
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
More Coffee & Philosophy

Another Book of Poetry

2nd Edition

Frank C. Ray, IV







More Coffee & Philosophy

Another Book of Poetry

 


2nd Edition

 


by Frank C. Ray, IV

 


 


Copyright © 2023 by Frank C. Ray, IV

Cover design and artwork by Frank C. Ray, IV

Smashwords License Information

This book is distributed free of charge by
Smashwords, Inc. The author retains all intellectual property
rights but provides the right to freely redistribute the book for
non-commercial purposes, provided that: 1) no financial
compensation is received, 2) it is not redistributed by another
business for any purpose, excluding those retail outlets that
Smashwords, Inc distributes to, and 3) the e-book is distributed in
its complete and original form with no edits or modifications. All
other rights reserved.

Published by Frank C. Ray, IV

https://pcguyiv.wordpress.com/contact-me/

Converted to electronic formats and distributed by
Smashwords, Inc.

First edition copyright © 2018 by Frank C. Ray, IV,
and converted to electronic formats and distributed by Smashwords,
Inc.


For my darling Wife,

Who inspires me daily.

I love you so much.
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Preface

My first book, Coffee & Philosophy: A
Book of Poetry, came about strictly as a desire to have
something published. Since then, I’ve been trying to figure out how
to follow it up. Well, along came National Poetry Writing Month
(NaPoWriMo), and I decided to throw my hat into the ring. I figured
if I managed to successfully complete a poem a day for the entire
month of April, I’d have enough material to make a decent follow-up
book, and here we are.

Much like my first book, I’ve stuck to poems
strongly influenced by my understanding of various Japanese forms
of poetry and their Americanized interpretations. How accurate my
understanding is may be up for debate, but that is what the poems
heavily influenced by.

Originally, this book had no table of contents, as
the poems were not grouped in any particular manner. Instead, they
were presented in calendar order, and that still is true, but for
this edition, I have added a table of contents with all the poems
listed.

There are a total of thirty-one poems, as there was
an early-bird prompt on March 31st, and I have included that poem
as well.


 My Morning
Love

My eyes are heavy.

The alarm is very loud.

 


I leave my bedroom,

But it is against my will.

 


I smell you brewing.

Your warm scent calls to my soul.

 


Oh, dark elixir,

Let me drink and be revived.

Clear away the sleep-filled fog.


 Morning
Trauma

Mornings trick the eyes.

All tubes of goo look the same.

That wasn’t toothpaste.



Questions & Answers

The man had questions.

He asked if there was reason.

No one dared reply.

 


He asked if there were rings.

Of course, there were rings.

 


He asked, “Do you take this man?”

You said, “Yes, I do.”

 


“He asked, “And you this woman?”

My reply matched yours.

 


The man stopped asking questions,

And declared us to be one.


The List

Needed eggs and milk.

I double-checked the pantry.

Made myself a list.

 


Went to the market.

Checked my list before I left.

Still need eggs and milk.


 True North

Is truth absolute?

Does the situation change,

And alter what is moral?

 


God’s Word is truth,

And points us to what is good,

As a compass points to north.



Photographic Evidence

Worth a thousand words,

The photograph’s claim to fame,

 


But Google one word,

And thousands of images,

Shall appear before your eyes.
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