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Preface

Health issues like AIDS, Water Borne Diseases, HIV, Polio etc are real threats for our survival. This book deals with those topics vividly.

Contents

AIDS: A Challenge for Drug Makers

Kidney Issue

Water from Dyeing Units:

Rusted Iron Piece inside Sprite

Polluted Air Caused Eye Irritation and Vomiting

Polio Health Care

Urban Health Problems in India

Water Shortage in India and Diseases Caused

Trends of HIV in India

Clinical Course of HIV Infection

TB in India

IT for Health Care Project in India

Addressing Adolescence as ‘Autism’

Ground Water Condition in India

Sandal Lake

Uyyakondan Channel

Ground Water near a Sugar Mill in Trichy

Ground Water in Orissa

Free Skin Camps Planned Nationwide

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

AIDS: A Challenge for Drug Makers
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“Indian Pharma companies may have helped in driving down prices and increasing competition in the anti-AIDS segment in the global arena.  

But they still have a huge challenge in making their drugs available at home, besides turning out the next – generation of anti-retroviral or anti-AIDS drugs to beat the emergence of multi drug resistance in this segment”, says Professor Richard Feachem, Executive Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

Outlining the role that domestic generic companies such as Cipla and Ranbaxy could play in the national anti-AIDS program, he said the role of the Global Fund is to buy drugs at a subsidized price from companies and provide them to people who need it. 

But that would be through a process of Government tender, and the drugs with the lowest price assured quality would be procured.

Prices have come down over the last two years from about $15,000 per year to $300 and are still falling, he said.  “Companies are not losing money. They are still making profits as this is a high-volume, low – profit segment,” he said.

Prof Feachem is on his first visit to India as the chief of the Global Fund and he has met with top brass of the Government, corporate and the Non-Government segment.  “We have a policy of transparency and have had discussion in India with domestic generic companies such as Cipla and Ranbaxy.  Our role is to make companies aware that investments are on their way; the real challenge is in the production capacities. There would be a shortfall of drugs if every HIV/AIDS person were provided them.  We are constantly in touch with European companies such as Merck and GSK, but don’t have a relationship with any one of them”.

He admitted that making anti-AIDS drugs randomly available would bring about issues of multi-drug resistance. “This is a major medical and scientific challenge in the HIV, TB and malaria segments. If you withhold the drug, people will die and if your distribute it, at some stage resistance will emerge. The challenge for pharma companies is in minimizing the problem or in slowing it down. But it cannot be completely removed.  The only solution is in distributing the drugs through reputed centres in a controlled way.”

He admitted that there were initial delays after the first round of funding as there was no distribution mechanism in place.  But that has been settled and the second and third rounds would flow quickly, he assured.

He pointed out that AIDS is assuming pandemic proportions in India and the country needed to urgently respond to avert a catastrophe.  “Funds are beginning to come in, the challenge now is implementation,” he said.
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Kidney Issue
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In West Bengal many industries are located and the economical condition of the downtrodden is always a problem. 

“The need for good heath is a matter of concern for one and all here. Due to unhygienic surroundings the food stuffs prepared are injurious to health” say the labor force. 

Due to intense stomach pain a youth by name Nirmal Burman from South Thinajpur district of West Bengal was admitted in a leading hospital in that area. He is a second year student college student and he was analyzed in Santhya private hospital in Kangrampur and was reported by the doctor that he should undergo operation in his intestine. So he agreed to that and underwent surgical operation. Later he was discharged and he was dazed from the doctors to know that his right side kidney found missing. When he enquired with anxiety he did not get proper reply from them. He then rushed to another hospital by name Tishari Hospital in Malta. The doctors fully checked and confirmed that his right kidney was missing. He shouted that his kidney has been removed without his permission. He claimed that the two doctors from Santhya hospital have stolen for money and safe to foreign countries for a big price. He made a complaint to the police and the two doctors were arrested.

To further investigate, the Medical and kidney experts from S.S.K.M hospital in West Bengal have formed a six member committee to see whether right side kidney was really removed and to check whether the patient really had any kidney on the right side from birth. Kalyan Malik Supdt of Police is taking steps to finalize this kidney issue which has created a big commotion amongst the public.

Apart from such scandals all over India, a team of Medical professionals and Secretary of Health Service Division visited many countries to analyze the methods adopted in various hospitals, Health Centers and Ministry departments regarding organ transplantation issues. The Union Minister for Health Anbumani has informed that based on individual’s willingness only the organ transplantation is done in India. An insane member is considered as a patient who has given permission to remove the organs. But his relatives’ permission is also sought for additional security. 

In Iran, he said, the organ transplantation is under the control of the government. But the team members have opposed to this move in India.
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Water from Dyeing Units:
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Erode and Tirupur are popular for textile dyeing industries. 

The waste contaminated water from the dyeing units is allowed to mix with river water, ponds and ground water. This has caused calamity amongst the residents in Perundurai and Tirupur. The Kongu Vellalar Gounders, who dominate in this area, have stoutly protested. These men and women form the major community in this area and they have good political support to oppose any environmental hazards. They cry with anger, that their drinking water is contaminated with chemical wastes of dyeing units which resulted in skin diseases, cancer and infertility. 

They urgently demanded the health authorities of Erode and Tirupur districts to see that chemical waste water from dyeing units should be taken out through pipes to the sea. People from Bhavani, Karur have also joined hands in this agitation. As law and order will be spoiled due to environmental havoc, the Kongu Vellalar Gounder team members have decided to conduct an agitation on April 14th in Tirupur. Many lakhs are expected to join this protest. They feel that the govt. has not taken any step to set right it, even though many petitions were given with animosity. They also proclaimed that if the government does not take any interest in this serious water problem, then the next move is to see that the entire population is evacuated from that area. April 14th is Kava Chezhian’s (a popular former Member of Parliament) Remembrance Day and hence to pay homage in a fitting manner, the people of Tirupur, Perundurai, Erode, Karur, and Bhavani will exhibit their power of protest against the atrocities of the dyeing industrial units and uncaring government. 

They say that the Kongu Vellalar Community have done yeomen service for the welfare of Tamilnadu. But their hard dedicated services are ignored and ill treated. So they want aggressive move to set right the problem. Most of the dyeing units have export orders and international customers. Especially Tirupur banians, under wears, lunghis are exported to UAE, Singapore, U.K, U.S.A and Europe. Roaring Business has made Tirupur a money minting paradise for textiles.
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Rusted Iron Piece inside Sprite
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Coco Cola is a multinational giant in producing software drinks. It has invested crores and crores for marketing and sales. 

There is a great demand for it in India in spite of many reports about its quality. Many handbills, media articles, internet health tips are issued regularly to state that these soft drinks eat bones and spoil the intestine. Human bone kept in a bottle containing this drink, will be eaten away due to its intense acidity. Bones are eroded says another report from health official. Recently Sprite, a brand product from Coco Cola created a hue and cry in Cuddalore District in Tamil Nadu. Cuddalore is an area along sea shore. It has a Port and has good export business activities. Manjakuppam is one of the small areas in Cuddalore. A youngster by name Ramanathan aged 21 went to a shop where Coca Cola products are sold busily. He ordered for Sprite supplied in a green bottle. Usually people who have liking for lemon juice prefer Sprite. They feel it is good for digestion and gas troubles. So he wanted Sprite for it’s a product of Coca Cola, a reputed MNC. But when he received the bottle, he was amazed to see a rusted iron piece inside it. This iron piece is usually used for cleaning the bottles. He immediately reported to the shop owner. “I have paid Rs.8 for this bottle. But this contaminated drink has upset me a lot”. With agony and disgust he has made a complaint to the health officials and said that case had to be lodged against the Coco Cola company for its negligence and anti-customer motive.
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