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I, Joseph, awaken as if from a feverish dream.



 

 

 

 

I am in a desolate world of dust and dusk, walking on a beaten path, seeing no one. I have been walking for so long. Where am I, God?



 

 

 

 

There is a blackness here. I can’t feel my soul. I can’t remember who I am. A cold emptiness enters my heart, with no escape. Against my will, I shuffle forward in the near darkness and dust, moving endlessly on a sea of freezing sand, bare feet aching on the dry, hard ground. There is no horizon, no water, no shade, no rest.



 

 

 

 

I drift and drift, along a salient line of lethal singularity, into the abyss. From where will relief come, O God, to end this suffering? Is death an eternal misery and darkness?



 

 

 

 

The sweetness of life’s light has passed me by. To see the sky again, to sleep on a soft bed under blankets of warmth, to touch the face of someone I love. Bring me back to life, preciously plain with a beating heart.



 

 

 

 

Shadows of disjointed spirits appear and fade in the distance. I try to call out but have no voice. They are too far away to touch. After what seems like many years, a singular soul is near me. I feel her memory of a little girl playing with a blue plastic tea set, talking to an imaginary friend, smiling. The confusion of her spirit passes through me as she disappears into the thick dust.
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