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Tale of the Family on Daney Lane

Chapter One: The new neighbors

Suzy and Milli lived down Daney Lane. It took only five minutes for Suzy to bike over to Milli’s house. They were inseparable and were known as the Daney Twins. They went to the same school in the same van and sat in the same class every school year. The teachers tried to separate them but they always ended up in the same class beside each other. If the driver forgot Suzy, Milli would always nudge him to go back to check on her and vice versa.  It was a sight for sore eyes to watch the two pretty little girls with braids and sometimes pony tails as they distribute flowers and or sweets to those who live down Daney Lane for Christmas or Valentine’s Day.

One night, there was a thunderstorm and the wind was blowing with rage and the trees shook and branches dropped to the ground. It was a sign that something was around the corner and foreboding darkness lurking around nearby. The next day, Milli woke up and rushed to visit Suzy. She saw a truck and there were people moving things into the house beside Suzy. There were two children who were pulling each other and shouting. Milli was not sure what she thought of them but she had an uneasy feeling deep down in the pit of the stomach.

She banged on Suzy’s door and Suzy’s mother opened the door and told her that Suzy is studying for her test tomorrow. Milli excused herself and returned home disheartened that she couldn’t see her best friend. She was happily looking forward to seeing her at school tomorrow. Milli was confident she knew the multiplication facts so she did not prepare for the test tomorrow. Instead, she took a book that was sitting on the desk beside her and before she knew it she was half way through the book before she heard her dad calling her to come down.

Milli slowly got up and wondered why her dad would want her to come down at this time.  She almost bumped into the door and strutted down the stairs and an unexpected surprise or shock was waiting at the bottom of the stairs. The girls who saw her visiting Suzy were there with some pies. They gave the box and told her it was homemade and their mom makes the best apple and blueberry pies.

Mille remembered her manners, thanked them for the pies and invited them to come up to play board games in her room. They played some games and then the girls wanted to go back home. But they insisted that she come over to their house tomorrow.  At last it was dawn and Suzy got ready for school quickly nearly forgetting her lunch and dashed to the gate for her pick up. “Did you hear that we have new neighbors?” Suzy asked Milli. She was waiting for Milli’s reply and Milli appeared to be distracted that day. The van stopped beside the red post and the two girls who just moved to Daney Lane got into the van.  

After the van dropped the girls at their school, the two new girls continued to sit in the van since they were going to a different school and this made the girls really red and anger swelled from their throat to their forehead. Milli noticed that something was wrong and almost tripped on her shoe laces. She stopped Suzy and told her to gently glance inside before the van’s door closed. Suzy and Milli looked at the girls since the window was open and they both saw something they did not like and this disturbed them quite a bit. Milli was upset and did not finish her sandwich and Milli’s mother was upset that she did not eat her lunch. Usually, Millie brings an empty lunch box back home. Milli told her mom about the two new girls and how they clenched their fists because they did not go to the same school as Mili and Suzy.  Milli was fearful that they may cause problems for them and Milli’s mom consoled her not to worry about that. Milli’s mom visited the new neighbors who were rather rude to her so she left abruptly leaving the baked goods she took on the counter.

Milli’s mom realized that Milli was not wrong to be judgmental and worried. In fact she told Mill to stay away from the two new girls who still liked to come around Milli’s house. But now they make a mess inside and outside when they come. They throw paper and other garbage outside and break Milli’s things purposefully so Milli told them she does not want them to visit her anymore. 

The next day the new girls Abby and Haley were playing with Suzy and when they saw Milli they started laughing. They called her freckled face with smelly shoes and sent Milli back home with tears streaming down her cheeks. Suzy told them not to do that again or she would not play with them since Milli was her friend.  

Chapter 2 –School Break

Milli’s mom was thankful that in two days it would be a two week school break for Milli and she was planning a get away to the beach house for Milli and Suzy’s family. They always plan a get way during the two week break. Suzy’s mom was grateful that they can evade the new neighbors for at least two weeks and they wanted to ascertain they do not catch onto the getaway for the school break. Milli’s dad booked a luxury coach since it would take about 4 hours on the road and the journey can be treacherous since it involves winding roads, and rough terrain. They wanted to leave before sunrise so nobody would know or hear them departing for the break.

The coach was delayed and Abby was at Suzy’s house inquiring about her packed luggage. Suzy’s mom tried to dodge the topic and offered breakfast. There was a piercing honking sound and Suzy’s mom and others were lugging the luggage towards the coach. The next stop would be at Milli’s house and then their journey begins to the beach cottage.

Abby’s eyes were red and she hollered, created a tantrum and exploded. She brought her parents to ask for details about the getaway. Suzy’s dad gave them a different itinerary to avoid running into them. Finally, they were all aboard heading towards two weeks of peace and serene atmosphere in a tranquil environment and they all heaved a sigh of relief. 

Abby and Haley told their dad they wanted to get away so they trailed the coach to find out where they were going for the break so they can reach their destination. 

Chapter 3 – Beach Getaway

What is the entire ruckus outside? I can’t sleep growled Milli. She put her slippers on and walked into the living room. Her parents were awake and grumbling. The door handled turned and Sally walked in with her family. Get dressed so we can have some breakfast in the beachside patio. They have a buffet in the restaurant until 10AM.  

“Come on Sally, race you to the patio,” yelled Milli. Two girls stopped them and hollered. What are you doing here asked Haley?  Milli knew the voice and when she looked up she knew they had followed them to the beach resort. This is going to be the worst getaway thought Milli.

Sally and Mill continued to run down the path to the patio. They sat down and ordered some drinks. Then they circled the buffet setting and picked on toast, hash and walked to the made to order omelet station. Their parents joined them and they were all in deep thought due to the shock of seeing their neighbors they thought they had left behind.

There was an announcement loud enough for the sound to be transmitted from the swimming area at the beach to the restaurant. They were having some beach games with prizes to be won at 11AM. The girls were thrilled and they gulped down the food so they can go to the games on time.

They played a relay game egg on spoon and they lost to Haley and her sister. The girls cheated and got away with it and the judges still awarded them ribbons and prizes. They played beach volleyball and they won which triggered more animosity. Thirty minutes flew quickly and the girls Milli and Sally were drained and ready to drop to the ground. They decided to back and get some rest before dinner. 

They went to the pool side bar to grab some fruit drinks on their way back to the cottage. There were some other girls there and they quickly became friends. They were invited to a private party after dinner. Their parents did not approve of the after party and told the girls that they have had enough for one day. The girls agreed and went to bed after dinner since they were both exhausted with the heat and the games.

The next morning someone had spray painted their door and it said Leave before you get it. They still had a good 9 days left in their vacation package. So they complained to the manager who promised he would look into this matter and investigate further to find out who could have done such a thing. Both families knew who the real culprit were and mentioned this to the manager. 

Haley’s dad came and shouted at them and told them to stay away from them. This getaway was looking more and bleaker in terms of enjoyment and fun. They were worried and wondered what to do. They agreed to stay and finish the vacation since they did not want to waste the money they spent.

It was an absolute miracle they were able to finish their getaway and it was the last day. The day to pack and get back on the coach headed to Dane Lane. They sang songs and played travel games on the coach without flickering an eye on the turmoil they were in and they knew what was in store for them or did they really think they knew?  If they did, would they have gone back to Daney Lane?

Chapter 4 – Daney Carnival

The community gets together and they plan a carnival with rides, games prizes, food and they do a lot of advertising and publicity stunts to pull people from all over the country and other parts of the world to attend the Dany Carnival. What is so special about Dane Carnival? They have booths and people sell their wares: ornaments, antiques, beaded necklaces, homemade goodies, and other things you would not find elsewhere. People who have been to the Carnival know what to expect and word of mouth advertising helps to some extent to draw a crowd. 

They worked day and night and they all came together as a community and the big day was approaching and before you know it today is the day.  Mille jumped with joy. She was doing a performance with Sally and some other girls. They did know that Haley and her sister had torn up their costumes and now they had to perform in plain clothes.

Their performance was still a hit and the crowd loved their show. The overall carnival was a success and it drew a vast crowd.  The children loved the snow cone with vanilla ice cream topped with wafer, melted chocolate and dropped down in the cup. The magician gave all the kids a loot bag to take home with a nominal fee for the show. There were donations which helped with the festivities and the expenditure.

There was a ride for adults where they sit in a car which takes them into a tunnel where they would face their deepest fears. They would see and hear things which might be overrated but still they found it a bit quirky. 

You can’t miss the barrel of prizes where you pay to pick and you can pick anything from a soap dish, toy, and an ornament and so on. But it was still fun to play the game and the entire barrel was emptied. 

Closing time was around 9PM and then the volunteers and those involved in the carnival had to stay back, clean up, pay the dues and what was owed to those who set up the rides etc. But still there was some a small profit that they shared and the agreed amount was paid. The parents game the girls a little something for their show too.
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Chapter 5 – Aunt Maple Visits

Aunt Maple taught the girls to stand up to bullies and she taught them a few things. She heard what was going on so she left everything, got on a plane and arrived at the local airport. They went to pick her up with a big teddy bear with a red bow and red roses. Red roses were Aunt Maple’s favorite flowers and she always smiled and hugged them every time she got red roses. 

They were not wrong and Aunt Maple was the same old Aunt Maple who gives them bear hugs and squeezes them really tight whenever they give her red roses. She told them red roses were her favorite gift if they wanted to buy her something.

Before they left the airport, Aunt Maple had booked a lavish breakfast buffet at the business lounge for them. It was indeed a delicious spread filled with mouth watering pastries, eggs that can be ordered in various ways, finger food to name a few items. They were stuffed and ready to return home.

On the drive back home, Aunt Maple made a few stops to pick up some things she needed. She was going to be staying with them for a while. She made a phone call to invite all her friends to reacquaint herself with them. She was able to reach some of her friends who lived close by. They wanted to visit her right away and she agreed.

As soon as they parked the car in the drive way, they helped Aunt Maple with her luggage. The two girls who were rather nosey were outside in their yard playing badminton. They greeted Aunt Maple and introduced themselves. Aunt Maple was pleasant and invited them to tea and sandwiches. 

In an instance the girls took a liking to Aunt Maple and enjoyed their visit with her. After they left, Aunt Maple’s other guest showed up and ravished the sandwiches and fruit medley. They brought their albums and looked
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