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Dedication

For all the mystic dreamers, staring up in wonder at the cosmic blanket of the night sky.




Introduction

Our vast night sky—which cradles the earth and the celestial gems that dance upon it—has guided humankind since the dawn of time. The practice of astrology is both an art and a science that has helped people all over the world find meaning and purpose. You can inform your witchcraft practice and supercharge your magick using these astrological energies with The Modern Witchcraft Book of Astrology.

Astrology and witchcraft are a natural pairing—they both promote self-discovery, celebrate the natural world, and empower you to fulfill your dreams. Whether you’re well versed in witchcraft and astrology or just beginning to learn about these fascinating topics, The Modern Witchcraft Book of Astrology will help you combine the wonder of astrology and the magick of witchcraft. In Part 1, you will learn about the planets (plus comets and other celestial bodies) and houses; their meanings, myths, and associations; and how to use them to empower your magickal work. Then you will explore the hidden power of each zodiacal sign.

In Part 2, you will find spells of all kinds—potions, crystal grids, talismans, meditations, and more—that are infused with astrological principles. You’ll take advantage of the timing of planetary movements, the traits of each sun sign, and the power of each element. Start the zodiacal year off on a strong foot with an Aries Celestial Spark Meditation, which can harness Aries’s power to initiate new beginnings. Add some Leo Solar-Spiced Creativity Syrup to your morning caffeine during Leo’s new moon to spark your creativity. Try the Gaia Grounding Meditation when the Sun passes through Taurus—there is no better time to focus on connecting to the earth and recentering yourself. You’ll also uncover ways to be flexible with your astrological timing, and you’ll even learn how to layer spells and rituals together to create the ultimate divine magick.

There are endless ways that astrology can honor and celebrate your unique position within the universe. Your witchcraft practice will thrive when you are in sync with the movements and insights of celestial bodies around our beloved planet. Tune in to that special power and discover how the meaning and magick in the night sky can support your healing, encourage your growth, and initiate the manifestation of your dreams.
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Chapter 1 WITCHCRAFT AND ASTROLOGY

From ancient prophets mapping the planets’ movements in the night sky to divine a god’s will to the modern witch watching the lunar eclipse out her window as she lights a candle, the blending of witchcraft and astrology is a time-honored tradition. While their roles in society have certainly shifted over the centuries, astrology and witchcraft continue to provide valuable insight to anyone wishing to learn more about themselves and unravel and use the magick and power of the stars.

In this chapter, you will uncover astrology’s ancient origins, not just as a spiritual practice and mystical art but also as an integral part of society that inspired the sciences and development of civilizations. You will also learn how you can begin to make astrology a powerful and integral part of your magickal practices in meaningful and accessible ways.

THE ANCIENTS AND ASTROLOGY

Astrology combines the mathematical calculations of movements of the stars; the study of astronomy and deep-sky objects; and the spiritual art of myth, meaning, and determining why we are here. It was an integral, central part of ancient society. From calculating the seasons and when to plant or harvest crops, to forecasting the weather or interpreting the ideal day to celebrate a god, astrology was ingrained in every aspect of life. Even as far back as ten thousand to eighteen thousand years ago in the Lascaux caves of France, ancient peoples appear to have painted the bull of the Taurus constellation in hues of white, red, and brown, marking the importance of the stars to our earliest ancestors. Astrology helped people uncover the secrets of the galaxy and understand their place in the universe (spiritually and literally), and still does to this day.

In ancient times, the stars were not just symbols of the will of the gods; they were also the very calendar that marked the rhythm of life of ancient peoples. The ever-changing positions of stars in the night sky marked the coming and going of seasons. Key stars, like Regulus of the Leo constellation, once marked the coming of summer when it greeted the horizon just after sunset. To understand why the stars change position, you have to go back even further in time, to the conception of the solar system.

Earth, The Cosmos, and the Celestial Sphere

Due to our unique position within the solar system and the universe, we experience a rotation of the night sky throughout the year. The earth orbits the sun on an axis that leans at an angle of 23.5 degrees. Even as the earth revolves around the sun, the earth’s axis always points at the same direction in the night sky. And the earth itself spins as it makes the larger orbit.

To visualize this, you can hold an orange (a symbol of the sun not just in color but in energy too) in one hand. Then, tilt the index finger of your other hand at a slight angle. Rotate your index finger around the orange, always keeping the finger pointing in the same direction. Imagine that your finger is also rotating as it orbits the orange. Visualizing solar rays shining from the orange, you can see how different parts of the earth are exposed to more sunlight during different times of the year. We also experience different views of the night sky throughout the year as the earth makes its orbit around the sun. So, whichever stars were visible at different times of night and different times of year was linked to the coming and going of seasons.

To make matters slightly more complicated, the earth’s axis has a very slight wobble to it (balanced in part by the moon), and so while it is mostly stable, the positions of the equinoxes and solstices, and therefore the start of the seasons, actually shift zodiac sign every 2,160 years, for a 26,000-year cycle.

WORSHIP, WITCHCRAFT, AND THE STARS

In the modern era, people define witchcraft in different ways—some see it as worshipping the earth and her cycles and seasons; some call down the power of the gods to bless their endeavors, petitioning them with offerings and invoking them through sacred symbols or words; some combine herbs for their metaphysical properties to call in prosperity; and some do it all. How you define witchcraft is personal.

In ancient times, the concepts of astrology and witchcraft were inseparable. To ancient cultures, the gods were the stars and their religion. People petitioned gods with offerings and sacred symbols for healing or to get their blessing for different endeavors. Ancient worship and astrology were inseparable from magick.

The first record of the intermingling of astrology and worship comes from ancient Babylon, where the gods were the planets. Each god ruled various domains in which they could be petitioned for blessings. For example, the morning and evening star Venus became associated with Ishtar, goddess of growth, fertility, love, and sometimes war. The Babylonians devoted their cities to various planets that were synonymous with their gods. They also built multitiered towers, called “ziggurats,” with a terrace for each of the seven planets that they knew of at the time. Thus, the unit of the week was developed—one day for each of the seven planets. The custom of assigning hours of the day to each of the seven planets was later adopted by the Romans.

Religion, Culture, and Astrology

From the ancient priests atop temple ziggurats mapping the stars to understand the will of the gods, to the modern witch using the magick of the full moon, astrology and witchcraft have maintained importance throughout many cultures, religious practices, and times. Easter in Christianity, for example, is usually the Sunday after the first full moon following the vernal, or spring, equinox, and Ramadan starts with the new moon in Libra. All of the oldest major religions still use the celestial timing established in ancient times as the determining factor in their celebrations.

Even the names of the week are dedicated to the planets and gods, although some of the days’ names have been adapted from Norse mythology: Sunday as the sun’s day, Monday as the moon’s, Tuesday from Tiw (a god of war similar to Mars), Wednesday from Woden/Odin (akin to Mercury), Thursday to Thor (Jupiter), Friday to goddess Freya (Venus), and Saturday as Saturn’s Day.

THE BIRTH OF WESTERN ASTROLOGY

Cultures from all over the world developed their own understanding of the stars, and with them, oral myths and tales that explained the power of these celestial objects. While many of the myths we associate with the constellations come from ancient Greece, some date even further back to Babylon and even Sumer (the earliest-known human civilization in Mesopotamia). The seed of modern Western astrology, in particular, was born from the prophets of ancient Babylon, who used the stars to determine the wills of the gods. Mixing these observations from Babylon with those of Egypt and the mathematical calculations of Greece, the foundation of Western astrology was created.

Even certain superstitions came forth from the Babylonian observation of the night sky, such as that a halo around the moon indicates an overcast month.

Babylonian ideas of astrology migrated to Egypt, merging with Egyptian practices of medical and occult astrology. And with Alexander the Great and his conquests, astrological concepts from Egypt, Babylon, and Greece melded to create a whole system of astrology. Today, Western astrology has branched into many different traditions—astro-psychology, vocational astrology, medical astrology, and even relocation astrology.

Astrology wasn’t just a way to predict the seasons that guided ancient ways of life; its uses also extended to the personal sphere. Ancient peoples tried to understand more about themselves from their birth charts and orient their plans according to fortuitous astrological placements to gain the blessings of the gods. That’s where its connection to witchcraft comes in.

SUMMONING THE POWER OF THE STARS THROUGH WITCHCRAFT

Principles set forth by astrology can be used as celestial guidance to empower spells in witchcraft practice. For example, you can:


	Charge water with the energy of a particular astrological event.

	Rest and rethink during hectic Mercury retrograde.

	Meditate with the phases of the moon in various signs.

	Cast a spell in alignment with a certain day of the week, such as Wednesday, to call down the power of the god of communication and planet Mercury.



Witches continue to use and honor the magick of celestial alignments in modern times. Understanding and applying astrology as a witch doesn’t have to be an elective tool to use only on occasion—it can be an everyday way to engage in an active relationship with your orientation in the cosmos. When you have an understanding of the astrological seasons, you can develop a potent relationship with the magick of each sign, planet, and star, and use this to amplify your spells.

Astrology can be an active partner in your practice that doesn’t just help boost your magick. It can also help you dance to the rhythm of the universe and call upon the power of the stars as you recognize and celebrate your own cosmic identity.




Chapter 2 ASTROLOGICAL ELEMENTS

Since the dawn of time, fire, water, earth, and air have framed human experience on the earth. These elements (referred to as “classical elements” in astrology) were observable markers of the everyday experience of life—fire for heat and light, air for breath and communication, earth for the material form of all life and nourishment, water for liquids and sustenance. These elements defined ancient life, and from them, zodiac signs were born as an expression of that element’s celestial power. While in modern science, the term “elements” means something completely different, the meaning, symbolism, and power of these core ancient elements remain a source of knowledge and power in both astrology and magick.

Understanding the elemental foundations of astrology can help you grasp and call on the specific powers of various signs, planets, and asteroids. The information in this chapter will help you understand the elemental building blocks of astrology so you can identify the challenges in your life and remedy them through magick by summoning the power of a given element through its zodiacal expression. Engaging with these elements in an active way can connect you to understanding, healing, and increased magickal potency. Let’s look at the different elements, their modalities of expression, and what they can mean for your astrological spellcasting.

ASTROLOGICAL MODALITIES/ELEMENTAL EXPRESSION: CARDINAL, FIXED, MUTABLE

In astrology, each element is given one of three modalities—cardinal, fixed, and mutable—to help further describe the way that element’s energy might take form. These three modalities give way to the three zodiac signs for each element and will help you understand what aspect of air, fire, water, and earth to work with for your astrological magick.

Cardinal Energy

Cardinal energy is the initiator—it sets things in motion. Like the spark that lights the fire, this type of energy can be used to start projects or even inspire personal drive relating to that element’s energy. A lack of cardinal energy can indicate difficulty getting started, whereas too much energy might take the form of starting too many projects or being unable to focus on one thing at a time. To take advantage of cardinal energy, you can look at its respective zodiac signs—Aries (fire), Cancer (water), Libra (air), and Capricorn (earth).

Fixed Energy

Fixed energy is centered energy—it sustains that element’s energy. It is the type of energy to work with in magick to endure and stay true to a purpose. Stubbornness can be an indication of too much fixed energy, whereas a lack of stability in a given element’s meaning might hint at a lack of fixed energy. The signs Aquarius (air), Taurus (earth), Leo (fire), and Scorpio (water) can help you work with fixed energy in astrological spells for matters that need persistence, stability, and focus.

Mutable Energy

Whereas cardinal energy initiates, and fixed energy sustains, mutable energy adapts and connects. Acting as an intermediary for its element, mutable energy changes to match the fluctuations of the reality. However, too much mutable energy can signify restlessness, and too little can indicate an unwillingness to adapt or change. Thus, working with the mutable modality through the signs of Gemini (air), Virgo (earth), Sagittarius (fire), and Pisces (water) can help in matters that require flexibility and connecting ideas to the real world.

Now that you understand how the various modalities by which the classical elements can express themselves, let’s look at how this manifests in astrology and through the signs of the zodiac.

FIRE [image: ]

From the candle flame, to the hearth fire, to the brush fire with the power to level houses and forests, the element of fire is the force of life that warms, inspires, and energizes—as well as consumes.

Fire Represents Identity/Sense of Self and Energy

In astrology, fire is often referred to as the energy of identity or sense of vitality—the energy that inspires your body and soul to move in countless ways, whether through art, passion, leadership, creativity, or exercise. Too much fire can manifest as recklessness and uncontrollable explosions or rage, whereas fire deficiencies can appear as a lack of vital energy or difficulty getting excited. At its core, fire represents the flame that “lights the fire” and motivates you to pursue passions, love, and goals.

Associated Astrological Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius

The modalities of fire can be seen in cardinal Aries, the sign that initiates passions and the drive to pursue goals; fixed Leo, which sustains and attracts what it desires in the realms of creative expression and romance; and mutable Sagittarius, which adapts the element of fire for connection through guiding philosophy and spontaneous adventures and social outings.

Associated Celestial Bodies: Sun, Mars, Jupiter (shared), Vesta

Through the sun, we see fire’s ability to warm, create, and sustain, and through Mars, we see fire’s potential for passion, vitality, and aggression. Some relate Jupiter—the planet of expansion—to fire as well as to the element of air in some astrological practices.

EARTH [image: ]

From the mountains that give shape to the earth, to the rumbling earthquakes, to the very ground we build our homes and walk upon, the principle of the earth is vital—it is the foundation upon which humans navigate and experience life.

Earth Represents Physical Reality and Stability

In astrology, the earth relates to the physical and material realm—the things that you can touch and engage with your senses. The physical manifestation of life around you, your body, your possessions, and even money all fall under the jurisdiction of this classical element. Like the seedling that needs soil to grow, the element of earth provides people with the foundation, stability, and strength upon which to grow. An overabundance of earth can manifest as unmoving, unchanging, and stubborn energy, while a lack of earth can be seen as ungroundedness, a disconnection to reality, or a struggle with material boundaries. Working with earth can remedy restless, ungrounded energy and help you handle the mundane reality of everyday life.

While grounded in practicality and wisdom, the earth is sometimes slow-moving (like a crystal taking millions of years to grow). The earth is what gives form to creation and, through things like food and abundance, supplies what we need to subsist.

Associated Astrological Signs: Capricorn, Taurus, Virgo

Cardinal earth is expressed through Capricorn, who initiates material manifestation and establishes structure. Earth’s stabilizing abilities take center stage in fixed Taurus. And mutable Virgo, through her practicality and organization, connects through community and the harvest of goals that are actualized in the material realm.

Associated Celestial Bodies: Saturn, Venus, Ceres, Chiron

Saturn encapsulates earth’s properties of restraint, stability, and structure. Venus represents earth’s ability to nurture, nourish, and revel in the physical pleasures of life.

WATER [image: ]

Covering a majority of the planet via deep oceans, raging rapids, placid lakes, and trickling streams, water is the fluid element that represents your capacity to feel.

Water Represents Feeling and Intuition

In astrology, the element of water invites you to tune in to your intuition, feelings, and imagination; helps you plunge deep into your subconscious for healing; and encourages you to learn to “go with the flow” in the currents of life. From cross-cultural mythos depicting water as the starting point from which all life emerged, water relates to human emotions and souls—it is the energy and power that move us. Like the groundwater that slips beneath the grass, seeps through the dirt, and roars in caves below, its impact may not always be perceived, but the power of water is always there, deep under the surface.

An overflow of water energy can manifest as turbulent emotional waves or escapism, while a lack or block of water energy can be seen as a general coldness or disconnection from emotions or empathy. Working with water through its respective signs can help enhance your understanding of your emotions; promote forgiveness, compassion, peace, and sympathy; and inspire a strong connection to intuition.

Associated Astrological Signs: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces

With her ability to connect to emotion and intuition, Cancer represents water’s cardinal energy. Through fixed Scorpio, you can experience water’s ability to hold fast to intensity and dive deep into water’s depths, while still rising to the surface. And you can witness water’s mutable ability through Pisces, the sign that goes with the flow and dissolves barriers in connecting to others. Using the expression of water through these signs, you can help focus and heighten your spellwork around matters of intuition, understanding, healing, and emotion.

Associated Celestial Bodies: Moon, Neptune, Juno

On our planet, you can see water influenced by the movement of the moon—the celestial body that relates to your intuition, emotion, and motherly relationships. Through Neptune, you can work with water’s unique capacity to dissolve and blend—which is great for magick related to unity, healing, and accessing the depths of psychic, cosmic information.

AIR [image: ]

From the air that permeates your lungs, helping you form words and communicate thoughts, to the hawk that glides above and looks down below, air is all about thought, communication, and perspective.

Air Represents Communication and Knowledge

This element can reveal how you think, communicate, and reason, and can even show you how you might be recognized for your thoughts and unique ideas. By helping you communicate, socialize, and share ideas, air is an element of connection. From moving pollen and seeds to influencing the ocean’s currents and fueling wildfires and the direction they go, air has the power and capacity to influence and move many things.

While too much air can create scattered, anxious, ungrounded, and emotionally distant energy, a lack of air is stagnant and can indicate an absence of vision, insight, or new ideas. Working with air through astrological magick can help you gain information and perspective, as well as help you think clearly, improve your speech, and be quick and precise with your words.

Associated Astrological Signs: Libra, Aquarius, Gemini

Cardinal Libra can help you see all sides of an issue and execute an action based on weighing and balancing the evidence at hand. Fixed air sign Aquarius helps you retain new and unique thoughts, expanding your horizons and perspective beyond what you may have thought possible. Mutable Gemini highlights air’s ability to connect, share ideas, and think on your feet.

Associated Celestial Bodies: Mercury, Jupiter (shared), Pallas

The planet Jupiter represents air by bringing in new opportunities and encouraging expansion. In addition, air is expressed through Mercury, which represents messages, communication, and reasoning.




Chapter 3 THE SIGNS

Most people know their sun sign. From daily horoscopes to birth charts to zodiac-designed gifts, the constellations that make up the zodiac are ever-present in life. But did you ever stop to think how you can use these signs in your magick? Whether the Sun is traveling through Gemini, or Mercury is making a beneficial transit through Virgo, or it’s Monday and you want to cast Cancer-aligned spells, you can summon these star signs at a key time to enhance your celestial magick.

In this section, you will learn about the zodiac signs—their strengths and challenges, how they can help you achieve certain goals, and how best to capture their energy. For some signs, you’ll discover the ancient myths of the constellations that help us glean more information about their symbolic, mythic, and magickal power in the cosmos. You will uncover the various correspondences you can use to summon the ancient power of these constellations—whether day or time, color, or energy centers. Once you are familiar with the basic information about each of the twelve zodiac signs, you can find additional correspondences (such as suggested crystals) and information like planetary hours in the appendices of this book to enhance your spells even more.

ARIES
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Aries Themes

True to his cardinal fire nature, active Aries leads the charge into the journey through the zodiacal year with zest and vigor. A highly ambitious sign, Aries can break through barriers, conquer challenges, and achieve accomplishments and victories. Aries’s symbol, the ram—the horned sheep that charges headfirst—clearly exemplifies the boldness, aggression, and primal power of this sign. Thus, Aries is naturally a great sign to call on for spells that relate to physicality, vitality, and passion. Within the zodiacal wheel, Aries is the spark that initiates your self-awareness and self-actualization in the world.

Related Myths

Aries’s courage and fearlessness are best exemplified through the Greek myth of Crius, the celestial winged ram that rushed in to save the children of King Athamas. Dashing in to save the children from murder, Aries represents the proactive trailblazer that asserts himself and also pushes for what he feels is right. This is the very same ram whose magickal fur becomes the famous Golden Fleece, a symbol of power and authority. A further testament to Aries’s cardinal life force energy, this sign was associated with one of the self-actualizing primordial gods (Amun) in Egyptian mythology, and the hardworking agricultural worker in ancient Babylon.

Magick

You can add a touch of Aries vivacity to any spell or working via celestial timing, cosmic colors, and sacred symbols. The best time to use Aries’s power is during Aries season from March 21 through April 19, when both the Sun and the new moon are aligned in Aries.

Even when the Sun is not shining through Aries, however, there are other ways to time your spells to unlock its power. Access its potency during its full moon in Libra season, or find out when the Moon is in Aries during the other months, and the meaning of that moon phase, for added power. You can also call on this constellation when it rises in the night sky the other ten months of the year or when a planet makes an advantageous transit through Aries. And of course, you can use Aries’s ruling planet Mars when it is visible in the sky, in Mars’s traditional planetary hours (Appendix F), or on Mars-associated Tuesday.

Just like stars emit different spectrums of light and color, you can employ colors in your cosmic magick. Wear or use passionate, bright colors like red, yellow, orange, and white to imbue more Aries passion, positivity, and creativity into your life—and your spells. Adorn your altar with these fiery shades, select jewelry or accessories that feature these colors, or burn corresponding colored candles for added Aries alignment. Integrating symbols such as the ram and the sharp and direct imagery of its horns can add extra potency to your Aries spells. And since Aries is a cardinal fire sign, candle spells or spells that use burning or the imagery of the spark resonate more potently.

TAURUS
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Taurus Themes

A testament to Taurus’s steadfastness, this constellation has been observed since the time of early humans, with depictions dating back to the Lascaux caves in France ten thousand to eighteen thousand years ago. Symbolized by the bull—an ancient symbol of wealth, fertility, and abundance—Taurus is a sign of financial stability and prosperity. Through her fixed expression of earth, Taurus is more grounded and firm than the other earth signs, with unmatched dependability, stability, and stubbornness. But she is also ruled by Venus, planet of pleasure and charm. Thus, Taurus is a sign that revels in the senses and the physical pleasure of being alive, enjoying a stable love life and home, and attracting abundance.

With their heavy, powerful bodies, bulls move at their own speed with dominion over the land they roam. Similarly, Taurus reminds you to connect with your body as a vessel of celestial earth, to hone self-confidence in your space, and to remain steadfast in your desires. With a flash of red fabric, bulls remain transfixed on pursuing their ends—an example of Taurus’s iron determination in achieving her goals.

Related Myths

The Greek myth of Zeus and Europa captures the nobility, determination, and romance of this sign. Zeus, in order to draw the attention and admiration of Princess Europa, turns into a bull and joins the king’s herd. With patience, and by being the most refined, regal, and beautiful bull in the herd, Zeus’s seduction is successful. Europa climbs atop the bull’s back, and Zeus carries her away to the island of Crete, where he reveals himself as a god. The couple has three children, one of which ends up being Minos, the famous king of Crete. The key themes of this myth highlight the patient, refined, and alluring nature of Taurus, but also how, through these qualities, you can attract what you desire. In ancient Mesopotamia, the Taurus constellation was seen as the “Bull of Heaven,” sent by the goddess Ishtar when the hero Gilgamesh rejected her advances, connecting Taurus to the planet Venus (with which Ishtar was associated).

Magick

By timing your Taurus spells, you can call upon this heavenly bull to aid your magickal endeavors. Of course, the best time to use Taurus is during its season from April 20 to May 20, when the Sun travels through this sign. Also blessed with the Taurus new moon, this period is beaming with energy to bless Taurus-favorable endeavors with abundance, stability, and fertility.

There are plenty of other ways to time Taurus spells during various parts of the year. Use the alluring Taurus full moon during Scorpio season, or the magick of the Moon and its phases when it passes through Taurus once a month. Use its bright star Aldebaran or the Pleiades star cluster (known as “The Seven Sisters”) to uncover Taurus in the night sky the other ten months of the year and cast a celestial spell under these ancient rising stars. You can also cast celestial magick when a planet makes a beneficial transit through Taurus, when its ruling planet Venus is visible in the sky during Venus’s planetary hour, or its ruling day of Friday.

Beyond timing, there are other celestial tools you can use to heighten your Taurus magick, such as color and relevant symbols. Varying shades of green can usher in the verdant, abundant energy of

GEMINI
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Gemini Themes


Related Myths



Magick



CANCER
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Cancer Themes
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Magick




LEO
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Leo Themes


Related Myths


Magick




VIRGO
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Virgo Themes
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Magick




LIBRA
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Libra Themes


Related Myths


Magick



SCORPIO
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Scorpio Themes



Related Myths


Magick



SAGITTARIUS
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Sagittarius Themes


Related Myths


Magick




CAPRICORN
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Capricorn Themes
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Magick



AQUARIUS
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Aquarius Themes
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Magick




PISCES
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