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CHRISTIANITY HAS BEEN around as a major world religion for many centuries and it is on every continent in today’s world. Many wars have been fought based on world religions, particularly Christianity. Christianity had undergone constant challenges and persecution in the past, and many persons were killed or martyred because of their faith or belief in Christianity or Christ. And even in our present-day Christians are facing constant persecution from other groups in the world who are anti-Christ.  From the world’s history books one can see that this is a documented fact.  In the past Christianity was real to those who truly believed in Jesus Christ as their only Savior and Lord. Now it is a different story that you have heard because people don’t have to believe in Jesus’ words anymore to become a Christian today. That’s right! At least that is what they choose to believe. Many have the concept that once they have been born into the religion they automatically are born into God’s Heaven. In other words, they’re just an associate of Christ who has no real sustainable relationship with the Savior. Sin’s deception is great but God’s never-ending love is greater than condemnation. God is greater than our fears. Jesus Christ had nothing to do with the name Christianity, although many think that the word ‘Christ’ and ‘Christianity’ mean the same thing. Christ means Anointed one of Israel, but Christianity is a religion which causes many to be deceived. The Bible talks about true religion. The Bible doesn’t talk about Christianity, but rather pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father. Look at James 1:27, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” If the apostle James doesn’t sum it up beautifully for us I don’t know who will. The religion of man is controversial. In other words, it’s wrapped in controversy and fault. However, the religion of God through Christ is perfect, without error or flaw. It’s life everlasting, righteous, true and faithful.  Are you still not convince that God’s religion is neither Jewish, Christian, Muslim, nor Orthodox? Well, let’s look at Micah. Micah 6:8 states, “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? The prophet Micah here declares to us the religion that God commands us to fulfill, accept, and follow. This Scripture text is similar to James 1:27. On earth in religions people will always be guided by some leader, and also to do some stuff to be good so that they may have good life and good things. That’s what fake religion teaches you to do. It teaches that you must be good first for ‘God’ to accept you, or that you must practice a set of traditions, culture, rules, and regulations, in order to please God. We must be baffled by such vain sayings like, ‘change yourself then come before God.’ God’s religion which is once again, pure, holy, and undefiled teaches us that we must come to Christ no matter how we are because we can’t change ourselves. It’s fascinating to see how many fake religions the world is following to the shadowy pits of Hell. If man could have changed or saved himself, then God wouldn’t have come to earth. God looked on the earth to see if one did good or righteousness, and He found none (see Psalm 14:2-3). None seek after God’s laws, righteousness, and statues. As long as people on earth hold true to fables, then God can’t work as how He would have desired to. All those who hold to vain Christianity are truly holding on to fables. If you hold on to Judaism you are holding on to fables. If you are holding on to Islam you are in truth holding on to fables. If you hold on to any man-made belief system or tradition you are holding on to fables. This sounds really harsh but it’s the truth. Jesus Christ said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  I’m not advocating world religions nor Christianity here, but rather Christ Jesus the only wise God having dominion and power. In truth, let’s all strive to hold on to Christ’s unchanging religion of truth, holiness, and righteousness. 

Christ called the people of his day and even presently ‘Children’, Children meaning of God or of the Devil (see Luke 6:35). Christ called no one Christian. Christ called none of His disciples servants, but rather son or friends (see John 15:15). The only place in Scripture where servant is used is in the Gospels as either profitable servant or unprofitable. In truth, no Christian knows the will of God the Father. What am I saying? Please understand that Jesus Christ called His disciples friends after He revealed the will of the Father to them. Think of it this way: If you are just a mere employee at a company, would the Chief Executive Officer (C.E.O.) reveal anything to you about the company’s financial records or the plans he or she has for it in terms of development? Absolutely not. The C.E.O. wouldn’t think you are that important to give explanations on what he may or may not do. Probably you might even work half your life at the company without ever seeing the C.E.O. At first, Jesus didn’t reveal much to His disciples. However, later we saw Jesus who said, “We are now friends. You are not just the mere workers now, but you are joint-partner with me or joint-heirs.” So it is when we call ourselves Christians, we don’t know anything about the company we work for (God in Christ). In other words, we are just hired servants with little knowledge. However, when we are Children of God, then we are not just mere workers or hired guns, but we are friends of the C.E.O. Jesus Christ. This means anything the C.E.O. may do he’ll tell you since you’re now a partner of the company and not just a mere worker.  The Christian who just accepts he’s a “Christian” or “follower of Christ” can never be truly one with God. The Christian has to become a Child of God or a joint-heir with Christ to understand the mystery of God. Without the knowledge of who one is in Christ, then he can’t be called a Son of God. Isn’t it a bit ironic that throughout the Bible none of Jesus’ disciples, prophets, and apostles called each other a Christian? Why then, do 2.3 billion people or more worldwide call each other Christian? The truth is that man from the very beginning of existence always wanted to develop their own concepts that differ from Jesus’ faith. God said to Adam don’t eat from the tree, but his wife persuaded him otherwise. Here we see that the serpent’s religion seemed to be more delightful to Eve than God’s religion. It is the same thing today in this world. There are billions of people serving God like how they feel He should be served. Jesus Christ prophesied of this great apostasy (see 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). In the last days terrible times shall come (see 2 Timothy 3). How can earth endure this terrible time without having true religion before God from within? Being a mere Christian just will not cut it. Satan and his followers are Christians, but are they Children of God or Sons of God? No! When Jesus was on earth He often had confrontations with the Sadducees, Scribes, and Pharisees because His religion was different from their own. The Sadducees, Scribes, and Pharisees said they practiced the religion of their ancestors such as Moses, Abraham, Joshua, and Jacob, however, Jesus Christ declared that was a lie (see John 10:22-39; Luke 20:45-47; 17:20). There are many other instances of these encounters in Scripture. All true prophets of God practice righteousness in Jesus Christ and not some rules of people. When we look at Christianity today do we see anything that God had ordain from the beginning in it? No! What we see are leaders, believers, and teachers walking according to their own lusts just as how their forefathers did. The question can be asked to the unfaithful Pharisees, Sadducees, and Scribes, “Which of the Holy prophets of God didn’t your fathers persecute?” The Scripture speaks about the love of money, however, money isn’t the problem, but in man there will always be a struggle to walk in the flesh versus in the Spirit. Religion of men and people can’t stop the lusts of the flesh, rather only Jesus’ salvation can. False religion can’t forgive you of sins, but Jesus’ salvation can. We need to create a table or chart and list and see the differences between Jesus’ religion to that of our ancestors. Is it the same God that we are worshipping? Is God the epicenter of Sunday or Sabbath worship? Is your calling being fulfilled in Christ? When you are in a fake religious group you can never discover your true calling because you’re walking in error. The Scripture reminds us to turn from the errors of our ways and fathers and turn to God. However, many still cling to the teachings of men who divert to other means and ways to tell them of good things. The true religion or Church can’t be found in the traditions and cultures of men or denominations of earth, but it can only be found in Jesus Christ. Denominations and creeds can’t save you, only Jesus Christ can. Satan has blinded people’s eyes for centuries to think that their denomination or church group was or still is the only truth. Jesus’ religion isn’t about denominations or social clubs, rather it’s about righteousness in God by walking and living in His words and truth. Denominations teach you to adhere to their rules, laws, regulations, philosophies, code of ethics, and the list goes on.  However, Jesus teaches us not to be deceived by unscrupulous men because many are in this world. The shocking thing is that when misguided people practice all the stuff denominations and religions tell them to they still can’t feel closer to God or personal with Christ. People still can’t tell whom they belong to or what they are all about. What’s the point of being a part of a denomination but yet far from God’s presence? Is it worth it to appear holy before men, but not God? Does Scripture emphasize holiness to men or God? Many try so hard to impress people rather than God. However, we need to ask ourselves will it be worth it after all to walk in traditions, creeds, and the laws of men. Do we now persuade men or God? The apostle Paul tells of his experiences in the Book of Galatians. Here was a man in the Jewish religion of his ancestors who didn’t know who he was or what his true purpose was until God revealed Himself on Damascus Road. How many of us are living a life like how this man lived before he met Christ? In truth, many are living such a life without true hope and faith. 

Galatians 1:11-16 “11. But I certify you, brethren that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  12. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13. For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 14. And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 15. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, 16. To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:” 

The revelation of Paul’s exhortation here is a beautiful picture of what happens when we walk in Christ or come before His presence. Before Paul’s conversion he was just following the religion of his forefathers, but after God revealed His Son to him he was changed forever. This true change can’t be learned or taught by men, but it can only come through Jesus’ revelation. In all religions of the earth and Hell, you have to learn what they practice, teach, and preach, but in Jesus’ religion, it has to be revealed to you. In false religions, you are guided by false light, hope, and purpose. This was Paul’s life before Jesus met him. Paul thought he was doing God’s service in the Jews’ religion until he was blinded by the light of Jesus Christ. When Christ blinds us with His light, then  another thing we spiritually see around us as hope now becomes hopeless, faithless, and fake. The light of Jesus Christ must shine in us. The dim light of denominations and religions of people can’t aid us to see clearly. Jesus declared in John 8:12: “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Jesus also said in John 10:1: “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” All of Jesus’ words are the truth, life, and of pure religion. We need not follow another man, creed, religion, or man-made system. 

The Old Testament mentioned the different peoples of the term Children as well. For example, the children of Israel or The Children of Abraham which in truth represents the righteous people of God or the Children of Faith. The term ‘Son’ was also used by Jesus and the Old Testament prophets.  For example, The Son of Man or The Son of Israel which represents the Redeemer, Savior, and Deliverer of His people from the Devil. Jesus is that blessed Son. Throughout the writings of Isaiah the prophet, he referred to God as the Holy One of Israel (see Isaiah 30:12; Mark 1:24).  In truth, Isaiah refers to God as the Holy One of Israel 28 times. It is documented in the Old Testament 34 times.   Jesus told His disciples that in order to enter heaven they must become humble as little children (see Matthew 18:4). In God’s eyes, He sees everyone on earth as children or the sons of men, but He also sees a set that will become His children. However, in order to be truly saved from God’s wrath, we must be His children or the children of the Highest (see Galatians 4:7; Hebrews 1:8)

The term ‘Christian’ is mentioned in the Holy Scriptures only three times, but that term was not given by Jesus to His apostles or disciples.  So who gave that title to the saints of Christ? Let us look at a scripture text to find out. Let’s look at the Book of Acts. 

Acts 11:26 

And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

This verse of Acts clearly states that the unbelievers or residents of a particular town (Antioch by name) gave a title to the people of God that were not necessary for them to be called. The reason for them being called ‘Christians’ was because they followed the teachings of Christ, in simpler terms they were just ‘Followers,’ who operated and behaved differently from them and the world.  Another reason for the word ‘Christian’ was to upset or mock the saints of Christ because Antioch was a city filled with idolatry and the disciples who they called Christians were holy and spotless individuals. The saints of God were mocked by the use of the term ‘Christian’ and this is what has led to the false Christianity movement throughout the centuries.  

It was later in the Scriptures that we saw the term ‘Christian’  being considered something to be worthy of being called because it was linked to righteousness in God through Christ, and not by traditions of people who considered themselves to be self-righteous. Let us look at these scriptures. 

Acts 26:28 

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

King Agrippa in this context saw that the preaching and characteristic of Paul were very different from other religious people. However, one must know Christ Jesus for him or herself otherwise it will profit nothing, and this was what Agrippa lacked. Only those who are called to be saved will be saved. Only Jesus the Son of God can draw people to Himself. One might desire to be like someone else that they are not, but only Christ can bring real change. 

1 Peter 4:16 

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.  

To be a true Son of Christ one must suffer in order to inherit Heaven and this is how the righteous ones are declared true in Christ. For the word ‘Christian’ to be used effectively one has to suffer like Christ. There’s no easy path to eternal life. 

Although these scriptures proved that the term ‘Christian’ represented something good when the believer share in the sufferings of Christ, the apostle John and the other apostles used a better word or title to call the saints in Christ Jesus by, and that title is ‘Beloved’  or ‘Sons of God.’

Philippians 2:12 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

Salvation is an individual thing between you and God. God is the Judge, but the individual must judge his works also whether it be righteous before God or righteous before men and Satan. Often times, what we as humans think or presume is right before God isn’t right, and that is why we must have the Holy Spirit in our lives which is the most important element. The Holy Spirit leads us into all truth and not just some truth. Without the Holy Spirit, we will be led by our flesh to fulfill its desires and lusts.  Those who are in the flesh cannot please God (see Romans 8:8). 

2 Peter 3:1 

This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance.

1 John 3:2 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

We commonly use the term ‘Christian’ in our present time as a title in Christianity to call those who believe in Jesus Christ by, but why do we still call ourselves followers? When we are in Christ we are not followers, but His own begotten children, born not of flesh or blood, but of God (see John 1:13).   Christianity is the world’s most persecuted religion and also the largest, but in truth, it is fake because as Jesus Christ is real, the religion of men is not. Religion is a hell made system that man has claimed to be their own. There are about over 2.2 billion followers of Christianity to date, but in truth, how many really have a real and personal relationship with the true Jesus Christ that was crucified? The Bible which is called the Holy Scripture speaks that many people worship another ‘Jesus’ not the one that is the Creator of the Universe. These people don’t just worship another ‘Jesus’ but they teach, preach, testify, and invite him in their own families and lives and he is both ‘lord and god’ of their being. But that other ‘Jesus’ is Satan the one who deceives and confuse many who aren’t steadfast to another form of doctrine (see 2 Corinthians 11:4).  

In Jesus’ words, he said: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” These words are documented in Matthew 16:24. In order to be a true Son of God, you must deny your flesh and walk in the Spirit of Christ. Jesus declares according to Matthew 16:24 that it’s impossible for one to walk in Him without
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