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Chapter One: Historical Background
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Setting

According to historical documents, II Timothy is one of the last books written by the Apostle Paul. It was likely written while he was imprisoned in a dungeon cell at the Mamertine Prison in Rome. Most scholars date the epistle to around A.D. 67. Historical accounts indicate that Paul was beheaded in Rome in May or June of A.D. 68.

Theme

The theme of the book of II Timothy is responsibility. The letter is addressed to Timothy, and throughout the book Paul exhorts him to keep the faith and to teach the faith, regardless of the adversity he may face.

Key Verse

II Timothy 4:2 

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
Outline of II Timothy

II Timothy 1:1–18

	Declaration of authorship, apostleship, and audience (vs. 1–2)

	Thanksgiving (vs. 3–5)

	Exhortation and encouragement (vs. 6–18)


II Timothy 2:1–26

	Endure and teach (vs. 1–7)

	Paul as an example of suffering and success (vs. 8–14)

	Study to know God’s word and avoid false teaching (vs. 15–18)

	The Lord is a firm foundation and knows His own (vs. 19–21)

	Flee youthful lusts, trust in the Lord, and follow righteousness (vs. 22–26)


II Timothy 3:1–17

	Warning of evil that will come into the church (vs. 1–13)

	Be steadfast (vs. 14–17)


II Timothy 4:1–22

	Preach the word (vs. 1–5)

	Follow Paul’s example and fight the good fight (vs. 6–8)

	Paul requests a visit from Timothy (vs. 9)

	Praise and warning (vs. 10–16)

	The Lord is with Paul (vs. 17–18)

	Final greetings from Paul (vs. 19–21)​
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Chapter Two: A Book of Encouragement
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II Timothy is a book that encourages Christians in their walk of life. Like many of Paul’s letters, it begins with a declaration of his authorship and apostleship. The book is addressed to Timothy, whom Paul had adopted as a son in the faith (I Timothy 1:2; II Timothy 1:2; I Corinthians 4:17). There is no doubt that Paul and Timothy shared a special relationship in the cause of Christ. Paul’s desire for Timothy’s continued faithfulness and love for the church was, at least in part, a catalyst for the writing of II Timothy.

Paul was in prison at the time of its writing (II Timothy 1:8), and he knew that he would soon be sentenced to die (II Timothy 4:6, 8). Even so, Paul spent his time in prison writing his final epistle to Timothy. His message of exhortation and encouragement was intended to guide Timothy forward in his service to Christ even after Paul was gone. Paul’s timeless words not only inspired first-century Christians to stand firm in the faith, but they continue to encourage us to be strong and faithful in our daily walk with Christ today.

While the entire book of II Timothy is written to remind Timothy of his responsibility to teach the pure gospel to those around him, it is also filled with many “mini-lessons.” It would be negligent to study the book of II Timothy and overlook the smaller lessons presented throughout the text.

Mini-Lesson: A Good Home Life

The first mini-lesson Paul introduces in the text is the importance of a good home life. While this lesson is presented somewhat in passing, it is clear that Paul found great joy in Timothy’s upbringing—and it is something from which we can learn. In II Timothy 1:3–5, Paul makes a beautiful statement concerning Timothy’s faith and family background. Notice Paul’s words:

“I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;

Desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;

When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.” (II Timothy 1:3–5)

This is not the first mention of Timothy’s childhood found in Scripture. Acts 16:1 records that Timothy’s mother was a Jewess who believed, while his father was a Greek. The language of that verse indicates that Timothy’s mother was a believer, while his father was not. This situation is not uncommon. Oftentimes, mothers become the primary spiritual teachers of their children because of unbelieving husbands.

It is interesting to note that Paul mentions both Timothy’s grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice in II Timothy 1:5. Both of these women made a profound impact on the man Timothy grew to be. Their faith was strong, and they instilled a love of God in Timothy. We must learn from their example and teach our children to be profitable in the kingdom of God today. We are our children’s first and most important teachers. No matter what obstacles—such as an unbelieving spouse—stand in our way, we can and must teach our children to be obedient to God.

We Are Not Fearful

God has given us many blessings: life (Genesis 1:27), His word (II Timothy 3:16–17), and salvation (Hebrews 5:9), to name only a few. Yet there is another gift Paul reminds Timothy of—one we may not always consider.

Examine II Timothy 1:7:

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

As God’s children, we should not be fearful. Notice Paul’s words that immediately follow:

“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”

(II Timothy 1:8–9, KJV)

As long as we are standing firm in the faith, we should preach, teach, and act without fear. We should never be ashamed of our relationship with Christ or His teachings. We have a responsibility to teach others and to live the best life we can before God. We
































	Paul is the author of II Timothy (vs. 1).

	Paul is an apostle of Jesus Christ (vs. 1).

	II Timothy is written to Timothy, Paul’s son in the faith (vs. 2).

	Mini-Lesson One teaches the importance of a good home life (vs. 3–5).

	Christians should not have a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind (vs. 7).

	Mini-Lesson Two teaches that all Christians have roles to fill and must fulfill them (vs. 11).

	Christians should never be ashamed of the gospel and must teach it through sound words (vs. 12).

	We must not turn away from our brethren in times of need (vs. 15–18).​​​​




	Who wrote II Timothy?

	To whom was the book of II Timothy written?

	Why was Paul thankful for Timothy?

	Who were Timothy’s first teachers?

	What is the first mini-lesson Paul teaches?

	What kind of spirit should a Christian have?

	What kind of calling do we have?

	What was Paul appointed to do?

	What is the second mini-lesson?

	Write II Timothy 1:12.

	What are we to hold fast?

	Who turned away from Paul?

	Who helped Paul in his time of need?

	How did Onesiphorus find Paul?

	Who ministered well to Paul?​​​​​
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