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        Peter Parker was an average teenager. He lived in Queens,
New York, with his uncle Ben and his aunt May, and attended
Midtown High School. Peter enjoyed school, and his favorite
class was science. He loved to learn, study, and experiment,  
and his teachers were all very proud of him. 
      

      
        But Peter didn’t have many friends at school. The other
students couldn’t understand why Peter liked learning so much.
They bullied him and called him names. And that made Peter
feel sad and lonely.
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        Whenever Peter felt unhappy at school, he knew he could find
happiness at home with Uncle Ben and Aunt May. They were
always there to comfort him and to help him, and that always
made him smile.
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        Another thing that made Peter smile was his upcoming
field trip to the Science Hall. There, he would learn all about
 radioactive waves, and how scientists could work with dangerous
radioactivity. Peter was very excited!
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        At the Science Hall, Peter and his fellow students looked on  
in amazement. The demonstration was about to begin, and Peter
 was about to see how scientists controlled a radioactive wave.  
      

      
        But something else was also looking on. Unseen by Peter, the
other students, or the scientists was a big black spider. And it 
was descending right into the rays!
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        Peter was so taken by the
experiment and the brilliant
scientists that he didn’t notice
the spider pass through the
radioactive waves. He didn’t
even notice the glowing
arachnid as it fell toward him. 
      

      
        Peter was distracted, thinking
about how much he wanted
to grow up to be like one of
these scientists. If he could do
that, Uncle Ben and Aunt May
would be so proud. But then

        something happened that would
forever change Peter’s life
        . . . .
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