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        To those that believe they have

        a handicap… may they come to

        see that any limitation can be

        overcome with effort

        and positive thinking.
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      No Handicaps -The Life Philosophy of Champion Armless Golfer Tommy McAuliffe, is the uplifting true-life philosophy from a book first written in 1936-1937 by him and edited by yours truly his grandson, Tom Patrick McAuliffe II. One of the original positive-thinking proponents his “No Handicaps” approach has touched thousands of people via articles, appearances and broadcasts back in the day. It was at this time that Dr. James Allen’s book "As a Man Thinkth’ a forerunner of the Positive thinking movement was published and it was a must read in the McAuliffe household.

      Among his accomplishments:

      •Played with Golf Legends Walter Hagan, Arnold Palmer and Olympian Bobby Jones.

      •Once chipped 282 golf balls into a bushel basket from 25 feet away without missing.

      •Played Golf in 49 states, Australia, Canada in one year.

      •Promoted laws and testified before Congress on rehabilitation and the physically disabled.

      •Designed trick golf shots that have yet to be duplicated.

      Author, on-air Radio Host, Public Speaker, Newspaper Reporter, Writer and Magazine Publisher, Farmer, Father, Golfer. Tommy McAuliffe‘s life outlook of overcoming tragedy with grit and humor via Golf and the will power of the mind proves his theory that ‘the only real handicap in life is a mental one!’ Talk about self-help! It can benefit all who read it. A leader in the fight for equal rights for the disabled, his inspiring outlook and 'tough love' will delight Golfer and non-Golfer alike!

      Think of this as a sort of mental training manual for not just Golf but for life.  These are his words, not mine, and written from the heart so long ago yet his lesson are still timely today. These are Tommy McAuliffe’s 'Life Lessons' may they help you in life and on the Golf Course. Here’s hoping you will use these lessons and soon be on the Fairways of life towards your own hole in one!

      

      
        
        Tom

      

      

      Fall 2024
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        “If you worry about the ones you miss, you gonna keep missing them. Remember Tommy the most important shot in golf is always the next one!”

        Walter Hagen, Traverse City, MI. 1949\

      

      

      I was born in Buffalo, New York on July 13, 1893, the oldest of five children, and my arms were amputated just below the shoulder after being run over by a street car in 1902 at the age of nine. I have indeed been fortunate and blessed in life and in golf. I have played with the greats including Bobby Jones and Walter Hagan and many other noted golfers who have won national and international golf tournaments. Being able to play is a gift and I remember my first round like it was yesterday…

      My first 18 holes resulted in 138 strokes and that was back in 1908 as a Caddy. My lowest score at that time was 108 strokes. I stopped swinging clubs professionally in 1914 and did not really hold another club as a pro until 1928 when I went into Vaudeville. I traveled the world and have enjoyed entertaining audiences around the country from the Paramount Theater in New York City to the Orpheum theater in LA. During the 1932, full-time Vaudeville tour, I played 262 rounds of golf on 260 different courses with an average stroke per round of 90. My lowest score in golf is 82, (a score he made three times; in 1929 at the Royal Queensland course in Brisbane Australia, in 1931 with the Erie Downs Golf Club in Canada and again in 1935 at the Lancaster Country Club in New York). I came close again in 1953 at Plum Hollow Golf Club just outside Detroit. Both are challenging PAR 5 golf courses.
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      Going to Capitol Hill to testify before Congress and assist in getting action on bills about Rehabilitation was always an honor. The game of Golf has not only been fun and profitable through the years it has taught me valuable life lessons. It’s been essential in establishing the mental discipline to overcoming losing both arms and the development of the “No Handicaps” philosophy.

      In Golf parlance to “call a Mulligan“ is to ask for a do-over. In looking back at my life I hope you can see that instead of quitting life when the streetcar took my arms I simply called a ‘Mulligan’ and just decided to do my life over. Realizing as I do that success goes to the fighter and with the sound of screeching metal wheels from the train still fresh in my mind even now years later, I vow every day with a determined grin, to simply start all over again. You can too… because I believe there’s no handicap in life, except a mental one!

      
        
        Tommy

      

      

      Tommy McAuliffe

      The Commonwealth Club

      Richmond, VA

      1957
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            THE TWO M’S

          

          THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "To find a man's true character,

        play golf with him."

        P.G. Wodehouse

      

      

      
        
        "Golf and sex are the only things you can enjoy without being good at."

        Jimmy Demerit

      

      

      People who endeavor to serve others in this struggling world and those who accomplish worthwhile things and amount to something in life have always had some inspiring support behind them. In proving my no handicaps philosophy I claim no exception because my dose of inspiration has been two fold… Without my Mother and my wife Marguerite, my efforts on the golf course, in the media and in helping others including writing this humble volume would not have been possible.

      Mother! To be a Mom is one of God's choicest blessings in life. It blessed me with a wonderful Mother in every sense of the word. 'If God wanted you, he would have called you when you were hurt.' This was always my Mom's reminder to me whenever we talked. During those periods in one's life when the feeling of bitter rebellion, resentment and dissatisfaction make their untimely appearance, my Mom's support and guidance was like a tonic but she also made it clear that no sympathy would be forthcoming. Mom always used to say; "He doesn't give you a cross without the strength to carry it." Because of her having an undying faith that God left me here for a specific purpose, I fought on and learned to never take no for an answer. If a thing I wanted or was trying to accomplish was right, I simply chose to believe that God would give me the strength to accomplish it.

      Mom's encouragement and empathy never bordered on sympathy, and she wisely allowed me to experience things on my own firsthand. Taking care of Robert, my son, his Mother and his three sisters was indeed a big assignment; like teeing off on a windy day. Life is certainly a colossal task sometimes, a trying problem at best. But what worthwhile subject or endeavor in life is not just that?
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      I enjoy the struggle although it is disheartening, but it's all part of life and the trick is to find the 'sweet spot'. That's the special part of the club or ball that when you hit it just right sends an almost spiritual ringing to your bones. In writing 'No Handicaps', my purpose is to show that nothing is impossible. A proper mental attitude and follow through, and the principles learned in this crazy game can help both the physically perfect and the imperfect to achieve the most out of life regardless of station or condition. My goal is to spread the gospel that 'there is no handicap in life except a mental one!' But let me get back to Mothers, yours and mine. We have undoubtedly caused her many heartbreaks and many a sleepless night undeservingly so. We would do well to repair any damage and let our mothers know how special they are and how important their support can be. Do it before it's too late. You might also hit your knees and pray that the man upstairs forgives you for the many undeserving heartaches you have caused her. My Mom meant a lot to me.

      Although I am the oldest in the family, she always let me know I was her 'baby boy'. The second most important relationship a man has with a woman in life other than his Mother is with his wife. Marguerite, my darling wife, has been my second full dose of inspiration and reality. In her I have found God's angel on earth and a wonderful helpmate. I can truly say that she has no equal and that I am the luckiest man on planet earth. From the day we were married many years ago, as I write this, she has not allowed me to become discouraged for one second. She has made my problems her problems and has counseled me wisely and not quickly. A cheery presence and she backs me up in every wish, desire and attempt to gain the heights of happiness and success.

      Our home exudes her wholesomeness, and her motherly instinct creates a true win-win atmosphere. She is more than any man could wish for. She has helped me become a better man, a better businessman, a better communicator and, believe it or not, a better Golfer. Men really owe everything to their wives.

      Many times when you return home from the office or shop, you may greet your wife with a frown or a sulk. What if you had a tough day at work where everything went wrong-what about her day? It's not fair play to blame it all on your wife or take it out on her… but how many times do we? Remember, she may have had a trying day in her workshop doing for you and for your children. She deserves consideration. Don't cuss and stew because the toast may be a little too brown or because your dinner is not on the table before you even wash. Keep in mind it's not the easiest job in the world to be a wife and a mother. Before entering the house, stand by the door and count to 10 and then put a big smile on your manly face and enter with a big 'hello darling' and give her a big kiss and a hug.
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      Don't be afraid to show affection. This has been a challenge for me and you're not a sissy by doing so. A smile and a laugh, regardless of how tough and trying the day was, are always a good tonic to give. History proves that, in the early days, they forced the Japanese to smile. If they failed to smile, they were punished. Sometimes I think it's a pity such a law does not exist today throughout the world. An old Japanese saying is worthy of your thoughts; "He who laughs and smiles away, the little trials of life today, will
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