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Most of the Biblical references are taken from King James Version (KJV). Some are taken from other versions of the Bible, in which case, the versions are identified.

All Qur’anic references are taken from: M.T. Al-Hilali & M.M. Khan. Translation of the Meanings of The Noble Qur'an in the English Language, (2004).
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“Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands and then say, "This is from Allah," to purchase with it a little price! Woe to them for what their hands have written and woe to them for that they earn thereby.”



“And verily, among them is a party who distort the Book with their tongues (as they read), so that you may think it is from the Book, but it is not from the Book, and they say: "This is from Allah," but it is not from Allah; and they speak a lie against Allah while they know it.”



Two verses from the Qur’an; the first is Verse 79 in Surah#2, Al-Baqarah, and the second is Verse 78 in Surah#3, Al-Imran. Both verses declare that the scripture of the-People-of-Book (the Jews and the Christians) was forged and corrupted. The forgeries and corruption took place both in the written documents and in the oral traditions. The Jews and Christians wrote their scripture with their hands and distorted it with their tongues and claimed that it was from God.

The above proclamation was a huge verdict that was announced in the early seventh century; i.e. 500 years before the biblical scholars of the middle ages in the West started questioning the credibility and authorship of the Bible. It precedes by 1200 years the conclusions of the biblical scholars of the early 19th century who finally reached the same verdict that indeed Moses did not write the Pentateuch, and that the Bible was written by more than 50 authors over a period that spans 1000 years, and that it is corrupted and contains many forgeries.

IT IS A MIRACLE!

To understand the miraculous nature of these Qur’anic verses, we need to look at the following brief chronology:


	90 CE

	Final canonization of the Hebrew Bible


	405 CE

	First translation of the Christian Bible from Greek into Latin (St. Jerome’s Vulgate)


	609-632 CE

	Revelation of the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)


	867 CE

	The first Arabic Bible (Mt. Sinai Arabic Codex 151)


	1526 CE

	First translation of the Bible into English (William Tyndale’s Pentateuch)


	1611 CE

	King James (Authorized) Version of the Bible 




From the above, we can see that when the Qur’an was being revealed to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the early seventh century, there was no Arabic version of the Bible.  There were only Hebrew, Greek and Latin versions. 

Most of the Arabs at that time were illiterate; very few of them could read or write even their own language. It was impossible for anyone of them to have access to the Bible and to read it in Hebrew, Greek or Latin. Biblical scholars did not exist at that time. Yet, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), reciting the above verses, described exactly how the Bible was forged and corrupted. 

Over several centuries before the rise of Islam, many Jewish tribes migrated and settled among the Arabs at Yathrib, an oasis located about 450 km north of Mecca. They settled there because it was written in their Holy Book that a prophet will appear around that time as the last prophet from God to humanity. They hoped that this prophet will be chosen from amongst them.

The pagan Arabs at that time used to revere the Jews for they possess a Holy Book. They believed that the Jews are in a class by themselves because their Holy Book contains the revelation from the Creator, the laws and teachings from God, the knowledge about the past and what to expect in the hereafter. 

And, indeed, a prophet was chosen and sent as the last prophet from God to humanity. Unfortunately to the Jews and to their dismay, Prophet Muhammad was not chosen from amongst them, he was chosen from the Arabs, the descendants of Ishmael (First born son of Abraham.) This did not sit well with the Jews, and they denied and rejected the new prophet and the new religion.

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) mission started in 609 CE when he was 40 years old and continued for 23 years until his death in 632 CE. The Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet over the same period. Naturally, and as would be expected, a competition arose between the Muslims and the Jews as to which of the two scriptures is the true authentic word of God, the Qur’an or the Torah?

And the verdict came from God Himself. The Bible is not authentic; it is not credible; it is forged and corrupted.

In this book we review the testimonies of 25 expert witnesses against the Bible. All the witnesses are from the West. They have different backgrounds: biblical scholars, clergy, academicians, scientists, and free thinkers.
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Biblical criticism has made a huge progress over the last two hundred years. Among biblical scholars, many of the questions about the Bible have been answered and many of the issues that were controversial before have been settled. These include:

	The Bible’s Authorship. No respectable biblical scholar now believe that Moses authored the Pentateuch, or that the Gospels were written by any of the Twelve Apostles.

	That the Bible is corrupted with errors and contradictions.

	That the Bible is inaccurate and unreliable as a source of history, and has its roots in myths, legends and folklore.


Yet, what the biblical scholars have acknowledged and accepted about the Bible is not necessarily what is being disseminated among the public. Most of the results of the research on the Bible is still confined between the biblical scholars and is not easily accessible by the public.

The aim of this book is to bring out to the public the latest knowledge about the Bible. A novel approach is adopted here in which the Bible is imagined to be under trial in a court of justice. The articles of indictment are grouped into three lawsuits:

Case 1: Criticism of the Bible’s Authorship. 

The Charges are: (1) that the authors of the different books of the Bible are not whom they are claimed to be (Moses did not write the Pentateuch, Matthew Gospel was not written by Matthew, etc.), and (2) that most of the authors of the Bible are anonymous.

Case 2: Criticism of the Bible’s Integrity.

The Charges are: (1) that the Bible was corrupted intentionally, (2) that parts of the Bible were forged, (3) that the Bible was further corrupted unintentionally by the scribes as it was transmitted to us, and (4) and the Bible is mostly a collection of myths and legends.

Case 3: Criticism of the Bible’s Morality.

The Charges are: (1) that the Bible is morally deficient, (2) that the Bible sanctions and promotes immoral behavior and activities.

The book presents testimonies from renowned witnesses (scholars) in the three open lawsuits against the Bible. The testimony of each witness is in the form of a published book. 

Some of these books have multiple authors. In such cases, our witness is the first author of the book. Almost all the books include tens of references, and many of the books contain external testimonies from a host of biblical scholars. This in effects means that each testimony represents, not one witness, but the many scholars who put their opinions in the book.

The testimonies are presented in a chronological order; the oldest goes first. The first one is from Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089-1164) from the Middle Ages. His testimony is a book entitled: The Commentary of Abraham Ibn Ezra on the Pentateuch and is dated 1164.

Here is a full list of our witnesses (authors) and their books:

	#
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	Author

	Book Title

	Date

	1

	Ibn Ezra, A.

	The Commentary of Abraham Ibn Ezra on the Pentateuch

	1164


	2

	Spinoza, B.

	Theological-Political Treatise

	1670


	3

	Newton, I.

	An Historical Account of Two Corruptions of Scripture

	1754


	4

	Horne, T.H.

	Popery, the Enemy and the Falsifier of Scripture

	1844


	5

	De Wette, W.M.

	A Critical and Historical Introduction to the Canonical Scripture of the Old Testament

	1850


	6

	Colenso, J.W.

	The Pentateuch and Book of Joshua Critically Examined

	1862


	7

	Doane, T.W.

	Bible Myths and Their Parallels in Other Religions

	1882


	8

	Ingersoll, R.G.

	Some Mistakes of Moses

	1889


	9

	Gladden, W.

	Who Wrote the Bible? A Book for the People

	1891


	10

	Stanton, E.C.

	The Woman’s Bible, Parts I & II

	1895


	11

	Burgon, J.W.

	The Causes of the Corruption of the Traditional Text of the Holy Gospels

	1896


	12

	Hull, M.

	Our Bible: Who Wrote It? When-Where-How? Is It Infallible?

	1900


	13

	Remsburg, J.E.

	The Bible. Authenticity, Credibility, Morality

	1907


	14

	West, E.S.

	Impeachment of the Bible

	1923


	15

	Sunderland, J.T.

	Origin and Character of the Bible

	1924


	16

	Wheless, J.

	Forgery in Christianity

	1930


	17

	Ehrman, B.D.

	The Orthodox Corruption of Scripture

	1993


	18

	Kirsch, J.

	Harlot by the Side of the Road; Forbidden Tales of the Bible

	1997


	19

	Dundes, A.

	Holy Writ as Oral Lit; The Bible as Folklore

	1999


	20

	Thompson, T.L.

	The Mythic Past

	1999


	21

	Friedman, R.E.

	Who Wrote the Bible?

	2011


	22

	Ehrman, B.D.

	FORGED; Writing in the Name of God-Why the Bible’s Authors are not Who We Think They Are

	2011


	23

	Wells, S.

	Drunk with Blood. God’s Killings in the Bible

	2013


	24

	Muller, R.

	Evidence of Editing. Growth and Change of Texts in the Hebrew Bible

	2014


	25

	Morrow, J.L.

	Three Skeptics and the Bible; Le Peyrère, Hobbes, Spinoza, and the Reception of Modern Biblical Criticism

	2016



The pool from which our witnesses are chosen contains hundreds of qualified scholars. The selected witnesses are of different backgrounds: biblical scholars, clergy, academi­cians, scientists, and free thinkers. But they all share one common characteristics: they are all Westerners. 

Many of our witnesses are Christian clergy belonging to different sects: Catholics, Protestants or Unitarians. 

The witnesses are carefully selected to ensure that the dates of their testimonies cover an extended range:

	3 from the pre 19th century period,

	8 from the 19th century,

	9 from the 20th century, and

	5 from the current century


Note that in the following testimonies, I often use the label ‘Author’ to refer to the expert witness who is giving his testimony; i.e. the author of the book being reviewed.
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​Testimony #1: Ibn Ezra - The Commentary of Abraham Ibn Ezra on the Pentateuch (1164).
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The Author: Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089-1164) was born in Tudela in Spain during its golden age under the Muslims’ rule. He later moved to Cordoba and claimed it to be his place of birth. He is considered one of the most distinguished Jewish biblical commentators and philosophers of the Middle Ages.​[1] 



The Book: The Complete Commentary on the Torah (1164).

––––––––
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In his commentary on the Pentateuch, Ibn Ezra was troubled by several verses in the Torah that didn’t make sense or/and seemed not to be written by Moses but were added to the Torah. These are: Gen. 12:6, Gen. 22:14, Deut. 1:1-5, Deut. 3:11, Deut. 31:9, and Deut. 34:1-12. 

In Genesis 12:6, we read:


6. And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.  (Gen. 12:6) KJV.



Commenting on the above verse, Ibn Ezra wrote:

“... AND THE CANAANITE WAS THEN IN THE LAND. It is possible that the Canaanites seized the land of Canaan from some other tribe at that time. Should this interpretation be incorrect, then there is a secret meaning to the text. Let the one who understands it remain silent.”​[2]

In the above, ibn Ezra is engaged in what we would now call ‘biblical criticism’. Ibn Ezra concern is how could [the Torah] use the word “then” in this context, which implies that [the Canaanites were there] then but that they are there now. But didn’t Moses write the Torah and in his time the Canaanites ruled the land? It makes no sense for Moses to write “then,” for reason dictates that the word “then” could only have been written at a time when the Canaanites were not occupying the land, and we know that the Canaanites were not removed from the land until after Moses’ death during the conquest of Joshua. According to this, Moses did not write that word here, rather Joshua or one of the later prophets wrote it.​[3]

However, ibn Ezra’s language is veiled and allusive, rather than direct. He didn’t expose that ‘Moses did not write this verse’, and he wrote: “... there is a secret meaning to the text...” This probably could be out of reverence for the holy writings.​[4]

Regarding the other problematic verses in Genesis and Deuteron­omy, Ibn Ezra famously stated:

"If you can grasp the mystery behind the following problematic passages:


1) The final twelve verses of this book [i.e., Deut. 34:1–12, describing the death of Moses], 

2) 'Moshe wrote [this song on the same day, and taught it to the children of Israel]' [Deut. 31:22];

3) 'At that time, the Canaanites dwelt in the land' [Gen. 12:6];

4) '... In the mountain of God, He will appear' [Gen. 22:14];

5) 'behold, his [Og king of Bashan] bed is a bed of iron...' [Deut. 3:11]


you will then understand the truth."​[5]

In the above, Ibn Ezra was using an encrypted language (“the truth”) to indicate that Moses was not the sole author of the Torah. 

Finally, we look at the twelve verses of Ch. 34, the last chapter in Deuteronomy, that describe the death of Moses and what happened after that: 


1. Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the Lord showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan,

2. all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea,

3. the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar.

4. Then the Lord said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”

5. And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord had said.

6. He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is.

7. Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak, nor his strength gone.

8. The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.

9. Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So, the Israelites listened to him and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.

10. Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face,

11. who did all those signs and wonders the Lord sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land.

12. For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.  (Deut. 34:1-12)



And it is evident that Moses couldn’t be the author of the above verses that describe his own death. Ibn Ezra developed what he calls the “secret of the twelve.” Since these twelve verses were not written by Moses, then there are other passages that Moses did not write. But he decided to keep it a secret because most people at his time could not or would not accept this idea.

Exposing Ibn Ezra “encrypted” conclusion that Moses was not the sole author of the Pentateuch, Spinoza wrote the following:

“Here are Ibn Ezra’s words from his commentary on Deuteronomy: ‘‘‘Beyond the Jordan etc.’’: If you understand the mystery of the twelve and of ‘‘Moses wrote the Law’’ and ‘‘the Canaanite was then in the land’’ and ‘‘it will be revealed on the mountain of God’’ and also ‘‘behold his bed, a bed of iron’’, then you will know the truth’. In these few words he discloses and, at the same time, demonstrates that it was not actually Moses who wrote the Pentateuch but some other person who lived much later, and that the book Moses wrote was a different work.”​[6]

In the above, Spinoza was more explicit in saying what Ibn Ezra couldn’t say, that Moses didn’t write the Pentateuch, and that it was written by another person.
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Testimony #2: Spinoza - Theological-Political Treatise (1670).
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The Author: Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677)​[7]. A Dutch philosopher of Portuguese Sephardi origin, and one of the early thinkers of the Enlightenment and modern biblical criticism. He developed highly controversial ideas regarding the authenticity of the Hebrew Bible and the nature of the Divine. Jewish religious authorities issued a herem against him, causing him to be effectively expelled and shunned by Jewish society at age 23, including by his own family. His books were later added to the Catholic Church's Index of Forbidden Books.

The Book: Theological-Political Treatise (1670).​[8] [or, Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (TTP)].

––––––––
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The immediate aim of Spinoza in writing the TTP was to strengthen individual freedom and widen liberty of thought in Dutch society, in particular by weakening ecclesiastical authority and lowering the status of theology.​[9] The TTP offers a comprehensive theory of what religion is and how ecclesiastical authority and theological concepts exercise their power over men while, at the same time, providing a new method of Bible exegesis.​[10]

In this testimony, we shall focus on Spinoza’s opinions regarding the authorship of books of the Old Testament (OT). It should be noted here that Spinoza was a great admirer of Abraham ibn Ezra, and that ibn Ezra’s commentary on the Pentateuch had a great influence on the TTP.

On the Pentateuch, and after a short analysis in Ch. 8 of TTP, Spinoza concluded that Moses was not its author:

“From all this it is plainer than the noonday sun that the Pentateuch was not written by Moses but by someone
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