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TO THE DREAMERS AND aspirants in the writing world who are geared for success. 
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You know, as I put my thoughts and mind on what to write in this second book of the Writer’s Guide, I can just come up with a few encouraging words to the aspiring author or writer who needs that little inspiration to make tomorrow’s bestseller’s list or even just to change the dark world with the inspiration of quality writing.  No doubt many new writers are completely naïve to the industry and business at first. The enthusiasm of the expectant author at first is very overwhelming in his or her mind, with many fantasies and also false hope, which will lead to falsehood and error. The art and craft of writing is a serious business and not just something a new writer wants to achieve because of various reasons, such as selling books to just buy a car or whatever. Everyone has goals, aims, and desires, but how we go about achieving them is another matter. There is good writing, and there is bad writing. There’s a special way in which good stories are told from how bad stories are told. Writing doesn’t have to be complicated, either for telling a story. The problem that many aspiring writers face today is how they choose to tell their stories. Some choose a fun and exciting way to tell their stories along with good grammar and structure, and others will just use boring idioms, adverbs, and structure to accomplish their will.  Writing is based on the creative energies, processes, and imagination. In fact, Fiction writing demands a lot of these elements.

Writing isn’t all about making money, getting famous, or doing writing because you want to impress a spouse, etc. No, writing is inspiring the readers of the world with stories that they’ll remember for many years to come. Have you ever read or heard a childhood story? I’m sure you have. Famous Fairy Tales include, but are not limited to, Jack and the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, and Little Red Riding Hood. These stories, if I’m not mistaken, are referred to as Grimm’s Fairy Tales.  We also have the brilliant Aesop’s Fables, which give morals that we can all learn from. Whether writing began with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, or in Ancient Babylon or Ancient Egypt, what we know from the cradle of life is that, before stories were written down on reeds and scrolls, they were passed down orally. From cradle to the grave, stories are told and written down.  It is said that Aesop (620 – 564 BCE) was from Phrygia in the Middle East. Whether Aesop existed or not, the legend tells us that he worked for a certain King, for whom he told stories as a slave. A fable uses animals as characters to highlight how humans would behave or act. In other words, a fable will always use animal stories to teach us some kind of life lesson. 

Long before the story of Adam and Eve was written down, it was told orally to the people of ancient Israel and beyond. This shows us that stories are inside of us before they’re written on paper and in a book or e-book format. A story can be written from the perspectives of personal experiences, others' experiences, scenes in nature, observations in the animal kingdom, space exploration, and science. You can probably think of other experiences, but some of these fall into genres that many people read and enjoy. Fiction is part experience, mixed with elements of reality. This means that Fiction writing can include made-up scenes, scenarios, beliefs, and concepts, along with some truth or reality. 

How we document these imaginations on paper determines whether the world will be changed or set apart. Yes, writing is that powerful, probably only music is stronger; nevertheless, both have words and the ability to tell us a good or bad story that can leave a lasting impact. 
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ECCLESIASTES 9:11

“I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.” 

The words of the wise man Solomon, King of Israel (970-931 BCE)

You know my writing journey is quite different from many others out there. In fact, I doubt two writers can have the same writing journey story. I didn’t think I’d ever written a book, or in fact as many books as I have today. As a young child, I loved books and read many children's stories. I read magazines, comics, and newspapers. At primary school, I read something called the Children’s Own each week from first grade to sixth. This children’s magazine/newspaper wasn’t free, but it was cheap. Growing up, I liked Children’s Own because it included children’s stories and comics, along with subjects such as Math, Language Arts, Reading, Social Studies, and Science. I also learned a lot from it about Caribbean countries and people. As a child, my favourite children's magazine was Highlights for Children, which is still in circulation today. I loved the stories in Highlights for Children and the activities that were in it. I grew up in the Caribbean. I grew up in Jamaica. A little background about Jamaica. Jamaica is ranked by various travel magazines and shows as the world's third most popular tourist destination. Jamaica is a renowned island country in the Caribbean known for its white-sand beaches, Reggae and other musical forms, culture, and cuisine. Approximately 3 million tourists visit Jamaica each year. Growing up, I remember singing the national song for schools, reciting the national pledge, and singing the national anthem of Jamaica. Jamaica wasn’t like what you may see on TV or the Internet today. In Jamaica, I didn’t know crime or violence personally. In my neighbourhood and state or parish, I didn’t witness violence or even know anything about violence and crime. I’m telling you this about Jamaica because I think today it is in the top seven most violent countries in the entire world. Jamaica also has the highest number of churches per square mile of any English-speaking country in the world. This means when you turn to every street and corner of Jamaica, there is a church of some kind. Jamaica is a predominantly Christian nation, with about 68.9% of the population identifying as Christian. However, you also have indigenous religions such as Kumina, Revivalism, and Rastafari. You also have Jews and Muslims, along with Hindus, living on the island. Jamaica has the fastest man in track and field, Usain Bolt, in the one-hundred-meter race. Jamaica has contributed significantly to the world by producing great men such as Marcus Mosiah Garvey, who fought for Africans in the United States of America and worldwide in the early 1900s.  It’s because of the teachings, inspirations, and philosophies of Marcus Garvey that men like Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. were able to do so much for their own black race. Garvey had united millions of African Americans, Black Latin Americans, Caribbean peoples, and other African peoples through his organisation, the Universal Negro Improvement Association (U.N.I.A.). Jamaica gained independence from Great Britain on August 06, 1962. Before Jamaica gained independence, everywhere flew the Union Jack of Great Britain high in the air. Many people grew up singing “God Save the Queen”, the national anthem of Britain. Today, “God Save the Queen” is still sung as the British royal anthem in various English colonies, such as Jamaica, when the British monarch visits. After independence, however, the new national anthem sprang forth, “Eternal Father Bless Our Land.” Also, there was no longer the Union Jack of white, red, and blue, but now there was the black, green, and gold waving in the sunny skies high above every corner and inch of Jamaica. 

Even before the British captured Jamaica from the Spanish in 1655, the nation had a great history. Jamaica’s history started with a group of tribes called the Taino and Ciboney (Siboney). The Taino called Jamaica Xamayca (Zamayca), meaning “Land of wood and water.” It is speculated that the Vikings of Scandinavia, along with Africans, were among the first to travel to Jamaica and the coast of Latin America, while the Taíno were living in peace. The Taino were really a peaceful tribe. Later, the Spanish arrived through the navigator and explorer Christopher Columbus in 1494. Christopher Columbus, in a sense, didn’t discover Jamaica; rather, he was probably the first Spaniard to have sailed from Spain and ended up in the Caribbean. Spain and many other countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa were unaware of the New World. If you didn’t know, Christopher Columbus and his crew didn’t plan on sailing to Jamaica or the Caribbean; rather, they had planned to sail to Asia, more specifically Japan, China or even Mongolia. Christopher Columbus came to the Caribbean in 1492. Jamaica was not the first Caribbean country he visited. The first two countries Christopher Columbus visited were the Bahamas and Hispaniola. Hispaniola today comprises Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Haiti was known as Saint Domingue. It was some poor geography at the time that brought the Spaniards to the Caribbean. Christopher Columbus acknowledged that Europeans were not the first to travel to the New World. Columbus’s primary goal was to sail to the East, particularly Japan; however, he miscalculated some aspect of his geography and came to the Caribbean. The Spaniards, through King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain, granted Christopher Columbus the privilege to colonise the Caribbean countries with Christianity since they received word that the Indians on the islands were heathen and polytheistic. And before everyone knew it, the inhabitants of Taino, Ciboney or Siboney and Kalinago were dead. This was the fate of the New World. The world became suddenly filled with crime, violence, and ignorance. 

African slaves from West Africa were then brought to the different Caribbean countries as slaves to work on sugar plantations and do other tasks for their white masters, and this went on for hundreds of years. When Emancipation came, slavery ceased.

Since Jamaica’s independence in 1962, the country has made significant progress, but many people remain dissatisfied. As the most violent crime-riddled country in the Caribbean, it would be truly satisfied. Only a few countries, I think, are more violent than Jamaica, and one of them is Honduras, which probably trades illegal drugs such as cocaine with the drug dealers of the country. Jamaica’s position on the Caribbean map makes it a target for the illegal trade of guns and drugs with neighbouring countries like Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and Latin America.  I think many people in Jamaica regret that Jamaica has not yet been ruled by Great Britain, as they believe their lives would have been far better. I’d heard stories from Jamaicans about what life was like in the country before independence. These are stories from the older folks. There was a small percentage of crime and violence. And even now, many Jamaicans testify that there wasn’t any crime and violence as there is today back in the earlier years. Kingston is Jamaica's capital, and prior to 1962, crime was very low. Most of these violent communities in Kingston today weren’t violent back in the 1960s and even before. 

Growing up, I’d be familiar with Caribbean culture, literature, and traditions. I’d heard the stories of Anansi, which really came from Ghana in Western Africa, but was adapted in Jamaican and Caribbean culture due to slavery. Anansi was described by storytellers as a clever spider who used his cunning to outsmart, defeat, conquer, and kill his enemies. Storytellers added many versions and stories to Anansi’s name. As I later read, Anansi stories in Ghana were often told differently from those in the Caribbean, particularly in Jamaica. In truth, I haven’t read Anansi stories in years, probably over eighteen years or even more. And in Jamaica, they’d faded out greatly. Today, I don’t think many Caribbean children can really tell a good Anansi story or even know the name Anansi. No doubt there are books published about Anansi today, but I doubt that they sell well. I was familiar with Anansi stories from around age 5 or 6, which was a long time ago. I learned these stories in school and also from television. I read many other stories as I progressed throughout the years of Primary or Elementary school. As I noted earlier, I grew up around numerous Caribbean stories. In sixth grade, I was widely read and familiar with many children’s stories. In truth, by third grade, I could read almost a grade twelve literature book. Reading to me wasn’t difficult at all. I














	A company such as Amazon Kindle –Createspace, Lulu, and Draft2Digital can help you self-publish if that’s what you require or want, without costing you a cent. 



	If you plan to spend $3000 U.S. or even more on a vanity press, why don’t you save some of that money to use a free service where you may find true success? 



	A vanity press doesn’t really focus on marketing. Why pay so much money to a vanity press when it comes to no real marketing plan, advertising, or distribution? 



	I’m yet to see a book from a vanity press that reached global success. I may be wrong here, but please do the research. 



	A vanity press doesn’t care what you write as long as you pay them to publish it. In other words, once you have money you get what you want. Your writing could be crap but as long as it doesn’t contain pornography, slander, hate speech, etc., they’ll be willing to publish it. 



	There’s no real editor that looks at your manuscript to see if it is really appealing or readable for the market. If you can pay for editing then you get some feedback, however, the editing you basically get is of grammar and structure. In other words, your book doesn’t pass any test for selection. 



	The same thing a vanity press can do you can do. You can pay to get a cheaper edit, a nice cover design, a marketer etc. Do it yourself is called self-publishing. 



	A vanity press and a self-publishing model aren’t the same. Vanity press makes money from the writer and little from the global book sales market. Vanity press makes money when they receive payment from writers. In truth, the way it should be is focusing on book sales rather than the writer’s pocket. 
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