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    THOMAS HARDY


    ENGLISH NOVELIST, SHORT STORY WRITER AND POET


    
      	Born in Dorchester, England in 1840.


      	Died in Dorchester, England in 1928.


      	
        Notable works:

        
          	Far from the Madding Crowd (1874), novel


          	The Return of the Native (1878), novel


          	The Mayor of Casterbridge: The Life and Death of a Man of Character (1886), novel

        

      

    


    Thomas Hardy was an English author whose life spanned both the Victorian and the Edwardian eras and who wrote about contemporary social issues, usually seen through the lives of central, tragic characters, both male and female, who struggled against the mores of their time. Coming from a poor family, but with a literate mother, Hardy left school at16 to become an architect, later continuing his education at King’s College London, and working there before leaving the city five years later to return to Dorset and pursue a career in writing. He married and then left his wife Emma, and although he remarried his secretary, Emma’s subsequent death had a profound effect on him and influenced much of his later poetry. After initially struggling for literary acceptance, his work gained in popularity and he became a respected writer and poet.


    Hardy was highly critical of many aspects of Victorian society, questioning accepted values on religion, marriage and class in the themes of his books, which were often set in the fictional county of Wessex. This led to harsh criticism from the more conservative of his contemporaries. He was a highly influential writer, with D.H. Lawrence (English writer and poet, 1885-1930) and W.H. Auden (English/American poet, 1907-1973) acknowledging a debt to him, and his novels are still hugely popular with contemporary readers.

  


  
    JUDE THE OBSCURE


    THE TRAGIC TALE OF A MAN TRYING TO FIND MEANING IN HIS LIFE


    
      	Genre: tragedy, drama


      	Reference edition: Hardy, T. (1995) Jude the Obscure. Ware: Wordsworth Editions Ltd.


      	1st edition: 1895


      	Themes: organised religion, marriage, gender roles, isolation, class

    


    First published in Harper's New Monthly Magazine as a heavily censored series, this was Thomas Hardy’s last published complete novel. The story is set in the fictional county of Wessex in Victorian England and follows the short life of Jude Fawley, an orphan from rural surroundings who is being raised by his aunt. Though he is inspired to follow his dreams and go to university by the local schoolmaster, his working class background means he that becomes a stonemason, with limited opportunities for advancement.


    The novel follows his life from boyhood to adulthood through two relationships, the birth of children, separation, personal and professional disappointment, suicide, murder and death, in both the countryside and the city of the period. It sheds a harsh light on the strict social and religious constraints of the time.


    On publication, the book’s critical reception was generally negative, mainly because it attacked all of the major cornerstone institutions of Victorian England, and Hardy vowed never to write another novel. This work later became admired for its forward-thinking and sometimes prescient ideas about societal changes by a new generation of intellectuals such as H.G.Wells (English writer, 1866 – 1946), and it is now considered a classic of social commentary. The free-spirited nature of its heroine, Sue, foreshadowed similar women in D.H.Lawrence’s works, most notably his female heroines in Women in Love and Sons and Lovers, and the book is now compulsory reading for students in many schools and universities.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    The novel takes place across a variety of settings in the fictional county of Wessex, during the Victorian period. The protagonist, Jude Fawley, is first introduced to us as an 11-year-old orphan, working in the fields of his local village to make a little money for his keep, whilst being raised by his working-class aunt Drusilla. At the start of the story Jude is helping the local schoolmaster, Richard Phillotson, to move his belongings as he sets out to improve himself in the nearby city of Christminster. Jude respects the man and is inspired to follow in his footsteps, and the city becomes a mythical place of hope in his eyes. As he continues to work as a stonemason to support himself, Jude reads and studies and plans to become an educated man.


    JUDE AND ARABELLA, RICHARD AND SUE


    Jude meets a local young woman called Arabella, the scheming daughter of a pigman. This marks his first relationship with a woman, and she tricks him into marriage by pretending that she is pregnant. Jude marries her and they stay in the village, where their relationship soon breaks down into recriminations. She soon leaves him and moves to Australia, and Jude pursues his old dream by moving to Christminster. He finds that although it is a centre of learning and religion, many doors are closed to him because he does not have the necessary contacts or money. He tries to enrol in university, but is not successful. Not to be thwarted, he continues to study and to work on local projects.


    Whilst walking around the city, Jude sees a beautiful young woman working in a religious shop as an artist, and becomes besotted with her. A visit to his aunt reveals that she is his cousin Sue, and his aunt warns him to stay away from her as the families only have bad luck in marriage. But he makes contact with her anyway and they form an intense bond, based on their intellectuality, their unconventional views on life and their feelings on being soul mates. When Sue loses her job by upsetting her religious landlady, Jude arranges for her to become an assistant teacher with Phillotson, who is a schoolmaster, having also failed to fulfil his hopes in Christminster.


    Phillotson quickly becomes enamoured of Sue and they become engaged, despite the fact that she and Jude are obviously deeply in love and fighting their true feelings. Although he agrees to give her away at the wedding, Jude is profoundly upset when they marry but realises that this is Sue’s best hope of real security. He vows to leave the newly married couple alone and they move away to run a school together.


    IGNORING CONVENTIONS


    Sue soon concludes that she cannot bear to have her husband near her physically, and although he is a kind and considerate husband, she comes to know that she is deeply unhappy. After meeting Jude again, she begs her husband to release her from the marriage, which he finally does. This action causes him to lose his job and he has to return to the village which he left to take a poorly paid position.


    Jude and Sue divorce their respective spouses and begin a relationship, but despite many false starts, they never actually marry, choosing to live together as if they are man and wife, a decision which was profoundly shocking at the time. They live an itinerant but happy life together, although Sue does not want a physical relationship initially. Jude accepts her decision.


    LITTLE FATHER TIME


    Arabella reappears in their lives, having come back from Australia, and tells Jude that they have a son together, who is still living abroad. She then asks him to take the boy into his care. Jude and Sue agree to this and the strange little boy, Little Father Time, who has the soul of an old man, appears in their lives. The couple later have two children of their own together and are immensely happy, but Jude falls ill and they decide to go back to Christminster to look for work. It is hard for them to find lodgings because they are unmarried and have children, and because Sue is pregnant again. They are forced to sleep apart on the first night and the children go with Sue.


    Little Father Time asks if they would have more chance in life if there were fewer children to house, and, not really thinking about what she is saying, Sue agrees with him. Sue goes to see Jude the next morning for breakfast, while the children sleep. When they return to the lodgings, Sue and Jude discover that Little Father Time has hung their two children and then killed himself. In shock, Sue loses the baby she is carrying. Later, she comes to feel this is a punishment for leaving her husband and bucking convention, and despite Jude’s protestations, she becomes religious again, leaves Jude and returns to Phillotson, whom she marries and lives with as a wife, accepting her situation as one that she deserves for trying to buck her place in life.


    Arabella sees her chance, gets Jude drunk and tricks him into marrying her again, which he does with no protest, resigned to his fate. He becomes sick again after going to meet Sue one last time and he dies alone in his lodgings, in his dream city of Christminster, while Arabella is out with the man she has selected to become her new husband.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    JUDE FAWLEY


    The eponymous protagonist is an orphan from a humble background, raised by his elderly aunt in a small village, where he aspires to better himself. We meet him aged11 as he watches his schoolteacher leave for the city of Christminster, and he resolves to emulate him by leaving his home to study at university. We then follow him on his path as he comes of age in the novel. Jude is representative of his time in that he plans a programme of self-improvement, something the Victorians embraced fully, but he is also a dreamer, compared in the novel to both Joseph and Don Quixote: “You are Joseph, the dreamer of dreams dear Jude. And Don Quixote” (Part Fourth, ch.1). Christminster becomes the place of hope for him, and even though he does not succeed in any of his endeavours when he finally arrives there, it remains always for him the land of opportunity, like the Celestial City for Christian in A Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan. However, his romantic, idealistic nature leads him to two doomed relationships which also help to derail his aspirations, turning him from a hopeful scholar to a tragic character. He is also thwarted by the societal constraints of the time on sex and marriage, and Hardy uses him as a representation of his own criticisms of the fundamental values of Victorian society.


    SUE BRIDEHEAD


    Sue is the cousin of Jude, with whom she continues a complicated relationship, despite marrying and then leaving the teacher, Richard Phillotson. Educated, a teacher herself, and creative and artistic, for some contemporary critics, Sue represented the new woman who was coming to the fore at that time, the bachelor feminist, and while Hardy did use her as such a representation, she is more complex than just a simple stereotype. Her views on marriage are surely Hardy’s: “I dare say it happens to a lot of women, only they submit and I kick” (Part Fourth, ch.2). She is portrayed as a tomboy, a spirit, even ethereal in her changing moods and whims. She has complicated, sensitive and nuanced responses to the emotional situations she finds herself in, and this reflects the difficulties she would have had behaving in this unconventional way as a woman in Victorian England. She is still subject to the gender expectations of the time and, like Jude, is ultimately a tragic figure as she has to conform to survive at the end of the novel.


    ARABELLA DONN


    Arabella is a poor girl from Jude’s village who is determined to marry him for her own betterment. She sets out to capture this rather naïve young man, playing on the romance of his character and finally tricking him into marrying her by pretending she is pregnant. She is thoughtless, self-obsessed and highly manipulative, and although she leaves Jude to go to Australia, she returns at intervals throughout his life to get what she needs from him and finally tricks him into marrying her for a second time. Her behaviour


    RICHARD PHILLOTSON


    

    AUNT DRUSILLA


    

    LITTLE FATHER TIME
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