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This is book three of the very popular series ‘150 Everyday Uses of English Prepositions’.

In this final book we take you from intermediate to advanced usage.

Prepositions are important for many reasons. They tell us the direction of the action and help us describe the details of what we want to say. Understanding them will also help your listening skills. This is because you will understand the details of what people are saying and not just the ‘general idea’.  

But the main reason you should learn them is because your English will sound absolutely awful if you don’t use them properly. I have taught thousands of students over the years and the one thing that I’ve noticed is that the use of prepositions causes trouble for everyone, even advanced students. 

Prepositions are literally the glue that sticks English together. Without them, it just sounds broken.

Most books just concentrate on the basic uses of prepositions (at 5 ‘o’ clock, on a bus etc etc). This book is for elementary to intermediate English students who want to take their English to the next level. In this book you will learn 150 everyday uses of prepositions.

This book will help you speak more fluently because:

Having a good understanding of prepositions will help you get a higher score in TOEFL and other tests.

It introduces the uses of prepositions in collocations. These are easy to remember blocks of language. So you just need to remember the block and not always have to guess which preposition to use. This will help a lot with fluency.

It also introduces lots of different phrasal verbs. You will be able to express yourself more fluently if you learn phrasal verbs.

All the prepositions are introduced in short, very easy to understand stories and articles. You will learn how they are used in real everyday language. There are also examples to help you really understand how to use them.

There are practice exercises at the end of each chapter so you can test your knowledge.

So learn these everyday uses of prepositions to make sure that you don’t speak in broken English. 

Before you get started

Also as a small publisher I rely on reviews to get my books noticed. Even if there are other reviews already, I really appreciate your feedback. Thank you very very much.
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Terrible television
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Part One

If there is one thing that England is good at it’s making absolutely terrible television shows and then exporting  them to the rest of the world.  You could say that our bad T.V is even more superior to the Americans.... and that’s very difficult because their television is diabolical.  A few years ago the proportion of reality shows on T.V was a actually pretty low.  But over the last 10 years there’s been an explosion of this nonsense on our screens.

Prepositions:

To export to (somewhere)...:

Example: Japan exports right hand drive cars to the UK.

The rest of (somewhere/something)...:

Example: I saw about half of the exhibit but didn’t have time to see the rest of it.

To be superior to (someone/something else)...:

Example: I find the old model of this car to be superior to the new one.

The proportion of (something)...:

Example: The proportion of kids failing maths at that school is pretty worrying.

On T.V...:

Example: I saw the news on TV.

An explosion of (something)...: 

Example: There’s been an explosion of good drama on TV recently.



Part Two

One type of show that is particularly popular is when they show families with naughty, out of control kids and their parents trying to cope with their bad behaviour. What usually happens is that an expert comes in, observes the family and then makes some common sense suggestions such as ‘perhaps it’s not a good idea to give your child Red Bull before bedtime’.

Prepositions:

To cope with (something/a situation)...:

Example: I find it hard to cope with working 2 jobs.

To come in (and do something)...:

Example: I think the boss will come in on Monday.



Part Three

Some of the parents are ok but most of them are just weak. They are always trying to negotiate with the child. This can be ok in a stable situation but by this point the child has absolutely no boundaries and is completely wild. Also the parents, usually due to stress and lack of sleep, are completely unreasonable. What surprises me is that the parents actually invite these camera crews into their houses so their kids can misbehave in front of an (inter)national audience! These shows are broadcast to a large audience so the kids and parents are being judged by millions of total strangers. 
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Prepositions:

By this point...:

Example: By this point I’m used to people asking me about my scar.

In front of (someone etc)...:

Example: We met in front of the local shop.

To broadcast to...:

Example: This show is broadcast to the London area.



Part Four

These shows are all the same. The expert tells the parents a few very simple things and then the parents suddenly ‘step up’ and gain control of the situation. Now I’m not opposed to a bit of mindless entertainment but anyone in possession of half a brain can see that these T.V companies are exploiting these poor families.

Prepositions:

To step up...:

Example: Now that he has a new baby he has to step up and help provide for his family.

To be opposed to: 

Example 1:  I am opposed to taxing charities.

Example 2: I am not opposed to taking a few months off of work, I just don’t know how we are going to pay for it.



Practice

Practice 1:

	The proportion....... my wage that goes into rent is crazy.

	England exports a lot of stuff.......Europe.

	There has been an explosion.......good music coming out of Asia recently.

	I left the rest.......my stuff at your house.

	This toothpaste is superior.......the other brands.

	There’s so much nonsense.......TV nowadays.


Answers:  of, to, of, of, to, on

Practice 2:

	The examiners will come......to organise the tests.

	It’s hard to cope.......the cold weather sometimes.


Answers:  in, with

Practice 3:

	Where does this radio show broadcast.......?

	.......this point I’d rather he just left.

	Do you smoke.......front.......your parents?


Answers: to, at, in, of

Practice 4:

	I’ve been messing around for a while but now I need to step.......and take things seriously.

	I’m not opposed.......hard work, I’d just rather not do it!


Answers: up, to
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Things are Easier Now?
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Part One

I think that one of the things that annoys me the most is when older people make out that young people have an easy time of it nowadays. They say that it was a lot harder before...in some ways they may be right and materialistically things are definitely more abundant now, but in other ways I think that things have never been harder for young people. 

Prepositions:

To make out that...:

Example: He always makes out that he is so busy, but I know that he isn’t really.

Hard(er) for...: 

Example: The older you are, the harder it is for you to lose weight.



Part Two

For example, when I was younger it was pretty easy to get a job. But nowadays young people have no faith in the job market. Even if you get a good degree there is no guarantee that you will get a good job. Before, if you had a degree in a professional field then it was likely that it would lead to a job. Also, even if you didn’t go into further education there was always the option of doing an apprenticeship, but nowadays they hardly even exist. 

Prepositions:

(To have) faith in...: 

Example: I have faith in you. I know you’ll pay me back as soon as you have enough money.

A degree in...: 

Example: She has a degree in archaeology.

To go into (a field)...:

Example: Some politicians go into business when they change careers.

(To have the) option of...:

Example: When I was younger you had the option of going straight to work at 16. Nowadays you have to be 18.



Part Three

I think that some young  people are finding getting a job so difficult that they are suffering from a loss of confidence. I worry that we have  a generation of people that have never had real job security and that they will become cynical about life. That said, maybe they just need to accept that the idea of a traditional job is finished. Also, through the internet they have the potential to do even better than they would have in a regular job (at least in some fields). I like to look on the bright side, so maybe we are entering an age where the possibilities for young people are just transitioning into being something different...not worse just different..

Prepositions:

To suffer from...:

Example: A lot of soldiers suffer from PTSD

A generation of...: 

Example: She comes from a generation of people who have grown up with the internet.

To be cynical about...:

Example: I am cynical about anyone who calls themselves a ‘guru’.

Look on the bright side...:

Example: I’m sorry you lost your job. But look on the bright side, you always said that you hated it there. Now you can do something else that you like.



Practice

Practice 1:

	I think that it is harder.......older people to learn how to drive.

	Don’t try to make.......that you were working. I know that you were just lazing about.


Answers:   for, out

Practice 2:

	As a boss you need to have faith.......your employees.

	I’ve got a degree.......engineering.

	I want to go.......Law when I’m older.

	Being self employed, I always have the option.......taking the day off.


Answers:   in, in, into, of

Practice 3:

	He suffers.......nightmares.

	In some countries there is a generation......unemployed people.

	I’m pretty cynical.......love.

	Look.......the bright side, at least you still have your health.


Answers:   from, of, about, on
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Hard Times and Positive Thinking


[image: ]


Part One

About five years ago I suddenly lost my job. After a few weeks I got into money troubles and started to panic. My friend said to me ‘not to worry, just claim unemployment benefit and you’ll be fine’. At first it was ok and you soon become accustomed to having very little money. But after a while you start to feel a little inferior to other people who are not just scraping by on little to nothing. You can shut out the negativity for a while by watching T.V and keeping yourself busy, but in the end you need to step up and sort yourself out.

Prepositions:

To get into (trouble)...:

Example: I always used to get into trouble when I drank alcohol, so I eventually quit.

Not to worry...:

Example:  A) I missed my train.

B) Not to worry, there’s another one in a five minutes.

To be accustomed to...:

Example: I’m pretty accustomed to hot weather so moving to Panama won’t be a problem.

To be inferior to...:

Example: British cars are generally inferior to German ones.

To scrape by...: 

Example: When I was in university I scraped by on £30 a week.

––––––––
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Little to no(thing)...:

Example: He does little to no work around the house.

To shut out (something)...:

Example: Because my house was so noisy when I was younger, now I’m good at just shutting out the noise and concentrating on my work.

To sort oneself out...:

Example: After I


Part Two





















Practice


	If you missed out, not.......worry we still have a lot more we can give you.

	Try not to get.......any trouble.

	I could scrape.......on my pension but I’d rather work part time as well.

	I’m not accustomed.......public speaking, but I’ll do my best.

	I always need a few days to sort myself.......after a holiday.

	This year’s wine is inferior.......last year’s.

	Sometimes it’s difficult to shut.......negativity.

	I earn little.......nothing at this job!




	I can get......on my wage but I’d like some more.

	I survived.......$10 a day when living in Asia.

	I know working for your dad is easy, but don’t you think that you should strike out.......your own?

	It’s best to enter into a business partnership with a degree.......caution.

	When I start a new project, I like to really commit......it.

	It’s not that I don’t want to, it’s just a matter.......lack of time.

	If you work hard, it will all work out.......you.

	I think she is the best thing.......ever happen to you.
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