Final Visit to Tobin in Prison (2022, Before His Death)  

- Kerr and Fraser confront Tobin with new evidence—witness testimonies, location matches, and behavioural analysis.  

- Tobin, now frail, smirks and drops cryptic hints but refuses outright confession.  

- His dying words: "Maybe I was, maybe I wasn’t. Doesn’t matter now, does it?" 

- Post-Tobin Investigation in 2024 

- Final DNA Test Results: A new forensic advancement confirms a 70% probability that Tobin was Bible John—but not enough for an official conviction.  

- Kerr retires, but Callahan takes over the case, determined to pursue any remaining leads.  

Past – 1971: The Last Flashback  

- A terrified woman (Moira, younger) barely escapes a man fitting Bible John’s description. 

- The killer flees the city. The final scene shows Peter Tobin boarding a train to England, beginning his next chapter of crime.  
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The Last Dance

Glasgow, October 1968

The air inside the Barrowland Ballroom was thick with cigarette smoke and the scent of cheap perfume. The dance floor pulsed with the rhythm of a live band, their sound drowning out the hum of voices and the occasional clink of beer glasses. It was a Friday night, and the city’s restless danced off the week’s frustrations beneath the dim, flickering lights.

Patricia Wilson, 25, adjusted the hem of her paisley-print mini dress and took another sip of her rum and Coke. She wasn’t meant to stay out this late—her sister would be furious if she stumbled in after midnight. But the music was good, and the man beside her was charming in a way that made her ignore the warnings her mother used to whisper.

"Be wary of the quiet ones, lass."

He had introduced himself as John. Tall, well-dressed, with neatly combed auburn hair and piercing blue eyes, he spoke softly, almost too politely for a man in a place like this. He wasn’t like the usual rough lads she met here. He didn’t reek of lager or try to grab her waist too soon. Instead, he’d asked about her job at the department store, about her sisters, about whether she believed in fate.

"It’s funny, isn’t it?" he had said, stirring his whisky with a slow hand. "How people are drawn together like this. A dance hall, of all places. Do you believe in
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