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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight



	[image: images]

	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	#

	mate



	ch

	championship



	zt

	zonal tournament



	izt

	interzonal tournament



	ct

	candidates tournament



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match



	cr

	correspondence
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Preface

The circuit of American tournaments that grandmasters have plied their trade in for years relies almost entirely on the efforts of one organizer, Bill Goichberg. The Goichberg model – large prizes, large entry fees, and no frills – has stood the test of time. And the flagship tournament of the Goichberg empire, the immodestly titled World Open, has mesmerized grandmasters and amateurs alike for almost fifty years. For some it’s an opportunity to reunite with chess friends or test themselves against stout competition. For others, it’s the ultimate Swiss system challenge.

The World Open has been all those things for me, from a ten-year-old playing in the Booster section in the early years to a grizzled old veteran in the 21st century. I was surprised to read in a New In Chess article that I have the most World Open victories (clear, shared or playoff win) of any player. I am almost tempted to demand, in a bit of historical chess humor, that media refer to me as ‘Six-time World Open Champion Joel Benjamin’. It’s not the top line on my resume, but not all that far down either.

Over the years, the best American players have been joined by a changing assortment of foreign hopefuls in the quest for the Holy Grail of American tournaments. The games and the details are all here, but we wanted to investigate an untapped question: What enables grandmasters to emerge victorious from such classic battles of chess and endurance skills? We explore that issue with profiles of several winners of multiple tournaments, our ‘heroes of the World Open’, as we examine their strategies for success.

I am proud to have been personally involved in so many of these epic battles. I think that readers will not only gain insights into how great players get the job done, but also into how they may find their own achievement in the many lucrative class sections.

We see a wide spectrum of styles, personalities, and approaches among our champions. Some were emotional, others unflappable. Some preferred technical chess, others engaged in constant tactical battles. Some paced themselves, some went hard for wins in almost every game. There is no one way to win the World Open. But it certainly helps to be as adaptable as possible to opponent, tournament standing, round number, etc. At the same time, know who you are and what you do best. And it doesn’t hurt to be psychologically tough, with all the pressure to win. Let’s see how our heroes got it done.

Joel Benjamin, Waldwick NJ, USA
 November 2021






Introduction

The World Open has become an iconic event in American Chess. For nearly fifty years, chess players have been making their annual pilgrimage to this tournament in the days surrounding the 4th of July holiday. What makes the World Open so unique and why do players travel near and far to compete in it? For starters, I think it has something to do with the title itself. The World Open is such a broad, far-reaching and inclusive name that you immediately recognize the significance of the event. Secondly, the atmosphere is simply different than any other tournament. After all, the prize fund is the highest, the stakes are more consequential and the tension in the air is considerably more palpable. For these reasons, the World Open remains the most highly-anticipated tournament of the year for many.

Since 1973, professionals and amateurs alike have come to the ‘undisputed king’ of American Swiss tournaments to fulfill their hopes and dreams. They mark the dates on their calendar and begin their preparations. For many, it is the allure of the substantial prize fund. Others may be seeking a norm for a title. Unfortunately, the vast majority end up finishing the tournament with their goals unfulfilled. Thus, there begins a period of reflection and re-evaluation of what could have been done differently on the long journey home.

American Swisses come with their own unique set of challenges. The schedule can often be grueling with multiple games per day. Often, there isn’t enough time between rounds to have a proper meal and adequate rest. Many players check out of the hotel prior to the start of the morning round on the last day. It’s not uncommon to see players bring their suitcases to the board. Tournaments in Europe and in other parts of the world are not faced with the same time constraints. The schedule is far less demanding – one game per day and you might even get in some sight-seeing if you desire. How do players conserve their energy for 10-12 hours of play per day? How do they ready themselves for battle round after round?

With sections consisting of hundreds of players there is a greater emphasis placed on winning in order to end up in the winner’s circle. Seven points (7/9) may be good to get to the winner’s circle in the Open section; however, it is often higher in the ‘Under’ sections. Seven and a half points (7½/9) may be good to win clear 1st in the Open section. In 1998, Ilya Smirin found out that 7½ was only good enough for clear 2nd. Alexander Goldin tallied an astonishing (8½/9). Why do some players always seem to be in contention and make the top boards their home? Sure, they may be strong players, but there are many examples of strong players winning a minimal prize or out of the money altogether.

My co-author Joel Benjamin and I set out to find answers as to why some players consistently find their way to the winner’s circle. We have conducted a series of interviews with those who have won the World Open on multiple occasions (the ‘Heroes of the World Open’) and we attempt to answer why they have been so consistent in their efforts. [For the purposes of this book, we consider any clear or shared first to be a World Open victory.] Hundreds of games have been examined in the process and the reader will enjoy a fantastic collection of the very best and most essential games. Many games were crucial in deciding the outcome of the tournament. What was our heroes’ approach to their critical games? Did they take any calculated risks in the game? What was their mindset when facing lower-rated competition? When did they play for a win or decide that a draw was an adequate result? Were there any special considerations in their choice of opening? These are some of the many questions that we wanted to explore to find out what it takes to Win the World Open.

During this process, we have discovered that there were many paths that were taken on the road to victory. We saw that our ‘heroes’ varied widely in both their style and approach. However, there was one unquestionable common factor between them – their fighting spirit! In order to play consistently at a high level, and in very tense situations, it requires a warrior who is willing to outfight and outlast their opponent.

Also, in our book we will present to the reader the rich history of the World Open from its humble beginnings to the juggernaut it has become today. There are many entertaining stories and scandals that the reader will enjoy. We will all see how the tournament has evolved over time.

The man who deserves credit for creating the World Open is William Goichberg. Bill has directed events in the United States dating back to the 1960’s and there seems to be no stopping him. Even during the pandemic of 2020, Bill managed to move the World Open online via the Internet Chess Club (ICC). It is hard to imagine what American Chess would look like today without him.

We have included a selection of tactics from many of the fierce battles that have been fought at the World Open. Many of these games could stand on their own merits, but space limits us from listing the whole game. In this section, you will find many brilliant sacrifices and dazzling combinations that you can solve as part of your preparation for your next World Open!

I hope you enjoy the book and find the information useful for your own success in open tournaments.

Harold Scott, Bronx NY, USA
 November 2021






CHAPTER 1

The History of the World Open

[image: Images]

The World Open was the brainchild of William ‘Bill’ Goichberg (see photo above) and its first edition was held in 1973. However, Bill’s humble beginnings as a tournament director and organizer began about a decade prior. In 1962, he had played in the New York City Junior Championship, which was open to players under the age of 21. The following year the tournament was not held, it was also Bill’s last year of eligibility, and he was disappointed about not being able to play. The following year, the tournament was not going to be run as well. Having heard this, Bill decided to give it a shot and run the tournament himself. So, he approached Hans Kmoch, Secretary and Manager of the Manhattan Chess Club, and asked him if he could get permission to use the club to run the tournament. Bill vividly remembers his conversation with Mr. Kmoch.

Hans asked, ‘Have you ever run a tournament before?’

And Bill replied, ‘No, but I’ve played in a lot of them and I think I understand how the pairing system works. I think I understand everything and I think I can run it.’

Kmoch then, somewhat discouragingly, said, ‘Oh, it’s very difficult! You don’t know how difficult it is. It’s ok with me if you use the club, but I strongly recommend you get a lot of help, and speak to the people who ran the tournament the last time and make sure you’re ready.’

Bill couldn’t fathom what could be so difficult about running the tournament, there had been only 24 players in the 1962 tournament, and it seemed very easy for him to run a similar-sized event. In the 1962 tournament there were three directors: Aben Rudy, Julius Stoppock, and William Lombardy. Lombardy writes in his recap of the tournament in Chess Life Magazine:

For their untiring efforts in organizing, directing, and making the tournament an overall success, special thanks are due Aben Rudy and Julius Stoppock who must have walked at least fifteen miles each round, setting up clocks, giving out scoresheets, and scoring the results.

The tournament was scheduled the tournament for July 10-12, 1964. Bill started to do mailings about the tournament, a practice that continues to this day. He also heard that at the 1964 World’s Fair there was going to be a junior tournament. So, Bill went there to hand out flyers promoting the 1964 New York City Junior Championship. In preparation for the tournament, Bill decided not to consult the directors of the previous tournament, as recommended by Kmoch, and chose to run the tournament himself without the aid of other directors. Bill also thought, why hand out the clocks or scoresheets when you could ask the players to come and get them? He had a clear idea of how he wanted to run the tournament and decided to rid the tournament of the inefficiencies that had plagued the event previously. In fact, the tournament ran so smoothly that Bill had nothing to do most of the time. So, after each game finished, Bill would play over each game out of curiosity. The 1964 tournament also drew 10 more players then the 1962 edition did. And this was how it all began...

After running his first successful tournament, Bill wasn’t struck by the idea of running more tournaments yet, but was more focused on how to make this one more successful the following year. He instituted some new changes: firstly, he expanded the tournament to 8 rounds over two weekends, rather than the 6 rounds over 1 weekend. Next, he asked the hotel for more space in addition to the club. During the 1950’s and 1960’s, the Manhattan Chess Club was located within the Henry Hudson Hotel on W. 57th St and 9th Ave. The 1965 New York City Junior Championship tournament was an overwhelming success! It drew 92 players, over the weekends of August 21-22 and August 28-29, 1965, which at the time was the largest turnout ever for a USCF-rated junior event. In fact, the 1965 tournament had more players than the 1961, 1962, and 1964 tournaments combined.

After the 1965 New York City Junior Championship, Bill started running more tournaments. At first, he was adding additional junior events, such as the Jamaica Junior Open, King’s County Junior Open and Westchester Junior Open. Around this time, he also directed junior tournaments at the Manhattan Chess Club that were organized by Dr. Milton Hanauer. These were known as the Hanauer League. Dr. Hanauer was a chess master and he wrote a book entitled Chess Made Simple. When reflecting back on directing for the Hanauer League, Bill wonders if Dr. Hanauer may have been sorry he hired Bill. First of all, Bill had some strong opinions regarding the use of chess clocks. Bill was all for them, but Dr. Hanauer was dead set against using them. When Bill asked Dr. Hanauer why they couldn’t use clocks, Dr. Hanauer responded, ‘We’ve never used them before and we’re not going to start now!’ However, when he was not around, Bill would go ahead and put out chess clocks, at least on the top boards. Bill recalls that Dr. Hanauer was annoyed that Bill started using clocks, but he really didn’t do anything to stop their use.

It is obvious that early on Bill had strong beliefs as to how events should be run. And when you hear some of the stories from the past, it seems he had good reason. The Hanauer League events were run at the Manhattan Chess Club on Saturday mornings. The round began at 9:00 a.m. and needed to finish by 12:40 p.m., as they needed to be out of their space for when the club opened at 1:00 p.m. Well, Dr. Hanauer had his own method of keeping time for these events. His rule was that games needed to conclude by 12:40 p.m. or they would result in a double forfeit for both players! Outrageous by today’s standards, and certainly not great by those day’s standards as well. Prior to the 12:40 p.m. deadline, Dr. Hanauer would go around and look to see if there were games with not much progress having been made and he reminded them that failure to finish on time would result in a double forfeit. This meant that the player who was winning would speed up; however, the player that was losing had no incentive to play quicker. When 12:40 rolled around, Dr. Hanauer would declare a double forfeit. The player who was winning would say, ‘But I’m winning here!’ Dr Hanauer would reply, ‘Well, you could both agree to a draw?’ The winning player would say, ‘I don’t want a draw!’ And the game would just be ruled a draw. Could you imagine the backlash that present-day directors would face, if they made the same rulings today? First of all, they wouldn’t be a director for much longer as they would be stripped of their directorship. With all that being said, Dr. Milton Hanauer did a lot to promote and organize scholastic events in the earlier days of American Chess. He just had some peculiar rules that didn’t make much sense!

In April of 1966, Bill thought to run a High School and Junior High School tournament that was USCF-rated. Many told him that the young players would never pay the $5 USCF dues required to play in the event plus the entry fee. However, despite the advice from his doubters, he ran the Greater New York High School & Junior High School Championships at the Henry Hudson Hotel. This event had an Elementary section too. It was nonrated with no entry fee and the prizes included USCF memberships. It drew about 65 players, all unrated. Among the players were Danny Kopec, who later became an IM, and Roy Greenberg, who became a Master. This resulted in hundreds of new members for the USCF. Later that year in December, Bill would expand the tournament to include Lower Elementary School and Girls Scholastic sections. The tournament was called the Greater New York Scholastics. The event took place from December 26-30, 1966 at the Broadway Central Hotel located at 673 Broadway at 3rd St in Manhattan. The event broke records for USCF-rated events as it drew 614 young players, which included 486 players in rated sections. No rated tournament had drawn more than 265 players previously. The January 1967 issue of Chess Life Magazine reported:

This event, together with the last GNYSC in April and the Metropolitan Junior High School Open in October, resulted in 600 new (USCF) members!

Today, the Greater New York Scholastic Chess Championships continues to attract over 1,500 scholastic players to Brooklyn annually, which is incredible when you consider it is not a State or National tournament. In recent years, the tournament is run by the Kasparov Chess Foundation in association with the Chess Center of New York (Steve Immitt – Chief TD), Little House of Chess (Sophia Rohde), Danny Rohde (Event Manager) and Col. David Hater (Floor Chief). Today, the tournament is a well-oiled machine. In the early days, that was not always the case. In the December 1966 tournament, things did not go as smoothly. Bill had to resort to using the Broadway Central Hotel as the Henry Hudson was booked. The hotel was rundown and dilapidated and turned out to be much worse than Bill could have imagined. To say that this location was not the best choice is an understatement, as drunks and homeless people loitered the hallways – not ideal conditions for a scholastic event. One homeless person even held up an object and asked Bill if he could have it. It turned out it was one of Bill’s chess clocks. The tournament itself was plagued with missing results as they were using result cards vs result postings. Many results were missing or even reported as conflicting results. Directors were scrambling each round trying to back-fill results by going around and asking the players. Sometimes the answer was, ‘I don’t remember.’ This wreaked havoc and caused delays to the start of each round. To address this, Bill decided to divide the players into two groups – players who seemed to be doing well and players who were not doing so well. So at least, the players who were doing well had pretty accurate pairings. In the players who were not doing well group there was an interesting pairing in the last round. Once additional results were verified, it resulted in a pairing of a 4-3 vs a 0-7. The funny thing was that the player with 0-7 won the game. The moral of the story is, of course, things don’t always go well at tournaments, but good directors find a way to make things work.

In the beginning of 1967, Bill decided to start the New York City Chess Association. That was when he first thought about trying to make money running chess tournaments. Most of these tournaments were in New York City, mainly Manhattan, with some events in Westchester and the Bronx. However, it wasn’t always easy or even profitable. Hotels kept raising rents for playing space. And although there were good turnouts at the tournaments, it was hard to make money. During this time, Bill also discovered that there were many sites for tournaments aside from hotels that would be a lot cheaper or even free. Tournaments were held at YMCA’s, Masonic Temples, and existing chess clubs. In fact, when Ed Edmondson transitioned from President to Executive Director of the USCF in 1966, he took a look at the tournaments the federation was running in New York City, which were all at hotels. He concluded that the tournaments were losing money because of the fees charged by the hotels, and the cost of purchasing and chess equipment. So, Edmondson told Goichberg that the USCF was not going to run these tournaments any longer and that he could take them over if he wanted. These tournaments were the Atlantic Open, Empire City Open and the Greater New York Open. The Atlantic and Empire City tournaments continue to exist today.

In the summer of 1968, the Continental Chess Association ran its first event. Bill decided that it was time to expand outside of the New York Metropolitan area. The first tournament was called the Mohawk Valley Open and was held from August 9-11, 1968 at the Hotel Utica in Utica, New York. Although there were not many players from Utica, the tournament was wildly successful as it drew 75 players. Players flocked from Albany, Syracuse and Buffalo and other areas because not many tournaments, outside of the New York State Championship, were held in upstate New York. The tournament failed to draw nearly as well in subsequent years as more people began running tournaments upstate and it was considered less special. A week after the first event, the second CCA tournament was held. The Bridgeport Open was held at the Stratfield Motor Inn in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and it drew almost 100 players.

In the early days of the Continental Chess Association, the tournaments usually supplied clocks, sets, and boards. Bill made a deal with Edmondson to purchase a large amount of equipment at a special price. Initially, Bill continued to provide equipment at tournaments. However, over time it was not sustainable, as he was having to have clocks repaired. Every time he would bring in boxes of clocks to be repaired it was an expense in excess of $300, which was a lot of money in those days. In 1969, Bill decided that the practice of providing clocks was too expensive a proposition. Announcements were then made at tournaments and via tournament mailouts that clocks would no longer be provided. A few people complained, but most had clocks with them and within a couple more tournaments this became standard practice and accepted by the participants. After this, Bill was determined to continue to supply sets and boards. However, one year at the National High School Championship, which was held at the Hotel McAlpin, a box of 100 sets somehow disappeared. Sets would also be lost at other events over time and providing sets was discontinued a couple of years later. Shortly afterwards, boards were no longer provided as they became dirty and it was deemed another unnecessary expense.

Another practice that occurred in the early years of the CCA was that of deciding games by adjudication. Back then, there were no digital chess clocks and no sudden-death time controls. Games were typically 50 moves in 2 hours followed by adjudication. This meant Bill would employ a very strong player, usually a GM but not always, to decide the outcome of games that hadn’t concluded by the time 50 moves were reached. Bill had employed Bernard Zuckerman and Arthur Bisguier to adjudicate at tournaments. However, no adjudicator was more well-known than Bobby Fischer. Bobby often adjudicated games at tournaments in those days. Sometimes, players would disagree with his adjudications, believing that their positions were better than they actually were. Bobby’s typical response was to say, ‘If you think your game is so good, I will play it out against you for money!’ Naturally, he never had any takers.

Fischer never did play in a CCA event, as the CCA came into existence a mere four years prior to Bobby becoming World Champ. He was already an international superstar. However, Bill did receive a phone call from Fischer’s agent and his agent said, ‘Mr. Fischer is very impressed with your tournaments and may consider playing in one. The only problem is the matter of the entry fee.’ Bill responded, ‘Well, that’s no problem. I won’t charge an entry fee.’ Fischer’s agent replied, ‘You don’t understand. He charges you an entry fee.’ Bill recalls asking, ‘Well how much would he charge?’ However, Bill didn’t recall getting an answer to the question and the conversation didn’t go much further. Although Fischer never played in a CCA event, he was a frequent spectator at them. At the National High School Championship in 1970 in the Hotel McAlpin, Bill was setting up as the tournament started that evening, and an expert from South Carolina was giving a simul against two of his teammates who were lower-rated. Bobby Fischer walks into the room and over to the players and says, ‘Oh, a simul! Can I play?’ And the high-school students didn’t recognize him. Naturally, Bill recognized him and didn’t say anything as he wanted to see what would happen. So, the kid said, ‘Sure you can play!’ So, Fischer sits down to play in the simul, and after about 8 or 9 moves Fischer’s opponent was totally crushed. So, the young man, while trying to figure out why he was losing to this unknown player, looked up and finally recognized his opponent and said, ‘Hey! I know who you are.’

So, the tournament began and he didn’t see Fischer again until Sunday morning, the final day of the event. Fischer appeared and began to look at the games of the top boards. After a while, Fischer began to be recognized by some of the youngsters and they started gathering around him. Bobby didn’t like the attention he was drawing and decided to leave. Bobby walked out of the playing room and headed for the elevators. At this time, Fischer was living at the Hotel McAlpin. However, the hotel ended up kicking him out after a few months because he would never let the maid clean his room. She said he was afraid she would sell his opening secrets to the Russians. When Fischer decided to head to his room, the kids ran after him, and once Fischer got back into his room, he received a knock at the door. And a voice from outside the door said, ‘Mr. Fischer. Mr. Fischer. I just want to ask you for your autograph.’ Surprisingly, Bobby opened the door and signed all the autographs and was very nice. It’s actually refreshing to hear of these lighter tales about Fischer, as it is well-documented how difficult he was at times.

With Fischer’s ascendency towards the World Championship title in 1971 and with the match itself in 1972, it resulted in a huge surge of popularity in the United States. The resulting effect is known as the ‘Fischer Boom’. At the height of the boom, January 1973, there were more players competing in tournaments than had been previously seen in the United States. At this time, the CCA was running a tournament from January 26-28, 1973 at the Hotel McAlpin called the 7th Annual Eastern Championships. The area Bill had booked for the tournament held about 270 players. However, entries for the tournament were coming in so heavily that Bill had to go back to the hotel for more and more additional space. This continued until the CCA had all of the hotel’s meeting space. Bill’s solution was to ask if any suites could be converted to playing rooms. After all was said and done, the event was set up to accommodate slightly more than 500 players. Bill even checked with other hotels, but they were all booked up. With all the additional space that Bill got from the hotel it was still not enough. Entries for the tournament totaled nearly 700 players. Bill did not want to turn anyone away, so he instituted a ‘wait system’ for the tournament. That meant that the top 500 players were paired with board numbers. The additional player would have a WAIT instead of a board number. So, when one game concluded and a board opened up then two players from the wait list were sat at the board to begin their game. While instituting the ‘wait system’ did help in accommodating more players than the tournament could hold, it was not without some difficulties. Sometimes, different directors from different sections would assign players to the same board and you would end up having six players showing up at a board to play. In this tournament, the Beginners Section had a huge number of players, 206 in all. The problem was that 180 of these players had never played in a tournament before. This, of course, was chaotic and resulted in delays. However, they did manage to get through the event.

Since 1967, the premier event for the CCA was the Atlantic Open, which was one of the events that Bill took over from the USCF, and it was held over the July 4th weekend. In 1972, the Atlantic Open drew over 500 players. In 1973, Bill decided that the July 4th weekend tournament would now be called the World Open. From June 30-July 4th, 1973, the First World Open was played at the Hotel McAlpin in New York City. The tournament had a $15,000 guaranteed prize fund, which was the largest prize fund awarded for an open tournament in the world.






CHAPTER 2

1973-1979 – The Early Years
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The very first World Open was held from June 30-July 4th, 1973 at the Hotel McAlpin in New York City. The tournament has swelled in both size and stature over the years. It is one of the most highly-anticipated chess events of the year in the United States, where not only professional players have a chance of a big payday, but class players do so as well.

1973

The winner of the First World Open was U.S. Chess Hall of Famer Walter Browne, who scored an unbeaten 9-1 and pocketed a cool $2000 to be the first World Open Champion ever. Finishing a half-point behind in clear second was IM Julio Kaplan. Julio was from Puerto Rico, although the U.S. has been his home for many years, and he had been crowned World Junior Champion in 1967.

1974

For the 2nd World Open in 1974, Bill Goichberg made a strong move by inviting Bent Larsen. Most of the Top-10 players were either the Soviets or Fischer. As we know, Fischer had disappeared and the Soviets may have been too much trouble because they would need permission to travel to the U.S. Bent was clearly still the strongest player in the western world outside of Bobby Fischer at the time. Having a player of Larsen’s stature would go a long way towards legitimizing the World Open as a truly international event. In order to entice him to come to America, Bill promised to organize a bunch of simuls for him (one of the participants was a 10-year old future American Grandmaster named Joel Benjamin). After the World Open, Bill brought him around to different places in the Northeast to fulfill his obligation. Unfortunately, the turnout wasn’t as strong as you would expect for a player of Larsen’s caliber. Where they were hoping for 50-60 players, they may have gotten a turnout of 30.

As for the tournament itself, Bent, as the highest ranked player, did not disappoint. He finished in clear first with 8½-½ and a prize of $3000. His only blemish was a round 7 draw against the previous year’s champion Walter Browne. In round 8, Larsen pulled ahead as he beat Jack Peters, while Walter was held to a draw with Julio Kaplan. Walter finished in clear second with an unbeaten 8-1 record and $1500 for his efforts. Here is Larsen’s round 8 victory over Jack Peters:

Game 1 Sicilian Defense

Jack Peters 2335

Bent Larsen 2630

2nd World Open, New York 1974 (5)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♘xd4 ♘f6 5.♘c3 a6 6.♗e2 e6 7.a4 b6 8.f4 ♗b7 9.♗f3 ♘bd7 10.0-0 ♕c7 11.♔h1

The king is not necessarily safer here. Many years later Peters executed the plan more accurately and won a nice game: 11.♕e2 ♖c8 12.♗e3 ♗e7 13.g4, Peters-Matikozian, Burbank 2007.

11...♗e7 12.♕e1 0-0 13.g4 ♕c4 14.♗e3 d5 15.e5 ♘e4 16.♘xe4 dxe4 17.♗g2 ♖ac8 18.♕g3 ♕b4 19.f5!? ♕xb2
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20.fxe6?

This allows Larsen to grab the initiative.

20.♖ad1 ♗d5 21.f6 gxf6 22.♘f5 apparently gives White good attacking chances.

20...fxe6 21.♖fb1 ♕c3 22.♘xe6

[image: Images]

22...♖f3! 23.♗xf3 exf3 24.♗f2 ♘xe5 25.♔g1 ♘g6 26.g5 a5!?

This strange waiting move was perhaps meant to encourage a time pressure error, like 27.♗xb6? ♗d5 or 27.♗d4? f2+ 28.♕xf2 ♕c6.

[image: Images]


27.♕g4 ♖e8 28.♘d4?

Black’s last safe move – 27...♖c4 would have been crushing – permitted White to trade queens with 28.♕d4 and stay in the game.

28...♗c5 29.♖e1 ♖f8 30.♖ad1 ♘f4 31.♔h1 ♗xd4! 32.♕g3

On 32.♖xd4? Black has his choice of rooks: 32...♕xe1+ or 32...♕xd4.

[image: Images]

32...♘e2

I’m not sure why Larsen passed up 32...♗xf2 33.♕xf2 ♘h3 but the only important issue left is making it to the time control.

33.♕h4 ♖f4 34.♕h5 g6 35.♕h3 ♖f8 36.♖f1 ♗c8 37.♕h4 ♗xf2 38.♕xf2 ♕xc2 39.♕xb6 ♗h3 40.♖b1 ♗g2# 0-1

Fourteen-year-old Ken Regan started a trend of juniors making their mark in the World Open, scoring 6½ points and winning this beautiful game:

Game 2 Ruy Lopez

Charlie Powell 2301

Ken Regan 2104

2nd World Open, New York 1974 (8)

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗b5 ♘d4 4.♘xd4 exd4 5.0-0 c6 6.♗c4 ♘f6 7.♖e1 d6 8.c3 ♘g4 9.♕e2 b5 10.♗d3 ♕f6 11.e5 ♕h4 12.exd6+ ♗e6 13.h3 ♔d7 14.♗e4

On 14.hxg4?, 14...♗xd6 15.g3 ♗xg3! is strong, but 14.cxd4! ♗xd6 15.d5! would have refuted Ken’s tricky opening.

14...♗xd6 15.d3 f5 16.♗f3 ♖ae8 17.♘d2 ♗d5 18.♘e4

[image: Images]

18...♗h2+! 19.♔h1

Or 19.♔f1 fxe4 20.♗xg4+ ♔c7 with a winning attack.

19...♘xf2+ 20.♔xh2 fxe4 21.dxe4 ♘xe4 22.cxd4 ♕g3+ 23.♔g1 ♘f2 24.♗e3 ♘xh3+ 25.♔h1 ♘f4 26.♕f2 ♕xf2 27.♗xf2 ♗xf3 28.gxf3 ♘d3 29.♖f1 ♖e2 30.♗g3 ♖he8 31.b3 ♖8e6 32.d5 ♖h6+ 33.♔g1 ♖g6 34.dxc6+ ♔xc6 0-1

1975

In the 1975 World Open, there was an astonishing finish atop the leaderboard. One player, GM Pal Benko, could have been predicted to finish first! However, no one could have expected a first-place finish by Alan Trefler. Alan was a 19-year-old Dartmouth student rated a mere 2045. This was the first and only time an expert placed first in the Open Section of the World Open. After losing his first round to Orest Popovych, Alan won all 8 of his remaining games.

Trefler was not the only junior player doing well. Future Grandmaster Michael Rohde was in the hunt in the final round. As noted by Bill Goichberg in his Chess Life & Review magazine article about the tournament, ‘Fifteen-year-old Michael Rohde, former National Junior High and National High School, was the youngest U.S. player since Fischer to achieve a 2300 rating. July 6 was a day Mike will never forget – he upset Grandmaster Walter Browne in beautiful style in round 8, but was on the wrong side of a similar upset at the hands of Trefler in the last round.’ Unfortunately for Michael, the last day of the event had all the swings you might expect from Texas Hold ‘em. Although Michael came up short here, he would go on to finish 1st in the 1981 and 1989 World Opens. Here is Michael’s upset win against Walter Browne.

Game 3 Sicilian Defense

Michael Rohde 2296

Walter Browne 2580

3rd World Open, Philadelphia 1975 (8)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♘xd4 ♘f6 5.♘c3 a6 6.g3 e5 7.♘de2 ♗e7 8.♗g2 ♘bd7 9.a4 b6 10.0-0 ♗b7 11.♘d5 ♘xd5 12.exd5 b5 13.♗e3 0-0 14.axb5 axb5 15.♕d3 ♗a6 16.♖a3 ♕c7 17.♖fa1 ♕b7 18.b4 ♘b6 19.♗xb6 ♕xb6 20.♕e3 ♕b7 21.♖1a2 f5 22.♕c3 f4 23.♕c6 f3 24.♗xf3 ♖ac8 25.♕xa6 ♕xa6 26.♖xa6 ♖xf3 27.♖a8 ♖ff8 28.♖xc8 ♖xc8 29.c3 e4 30.♖a6 ♔f7 31.♖b6 ♗f6 32.♖xd6 ♗xc3
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33.♖c6 ♖xc6 34.dxc6 ♗e5 35.♘d4 ♔e7 36.♘xb5 ♗b2 37.♔f1 ♔d8 38.♔e2 ♗c1 39.♔d1 ♗g5 40.♔c2 h5 41.♘d6 ♗e7 42.♘xe4 ♗xb4 43.♔b3 ♗e1 44.♔c4 ♔c7 45.♔d5 g6 46.h3 ♗b4 47.f4 ♗e1 48.g4 hxg4 49.hxg4 ♗b4 50.f5 gxf5 51.gxf5 1-0

After his win against Browne, Michael was riding high. Many people were coming up to him to congratulate him. However, he still had one round to go, but was the odds-on favorite. Mike would have the black pieces and decided on a Benoni. In fact, in his earlier years Mike would acknowledge playing riskier openings against 1.d4 as Black until later on when the Nimzo-Indian became a mainstay in his repertoire. In this battle, Mike recalls having played somewhat carelessly in the opening, but he would go on to say that Alan played very well and aggressively.


Although Alan won this World Open along with Pal Benko, he had no intentions of becoming a chess professional. He would go on to Dartmouth College and do very well for himself by starting a software company.

Game 4 Benoni Defense

Alan Trefler 2045

Michael Rohde 2296

3rd World Open, Philadelphia 1975 (9)

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.♘c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 ♗g7 8.♗b5+ ♘fd7 9.♗d3 0-0 10.♘f3 a6 11.a4 ♘f6 12.0-0 ♗g4 13.h3 ♗xf3 14.♕xf3 ♘bd7 15.♗d2 ♕c7 16.♖ae1 c4 17.♗b1 b5 18.♔h1 ♖fe8 19.axb5 axb5 20.♘xb5 ♕c5 21.♘c3 ♖ab8 22.♖e2 ♕c7 23.♘d1 ♘c5 24.e5 ♘fd7

[image: Images]

25.e6 fxe6 26.dxe6 ♘xe6 27.f5 gxf5 28.♗xf5 ♘e5 29.♕h5 ♘f8 30.♗c3 ♘eg6 31.♖ef2 ♗e5 32.♗e4 ♖b5 33.♘e3 ♖e7 34.♘d5 ♕d8 35.♘xe7+ ♕xe7 36.♕g4 ♗xc3 37.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 38.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 39.bxc3 1-0

The next game was an important victory for Benko in the penultimate round.

Game 5 King’s Indian Defense

Pal Benko 2515

Danny Kopec

3rd World Open, New York 1975 (8)

Benko had a style that would seem better suited for round-robin play, yet he excelled in open tournaments. In the following game, chronicled in his autobiography, Benko shows he understood how to apply clever psychological strategy to critical games.

1.c4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 g6 3.d4 ♗g7 4.e4 d6 5.♗e2 0-0 6.♘f3 e5 7.dxe5 dxe5 8.♕xd8 ♖xd8 9.♗g5
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As big scores were needed to win the early World Opens, Benko acknowledged this was a must win situation. Yet he wasn’t afraid to simplify because it played to his strengths – strong endgame skills – and away from his opponent’s (as Benko perceived) – tactical ability. In recent times, easy accessibility to opening theory makes this kind of strategy harder for grandmasters to pull off.

9...♖e8 10.0-0-0 ♗g4 11.♘d5 ♘xd5 12.cxd5 f5 13.♘g1!?

Black’s tenth and twelfth moves were questionable. The computer suggests a dynamic approach: 13.h3 ♗xf3 14.gxf3 f4 15.♗c4 ♔f8 16.♖hg1, based on the trap 16...h6? 17.♗xh6 ♗xh6 18.♖xg6 ♗g7 19.♖dg1 ♖e7 20.h4+–. I’m sure Benko was not looking in this direction. His move may technically not give him a large advantage, but Black will have difficulty finding his way.
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13...♗xe2 14.♘xe2 ♘d7 15.♘c3 ♗f8 16.♔b1 a6 17.♖c1 ♗d6 18.♖c2

Again Benko continues his plan, though 18.exf5 gxf5 19.g4! fxg4 20.♘e4 might have been stronger.

18...♔g7 19.f3 b5 20.♖hc1 ♖f8 21.♗e3 ♘f6 22.♗g5 ♘d7 23.♘d1 ♖f7 24.♘f2 h6 25.♗e3 ♘f6 26.♖c6 fxe4 27.fxe4 g5
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Kopec said he intended to bring his king to the middle after this move but didn’t follow up on it.

28.♖1c2 a5 29.♔c1 ♘d7 30.♔d1 ♘b8 31.♖6c3 ♘a6 32.♖e2 ♖af8 33.♖c1 ♖c8 34.♘d3 ♘b4 35.♘xb4 ♗xb4

On 35...axb4 Benko intended to bring his king to b3.

36.♖f2 ♖cf8 37.♖xf7+ ♖xf7 38.♔e2 ♗d6 39.♖c6 ♖f8 40.♗c5

Benko lamented that time pressure rushed this move, and he would have liked to consider the preparatory 40.g3.

40...♖f4 41.♔e3 ♖f1 42.♗xd6 cxd6 43.♖xd6 ♖e1+ 44.♔d3 ♖d1+ 45.♔e2 ♖b1 46.♖e6 ♖xb2+ 47.♔e3 ♖xa2 48.♖xe5
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There are many possibilities in this dynamic endgame, but the bottom line is that White’s farther advanced and better supported passers are likely to win. If there was any hope for a draw it would begin with 48...♖a1.

48...♔f6 49.♖e6+ ♔f7 50.♖b6 b4 51.e5 ♖a1

Taking more pawns would have been irrelevant to the problem of slowing down White’s pawns or speeding up Black’s.

52.♖b7+ ♔e8

Generally, allowing the king to be pinned down on the back rank hurts the defense by enabling mating threats. On 52...♔g6 a little finesse leaves Black just as doomed: 53.♔d2! ♖a2+ 54.♔d3 ♖a1 55.e6 ♖e1 56.♔c4 ♔f6 57.♔c5 etc.

53.e6 a4 54.♔e4 ♖e1+ 55.♔f5 ♖d1 56.♔e5 1-0

1976

The 4th annual World Open featured an even stronger field then the previous year. Six Grandmasters played in the event – Pal Benko, William Lombardy, Arthur Bisguier, Milan Vukic and recent Soviet émigrés Anatoly Lein and Leonid Shamkovich. Heading into the final round, Lein led the field by half a point with 7½. However, he was held to a draw by Lombardy and finished on 8-1. His other draw occurred in round 7 against Benko.

Here are two pivotal games from the final two rounds of the tournament. First, we have Lein’s 8th round victory over Kevin Spraggett, which put him ahead of the rest of the field going into the final round.

Game 6 Dutch Defense

Anatoly Lein 2515

Kevin Spraggett 2450

4th World Open, New York 1976 (8)

1.c4 f5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.d3 d6 5.e4 e5 6.g3 ♗g7 7.exf5 gxf5 8.d4 e4 9.♘h4 0-0 10.♗h3 d5 11.♗xf5 dxc4 12.♕e2 ♘c6 13.♗e3 ♔h8 14.♕xc4 ♘g4 15.♗xc8 ♖xc8 16.♖d1 ♘xe3 17.fxe3 ♕g5 18.♘g2 ♕g4 19.♕e2 ♕d7 20.♘f4 ♖ce8 21.0-0 ♗h6 22.♘g2 a6 23.♕h5 ♗g7 24.♖xf8+ ♗xf8 25.♖f1 ♗g7 26.♖f7 ♖e7 27.♖xe7 ♕xe7 28.♘f4 ♔g8 29.♕d5+ 1-0

The second game was a must-win situation for IM Bernard Zuckerman for him to catch Lein, in order to share first-place honors. Standing in his way was GM Pal Benko. However, when the smoke cleared, Zuckerman was victorious and Lein and Zuckerman were awarded $3000 each for their efforts. Here is Zuckerman’s last round key game:

Game 7 Sicilian Defense

Bernard Zuckerman 2450

Pal Benko 2480

4th World Open, New York 1976 (9)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.♘xd4 a6 5.♘c3 d6 6.f4 ♘f6 7.♗e2 ♗e7 8.0-0 ♕c7 9.♕e1 ♘bd7 10.♗f3 h5 11.♔h1 g6 12.♗e3 e5 13.♘b3 b6 14.fxe5 dxe5 15.♘d5 ♘xd5 16.exd5 ♗b7 17.♖c1 f5 18.c4 a5 19.♕g3 ♔f7 20.♗e4 ♘f6 21.♗b1 h4 22.♕h3 ♔g7 23.c5 ♘xd5 24.cxb6 ♕d7 25.♘c5 ♗xc5 26.♖xc5 ♕e6 27.♖e1 ♕f6 28.♔g1 ♖hd8 29.♖ec1
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Picture the scene: they are using old analog clocks with hanging flags, and panic is setting in.

29...♕xb6??

Benko commits a shocking blunder where 29...♖ac8 gave Black a massive advantage.

30.♖c8??

Returning the favor. 30.♖xd5 just wins a piece.

30...♖dxc8 31.♗xb6 ♖xc1+ 32.♔f2 ♖xb1 33.♕b3 ♘f6 34.♗xa5 ♘e4+ 35.♔e2 ♗a6+ 36.♔e3
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36...♘c5?

Benko was notorious for hanging rooks in time pressure, but he could have won right away by hanging one – 36...♖d8 37.♗xd8 ♖e1+.

37.♕c2 f4+ 38.♔d2

1-0

Benko must have lost on time, disgusted by dropping a piece. Yet after 38...♘d3! 39.♕xb1 e4 he was still probably winning without his rook!

1977

In 1977, the World Open switched locations from the Big Apple to the City of Brotherly Love. It was difficult to find hotels in New York City to host the event. However, Goichberg looked to Philadelphia and was pleasantly surprised to see that the total number of players jumped up. Although the tournament lost some local New York players, more players were attracted to the reasonable hotel rates in Philly, setting a new attendance record for the World Open.

At the conclusion of the event, top honors were shared by future Grandmasters John Fedorowicz and Ron Henley, with each scoring 8-1. Fed was held to a draw by veteran Mike Valvo in the final round. Henley, the 20-year old Texan, was able to win when he needed it most.

We will take a closer look at some of Fed’s World Open highlights later in the book. However, here is Henley’s final round encounter with Carlos Garcia Palermo of Argentina.

Game 8 King’s Indian Defense

Carlos Garcia Palermo 2379

Ronald Henley 2323

5th World Open, Philadelphia 1977 (9)

1.c4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 g6 3.d4 ♗g7 4.e4 d6 5.♗e2 0-0 6.♘f3 e5 7.0-0 ♘c6 8.d5 ♘e7 9.♘e1 ♘d7 10.f3 f5 11.g4 ♘f6 12.♘d3 h6 13.h4 c6 14.♘f2 cxd5 15.cxd5 ♗d7 16.a4 ♘e8 17.♔g2 ♘c8 18.♖h1 fxg4 19.fxg4 ♕b6 20.♘d3 ♕d4 21.g5 hxg5 22.hxg5 ♘b6 23.♕g1 ♘c4 24.♘e1 ♘xb2 25.♗xb2 ♕d2 26.♘f3 ♕xb2 27.♕c1 ♕b6 28.♖b1 ♕c7 29.♘b5 ♕d8 30.♖h4 ♖c8 31.♕d2 a6 32.♘a3 ♖c7 33.a5 ♕c8 34.♖b3 ♗g4 35.♘d4 ♗xe2 36.♘e6 ♗h5 37.♘xc7 ♕xc7 38.♘c2 ♖f7 39.♘e1 ♗f8 40.♖hh3 ♗e7 41.♘d3 ♗d8 42.♖a3 ♕d7 43.♖g3 ♘c7 44.♖a1 ♘b5 45.♖f1 ♖xf1 46.♔xf1 ♕c7 47.♘b2 ♕xa5 48.♕xa5 ♗xa5 49.♘c4 ♗d8 50.♔e1 ♔f8 51.♖g2 ♔e8 52.♖g3 ♔d7 53.♘e3 ♘c3

White resigned.

The 1977 World Open is notable, as we witnessed the emergence of a young crop of American players, who would become dominant in the World Open and other tournaments for years to come.

Candid Camera

After two years in the Booster Section (under 1700), Joel Benjamin graduated to the Open section, His second year in the Open proved memorable as he established a USCF master rating at age 13. Although today a 13-year-old 2200 is commonplace, in 1977 it broke the record held by none other than Bobby Fischer for more than twenty years.

Coincidentally, an NBC program called the ‘Junior Hall of Fame’ (tennis star Tracey Austin was the most prominent subject) was preparing a segment on Joel at the time. A camera crew followed him around and filmed his climactic victory over a future IM from Philadelphia, Bruce Rind.

Game 9 Sicilian Defense

Joel Benjamin

Bruce Rind

5th World Open, Philadelphia 1977 (9)

1.♘f3 c5 2.e4 ♘c6 3.b3 d6 4.♗b5 ♗d7 5.0-0 e5 6.c3 ♘f6 7.♖e1 ♗e7 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 a6 10.♗xc6 ♗xc6 11.♘c3 0-0 12.♗b2 ♕a5 13.♕d2 ♖fe8 14.♖ad1 ♖ac8 15.h3 h6 16.♘h4 b5?!

There is no need to allow the knight to enter f5. Black should have kept approximate equality with the safer 16...♗d7.

17.♘f5 b4 18.dxe5! dxe5 19.♘d5 ♘xd5 20.exd5 ♗g5 21.♕d3

Overlooked was 21.♕e2! ♗xd5 (21...♗b5 22.♕g4 with multiple threats) 22.♘d6 and White wins the exchange comfortably.

21...♖cd8 22.♕g3 ♖xd5 23.h4 ♗f6 24.♘xh6+ ♔f8 25.♘g4 ♕d8

After 25...♕xa2 26.♖xd5 ♗xd5 27.♗xe5 ♗xe5 28.♘xe5 ♔g8 29.♖e3 Black’s unsafe king compensates for his dangerous queenside majority.

26.♖xd5 ♕xd5 27.♘xf6 gxf6 28.♕g4 a5 29.♗c1
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No doubt in time pressure, Rind succumbs to an optical illusion. He puts his rook in front of his king to offer protection, but by ceding the back rank, he dooms his king instead:

29...♖e6??

29...♖d8 30.♗e3 ♗d7 would have been very slightly preferable for White. His king is safer, and the h-pawn might become a factor.

30.♗h6+ ♔e7 31.♖d1 ♕e4 32.♕g8 ♗d5 33.f3

The poor black queen is yanked away from the defense of his bishop, leading to a crowd pleasing finish.

33...♕e2 34.♕f8+

Not 34.♖xd5?? ♕e1+ 35.♔h2 ♕xh4+ with perpetual, but now White wraps up with checks.

34...♔d7 35.♖xd5+ ♔c6 36.♕c5+ ♔b7 37.♖d7+ ♔a8 38.♕a7# 1-0

Joel shares his thoughts about the unusual situation. ‘It couldn’t have been a barrel of monkeys for a grown-up master to lose to a miniature person, barely five feet tall and a hundred pounds. I understood that even back then. So, I braced myself for impact when the cameraman asked if we might recreate some of the moves because he wasn’t able to get a good shot among the crowd! To my surprise, Rind agreed, and we went off into a corner, where my opponent relived the pleasure of having his king hunted down and trapped. Looking back on it, I greatly appreciate the fine show of sportsmanship from Bruce Rind.’

1978

In 1978, the World Open continued to break new barriers in both number of players and prize fund. The tournament drew over 1000 players for the very first time – a new record for American tournaments. The guaranteed prize fund of $40,000 was the largest ever awarded for any tournament in the world.

In the Chess Life & Review article on the tournament, Bill Goichberg wrote regarding the winners, ‘Seven players scored 7½-1½ to divide the prize money winning $1,600 each. IM Peter Biyiasas of Canada was first on tiebreak, followed by GM Florin Gheorghiu of Romania, IM Bernard Zuckerman of New York, GM Heikki Westerinen of Finland, U.S. Junior Champion Yasser Seirawan of Seattle, former Spanish Champion Javier Sanz, and Ingvar Asmundsson of Iceland. Jean Hébert of Montreal also scored 7½, but he accepted a class pairing in the last round and thus was limited to winning first prize in his class (2100-2199), which was $1,500.’ This was also Zuckerman’s second trip to the winner’s circle for this tournament. He was the first player to accomplish this feat. This next encounter was an important last round battle between Mike Valvo and Florin Gheorghiu. The Romanian GM needed a win with the black pieces if he was to tie for first.


Game 10 English Opening

Michael Valvo 2560

Florin Gheorghiu 2520

6th World Open, Philadelphia 1978 (9)

1.c4 c5 2.♘c3 b6 3.♘f3 ♘f6 4.g3 ♗b7 5.♗g2 e6 6.d4 cxd4 7.♕xd4 ♗e7 8.0-0 d6 9.b3 0-0 10.♗b2 a6 11.♖fe1 ♘bd7 12.e4 ♕c7 13.♕d2 ♖fe8 14.♘d4 ♗f8 15.♖ad1 ♖ad8 16.♘c2 ♕b8 17.♕f4 ♗a8 18.g4 ♘e5 19.g5 ♘g6 20.♕e3 ♘h5 21.♘e2
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21...d5 22.e5 ♘h4 23.♗f3 ♘xf3+ 24.♕xf3 g6 25.cxd5 ♗xd5 26.♕g4 ♗a8 27.♘e3 b5 28.h4 ♖xd1 29.♖xd1 ♖d8 30.♗d4 ♕b7 31.♕g2 ♕f3 32.♖d2 ♕xe2 0-1

1979

The 1979 World Open resulted in a 7-way tie for first place. First on tiebreaks was Haukur Angantysson of Iceland. Also tied for the top slot with 8/10 points were Tony Miles, Florin Gheorghiu, Walter Browne, Arthur Bisguier, Bernard Zuckerman and John Fedorowicz.

Florin Gheorghiu had become Romania’s first Grandmaster by earning the title in 1965. Notably, he beat Bobby Fischer at the Havana Olympiad of 1966. In the period of 1978-1981, Gheorghiu achieved success in a number of U.S. tournaments, tying for first in Lone Pine in 1979 and also having three successive first-place finishes at the U.S. Open from 1979-1981. Gheorghiu was also known for his exaggerated usage of the ‘exclam’ (!) in his annotated games. He called this next game ‘one of the most beautiful games of the 1979 World Open!’

Game 11 Old Indian Defense

Florin Gheorghiu 2540

Lawrence Day 2375

7th World Open, Philadelphia 1979

1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 d6 3.♘c3 c6 4.e4 e5 5.♘f3 ♕a5 6.♗d3 ♗g4 7.♗e3 ♘bd7 8.h3 ♗h5 9.g4 ♗g6 10.♘d2 h5 11.♘b3 ♕d8 12.g5 ♘h7 13.♖g1 ♗e7 14.h4 ♘hf8 15.d5 c5 16.♘d2 f6 17.♘f3 ♗f7 18.gxf6 ♗xf6 19.♘g5 a6 20.♗e2 ♗xg5 21.♗xg5 ♘f6 22.♕d2 ♕e7 23.0-0-0 ♘8d7 24.♖g3 0-0-0 25.♖dg1 ♖h7 26.♘d1 ♖f8 27.♗f1 ♗e8 28.♗h3 ♔b8 29.♕a5 ♔c8 30.♕b6 ♔b8 31.♕a5 ♔c8 32.♖b3 ♕d8 33.♕xd8+ ♔xd8 34.♖xb7 ♔c8 35.♖a7 ♔b8 36.♖xa6 ♘xe4 37.♘c3 ♔b7 38.♘xe4 ♔xa6 39.♘xd6 ♘f6 40.♗f5 ♖hh8 41.♗e3 g6 42.♗c8+ ♔b6 43.♘xe8 ♘xe8 44.♗e6 ♘d6 45.b4 ♘xc4 46.♗xc5+ ♔c7 47.♖xg6 ♖f4 48.♖g7+ ♔b8 49.d6 ♖d8 50.♗a7+

Black resigned.
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