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South Africa – 1652–1994 Birth of a Rainbow Nation

Human history in Southern Africa dates back over 100,000 years to the first people: the nomadic pastoralist Khoikhoi—also known as Hottentots—and the hunter-gatherer San people, also known as Bushmen, who occupied the arid and desert regions of Southern Africa.

The first recorded Europeans to reach the “Cape of Storms,” later renamed the Cape of Good Hope by the King of Portugal, were the Portuguese navigator Bartolomeu Dias on 12 March 1488, followed by Vasco da Gama in November 1497, opening the important sea route to India and the Far East.

However, European exploration of Southern Africa remained very limited during the 16th and 17th centuries. The European Imperial powers were content to establish trading posts along the coast of Southern Africa, while they were actively exploring and colonizing the Western Hemisphere, the New World— North, Central, and South America.

Exploration of the Cape only began in 1652, when the Dutch East India Company assigned one of their employees, Jan van Riebeeck, to set up a refreshment station in Table Bay for ships bound to the Dutch East Indies, in what is now Cape Town.
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Failing to reach agreement by negotiation with the indigenous Khoekhoe people to work for him or to supply him with cattle, Van Riebeeck introduced slavery in the budding Cape Colony. The first slave, Abraham van Batavia, arrived in 1653 (Batavia was the name of Jakarta, Indonesia, during the Dutch colonial period).

Shortly afterward, a slaving voyage was undertaken from the Cape to Mauritius and Madagascar. By April 1657, there were ten slaves in the settlement, from a population of 144. That increased greatly the next year, when the Dutch captured a Portuguese slaver with 500 Angolan slaves, and 250 were taken to the Cape.

Two months later, a further 228 male and female slaves arrived from Guinea.

The process was further advanced when former Dutch East India Company officials were offered twenty-year contracts, land lots, and seeds to develop agriculture for the increasing requirements of fresh produce by the company. This led, under the Governorship of Simon van der Stel, to the establishment of Stellenbosch, Simons Town, Paarl, and inland as far as Swellendam in 1743 and Graaf-Reinet in 1786.

These agricultural settlements of the Boers (Dutch settler farmers) economically disadvantaged the indigenous pastoralist Khoikhoi in the colony to such an extent that, left without pastures and robbed of their cattle, most were forced to accept work as farm labourers and servants.

The Dutch colonists additionally imported slaves from Portuguese Mozambique, French Madagascar, Dutch Ceylon, and Dutch India.
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The slaves in the Dutch colonies were given poor food, subjected to poor living conditions, and punished with whipping for fleeing or disobeying orders.

Threats to Dutch control of the Cape Colony emerged in the 18th century, when the Dutch East India Company was weakened during the Fourth Anglo-Dutch War in Europe.

During the 1780s, troops of the French Royal Army were stationed in the Cape to prevent invasion by Great Britain.

When Great Britain went to war with France in 1793, both countries tried to capture the Cape to control the important sea route to the East.

The British occupied the Cape in 1795, ending the Dutch East India Company’s rule in the region.

Although the British relinquished the colony to the Dutch in the Treaty of Amiens (1802), they re-annexed it in 1806 after the start of the Napoleonic Wars.

The Cape became a vital base for Britain prior to the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, and the Cape’s economy was meshed with that of Britain.

To protect the developing economy, Cape wines were given preferential access to the British market; Merino sheep were introduced, and intensive sheep farming was initiated to supply wool to British textile mills.

The infrastructure of the colony began to change: English replaced Dutch as the language of administration; the British pound sterling replaced the Dutch rix-dollar, and newspaper publishing began in Cape Town in 1824.
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A large group of British settlers arrived in 1820; this, together with a high European birth rate and wasteful land usage, produced an acute land shortage, which was alleviated only when the British acquired more land through massive military intervention against Afrikaners and Xhosa tribes on the eastern frontier. Until the 1840s, the British vision of the colony did not include Native African citizens (referred to pejoratively by the British as “Kaffirs”), so, as these native Africans lost their land and cattle, they were expelled across the Great Fish River, the unilaterally proclaimed eastern border of the colony.

The discoveries of diamonds and gold in the 19th century had a profound effect on South Africa’s fortunes, propelling it onto the world stage and introducing a shift away from an exclusively agrarian-based economy towards industrialization and the development of urban infrastructure.

These discoveries also led to new conflicts culminating in open warfare between the Boer settlers and the British Empire, fought essentially for control over the nascent South African mining industry.

Following the defeat of the Boers in the Anglo-Boer, or South African War (1899–1902), the Union of South Africa was created as a self-governing dominion of the British Empire on 31 May 1910. This Union combined the four previously separate British colonies of the Cape and Natal, and the Afrikaner colonies of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony.

This new country became a fully sovereign nation-state within the British Empire in 1934.

The monarchy came to an end on 31 May 1961, replaced by the Republic of South Africa.
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From 1948 to 1994, South African politics were dominated by Afrikaner nationalism. Racial segregation and white minority rule, known officially as ‘apartheid,’ an Afrikaans word meaning "separateness," was implemented in 1948.

On 27 April 1994, after decades of passive resistance, armed struggle, and international opposition to apartheid, the first black party, the African National Congress (ANC), achieved victory in the country’s first democratic election.

It was during that period that Archbishop Desmond Tutu, known for his work as an anti-apartheid and human rights activist, coined the phrase: “South Africa, the Rainbow Nation.”

The phrase was elaborated upon by President Nelson Mandela in his first month of office, when he proclaimed: "Each of us is as intimately attached to the soil of this beautiful country as are the famous jacaranda trees of Pretoria and the Mimosa trees of the bushveld – a rainbow nation at peace with itself and the world."

––––––––
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Chapter Two
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The Geological History of South Africa The Cape Fold Belt and Algoa Basin

The Earth’s crust began to break up some 500 million years ago; tectonic plates shifted for another 400 million years to shape the jigsaw puzzle of continents separated by water, as we can observe from space today. Brutal forces created the over 8,000-meter-high Himalayan Mountain ranges, as well as the 10,900-meter-deep Mariana Trench.

The Cape Fold Belt Mountain range traces its less dramatic origins to the tectonic plate shifts of the Antarctic/South American and African Plate breakup some 100 million years ago.

The South African coastal mountain ranges, as a result of the Cape Fold Belt, stretch from the Cederberg mountains on the Cape’s West Coast to the Drakensberg mountains in the Natal province interior.

Taking the coastal route from Cape Town to Port Elizabeth, along the Western Cape’s ‘Garden Route,’ with the Indian Ocean on the right, the Cape Fold Belt’s Mountain formations and green, sedimentary, interspersing basins take turns, like a cloth that has been hurriedly pushed atop a table.
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For two centuries, these mountain ranges guarded and limited European exploration and expansion into the interior of the country. In the absence of properly constructed mountain passes, early explorers had to follow precarious game trails or follow along gorges cut by rivers over millennia.

Arriving in colonial-day Port Elizabeth, the Algoa Basin is one of several Mesozoic sedimentary basins located along the southeastern margin of South Africa. The basin is of rift origin
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