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      I stare at the large screens that flash the same messages before my eyes every second of every day. The wooden fence I sit on cuts into my thigh under my white gown, pinching my flesh. I attempt not to move. The messages on the screens told us not to.

      Instead, I take in the picture-perfect field surrounding the long fence. Shimmering white clouds sail across a crystal blue sky. The tall grass and wildflowers dance in the soft breeze, and a rabbit eats the lush vegetation only a few feet from where I sit. Everything seems too good to be true.

      Something is missing.

      I open my left hand, my fingers brushing the little brown seed cradled in my reddish-tan skin. I’ve been holding on to it for as long as I can remember. Sensing my neighbor giving me concerned looks, I close my hand. Each of us has a seed of our own, each as diverse as the person that carries it. The only thing that makes us all look the same is the white clothing we have been instructed by the screens to wear. We also sit in a particular pattern, which lines us up boy, girl, boy, girl, across the fence. Yet we know nothing about each other. We’re instructed not to talk or interact.

      I’m getting sick of instructions.

      Glancing around once more, I feel the urge to gaze over my shoulder. This is, of course, forbidden. However, I have already done it once. Beyond the pedicured tree line is a long black bar stretching as far as the eye can see, just like the fence and screens. Below the bar is a reflective surface, which the sunlight radiates against, making it impossible to see what it is made of. I had only looked at it for a few seconds; however, since then, I’ve felt something calling for me beyond the tree line. As if I’m destined to travel there and discover something new in my life. This is not allowed. And as far as I can tell, no one has even tried.

      Feeling secure again, I open my left hand and stare at the seed I carry. Why do I even have it? What is it meant for? Am I to plant it somewhere? The field here doesn’t need any nourishing. Everything is provided. The messages on the screens tell us so. So why would each of us be given a seed if we’re not meant to plant them?

      The itch to move and travel starts to consume me. My heart pounds and aches in my chest. My legs twitch. I’m getting sick of sitting and watching the screens.

      I want more from life.

      One last pinch from the wood is enough to get me to swing my legs over the fence toward the tree line and hop into the tall grass. I can feel the eyes of my neighbors on me as they gasp and whisper. I wait for a second, anticipating some sort of punishment for disobeying the screens. A bolt of lightning, or a strike from a snake, or even a bellowing voice from above. Nothing. No sirens, no loud voices, no growls from any kind of predator. There is only the gentle breeze and the continued whispers of my neighbors. Without looking back, I start for the distant tree line. The walk itself seems to take hours. Each step echoes with more footsteps behind me. I do not dare look. If my neighbors attempt to rescue me, I won’t give in easily. Something about this just feels right. Like I’m finally traveling in the right direction. Even the seed in my palm is becoming warm to the touch.

      This is something I need to do.

      Once I break through the tree line, I’m greeted by a wall made of thin panes of glass that reach twenty feet into the sky. The tall grass and beautiful wildflowers stop right along the bottom edge of the wall while bare soil and rocks extend into the distance on the other side, leading into several ruined towers that have collapsed into themselves. Before me is a crowd of people, several of which are looking at me through the glass. They are as diverse in appearance as my neighbors and me, only their bodies are covered in dirt, and their clothing is dingy and torn.

      I walk to a young woman, who’s no
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