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3 of Wands

Alice shuffled the special deck. She set the deck down and cut it. She drew the top card and looked at it. She heard her aunt leading a client to the tarot reading room. Alice turned and left the room before they saw her. She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk.

She found the corresponding cards in her decks and looked at the different versions of the 3 of Wands. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She took notes as she heard music coming from the greenhouse. She smiled knowing Eliot was working in there.

She wasn’t aware of the passage of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. She blinked and put her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She waited a few moments.

The music stopped and Eliot entered the kitchen a moment later. He set the table and stood by. He smiled at Alice. She smiled back.

Madeline kept cooking and didn’t turn her head. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “3 of Wands.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is discovery of a new way or stability in job performance and abilities. It can be broad knowledge of the world and the thrill of negotiation. It could be trade, undertakings, teamwork, commerce, expansion or travel.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “That could be someone giving help in order to gain future influence, treachery or a problem diminished.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate.

Madeline asked, “How are the orders looking today?”

Eliot answered, “Not quite as bad as yesterday.”

Madeline asked, “So, do you still have to work longer today?”

Eliot blinked. “I hope not. Mostly we need what Alice crafts. Our stock looks good so far today. I don’t know what happened yesterday.”

Alice sighed. “I don’t know either. I’m just glad we were able to get through it.”

Madeline nodded. “Well, I couldn’t do much to help you yesterday and I felt bad about it.”

Alice said, “Madeline, we know you can’t do much, but cooking and cleaning up the kitchen later helped out. We just hope it doesn’t happen again. That was a bit much yesterday.”

Eliot said, “I agree especially with our visitor.”

Madeline sighed. “My sister has a way of pushing things over the top.” She paused to finish eating. “I was hoping we could go to the shelter today.”

Alice and Eliot finished eating. They looked at Madeline before answering.

Alice said, “Well, in that case, I hope we can finish the orders early enough that we can go to the shelter.”

Madeline blinked. “I don’t have clients now. So, I’ll clean the kitchen so you two can get to the orders.”

Alice and Eliot nodded. They stood up and left for the greenhouse. They got right to work. He set up the boxes and printed out labels. He put the labels on the boxes and added his part of the orders. She crafted her toiletries.

Soon they were finishing the orders just as the delivery person arrived. Eliot sealed the boxes and handed them over. The delivery person accepted them with a smile, loaded them onto their vehicle and took off.

Alice and Eliot cleaned up the greenhouse as Madeline walked in.

The elder elf smiled at them. “I hope this means you’re done with the orders for the day.”

The young elves nodded. They walked to the train station to get to the shelter. No one spoke while they were traveling. In fact, the trio was quiet until they got to the shelter. They reached the front desk and were greeted by the receptionist.

Madeline blinked. “We’re here to meet the cats.”

The receptionist smiled. “Are you looking to adopt one today?”

Madeline nodded. “One or two would be fine to adopt.”

The receptionist nodded. “Okay, someone will come and show you around.”

Moments later they were greeted by a tiny neko. The trio blinked and smiled.

The tiny neko smiled. “Welcome to the shelter. I’m the ambassador here. I tend to translate between the cats and those who come to visit. Please follow me.”

The trio followed the tiny neko. They walked through double doors and soon saw where the cats were. There were quite a few cats. Some were playing. Others were standing back and watching everyone.

The neko asked, “Do you know what you’re looking for in a cat?”

Madeline answered, “Well, we’d like a guard. A cat or two who will deter certain people away from the house.”

The neko nodded. “I’m sure we have cats who will do that. Will you take care of them and play with them too?”

Alice said, “We will. Perhaps not my aunt.”

Madeline smiled. “My niece and nephew will be looking after the cats. They have already agreed to do so. I just hope the little critters won’t drive me crazy.”

The neko smiled. “Not sure about the playful side of cats which can create chaos?”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, I’m so used to having order in my house, that I don’t know how I will deal with that part.”

The neko nodded. “I will let the cats know that. At least you are prepared to deal with it. Some people come in here without that much in mind.”

They entered the room full of cats.

The neko continued, “Okay, just present yourselves. I’ll let the cats know what you’re looking for.”

The tiny neko meowed to the cats. Some of the cats answered back. Some just ignored them and continued playing or exploring. Towards the back of the room, two cats half sat and half stood together. They stared at the elf trio.

The tiny neko said, “Come with me. I see we have Klio and Klia who want to meet you.” They led the way.

Madeline blinked at the two cats staring at her. Alice and Eliot crouched down and held their hands underneath the cats. Klio and Klia sniffed them. The two cats stepped closer to Madeline and sniffed her. They meowed.

The tiny neko meowed back. “Okay, these two want to go with you. They said they will guard your house and keep you safe from unwanted visitors.”

Alice asked, “Just like that? They’re willing to come home with us?”

The tiny neko nodded. “They sniffed the three of you and they know that you will treat them well. They’re ready for a home and don’t mind helping with guard duties.”

Eliot smiled. “Okay, so what more do we need to do?”

The neko answered, “There is some paperwork and we can give you carriers to take them safely to your home.” The neko pulled out a small tablet computer and sent out messages. “Here’s the paperwork. You all need to sign.”

Madeline signed and let Alice and Eliot fill out the forms and they signed them too. Klio and Klia stared the whole time. Another person came in with three carriers. One was large enough for both cats and two were for individual cats. Klio and Klia looked at the choices and decided for the big one to share. They stepped in and meowed once they were shut in.

The tiny neko said, “Okay, be careful with them. They understand this is how they have to travel, but they don’t like it.”

Madeline asked, “Will they be safe like that on the train?”

The tiny neko nodded. “They’ll be safe. I can’t guarantee they’ll like the ride.”

Eliot said, “We’ll do our best to comfort them.”

Alice added, “Yes, we will. Is there anything else we need to do now?”

The tiny neko shook their head. “No, just take them and treat them well.”

The elf trio readily agreed. Alice and Eliot picked up the carrier and held it between them. Klio and Klia meowed. The elf trio followed the tiny neko out of the shelter. They kept walking to the train station.

The train arrived and they got on board. Alice and Eliot set the cats on the floor at their feet between the seats. The train took off and there was lots of distressed meowing. Alice and Eliot tried to comfort the cats. Madeline sighed.

The trip seemed longer to get home. They left the train station after leaving the train. Madeline led the way. Klio and Klia watched her. They knew she was in charge, but not able to do everything anymore. Klio and Klia knew they would have to be careful with the elder, but could play with the young elves.

Madeline opened the front door and closed it once everyone was inside. “Alice and Eliot, I set up the spare room for the cats.”

The young elves walked upstairs with the carrier between them. They walked into the spare room and saw at a glance that there were two litter boxes, two food bowls and a water fountain. There was also a cat tree and two small beds. The young elves opened the carrier and Klio and Klia came out and explored their room.

Eliot looked at Alice. “I didn’t expect that Madeline would do this.”

Alice smiled. “I’m glad she did. I think she knew it was time for cats in her house.”

“I’m sure it helps to know we’re taking care of them and she doesn’t have to deal with it.”

She laughed. “I’m sure that’s it.”

Klio and Klia checked out everything and meowed their approval. They could smell Madeline everywhere in the room.

The elder elf entered the room moments later. “I hope that means you two are happy with your room.”

Both cats walked over to her and rubbed their heads against her legs.

Madeline sighed. “Very well.” She petted both cats and left the room.

Alice and Eliot smiled and held hands as the cats rubbed their heads against them too.
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