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    Rudyard Kipling is considered one of the most eminent English writers of his generation and is remembered for his writings on the British Empire, India and his children’s stories. Although his infamous celebration of European imperialism means that he is sometimes regarded as antiquated and problematic in the context of increasingly socially liberal Western societies, his novels, stories and poetry are highly regarded for their expertise, ingenuity and vibrancy. He was born in Bombay (now Mumbai) in 1965 to English parents and, after being educated in England, returned to India to work as a journalist. It was here that he began publishing his poetry and short stories, and he returned to England in 1889 to fanfare about the quality and popularity of his writing. In England Kipling found himself increasingly well-regarded as a writer and embarked on a prolific career that included a huge number of short stories and poetry collections, as well as four novels. In 1907, he became the first English person to win the coveted Nobel Prize for Literature, and he continued to write right up to his death in 1936, at the age of 70.
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    The Just So Stories are a collection of children’s tales that concern the fantastical origins of various animals’ characteristics. Kipling originally came up with the stories to tell his daughter Josephine at bedtime, and they are named as such because she demanded that they be told in exactly the way that she was used to. The stories were published in a children’s magazine a year before her death in 1902 and have since become known as classics within the children’s literature genre. The stories were well received after being published and have become some of Kipling’s most well-remembered works. The stories have also been made into a variety of film, television and musical adaptations, including a 12-part British cartoon adaptation.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    HOW THE WHALE GOT HIS THROAT


    One day a gluttonous Whale eats a man, who cleverly starts making trouble in its belly. The Whale calls down his throat for the man to stop and the man demands to be let out at England, which the Whale reluctantly agrees to. Before leaving its stomach, however, the man cuts up his raft and uses his suspenders to tie it to the Whale’s throat – preventing it from ever eating anything bigger than a small fish again.


    HOW THE CAMEL GOT HIS HUMP


    Back in the beginning of the world, when animals were beginning to work for man, there was a Camel, who lived in the middle of the desert in order to be left alone and to not have to work. A succession of working animals come to see the Camel, complaining that it does no work – to which they are all given the reply ‘humph’ and sent on their way. Finally, a man comes to see the Camel, and tells it that the other animals are having to work extra hard because of its laziness. At that point the Camel grows its hump, allowing it to work for many days at a time to make up for the work it missed.


    HOW THE RHINO GOT HIS SKIN


    On the coast of an island overlooking the Red Sea, a Parsee makes a huge cake which is immediately stolen by a Rhino – his skin notably not as coarse and wrinkled as we know it to be now. The Parsee vows his revenge. Soon, a heatwave strikes the island, and everyone takes off their clothes, including the Rhino, who takes off his skin (which back then was removable) and goes to bathe. While he is bathing, however, the Parsee rubs cake crumbs all over the Rhino’s skin so that when he returns from bathing it is horribly itchy. Due to the itch, the Rhino rubs his skin against palm trees, which Kipling tells us is the reason for the Rhino’s skin and his temper.


    HOW THE LEOPARD GOT HIS SPOTS


    On the plains in South Africa, a Leopard – plain and sandy back then – works in tandem with a man to hunt Giraffes and Zebras. The animals are tired of the Leopard’s perfect camouflage matching the terrain, which allows him to surprise them, and as a result they go to the forest, where the shadows act in such a way that the light speckles. Meanwhile, the man and the Leopard grow hungry as they notice that the plains are empty. They bump into a Baboon who advises them to go to the jungle. In the jungle they find the traces of Zebras and Giraffes but cannot see them – though they realise on catching two seemingly invisible creatures that they have developed stripes and spots to hide in the speckled light of the forest. As a result, the Leopard decides to follow suit, deciding on spots as the best form of camouflage.


    THE ELEPHANT’S CHILD


    A young Elephant who is full of questions asks his family what Crocodiles eat for their dinner. He is spanked by them for asking too many questions. He goes to the banks of the river to find out for himself. Back then, Elephants had short noses, and when he asks the Crocodile he meets what he eats for his dinner, the Crocodile grabs onto his nose – intending to show the young Elephant exactly what he does eat for his dinner! The Elephant pulls back, however, and his nose is stretched into a long trunk. He escapes, and after initially feeling sorry for himself, gets a great deal of use out of his new trunk, grabbing fruit and returning home to spank his entire family in revenge.


    THE SING-SONG OF OLD MAN KANGAROO


    The Kangaroo was once an average, normal looking creature who approaches a succession of Gods in Australia asking to be made into something interesting. After several rejections, he is granted his wish by the Big God Nqong, who gets a Dingo to chase him all over Australia. The Kangaroo must run for his life, in fear of becoming the Dingo’s dinner, and in doing so begins to jump wider and wider distances until he leaps and bounds great stretches up on his hind legs. At the end of the day, he is annoyed at the God, though he tells him that, with his huge elongated legs, he has got just what he wanted.


    THE BEGINNINGS OF THE ARMADILLO


    In the Amazon one day, a Jaguar is told by his mother how to kill and eat hedgehogs and tortoises. When he meets two of the creatures, however, they trick him, getting him muddled up between the two instructions his mother gave him. Believing the Hedgehog to be the Tortoise, he attempts to scoop it out of its shell, pricking himself. Believing the Tortoise to be the Hedgehog, he puts it in the river, and watches it swim off. To prevent this from happening again, the Hedgehog practices swimming, and the Tortoise practices curling up into a ball. These exercises change the forms of the creatures into something not quite like a hedgehog or a tortoise, which the mother jaguar labels an Armadillo.


    HOW THE FIRST LETTER WAS WRITTEN


    One day, a Neolithic girl named Taffy goes to hunt with her father for fish. His spear breaks, however, and he sets about fixing it, not wanting to send Taffy back to the cave to get his spare one. A stranger from another tribe appears who does not speak their language, and Taffy draws her father, herself and the spear to get the man to go back to her cave and show her mother what they need. He does so, but the mother and her friends interpret the drawing as a depiction of the man stabbing her husband and daughter with the spear and they attack him. The whole tribe gather and walk down to the river, where they find Taffy and her father in perfect health. She explains and they all laugh, with the chief predicting more advanced forms of writing to come in the future to avoid similar mistakes.


    The next chapter follows Taffy and her father creating the alphabet – representing sounds with pictorial shapes of animals, rivers and other natural things to slowly create the alphabet we know today.


    THE CRAB THAT PLAYED WITH THE SEA


    In the first few days of the world, the Eldest Magician sets the animals of the world to play their parts in his ‘play’ and do what animals do. This is apart from Man, who is too wise to be told what to do and instead dictates what animals do, and the Crab, who snuck into the ocean to avoid being told what to do. However, the Crab makes the ocean wild when it goes in and out in search of food, and floods the lands, creating the tides. As punishment, the Eldest Magician makes the Crab tiny, though it is given pincers and the ability to live on land and in the sea.


    THE CAT THAT WALKED BY ITSELF


    This story tells of how humans domesticated the various wild animals – all except the Cat, who remains free to do as it wishes. A man and a woman set up in a cave with a fire and strike deals with a succession of animals, all of whom agree to varying levels of domestic service. The Cat strikes a different deal, however, and eventually manages to strike a bargain allowing it to come and go as it pleases without being in servitude to any man.


    THE BUTTERFLY THAT STAMPED


    This story tells the tale of Solomon – the king and son of the biblical King David – who is continually scolded by his 999 wives for his various shortcomings. He goes for a walk and overhears a Butterfly lying to its wife that with a stamp of its foot it could flatten Solomon’s palace and gardens. Recognising the shared domestic issues, Solomon is amused and endorses the lie. However, his beautiful wife Balkis overhears this and persuades the female Butterfly to challenge her husband to stamp, which she hopes will force Solomon to use magic to scare his wives into obedience. She does, and Solomon uses magic to make it seem like the stamp has worked. Solomon’s many wives fear his power and he and Balkis live happily ever after.

  


  
    CHARACTERS


    SOLOMON


    One of the central characters of the story of ‘The Butterfly that Stamped’, Solomon, known throughout the story as Suleiman-bin-Dahoud, is a biblical figure, renowned for both his wisdom and his vast wealth, and an important figure in Judaism and Christianity. We are told that “there are three hundred and fifty-five stories about” him (p.113). In the bible, Solomon is an Israelite king and son of David, and is perhaps best known for the story in the Hebrew Bible in which two women approach him both claiming ownership over a baby and he suggests that they cut the baby in half, guessing the real mother by gauging the two women’s reactions.


    In Just So Stories, Solomon is ingrained in myth and fantasy, displaying signs of his marvellous wealth and wisdom, and yet also appearing to have magical, spiritual powers. Despite what seems to be his absolute supremacy, however, the first part of the story, in which a creature from the sea devours what he imagines to be enough food for all the animals in the world, shows him to be able to learn from his mistakes, and to demonstrate meekness and accept his mistakes. Afterwards, he refuses to use magic unless forced, in a bid to avoid showing off: “he very seldom showed off, and when he did he was sorry for it” (p.114). The story follows his struggles with his 999 wives and his beautiful wife Balkis’ plan to help him. Solomon appears to never really have wanted so many wives, “but in those days everybody married ever so many wives, and of course the King had to marry ever so many more just to show that he was the King” (ibid.). He is amused by the Butterflies because he can see the parallels between his own life and the male Butterfly’s life, and indeed this comparison follows a trend in the Just So Stories – of the similarities between humans and personified animals.


    THE YOUNG ELEPHANT


    The Young Elephant, who appears in the story ‘The Elephant’s Child’, is Kipling’s fantastical example of how elephants came to have their unusual trunks. The Young Elephant lives with his various family members – all of whom seem to come from various species of animals – back in the times near to the start of the world when so many of Kipling’s stories take place. The Young Elephant is intensely curious about the world around him: “full of ‘satiable curiosity, and that means he asked ever so many questions” (p.34). Indeed, he annoys his entire family with the quantity of his questions – “he filled all Africa with his ‘satiable curiosities” (ibid.) – to such an extent that they beat him often.


    The question he is particularly obsessed with is what exactly Crocodiles eat – only to find out when a Crocodile bites him on the nose, extending his trunk with its pulling power to the length we see today. As with many of the stories in Just So Stories, Kipling delights in creating fantasies surrounding nature
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