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To God, who has always been there for me and led me in everything. I thank You so much for all the blessings You have given to me, especially my wonderful wife, Natalie, and two beautiful daughters. They are the best presents that I ever could receive.
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To Natalie, my loving wife, who has always stood by and loved me through it all, I am so grateful to have you by my side. I also wish to dedicate this book to the members of my church, your prayers, support, and faith mean so much to me.
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May this book glorify God and be a reflection of the love we share in His name.
8/31/2024
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Dear Readers,
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Poetry has always been a passion of mine, a love that began in childhood when my mom introduced it to me. Poetry has stayed with me over the years reminding me of the time I got to spend with my mom before her passing.
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One day, a parishioner of mine, Steve, stopped by my house and noticed some of my poems. Curious, he asked if I had written any religious poetry. I told him that I had and shared a few sonnets with him. With a smile, he suggested I translate the Bible into Shakespearean sonnets to make it more engaging for people. We discussed church matters and he went on his way, but his idea stuck with me.
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That conversation sparked a thought, and I decided to take on the challenge. As I worked on these sonnets, I found inspiration and believe they turned out quite well. While I wouldn’t suggest reading them as a replacement for the Bible, I do think they offer an alternate and creative way to reflect on and share the Bible’s message.
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Sincerely,  

Pastor Trent Karlsson
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Genesis




[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

I. Creation's Dawn (Genesis 1-2)
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In void and dark, the Spirit moved in grace,  

God spoke, and light from shadow took its place.  

Day split from night, and time began to run,  

With heavens stretched and earth beneath the sun. 

––––––––
[image: ]


The seas gave birth to life in every kind,  

From bird to beast, all by the Maker’s mind.  

The dust was shaped; from clay, a soul was born—  

Man breathed alive in Eden's perfect morn.  
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Yet in this bliss, temptation’s voice did creep,  

A serpent's tongue disturbed the tranquil deep.  

The fruit once bitten, innocence was shed,  

And knowledge stained the path where humans tread. 
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Yet still, within this broken, cursed land,  

Hope waits for those who trust His guiding hand.
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II. The Fall of Man (Genesis 3)
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Within the garden’s shade, the serpent’s hiss  

Brought doubt to Eve, who dared to taste the fruit.  

The knowledge gained, but lost was Eden’s bliss—  

For sin had spread and planted deep its root.  
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With shame and fear, they hid from God’s own voice,  

Their innocence exchanged for guilt and woe.  

In Adam’s fall, we find the fatal choice—  

The curse of toil, of sweat, and pain to sow.  

––––––––
[image: ]


Yet God, in mercy, clothed their naked frame,  

And promised one who’d crush the serpent’s head.  

Through toil and tears, they left the gates in shame,  

The weight of sin and death upon them spread.  
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But whispers of redemption still would ring—  

A shadow of the grace the Christ would bring.
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III. Cain and Abel (Genesis 4)
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Two brothers brought their offerings to the Lord,  

One’s fruits of toil, the other’s lambs of white.  

But Abel’s gift drew God’s approving word,  

While Cain, enraged, let envy shade his sight.  
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In fields alone, where shadows’ whispers grew,  

Cain struck his brother down with jealous hand.  

Blood cried from earth, and judgment swiftly flew—  

A restless wanderer marked by God’s command.  
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Yet mercy lingered in his guilty stride,  

For though condemned, he bore a shield of grace.  

From Cain’s dark path, new generations bide,  

To walk the earth, yet distant from God’s face.  
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In hatred’s grip, sin’s seeds were sown in blood,  

And brother’s love was drowned beneath that flood.
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IV. The Nephilim and Man’s Corruption (Genesis 6:1-8)
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When daughters born to men grew fair in sight,  

The sons of God took them as wives in sin.  

From these unholy bonds came giants’ might,  

Nephilim rose, the fallen ones within.  
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But as the earth grew dark with wicked ways,  

God grieved the hearts that strayed from His command.  

Each thought and deed corrupted all their days,  

Till judgment stirred—destruction by His hand.  
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Yet Noah found in God’s eyes favor bright,  

A righteous man amidst a world’s decay.  

Through coming wrath, he’d sail through endless night,  

Preserved by grace, as sin was washed away.  
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For even as man’s evil reached its height,  

God’s plan would guide a remnant to the light.
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V. The Great Flood (Genesis 6:9-9:17) 
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God warned of floods to sweep the earth in might,  

And Noah built an ark of sturdy wood.  

With every kind of beast and bird in flight,  

His family entered as the waters stood.  
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For forty days, the heavens opened wide,  

The fountains deep burst forth with raging tide.  

The wicked perished, swallowed in the flood,  

While Noah’s ark sailed safely o’er the mud.  
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At last, the rain did cease; the earth was still,  

A dove returned with olive branch in beak.  

The bow of promise arched above the hill—  

God’s vow to never flood the earth so bleak.  
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From Noah’s seed new nations would arise,  

A covenant of grace beneath the skies.
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VI. The Cursing of Canaan (Genesis 9:18-29)
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When flood’s retreat left earth a cleansing gift,  

New vineyards grew, and Noah drank of wine.  

In drunken shame, his garments fell adrift—  

A son’s contempt would stain the line divine. 
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Ham mocked his father’s nakedness in scorn,  

Yet Shem and Japheth turned their gaze away.  

With reverence, they clothed the man forlorn,  

While Ham’s descent bore Canaan’s curse to stay. 
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Though righteous Noah once was saved from wrath,  

Sin’s mark still tainted man’s frail flesh and bone.  

From Ham’s disgrace, a darker lineage hath  

Sprung nations wild, where God’s light dimly shone.  
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Yet even through such shadows cast by shame,  

God’s covenant endured, His purpose plain.
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VII. The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)
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Men gathered strong, with pride their only creed,  

To build a tower reaching heaven’s door.  

In unity of tongue, they sought to lead—  

To claim the sky and rise forevermore.  
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But God looked down upon their vain design,  

Confused their speech, and scattered all their dream.  

Their single tongue was split by His divine,  

And nations flowed from Babel’s broken scheme.  
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In pride, we build our towers tall and grand,  

And in our hearts, we still resist His reign.  

Yet scattered tongues and distant foreign lands  

Are part of grace to break our sinful chain.  
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For through the nations, God will call His own,  

Uniting all beneath His heavenly throne.
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VIII. The Call of Abram (Genesis 12:1-9)
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From Ur to Canaan, Abram heard the call,  

"Leave kin and land to seek the promised place."  

With faith alone, he left behind it all,  

To trust in God’s unseen, yet guiding grace.  
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"Your name shall rise, and nations spring from thee,  

In blessing, all the earth shall find their peace."  

Through desert sands and hills by God’s decree,  

He built an altar, where his prayers increase.  
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Yet famine came, and Egypt drew him near,  

Where lies would test his faith in darker days.  

But still, God’s hand preserved his path so clear,  

And led him forth through life’s uncertain maze.  
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For Abram’s seed would yet be multiplied,  

Though many trials would still befall his stride.
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