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Kick-Off

And here he comes,

emerging through the tunnel

to the roar of the crowd,

striding out to the centre circle,

where he sits down at his desk.

He does a few keepy-ups with his pen

to keep the nerves at bay,

and then come the handshakes –

with the cat, the reader –

as the coin is flipped high,

twisting and turning in the air,

spinning gold. An exchange of nods,

the blow of a whistle,

he turns the page over

and he’s off!


Football Is . . .

Football is . . .

Football is a wiggle of the hips

Football is a whistle to the lips

Football is late-night fish and chips

Football is

Football is an unwritten poem

Football is trousers in need of sewing

Football is days off when it’s snowing

Football is

Football is a scrambled goal line clearance

Football is a school bell disappearance

Football is a blind adherence

Football is

Football is a language that’s universal

Football is a perfect centre circle

Football’s the real thing not a rehearsal

Football is

Football is a door without need of a key

Football is one thing for you, another for me

Football is whatever you want it to be

Football is . . .


Pick Me!

Pick your brain

Pick your nose

Pick your pocket

Pick a rose

Pick an apple

(from a tree)

Pick a winner

PICK ME!



	AMY . . .
	DAN . . .



	VEROUSHKA . . .
	STAN . . .



	WILLIAM . . .
	CARRIE . . .



	MUHAMMED . . .
	HARRY . . .




Pick your battles

Pick a bone

Pick up speed

Pick up the phone

Pick a scab

(from your knee)

Pick your moment

PICK ME!



	IBRAHIM . . .
	CHLOE . . .



	ALFIE . . .
	ZOE . . .



	GREGORY . . .
	NADIM . . .



	LISA . . .
	SELENE . . .




Pick a fight

Pick up sticks

Pickled herring

Pick and mix

Pick a lock

(set me free)

Pick of the bunch

PICK ME!



	LOGAN . . .
	DANIEL . . .



	KELLY . . .
	SAMUEL . . .



	SAMANTHA . . .
	NICK . . .



	Two left . . .

	I’ll have VIC . . .





OK, then, BRIAN.

YIPPEE!

I GOT PICKED!!!


Trevor

One of the best things

about having an imaginary friend

is always having someone

to play football with.

Trevor never lets me down.

He’s always happy to go in goal

when I want to practise penalties.

Whenever I give the ball to him, he’ll pass it back

and not laugh, like the others,

if I don’t manage to control it.

The only annoying thing about Trevor

is that when he gets called in

for his imaginary tea,

he takes his imaginary ball with him.


An Educated Left Foot

Have you heard?

He’s got an educated left foot.

It’s got twenty-seven GCSEs,

ten A-levels

and three degrees.

It’s Professor

of Footballology,

at the University of Parks.

No matter what exam it takes,

it always passes

with top marks.

His right foot,

on the other hand

(a strange place for one, I have to say),

couldn’t pass

the time of day.


Formations

Right, team, let’s talk formation.

I’m a genius, me.

It’s just simple mathematics.

We’ll play 4-4-3.

What’s that? Too many players?

I’ve counted one more?

Sorry, a slip of the tongue.

I meant 5-2-4.

That’s still wrong, you say?

Oh, I see what I’ve done!

I must have counted the goalie –

we’ll go 3-5-1.

I’m a master tactician . . .

oh, what now? I’ve too few?

In that case, how about we play

. . . 3-4-2?

Or 5-1-3?

4-2-5?

6-3-4?

5-2-3-1?

Hang on, where are you all going?

What do you mean, you’ll see me later?

I command you to stay! Please come back!

Anyone got a calculator?


The Laws of the Game (Playground edition)


1. The field of play must be a wholly natural

playing surface; it should be rectangular and

marked with continuous lines

OR

it can be a peculiarly shaped strip of unforgiving

tarmac, bordered on one side by the new science

block, and the bicycle racks on the other.

2. The penalty spot should be situated 10.97m (12yds)

from the midpoint between the goalposts

OR

about 6 paces from the goal line (4½ paces if

you’re Kieran Thomas because he’s got really

long legs and his strides are MASSIVE).

3. A goal consists of two vertical posts joined by

a horizontal crossbar. The distance between

the inside of the posts is 7.32m (8yds) and the

distance from the crossbar to the ground is

2.44m (8ft)

OR

just bung any bags or jumpers down in two

unruly piles at each end, then adjust until piles

are roughly equidistant* and the arguing stops.

* Ensure at all times that someone keeps an

eye on Elaine Jenkins because she’s always

shortening the width of her goal when no one’s

looking.

4. The ball must be spherical, be made of a suitable

material, be of a circumference between 68cm

and 70cm, weigh between 410g and 450g, and be

of a pressure of 0.6 – 1.1 atmosphere at sea level

OR

belong to Craig Simmons, although he said he

might not bring it in today after what happened

yesterday lunchtime.

5. A match is played between two teams, each with

a maximum of eleven players, one of whom must

be the goalkeeper

OR

maybe just wait and see how many turn up,

although more than 16-a-side does make the

game rather cramped.

When picking teams, remember that Claire Scott

is worth at least two players, and that she and

Karim Shah are not allowed to play on the same

team because that just isn’t fair.

6. Each match is controlled by a referee who has

full authority to enforce the Laws of the Game

in connection with the match

OR

in the event of no referee being available,

decisions should be argued about for several

minutes until either

a) a resolution is reached,

b) a fight breaks out,

c) or Craig Simmons takes his ball away again.

7. A match lasts for two equal halves of 45 minutes

OR

as is more likely, the school bell rings, and the

players have to go inside for stupid French or

Geography.

8. The team that wins the toss of a coin decides

which goal to attack in the first half or to take

the kick-off

OR

alternatively, the decision as to which team

should take the kick-off may simply depend

on whose ball is being used (please refer to

regulation 4, final paragraph).

9. A goal is scored when the whole of the ball

passes over the goal line, between the posts and

under the crossbar, provided that no offence has

been committed by the team scoring the goal

OR

in the event of no crossbar being available,

the ball must not have exceeded the height of

the goalkeeper by more than the length of a

standard 30cm shatterproof ruler.

Remember, in the event of goal / post disputes,

it is possible to award ½ a goal.



10. A player is in an offside position if any part

of the head, body or feet is nearer to the

opponents’ goal line than both the ball and

the second-last opponent

OR

you may deem it impractical to enforce the

offside rule. Blatant goal hanging is to be

frowned upon, however, and any player found

guilty of such may find themselves the subject

of disapproving looks from their classmates

for the rest of the day.

11. The team scoring the greater number of goals

is the winner. If both teams score no goals or an

equal number of goals the match is drawn

OR

given both the high frequency of goals scored,

and the number of disputed goal decisions, it

may be unclear as to what the final result is. In

such circumstances, it is customary for one last

round of arguments before afternoon lessons

begin, and then for the match to be replayed

the following lunchtime, and all future

lunchtimes thereafter.


WONDERKID!

Introducing . . . FOOTBALL’S latest WONDERKID!

She’s worth EIGHTY-SEVEN MILLION QUID

Won the BALLON D’OR

When she was FOUR

There’s RUMOURS she’s off to REAL MADRID

Since from OBSCURITY she was PLUCKED

She’s already LIFTED the FA CUP

By the age of SIX

She knew all the TRICKS

She’s WORLD RECORD HOLDER for KEEPY-UPS

She’s the YOUNGEST EVER ENGLAND RECRUIT

She’s the HOLDER of the GOLDEN BOOT

An all-time GREAT

And she’s only EIGHT

She can’t get past GRADE 3 on the FLUTE

WONDERKID TO MISS WORLD CUP FINAL SHOCK!!!

SPECULATION RIFE: HAS SHE BEEN DROPPED?

Her mum sets things straight:

‘It kicks off too late

And she NEEDS to be IN BED by NINE O’CLOCK’
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