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Battlefield of the Mind

The battle against Satan is in the mind. It
is there, in the faculty of consciousness and thought, that he
places strongholds and evil imaginations to defeat us. He creates
doubt, fear, feelings of unworthiness, confusion and brings those
of us who are not cognizant of his strategies into captivity.
Hence, the apostle Paul urges believers to offer our bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God as a spiritual act of
worship. He also admonishes us to renew our minds, which leads to
the transformation of our lives. The renewal of our minds gives us
better perspectives on life and changes our attitudes toward God,
those around us, our circumstances, and ourselves. In the process,
we discover God’s pleasing and perfect will.

I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God (Romans 12:1-2).

Paul implores us to be made new in the
attitude of our minds. He encourages us to put on the new man
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. That is
to say, we must all put off falsehood and speak truthfully to
everyone, for we are all members of one body.

At times, evil spirits will taunt your mind.
They will subtly try to dissuade you from doing what you know you
should. You will find yourself saying, “I am not reading the Bible
today. I am not praying today. Maybe tomorrow. I am not going to
church this Sunday. I am sick.” Do not let these thoughts hold you
down. Recognize them as the enemy’s tactics to set up strongholds
in your life. Do not entertain them; rather, you must pull them
down.

Cast down every spirit that comes to your
mind speaking evil, creating arguments, and promoting high things
that exalt themselves above the knowledge of God. Bring every
thought into captivity to obey Christ. Meditate day and night on
God’s Word if you want to know what is written in it and if you
want to prosper.

Tormenting Spirit

I had an encounter some time ago with a
little girl who was about 16 or 17 years old. She was possessed
with demons, and her parents called me to come to their house to
pray for her. The devil had taken over her mind and was telling her
to run away. He tormented her so much she even attempted to hang
herself with a belt. This little girl did not say a word, but Satan
was talking through her telling me he was Lucifer.

Behold I give you
authority to trample on serpents and scorpions and over all the
power of the devil and nothing shall by any means hurt you (Luke
10:19).

We started to pray, and the devil tried to
turn her head around to break her neck. She cried out loudly for
about 30 minutes. I lay my hands on her and rebuked the devil. I
commanded him to come out of her. Immediately, the demons came out
and up to this day, she is still free from those spirits.

A certain centurion’s servant who was dear to
him got sick and was ready to die. Having heard about Jesus’ power
and authority, he sent elders of the Jews to ask Him to come and
heal his servant. Jesus consented and started to walk to the
centurion’s house. However, on His way, the centurion sent friends
to Him saying, “Lord, don’t trouble yourself. I am not worthy that
you should come to me. I did not even think myself worthy to come
to you, but speak the word, and my servant will be healed.”

The centurion spoke by faith. He continued by
saying:

I also am a man placed
under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one,
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard these
things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd
that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!”  And those who were sent,
returning to the house, found the servant well who had been
sick (Luke 7:8-10).

Jesus has authority over all evil spirits.
They are servants under Him; therefore, if we are saved and
anointed by God, they are also under us. He has given us the
authority to tell Satan, the devil, to come out of the people we
are praying for. In the name of Jesus, he must obey.

The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free (Luke
4:18).

When I go to another city, country or state
to preach, I pray and speak the Word of God. I command the evil
spirits over that city, country or state to loose the minds of the
people they are holding captive and set them free in the name of
Jesus.

Verily I say unto you whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven (Matthew 18:18).

The process of renewal comes when we read and
study God’s Word. Therefore, meditate on your Father’s Word and
watch Him change your life and the situations you face. Greater is
He Who is in you than he who is in the world.

The devil tries to put evil thoughts in my
mind, but I counter him by focusing on God’s Word. A mind is a
powerful thing to lose as a result of obeying the devil.


 Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Prayer

Father, I agree in
prayer with my brothers and sisters that every yoke be broken that
I am talking about in this chapter. Every spirit must obey in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Back to the top
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Generational Curses in Your Life

If
they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their
fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against me, and
that also they have walked contrary unto me (Leviticus
26:40).

Have you noticed patterns of dysfunctional
behavior in your life? Do you appear to be going through a sick
cycle or have strongholds that keep you in bondage? Many times,
these repetitive behaviors that plague our parents, grandparents,
and us are generational curses. Such curses are not to be taken
lightly. You must take swift action to break the addictions,
destructive habits, depression or fear that bind you. If you do not
acknowledge these cycles as curses in your life, you cannot defeat
them.

We often think of iniquity as an outward sin:
lying, cheating, getting drunk or sleeping around. However,
iniquity in this context refers to the perpetual, habitual sins of
your forefathers. These curses can extend as far back as your
great-grandparents and even beyond. Adultery, fornication, idolatry
and so forth may have been passed down the family line. If you want
to be liberated, you must take off the mask and admit you are
facing these challenges. There is not a person who has lived who
does not struggle with or have some kind of issue plaguing his/her
family. Instead of denying the problems, a better approach is to
break the cycle so your children do not inherit the sick behavior
you are battling with.

Refuse to see your children, father, mother,
and other relatives messed up. Not only do you have an opportunity,
but you also have a responsibility to establish a new pattern for
your family. Unfortunately, many of us are afraid to face reality
because we worry about what others might think about us. We fear
their rejection. However, you don’t need man’s acceptance; you need
God’s deliverance. He will never reject you. In fact, you have
already been accepted by Him. Is man’s opinion more important than
God’s? The truth is it is likely that the very people you are
hiding from have already seen the sickness oozing through anyway.
Why hide it? It takes way too much energy trying to fake it and
cover it up all the time. It is easy to look like the perfect, holy
church man or woman who praises the Lord. Many people do it, even
sinners praise God. However, does it make sense putting up a façade
when you are living in private despair?

God loves you so much, He gave His only
begotten Son that you can have everlasting, abundant life. Reject
the generational curse. Cast down the evil imaginations that seek
to destroy you and the lofty opinions that want to exalt themselves
against the knowledge of God. Take every thought captive.

Learned Behavior

Much of what we do is learned behavior. We
follow many of our forefathers’ actions and behaviors. These
practices then become strongholds that are supported by demonic
influences. Strongholds do two things
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