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Spiritual Development

Regardless of the number of trials we experience, God uses them to strengthen and develop our character and faith. When we experience trials, our patience and resilience are put to the test. When we work through the trial, we develop perseverance. It can be challenging to be still as God molds and shapes us through our trials. Nevertheless, we will realize that the trial was worth it when God is finished.

Consequences of Choices

The reality of our bad decisions is the consequences we tend to face afterward. Oftentimes, our trials are the exact result of how we choose to live our lives. Sometimes our actions are sinful, and none of us will ever go unpunished for our sins. 

Spiritual Attack

Sometimes we tend to give the evil one too much power by believing he is in control. Not all the trials we experience are his fault, although he can play a role in our difficult circumstances. The evil one is like a lion, always ready to attack its prey. As children of God, we are the primary target.
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I accomplish more when I am awake than when I’m asleep. I must serve my purpose before I leave. I am climbing up the stairs at a steady pace. I seize opportunities throughout each day.

I decided to take the first step to make a difference in life. I must continue to be persistent regardless of the trials I experience. As I made an effort, I heard a temptation knocking on my door. Despite this, I resisted this deceptive offer and continued to move forward.

Throughout my journey, my faith and ambition were being tested. Then I asked myself these questions. How effectively am I using my time? Am I serving my purpose or allowing my life to pass me by? I must overcome these obstacles during difficult times.

However, I will not complain because I’ve gained wisdom and strength. Despite the endurance of my suffering, I developed a genuine character and a renewed mind. After the storm, my breakthrough will come, where I will praise God for my abundant blessings and moment of triumph.

Reflection

Everyone will face trials in life, and no one can escape them. For far too long, some of us have believed that becoming a child of God will prevent us from experiencing trials. This is a common misconception and a lie. Throughout our trials, we must continue to strive. For, in the end, God will bless us abundantly. Serve your purpose, and seek God through all things, for your trial is temporary, but God’s grace is everlasting.


And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm, and steadfast. (1 Peter 5:10 NIV)

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18 NIV)

I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. In this world, you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. (John 16:33 NIV)

'And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.' (Romans 5:3-5 NKJV)

'As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. '(1 Peter 4:10 NKJV)
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Daily, we are being attacked by the evil one. The evil one’s primary target is the mind. His only weapons are the pride of life, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes. Through deception, he will always tempt you to draw you astray.

We are no match for the evil one, but we have given him too much power for far too long. Some of us have given him power by succumbing to temptations. Others have given him power by believing that he controls our lives. The evil one can play a role in our circumstances, although he is not more powerful than God.

Choose your beliefs and thoughts carefully, as they are powerful for everything you believe will come into existence, and how you think directs your life. Your perception is the essence of your choices, thoughts, beliefs, actions, emotions, and life.

How much time do you spend reconsidering a decision? Do you think positively or negatively? As the Lord has directed us, think on these things: everything that is honest, true, pure, just, lovely, praiseworthy, reasonable, and of good virtue.

Surrender everything to the Lord in every situation, without anxiety or worry. Present your requests to the Lord through prayer, supplication, and gratitude. For nothing is too big nor too small for Him to handle. Allow God to take complete control. For the battle is not yours, it’s the Lord’s.

Reflection

Our thoughts and beliefs are compelling. We must pay attention to everything and everyone around us. Because music, television, social media, daily habits, and people can all influence our thoughts and beliefs. Do not give the evil one power by walking in fear, anxiety, iniquity, or guilt. Present your prayer to the Lord, and ask him for a renewed mind, an uplifting spirit, and complete protection from all evil.


Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the sake of your salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.   (1 Timothy 4:16 NLT)

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.   (Colossians 3:2 NIV)

'Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.' (Philippians 4:8-9 NKJV)

'Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.' (Philippians 4:6-7 NKJV)



'And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.'(Romans 12:2 NKJV)
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The suffering of your life should not come as a surprise. No one can escape suffering. You have ignored the facts about suffering that are written in the scripture. However, you have embraced the lies of an easy life and the lies that society has fed you.

God will not save you from every trial. Sometimes, He will allow you to experience certain things for a reason. There will be a time when He will enable you to experience a trial and walk you through it. God will never forsake you nor fail you. There will be a time when you will experience suffering in complete isolation.

Your closest family members and friends will be gone. There will be nothing and no one left except for you and God. This is the ultimate test of faith. Is your faith built on your circumstances or the word of God? If your faith is based on your circumstances, all the enemy has to do is take away your circumstances to destroy your faith.

Just as you believe that God is with you when he answers your prayers, you must also believe that God is with you through the storm and sufferings. Please don’t allow your faith to be confined to a building, because it’s easy to have faith on a Sunday morning.

Nevertheless, how strong is your faith outside of church? Do not make your decisions based on your emotions because your emotions will change, but God won’t. When
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