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Prologue
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Imagine standing on the deck of a wooden ship, the salty sea air whipping through your hair. The sun is rising, painting the sky in shades of gold and pink. Around you, the ocean stretches endlessly in every direction—no land in sight. The only sound is the creaking of the ship’s mast and the splash of waves against the hull. You don’t know what lies ahead. Will you find new lands? Will you return home as a hero? Or will the sea swallow your ship, never to be seen again?

This was the life of Christopher Columbus, a man who dared to sail into the unknown. More than 500 years ago, he believed he could reach Asia by traveling west across the Atlantic Ocean. Most people thought his idea was foolish. No one knew what lay beyond the horizon. But Columbus refused to give up. He convinced the King and Queen of Spain to support his journey, gathered a brave crew, and set sail on one of the most famous voyages in history.

But Columbus’s story is more than just a tale of adventure. His journeys changed the world forever—sometimes for the better, sometimes for the worse. He connected Europe with the lands that would later be called the Americas. His discoveries led to new trade, new ideas, and new explorations. But they also brought challenges, conflicts, and hardships for the native peoples who had lived there for thousands of years.

In this book, you’ll travel alongside Columbus on his daring voyages. You’ll face storms, hunger, and danger. You’ll meet powerful rulers, fierce warriors, and curious explorers. You’ll discover the truth about Columbus—his dreams, his struggles, and his lasting impact on history.

Are you ready to set sail on this incredible journey? Then grab your map, hoist the sails, and let’s dive into the story of Christopher Columbus!
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Chapter 1: Young Christopher’s Dreams
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Christopher Columbus was not always a famous explorer. Before he sailed across the ocean, before he discovered lands unknown to Europeans, he was just a curious boy with big dreams. Born in 1451 in the bustling port city of Genoa, Italy, Christopher grew up surrounded by the sea. The salty breeze, the calls of sailors, and the sight of ships coming and going filled his childhood. He would watch as merchants unloaded treasures from far-off lands—silks from Asia, spices from India, gold from Africa. He imagined what it would be like to sail across the endless blue waters and visit those distant places himself. His heart raced with excitement whenever he heard stories of adventures, brave sailors, and lands beyond the horizon.

Christopher’s father, Domenico Columbus, was a wool weaver. He wanted his son to follow in his footsteps and become a merchant, selling fabrics and goods. But young Christopher had no interest in staying in one place, working with wool and cloth. Instead, he was fascinated by maps, compasses, and the great mysteries of the world. He often spent hours studying old charts, tracing his fingers over coastlines and islands, wondering what lay beyond the edges of the known world.

In Genoa, life was tough, and people worked hard to earn a living. Even though Columbus was from a working-class family, he had big ambitions. He dreamed of becoming a sailor, exploring the world, and making great discoveries. But sailing was dangerous. The sea could be wild and unforgiving, and many ships never returned from their voyages. Despite the risks, Christopher felt drawn to the ocean. He believed that beyond the known lands, there were more places to be discovered, riches to be found, and mysteries to be solved.

As a boy, Columbus spent a lot of time listening to sailors’ tales. They told stories about fierce storms, giant sea creatures, and islands filled with gold. Some spoke of lands beyond the Atlantic, places unknown to Europeans, but no one knew if those stories were true. The most valuable knowledge of the time came from explorers who traveled across the Mediterranean Sea or sailed along the African coast. But Columbus had an idea—what if someone sailed west across the vast ocean? Could there be a shorter way to reach Asia, the land of spices and silk? This question stayed in his mind, even as he grew older.

Since his family did not have much money, Columbus could not afford the best education. But that did not stop him from learning. He taught himself to read and write in Latin, the language of scholars. He studied geography, astronomy, and navigation. He learned about the stars, the winds, and how to use a compass to find his way at sea. Every time he got a chance, he spoke to sailors and merchants, asking them about their journeys and experiences. He wanted to learn everything he could about the ocean and the lands beyond.

When Columbus was still a teenager, he took his first job on a ship. It was not a grand adventure, but it was a start. He worked hard, learning how to steer a vessel, tie knots, and read the wind. He sailed on merchant ships that traveled along the Mediterranean, visiting ports in Italy, Spain, and Portugal. Each journey brought him closer to his dream. He was no longer just a boy who wished to sail—he was now a young man gaining real experience on the sea.

As Columbus grew older, his dreams only became stronger. He had heard about famous explorers like Marco Polo, who traveled to China and wrote about the wonders of the East. He read about ancient maps that showed mysterious lands and islands. He became convinced that if he could sail west across the Atlantic Ocean, he would find a new route to Asia. But making this dream come true would not be easy. He needed ships, sailors, and money. Most people thought his idea was foolish. They believed the ocean was too vast, too dangerous, and that no one could survive such a journey. But Columbus refused to give up.

Even as he faced challenges, his heart remained full of hope. He knew that one day, he would set sail and prove that the world was larger than people imagined. His dreams were bigger than the doubts of others, and he was determined to turn them into reality.
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Chapter 2: Learning to Sail the Open Sea
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Christopher Columbus had always been fascinated by the sea, but dreaming about sailing and actually learning how to navigate the open ocean were two very different things. Sailing in the 1400s was not as simple as getting on a ship and letting the wind carry you. It required skill, patience, and knowledge of the unpredictable forces of nature. From a young age, Columbus understood that if he wanted to become a great explorer, he had to learn everything about sailing—how to read the stars, how to understand the wind, and how to survive in the vast, unpredictable waters of the ocean.

Columbus’s first experiences at sea were on merchant ships. As a teenager, he found work on ships traveling through the Mediterranean Sea. These journeys took him to different ports in Italy, Spain, and Portugal. While working on these ships, Columbus did more than just watch the waves; he studied every part of the ship, from the towering masts to the heavy ropes that controlled the sails. He learned how to tie knots, steer the ship, and adjust the sails to catch the wind. He also listened to experienced sailors as they shared stories about their travels, the dangers of the sea, and the secrets of successful navigation. Every voyage was a lesson, and Columbus was eager to learn.

One of the most important skills a sailor needed was the ability to read the stars. Back in the 1400s, there were no GPS devices or modern maps. Instead, sailors used the night sky as their guide. The stars told them which direction they were heading, and by measuring the position of the sun and stars, they could estimate their location. Columbus spent hours studying astronomy, learning how constellations moved across the sky and how different stars pointed the way north or south. He discovered how to use a tool called an astrolabe, which helped sailors measure the angle of the sun or a star above the horizon to determine their latitude.

Besides the stars, Columbus also needed to understand the winds and ocean currents. The wind was the power that moved ships forward, but it didn’t always blow in the direction a sailor wanted to go. Columbus had to learn about trade winds—steady winds that blew in certain directions across the ocean. He discovered that these winds were different depending on where a ship sailed. In the Atlantic Ocean, for example, the winds blew westward toward the Americas, and farther north, they blew eastward toward Europe. Understanding these wind patterns was crucial for long voyages.

Another major challenge of sailing was dealing with storms. Columbus heard stories of fierce tempests that could rip apart sails, overturn ships, and send entire crews to the bottom of the ocean. Some sailors were so afraid of storms that they never sailed too far from the coast. But Columbus knew that if he wanted to explore new lands, he had to be prepared for anything. He studied the sky, learning
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