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    For those who asked why not—and meant it.

      

    



  	
        
            
            I don't make plans that fail. People handle that part.

      

    


I pulled the cord wrapped around my shoulder. It was tight—too tight. About three feet below my reach was the golden owl statue. Here I was suspended in the air, bound by my own rappelling wire, and getting the worst headache I'd had in my life. I was behind the eight ball with this one. I glared at my loot; it was supposed to be an easy haul. Not this mess.  Something about the blood rushing to my head as I hung there upside down, helpless to reach my prize, made me wonder about my life's choices. In the stillness of that museum chamber, with my bleached blond mop falling down around my face, my thoughts returned to earlier that day. 

It was the morning of April 7th. The world was still dark, and I watched as streetlights illuminated the oil-streaked puddles outside of my favorite New York coffee shop. Soft jazz crackled through old speakers.  I was waiting for my bimbo of an assistant. He was a tall drink of water and looked good in faded jeans and a Borsalino. Some men could pull off a good Italian hat, and he was one of them—a real pip that man.  

As I sipped my steaming hot cup of Joe, the bell above the door rang. It was Carlisle, and he was wearing those jeans. He grinned at me from beneath his hat, and I felt that familiar stir within me that I had every time he was around
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