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The Legend of Ares, the Eagle and the Wolf
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‘Oda, Oda!’ Kayun could hardly contain himself as he ran to meet the village elder of Nari. ‘I’ve often seen Storm and Cry squabbling, and I was about to step in. But then I noticed that Cry had caught a fish for Storm, and suddenly the two of them were friends again! Why is that?’ Oda Noba replied, ‘Ah, I see. Come here, Kayun. Sit down. I’ll tell you the ancient legend of Ares, the eagle and the wolf. Their bond is so strong that even their distant descendants, such as Cry and Storm, can still feel it today:


‘Ever since the beginning of time, a little red star called Ares had reigned in the heavens. Small though he was, day after day he gave all the plants and living creatures the light and warmth they needed to live. This allowed everything on the planets around him to grow and flourish.

‘One day, the gods thought it was time to honour Ares for his service. They descended upon Rogos Veridis and proclaimed, “Ares shall be honoured by the strongest, fastest and cleverest animal in existence. To discover which animal that might be, a race shall begin at daybreak. The winner will become Ares’ guardian spirit, and famous into the bargain!”

‘The animals hurried to Mount Thororimgod, and as night gave way to day, they all stood ready. At the first ray of light from Ares, the gods blew their whistle and the animals set off as though nothing could stop them. After just a few steps, the frog and the beetle had to admit that their legs were far too short, and that they were very lucky not to have been trampled. They dropped out of the race, and soon other animals began to give up, one after another. Either the water was too wet, or a mountain too high, or a valley too deep. Animal after animal fell behind, until only the hard core remained.’

‘What’s a hard core?’ Kayun suddenly interrupted the village master. ‘What?’ Oda was startled out of his thoughts. ‘Oh! The hard core of a group means the members who keep going even after the others have given up. The most determined ones!’ ‘Oh, I see…’ Kayun was satisfied.

‘After a while, the animals returned to Thororimgod and came to a long, narrow cave they had to pass through. The ibex ducked down, ran quickly through it and seemed certain to win. Close behind him, the eagle suddenly brushed his broad wings against the cave wall and could only continue the race by hopping. But the wolf felt sorry for the eagle and said, “Come on, I’ll help you! Jump on my back!” The eagle gratefully settled on the wolf’s back, and together they trotted after the ibex. Soon they could see the way out, but a large stone was blocking it. The snake had already squeezed through a small gap and now seemed likely to reach the finish first. For no matter how hard the ibex hurled himself against the stone, it did not move an inch. “Come on, let’s do it together,” called the wolf. But the ibex ignored him, for he wanted to manage on his own. Even so, the wolf threw himself against the boulder with all his strength at the same moment as the ibex, and together they cleared the way.

‘The ibex, wolf and eagle raced after the snake and up Thororimgod, until the last obstacle came into view: a deep ravine! The snake gulped and hurriedly began to slither down, hoping to take a detour and still be the first to reach the other side. The ibex, though quite in his element, hesitated for a moment, for the ravine was very deep and very wide. So he slowly took a few steps back to get a running start. The wolf, however, knew he would never make the leap, and hung his head. But before he could even think of giving up, the eagle suddenly seized him by the fur and carried him safely across the ravine. And so the two of them reached the finish together as winners.

‘The animals cheered the pair and carried them aloft on their paws, hooves and great furry feet until the gods appeared. “Eagle, wolf! Because you thought of others as well as yourselves, you reached your goal first. You shall both be the winners!” The other animals congratulated the wolf and the eagle, and, as promised, the gods made them Ares’ guardian spirits. Some time later, when the news had spread among the humanoids too, they built two enormous stone statues on Mount Thororimgod in their honour: a wolf and an eagle, rising towards the sky on a tall pillar.’

Suddenly Kayun sprang up and ran off. ‘Oda, Oda… they’re arguing again!’

But the village elder remained where he was and smiled contentedly.
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The Master’s Test
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Masters had always been particularly experienced and wise humanoids, who often lived in seclusion. Towards the end of their lives, they passed on their knowledge to one or two pupils whom they taught. One such master lived in a tiny nomad village on the desert planet Deimos: Master Gesar. He was already old, and his knowledge was extraordinary. But knowledge alone cannot feed anyone, so, like every other master, he also practised a craft: he was the finest glass-blower on the whole planet. Gesar had spent many years teaching his hardworking pupils, Ari and Tamina, the skills of his craft and the wisdom of life.


When the master felt that his time had come, he summoned them both. ‘Pupil Ari! Pupil Tamina! You have shown great skill, and I am very proud of you. Now I would like to set you one last task. Show me that you have not only skilful hands, but a clever mind and a good heart as well. Bring me a desert eagle’s feather, a live scorpion and a black stone from the volcanic highlands. The first to return with these three things will be admitted to the Guild of Masters! I wish you good luck!’ Ari and Tamina did not hesitate for a second. A moment later, they were running out into the desert with large rucksacks on their backs, and there their paths parted.

Tamina tried her luck in the volcanic highlands first. Ari’s first destination was Tower Rock in the Nahiri mountains. Many desert eagles had their nests right at the top. He only needed to find some way of reaching the first ledge; after that he would have plenty to hold on to. The first stretch was not very high, but the rock face was smooth, and Ari did not dare climb it. There was nothing anywhere nearby that he could pile up. No stones, no wood. ‘All I need to do is pinch an old feather from a nest. It can’t be that difficult,’ sighed Ari. He abruptly abandoned the attempt and left the rock, heading for the volcanic highlands. As he went, he racked his brains for something he could use to help him climb and complete the first task.

In the distance he saw Tamina, who was already carrying a black stone. But it was so heavy that she had to drop it every few steps, and there were no smaller stones. As Ari approached, Tamina stepped back a little and wiped the sweat from her brow. For a moment, the two pupils simply stood and looked at each other. They did not need to speak to know what the other was thinking. Suddenly their faces lit up, and they cried out together, ‘Let’s work together!’

First they walked back to the Nahiri mountains. Tamina stood with her feet wide apart, and Ari climbed onto her hands and shoulders. That way he safely reached the first ledge and collected two eagle feathers. The first task was done!

When night fell and it became bitterly cold, the pair found a cave and lit a fire. ‘Do you think Master Gesar will mind us helping each other?’ Tamina asked uncertainly. ‘I don’t know. But I wouldn’t have got a single feather without you,’ Ari replied.

The next morning, they began looking for scorpions. Fortunately, they did not have to search for long, for a few had hidden near the cave entrance to sleep. Ari and Tamina built two cages from thin wooden sticks they had in their rucksacks and took up their positions in front of a sleeping scorpion. ‘Ready?’ asked Tamina, and Ari nodded silently. Tamina picked up a long piece of wood and gently prodded the scorpion. As though on command, it began to run away and scuttled straight into the cage. Ari shut the cage and set it aside. ‘Wow! Well done!’ Tamina praised him. ‘Thanks! You too!’ Then they repeated the process and caught a second scorpion.

‘Just the black stones now and we’re done!’ grinned Ari.
When they reached the volcanic highlands again, with the eagle feathers and scorpions stowed in their rucksacks, they lifted a stone together and carried it a few steps. ‘That’s going like clockwork!’ Ari said happily. ‘But we need two!’ Tamina pointed to another.

‘But we can’t carry two stones. They’re simply too heavy,’ sighed Ari. Then they both sat down, and as Ares climbed higher and higher and it grew hotter and hotter, they decided to take just one stone. Ari thought Tamina deserved to become a master, and Tamina thought the same of Ari. So they carried the volcanic stone back to the village together in silence, reaching their destination late that afternoon.


In the master’s courtyard, sad and disappointed in themselves, they laid two desert eagle feathers on the ground.
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Beside them they placed two cages containing live desert scorpions, to which they had cleverly given drinking water on the journey home.
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They completed the collection with a single volcanic stone.

The master clasped his hands above his head in delight. But Tamina and Ari cried out at the same time:

‘Master, I didn’t manage it on my own! Please make Ari a master!’

‘Master, I didn’t manage it on my own! Please make Tamina a master!’

But Master Gesar smiled and put his hands on Ari’s and Tamina’s shoulders. ‘My dear pupils, you have done everything right! The point was not to collect those three things, but to see whether you could take responsibility for your actions and ask for help at the right moment.

‘You, Tamina, gave Ari the support he needed to collect the feathers. Together you skilfully caught the scorpions and gave them water. And finally, you brought a heavy volcanic stone to its destination, knowing that the other might be the one to become a master.

‘Responsibility, solidarity and selflessness are qualities our world needs. This was
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