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In the letter titled 1 Peter,

the emissary writes that,

to those who believe in Messiah,

the stone called Christ is precious;

but to those who do not believe in Messiah,

he is the stone the builders rejected

and has become the cornerstone,

a stone of stumbling,

and a rock of offense:

they stumble because they disobey the word

- and to this they were appointed.
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William

William wanted to retell the most loving story

William Whittingham was an English Puritan, one of the men who ran away from the murderous Queen Mary.  

William wanted to retell the most loving story, and so he set about translating Holy Writ, which became known as the Geneva Bible. It was called the Geneva Bible because William was ordained by Presbyterians in Geneva.

Born at Chester in 1524, he was the son of a man by the same name. At the age of sixteen, he entered Brasenose College, and graduated. Then he became a senior student of Christ Church.

Then he was granted leave to travel for three years to study languages and civil law. He went to France, where he spent his time at the University of Orleans. He also visited Lyon and studied at Paris, where his services as interpreter were used by the English ambassador, Sir John Mason.

The following is William's translation of the Good News account set forth by the physician named Luke, the Hebrew who lived many centuries before William did. William translated it into 1500s English so that his countrymen could understand it. Of all the books of the Bible, some say William was able to print out Luke's gospel first, and he sent it to England as soon as he could so that his country could start reading it and be transformed. And William edited it in a spirit that would be passed on to a man who lived centuries later, by the name of James Joyce - an Irish writer who also despised quotation marks and delighted in unconventional sentence structures. After all, William desired to bring the modern mindset into the ancient realm. So now, behold the good news of Luke...
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The Physician's Good News

Forasmuch as many

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth the story of those things, whereof we are fully persuaded, as they have delivered them unto us, which from the beginning saw them, and were ministers of the word, it seemed good also to me, most noble Theophilus, as soon as I had searched out perfectly all things from the beginning, to write unto thee thereof from point to point, that thou mightest acknowledge the certainty of those things, whereof thou hast been instructed. In the time of Herod, King of Judea, there was a certain Priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia; and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both were just before God, and walked in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, without reproof. And they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were well stricken in age. And it came to pass, as he executed the Priest’s office before God, as his course came in order, according to the custom of the Priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense, when he went into the Temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were outside in prayer, while the incense was burning. Then appeared unto him an Angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the Angel said unto him,


Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall neither drink wine, nor strong drink, and he shall be filled with the holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to their Lord God. For he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just men, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.



Then Zacharias said unto the Angel,


Whereby shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is of a great age. 



And the Angel answered, and said unto him,


I am Gabriel that stand in the presence of God, and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these good tidings. And behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not be able to speak, until the day that these things be done, because thou believedst not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.



Now the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he took so long in the Temple. And when he came out, he could not speak unto them; then they perceived that he had seen a vision in the Temple; for he made signs unto them, and remained dumb. And it came to pass, when the days of his office were fulfilled, that he departed to his own house. And after those days, his wife Elizabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying,


Thus hath the Lord dealt with me, in the days wherein he looked on me, to take from me my rebuke among men.



And in the sixth month, the Angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the Angel went in unto her, and said,


Hail thou that art freely beloved, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women.



And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and thought what manner of salutation that should be. Then the Angel said unto her,


Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found favor with God. For lo, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bear a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the most High, and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom shall be no end.



Then said Mary unto the Angel,

How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

And the Angel answered, and said unto her,


The holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the most High shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God. And behold, thy cousin, Elizabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age; and this is her sixth month, which was called barren. For with God shall nothing be impossible.



Then Mary said,


Behold the servant of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.



So the Angel departed from her. And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste to a city of Judah, and entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elizabeth. And it came to pass, as Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe sprang in her belly, and Elizabeth was filled with the holy Ghost. And she cried with a loud voice, and said,


Blessed art thou among women, because the fruit of thy womb is blessed. And whence cometh this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears, the babe sprang in my belly for joy, and blessed is she that believed, for those things shall be performed, which were told her from the Lord.



Then Mary said,


My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. For he hath looked on the poor degree of his servant; for behold, from henceforth shall all ages call me blessed, because he that is mighty hath done for me great things, and holy is his Name. And his mercy is from generation to generation on them that fear him. He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and sent away the rich empty. He hath upholden Israel his servant to be mindful of his mercy - as he hath spoken to our fathers, to wit, to Abraham, and his seed forever.



And Mary abode with her about three months; after that, she returned to her own house.

Elizabeth's time

Now Elizabeth’s time was fulfilled, that she should be delivered, and she brought forth a son. And her neighbors, and cousins heard tell how the Lord had shewed his great mercy upon her, and they rejoiced with her. And it was so that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the babe, and called him Zacharias after the name of his father. But his mother answered, and said,

Not so, but he shall be called John.

And they said unto her,

There is none of thy kindred that is named with this name.

Then they made signs to his father, how he would have him called. So he asked for writing tablets, and wrote, saying,

His name is John:

and they all marveled. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spoke and praised God. Then fear came on all them that dwelt near unto them, and all these words were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judea. And all they that heard them, laid them up in their hearts, saying,

What manner of child shall this be?

And the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father Zacharias was filled with the holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,



Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, because he hath visited and redeemed his people, and hath raised up the horn of salvation unto us, in the house of his servant David, as he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, which were since the world began, saying, that he would send us deliverance from our enemies, and from the hands of all that hate us, that he might shew mercy towards our fathers, and remember his holy covenant, and the oath, which he sware to our father Abraham. Which was that he would grant unto us that we, being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, should serve him without fear, all the days of our life, in holiness and righteousness before him. And thou, babe, shalt be called the Prophet of the most High; for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare his ways, and to give knowledge of salvation unto his people, by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.



And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the wilderness, till the day came that he should shew himself unto Israel. And it came to pass in those days, that there came a decree from Augustus Caesar, that all the world should be taxed. This first taxing was made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. Therefore all went to be taxed, every man to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of a city called Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be taxed with Mary that was given him to wife, which was with child. And so it was, that while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered, and she brought forth her first begotten son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a crèche, because there was no room for them in the Inn. It was the will of the Father in heaven that the baby Jesus would be placed into a manger meant for feeding animals. And there were in the same country shepherds, abiding in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock. And lo, the Angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone about them, and they were sore afraid. Then the Angel said unto them,


Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy that shall be to all the people: that is, that unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you, ye shall find the babe swaddled, and laid in a crèche



- for it was the Father's will in heaven that his Son be laid in a stall meant for a stabled animal.

And straightway there was with the Angel a multitude of heavenly soldiers, praising God, and saying,


Glory be to God in the high heavens, and peace on earth, and towards men good will. 



And it came to pass when the Angels were gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said one to another,


Let us go then unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord hath shewed unto us.



So they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph and the babe laid in the crèche. And when they had seen it, they published abroad the thing which was told to them of that child. And all that heard it wondered at the things which were told to them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all those sayings, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned glorifying and praising God, for all that they had heard and seen, as it was spoken unto them. And when the eight days were accomplished, that they should circumcise the child, his name was then called JESUS, which was named of the Angel, before he was conceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification, after the Law of Moses, were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord, as it is written in the Law of the Lord,


Every man-child that first openeth the womb, shall be called holy to the Lord



- and to give an oblation, as it is commanded in the Law of the Lord,


in the form of a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons. 



And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; this man was just, and feared God, and waited for the consolation of Israel, and the holy Ghost was upon him. And it was declared to him from God by the holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the motion of the Spirit into the Temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to

































































































































































































































































































	Simon whom he named also Peter, 

	and Andrew his brother, 

	James 

	and John, 

	Philip 

	and Bartholomew; 

	Matthew 

	and Thomas; 

	James the son of Alphaeus, 

	and Simon called zealous; 

	Judas James’ brother, 

	and Judas Iscariot, who also was the traitor.

































































































































































































































































































































































































































	ask, and it shall be given you; 

	seek, and ye shall find; 

	knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
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