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THE ART OF CAPTAINCY







In an early season challenge that I both relished and viewed as an intriguing development, I was made captain of the MCC for the curtain-raiser against the county champions, Sussex. Now a lot has been said about me possibly leading my country one day. Well, what can someone at my stage of life and career say about that? Of course, it interests me, and I’ve had captaincy experience at age-group level, but it doesn’t drive me. It is not something I think about too much.

What was really good ahead of that early season game was that I was asked if I would like to talk to Mike Brearley, possibly the best captain of them all. Brearley is known as the brains behind England’s famous 1981 Ashes success, the man who not only got the best out of Ian Botham, but proved himself a cerebral as well as imaginative leader.

I guess the mere fact that England wanted me to talk to the great man suggested that they might see me as captaincy material somewhere down the line and I can only be encouraged by that, even though it’s a label I don’t want to endorse, because it’s such a long way off. In the short-term, this was an opportunity I was happy to grasp with both hands.

Not too long ago, players used to talk about the game a lot more after a day’s play, invariably over a pint of beer, and you would learn things and swap views in the most convivial of circumstances. The game has changed and there is not so much of that these days, which is a shame in many ways for my generation, but the modern world is so competitive, and lived at such a fast pace, that there is often no time in a crowded calendar for gatherings such as that.

This was different. This was an audience with one of the greatest brains the game has known, and I wanted to lap up every second. I must say again, though, that I have always believed captaincy is something you work out for yourself. You can take on as much advice as possible and talk to as many people as you can, but at the end of the day you have to do things your way.

I was fascinated to ask Mike whether, for instance, he liked to attack a player’s strengths or their weaknesses. He said that it depended on the situation and on your gut instincts. What quickly became evident is what a great man-manager Brearley is.

There is no real right or wrong way to captain a cricket side and when I came out of our meeting that’s the thought that was uppermost in my mind. I have played under four differing and impressive captains already for England – Michael Vaughan, Paul Collingwood, Andrew Strauss and Andrew Flintoff – and you can learn from all of them. Brearley’s The Art of Captaincy has become a textbook on how to lead a cricket side, and is as much about how to handle people as getting the tactics right, and that is very much how I see it. My dad bought that book for me when I was 14 but I’ll be honest and say that I haven’t read it properly yet – I was far more interested in Damon Hill’s Formula One book at the time – but meeting Brearley and talking cricket for three hours was probably far more beneficial.

In English cricket promising players go into the national system so early that they never really have a chance to gain captaincy experience, certainly not at county level, and I can see that’s a problem. One-time leading the MCC was not going to give me heaps of experience, but it was going to help.

The first thing I noticed when I was asked to captain the side was that both Steve Harmison and Matthew Hoggard were included in the team, which was going to be interesting for me. These two highly experienced members of the England side wasted no opportunity to take the mickey by sending me texts saying that they were going to refuse to do anything I asked them to do!

I enjoyed the banter and I enjoyed leading MCC. In a match like that, everyone has a personal and individual incentive for doing well, because they are either England players or players on the fringes of the side, and I had the total support of everyone in my first game as captain of a senior side.

To be honest, the captaincy wasn’t a big deal. The team pretty much ran itself and I wasn’t trying to impress with any particularly innovative or unusual decisions. The biggest thing for me was that I batted for five hours in the first innings to score 142 in our total of 425, and Hoggard, Harmison and Graham Onions bowled very well as Sussex replied with 385. The match petered out into a draw but it was a great start to the season.

The early weeks of the year continued to go well in the build-up to a summer that was to include Test series against the West Indies and India. I was in the runs for Essex, benefiting from the hours I had spent in the nets, working on defending the outside off-stump. Meanwhile we were coming to terms with the departure of a man who had become a big part of the England set-up. Duncan Fletcher, arguably the most significant figure in the advancement of the England side between 1999 and the pinnacle of winning the Ashes in 2005, had decided to stand down after the disappointment of the Caribbean World Cup.

It’s not for me to comment on what happened at the World Cup, but it was such a shame that Duncan’s highly successful reign should end on the sad note of Ashes and World Cup failure. It had been obvious for a while that Duncan was going to go and I guess it was the right time not just for him but also for the team. We were starting afresh with a new man at the helm, and it was no surprise to any of us that the new coach was Peter Moores.

To me, he was always the outstanding candidate to step into such big shoes. I had worked with Peter a lot at the academy and his track record, both with the second string and, before that, at Sussex, was unbelievably good. He is incredibly enthusiastic and leaves nothing to chance and it seemed a natural progression that he should be promoted. Not only was Peter Moores the right man for the job, but he was a product of our system, proof that it worked.

You could say that Duncan and Peter are like chalk and cheese. Fletcher is very quiet and reserved whereas Moores is far more open. Duncan had a unique ability to spot a technical flaw, particularly with a batsman, but Peter knows everything about individual players, including all his statistics. Moores lives and breathes cricket. His energy is unbelievable and he gets far more involved than Duncan did in running training sessions, throwing everything into them. I knew Peter would be good and I knew he would change the culture, because perhaps things had started to get just that little bit stale.

Duncan Fletcher had an outstanding record, of course, and even though I worked with him only towards the end of his tenure, I felt compelled to listen to anything he told me, because he was so astute, which is always the sign of a good coach. Specifically, he taught me about the forward press method of playing spin bowling, something of a Duncan speciality, and the need to get my hands a bit lower when I batted.

Change is always needed in any sport after a while, however good the coach is, because there has to be a limit to how much one person can pass on, and how often he can motivate a team. Sir Alex Ferguson is obviously an exception to this, and is still winning after more than 20 years with Manchester United, but in most cases there comes a time when you put a line under all that has been done and move on. This was the right time for that to happen to the England cricket team.

The other significant news was that Andy Flower was to become Peter’s number two and specialist batting coach. There are two things to say about this. The first is that this was a real blow for Essex. Andy was an extraordinarily talented player, clearly still good enough to score runs in county cricket for some time to come. We had lost Darren Gough to Yorkshire, Ronnie Irani to injury and now Andy to England, all in a short space of time, and that loss of experience was going to leave a big hole in my county side.

However, from an England point of view it was terrific news. Andy is very like Peter in the way he thinks about the game and they dovetail very well. I couldn’t resist smiling to myself because Andy knew my game extremely well and was a good friend. Knowing someone who was new to the set-up, and with whom I had a rapport, had to be good for me. Apart from anything else, when someone new comes in, you usually have to start all over again with a person you don’t know. I knew Andy was an excellent coach and an excellent person and I was delighted with his appointment.

Ottis Gibson joined as bowling coach, and so the new coaching team had defined areas of responsibility. I like talking about batting to other players because you can always pick up on little things here and there, but if there is anything specific that I’m concerned about, I would go to Andy. The bowlers have built a very good relationship with Ottis while Peter Moores oversees the whole thing. Then, early in 2008, Richard Halsall arrived as English cricket’s first specialist fielding coach. That coaching set-up is likely to take the England team forward for a number of years. I think any new regime takes time to become fully established, possibly as long as three or four years for results to be seen, but they will come.

Meanwhile, life at my county was changing, too. However much of my time is devoted to the national cause, I am very keen to retain my links with Essex. The departures of Flower, Irani and Gough ushered in a new era. When Mark Pettini was chosen to succeed Ronnie Irani and work alongside new coach Paul Grayson, he went from fringe player to Essex captain after just one full season of county cricket. Mark, also known as ‘Swampy’, is one of my best friends in the team, and we have shared a house in the Chelmsford area since the summer of 2005. Taking over as the youngest Essex captain of all time, at the age of 24, was an enormous challenge for him.

In many ways, 2007 turned out to be a very hard year for Mark, and I found it strange not being able to do anything to help him, knowing that I would have been there beside him if I had not been playing for England. To be honest, I didn’t think he should have taken the job at such an early stage of his career but now, a year on, I can see that it was good both for him and Essex.

If you had asked Mark a few months before his appointment whether he would become captain of Essex, he would have laughed, but it all happened very quickly. It is very much an Essex thing to promote from within at times of change, and it was exciting for him, because he had the chance to mould a young team in his own image and encourage players of promise to step up. He was able to shoulder the responsibility of moving Essex forward.

I was keen to be involved as much as possible, even from the outside, and I tried to offer any advice I could to Mark without being too pushy. I just wanted to be there for him and do my little bit to help advance the cause. I think as time goes on, and with some good young players around, this will turn out to be the start of a very successful period for Essex.

And the start of the 2007 season was very successful for England. We had to hit back after the winter and, without wishing to show them any disrespect, the West Indies were good opposition for us to face, because they were going through a transitional stage post Brian Lara.

After all the talk about my problems outside off-stump, and all the hard work I had put in to try to solve them, I couldn’t have wished for a better start to the Test season than a hundred and a man of the match award in the first game of a four-match series at Lord’s.

We were expected to win, and probably would have done so if weather had not played a part in turning the match into a draw, but the most notable aspect of what was a satisfactory performance from England was a first innings that contained no fewer than four individual centuries. We have been criticized for not getting enough first-innings hundreds but this time, as well as for me, there were centuries for Paul Collingwood, Ian Bell and, on debut, Matt Prior, who played absolutely brilliantly and with great fluency after being brought into the side as wicketkeeper-batsman.

West Indies may have been considered to be a shadow of the side who dominated the world game for such a long time, but their bowling, notably when Fidel Edwards came into the side, was pretty quick and hostile, and for us to get 553 for five declared was a terrific start for the new coaching team, a great way to put the winter behind us and a terrific fillip for me.

The big scoring theme continued as West Indies replied with 437, Monty Panesar taking six early season wickets, five of them lbws. Then Kevin Pietersen became our fifth centurion of the match, and I registered a second innings 65, as we attempted to score runs quickly and give ourselves enough time to bowl West Indies out to win the match.

The rain ensured that was not to be, but we made up for lost time in the Second Test at Headingley when we welcomed back Michael Vaughan, who had returned for the World Cup but then had to miss the First Test with a finger injury.

This was the first time I had played under England’s most successful Test captain and I was looking forward to it. Michael Vaughan demands respect, not just because he is the captain who won the Ashes for England, but also because he has such authority and is clearly highly regarded by the England players.

I quickly realized that Michael has the ability to create the right atmosphere within a team. He was always calm and collected, and never afraid to tinker in the field or be innovative with his field placings. He can treat the twin impostors of triumph and disaster just the same, and for a team it is far better to have a captain who transmits cool-headedness rather than one who kicks and screams when things go wrong. The best thing I can say about Vaughan’s brand of leadership, I guess, is that he makes you feel comfortable playing in his team, and I think that is what a good captain does, even though he is not afraid to tell someone if they are not doing what he wants them to do, or to make the hard decisions.

It may have been assumed that Michael was under pressure when he returned to take over the captaincy from Andrew Strauss, but the players certainly didn’t see it that way. Vaughan was the captain, deserved to be, and everyone was delighted to see him back.

You could tell what it meant to the team when the captain made a century in that comeback match on his home ground. Vaughan had been out of Test cricket for something like 18 months with a knee injury that could have ended his career. He watched on the sidelines while the England team, his England team, had played, and quite often struggled without him. Throughout all the solitary fitness work and bad times, when he might have questioned whether he would ever get back to the very top again, Michael Vaughan would have dreamed about returning to Test cricket with a century.

When he did so, Kevin Pietersen jumped on him and the England dressing room went mad. It was a lovely moment, not only for the captain but also for the team. We needed something to warm us up because that match in Leeds turned out to be one of the coldest on record for Test cricket. It was absolutely freezing and you could only pity the West Indies boys because this certainly wasn’t Caribbean weather! The best way we found to try to combat the arctic conditions was to take hand-warmers out on to the field with us. They are used mainly in pre-season and are basically like warm tea bags that we put in our pockets, but it did lead to the slightly curious sight of the England team with their hands in their pockets at every opportunity!

Just as significant as the return of the captain was the return, in this case after six years, of Ryan Sidebottom. Matthew Hoggard’s injury allowed one of the most consistent bowlers on the county circuit his chance, six years after he had played his solitary Test, and most people thought him to be a horses for courses selection to take advantage of any swing and seam that his old home ground had to offer. How wrong that assessment was.

Sidebottom turned out to be not a horse for a particular course, but a man for all seasons, a bowler who did so well on his return to international cricket that he went on to become England’s player of the year – an amazing turnaround for a genuinely nice guy.

As Ryan began to establish himself, so the discussions about why he hadn’t played for so long gathered apace. Duncan Fletcher must have had his reasons for not picking him – and it was widely assumed that Duncan felt Sidebottom wasn’t quite quick enough – but word had got around on the circuit about Ryan’s effectiveness and I think his early inclusion by Peter Moores was an indication that the new coach was going to pick people who were excelling in county cricket.

If Michael Vaughan scored a hundred and Ryan Sidebottom took eight wickets in the match as we recorded a thumping innings victory, they were both overshadowed by the biggest Test innings yet from Kevin Pietersen. Kevin’s 226 proved, if any proof were needed, that he has the ability to destroy any bowling attack. He plays shots that I can only dream of playing. I’ve said it before, but he really does have the ability to become one of England’s greatest ever batsmen.

It was an important victory. We needed to get back to winning ways and we continued in the same vein at both Old Trafford in the Third Test and Durham in the Fourth to take the series 3–0, the perfect start to the summer for us.

Manchester’s storm in a teacup, which frankly meant little to the players, was a pre-match story involving Michael Vaughan, Andrew Flintoff and use of the word ‘Fredalo’ in relation to England’s poor World Cup performance. Monty Panesar and Steve Harmison again bowled well on a hard and quick wicket, just as they had done against Pakistan at Old Trafford a year earlier.

There was another century for me, this time in the second innings, and an excellent rearguard from the West Indies in the final innings. They fell just 60 runs short of their target of 454 thanks in the main to the extraordinary Shivnarine Chanderpaul, who was close to impossible to dismiss throughout the series.

The West Indies had four wickets in hand on the last day, and there were those who wondered whether history was about to be made, but when the opposition are chasing that many, you are always confident that you will be all right in the end, as indeed we were, even though Chanderpaul finished unbeaten on 116. When you have to grind your way to victory like that, it is often even more rewarding than making all the running in the match, and our feelings of satisfaction afterwards were added to by the fact that the series was ours. Any Test series win is a significant achievement for any cricketer.

Durham was similarly satisfying, even though the earlier cold of Leeds had by now given way to wet weather, which made the North-East Test a thoroughly soggy experience – not that Paul Collingwood minded because he scored a hundred on his home ground, and England won by seven wickets.

A good job well done is how I would describe the series. Okay, perhaps West Indies were not the strongest but they showed enough promise to give hope to those who want cricket in the Caribbean to be restored to its former health. The only critical comment I would make about myself is that, even though I was delighted to score two centuries in the series, I had still to kick on to a really big hundred.

I guess that’s the next step in my career, but I don’t think it’s a question of a mental problem for me, failing to convert my hundreds into big ones or doubles. After all, I have got some big scores for Essex, so I think it’s just one of those things at the moment. Graham Gooch always told me that the first 50 is the hardest, the second 50 is the second hardest, the third one is slightly easier and the fourth is yours to cash in. I hope the day when I cash in will come soon.

Although my game is more suited to Test cricket, I want to play in one-day matches, and I really think I can play both forms of the game. Hence I was delighted with a century I scored for Essex against Surrey at Whitgift School. I think it proved the key to me being selected for the one-day series against the West Indies, so the timing could not have been better. I batted through the innings for my first limited-overs hundred and was subsequently called up by England for the two Twenty20 matches and three limited-overs internationals that followed the Test series. It was good for me to play in the Twenty20 matches, even though the game doesn’t exactly suit my style.

The rise and rise of Twenty20 cricket has gained momentum over the last year and it is clearly a game that the players and spectators enjoy. The way the game is going, you will definitely see more kids batting aggressively with all the money in Twenty20. But I sincerely hope and believe that Test cricket will remain the most significant form of the game. Yes, a good limited-overs game will always be great fun, and Twenty20 has increased that feel-good factor, but it is Test matches that people remember, and I hope it will always be that way.

That series marked the start of the split-captaincy system, with Paul Collingwood taking over from Michael Vaughan for the shorter forms of the game, a transition that seemed to be made very smoothly. The thing about those two is that they are friends and there is no ulterior motive to anything they do. Michael was quite happy to give up the one-day captaincy while Colly will never do anything to undermine the Test captain. It is a relationship that, as I write, is working well.

We shared the mini Twenty20 series and then lost the 50-over series, despite winning the first match at Lord’s, which was quite a disappointment, but this was a young side under a new captain and there were enough encouraging signs to believe that we were moving in the right direction. I didn’t score many runs, and I think that perhaps my shot selection wasn’t the greatest at times, but I was still an inexperienced one-day player. I need to play as much one-day cricket as possible to establish myself in that form of the game.

So the early season was, in the main, good, but the second half of 2007 was much more eventful. The series against India had everything.
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THE JELLY-BEAN AFFAIR




England’s Test series against India in 2007 was a closely fought affair, full of drama, controversy and great cricket. It had everything except, unfortunately, an England victory. Even though we triumphed in a fantastic one-day series against India, the Test campaign is one we look back on with more than a little regret, because we really should have earned a share of it, but instead England lost their first home Test series since Australia toured in 2001. We allowed that proud record of success, mainly achieved under Michael Vaughan, to slip through our fingers.

It was, almost certainly, the last series in England for some greats of the world game, including Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly, Anil Kumble and Rahul Dravid. It was also the series that, bizarrely, became dominated by a handful of jelly beans.

As the First Test at Lord’s approached, there was considerable uncertainty over our bowling attack. Steve Harmison was suffering with a hernia problem and Matthew Hoggard had a back spasm in the build-up to the first day. That meant that we went into the game against one of the most formidable batting line-ups in world cricket with our most inexperienced attack in years. Jimmy Anderson came in for his first home Test in almost three years and Chris Tremlett, who wasn’t in the original squad, made his Test debut ahead of Stuart Broad. It was also the first time that England had gone into a Test without any of the five bowlers who had won them the Ashes in 2005.

I think there was a general air of pessimism outside of our camp about our chances of bowling India out, but we had no doubts that we still had the ammunition for the job, and the inexperienced lads did outstandingly well after we had been bowled out for 298. I was annoyed to get out to one of Ganguly’s little swingers for 36. That lbw decision gave rise to speculation that I may have over-compensated for my earlier problems outside off-stump. Andrew Strauss batted really well for his 96 and was unlucky not to go on to his first century in 42 innings.

Then it was the turn of the young lads. Jimmy, one of my best friends in the England side, showed what he could do and I was delighted for him as he took five wickets. Ryan Sidebottom’s success story continued with four more, and Tremlett’s bounce proved problematical for India as he claimed Wasim Jaffer’s wicket, his first in Test cricket.

India had been bowled out for 201 and it was game on, even though the weather was not helping. I was lbw again in the second innings, this time to the more conventional swing of Zaheer Khan, who was to go on to have an outstanding series and prove a key figure in the summer, but Kevin Pietersen hit a century and we were in a good position to put pressure on India on the last day.

The weather forecast for that Monday was dreadful but it stayed dry for much of the day as we worked our way, slowly but surely, through the Indian batting line-up. There was some talk afterwards about our over rates but, quite honestly, considerable thought went in to taking wickets and there was no point in rushing through the overs just because the weather forecast was bad. As we all know, the forecasters can get it wrong and, in the end, it was not until tea that bad light became an issue.

A perilously close lbw shout by Monty Panesar to dismiss last man Sri Sreesanth was turned down by umpire Steve Bucknor, and if Monty had taken that last wicket, as we all believed he should have done, nobody would have been talking about England’s over rates. It just would not have become an issue. I certainly don’t think that was the reason why we drew the game. Soon after, the rain, which had affected the Test throughout, came down to save India from what we felt would be a thoroughly deserved defeat. Too much time had been lost, despite the fantastic new drainage system at Lord’s, and we went to Trent Bridge for the Second Test, convinced that we would be able to push home our advantage.

However, as it turned out, this was one of India’s best away wins in their history of 200 Tests abroad. It featured outstanding swing bowling from Zaheer Khan and R.P























ALASTAIR COOK IN TEST CRICKET



COMPILED BY VICTOR ISAACS







Test Career Record (2005/2006–2008) – up to and including Fourth Test v South Africa at The Oval
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1. v India at Nagpur 1–3 March 2006 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 393 (P.D.Collingwood 134*) & 297–3dec (A.N.Cook 104*); India 323 (M.J.Hoggard 6–57) & 260–6 (W.Jaffer 100)



1st innings    b I.K.Pathan            60

2nd innings    not out              104



Match highlights:

Test match debut aged 21 years and 66 days – the 26th youngest England debutant. Cook was the fifth English player to score a half-century and a century on his debut.



2. v India at Mohali 9–13 March 2006 – India won by 9 wickets

Toss: England

England 300 (A.Kumble 5–76) & 181; India 338 & 144–1



1st innings    lbw b I.K.Pathan              17

2nd innings    c M.S.Dhoni b M.M.Patel        2



3. v Sri Lanka at Lord’s 11–15 May 2006 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 551–6dec (M.E.Trescothick 106, K.P.Pietersen 158); Sri Lanka 192 & 537–9

(D.P.M.D.Jayawardene 119)



1st innings    c K.C.Sangakkara b M.F.Maharoof    89



4. v Sri Lanka at Birmingham 25–28 May 2006 – England won by 6 wickets

Toss: Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka 141 & 231 (M.G.Vandort 105); England 295 (K.P.Pietersen 142, M.Muralitharan 6–86) & 81–4



1st innings    lbw b M.Muralitharan        23

2nd innings    not out              34 



5. v Sri Lanka at Nottingham – 2–5 June 2006 – Sri Lanka won by 134 runs

Toss: Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka 231 & 322 (M.S.Panesar 5–78); England 229 & 190 (M.Muralitharan 8–70)



1st innings      b S.L.Malinga              24

2nd innings       lbw b M.Muralitharan        5



6. v Pakistan at Lord’s 13–17 July 2006 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 528–9dec (A.N.Cook 105, P.D.Collingwood 186, I.R.Bell 100*) & 296–8dec (A.J.Strauss 128); Pakistan 445 (Mohammad Yousuf 202) & 214–4



1st innings    b Mohammad Sami          105

2nd innings    c Mohammad Yousuf b Umar Gul    4



Match highlights:

He became the second youngest English batsman, after D.C.S. Compton, to record a century at Lord’s (aged 21 years and 200 days).



7. v Pakistan at Manchester 27–29 July 2006 – England won by an innings and 120 runs

Toss: Pakistan

Pakistan 119 (S.J.Harmison 6–19) & 222 (S.J.Harmison 5–57, M.S.Panesar 5–72); England 461–9dec (A.N.Cook 127, I.R.Bell 106*)



1st innings    lbw b Umar Gul1            27



8. v Pakistan at Leeds 4–8 August 2006 – England won by 167 runs

Toss: England

England 515 (K.P.Pietersen 135, I.R.Bell 119, Umar Gul 5–123) & 345 (A.J.Strauss 116); Pakistan 538 (Younis Khan 173, Mohammad Yousuf 192) & 155



1st innings    c and b Umar Gul           23

2nd innings    c Faisal Iqbal b Danish Kaneria    21



9. v Pakistan at The Oval 17–21 August 2006 – Match drawn

Toss: Pakistan

England 173 & 298–4; Pakistan 504 (Mohammad Yousuf 128)



1st innings    lbw b Shahid Nazir         40

2nd innings    lbw b Umar Gul               83



Match highlights:

This match ended at tea on the fourth day when Pakistan refused to take the field. The result was originally recorded as a concession victory to England but has now been changed to match drawn.



10.v Australia at Brisbane 23–27 November 2006 – Australia won by 277 runs

Toss: Australia

Australia 602–9dec (R.T.Ponting 196) & 202–1dec (J.L.Langer 100*); England 157 (G.D.McGrath 6–50) & 370



1st innings    c S.K.Warne b G.D.McGrath    11

2nd innings    c M.E.K.Hussey b S.K.Warne    43



11.v Australia at Adelaide 1–5 December 2006 – Australia won by 6 wickets

Toss: England

England 551–6dec (P.D.Collingwood 206, K.P.Pietersen 158) & 129; Australia 513 (R.T.Ponting 142, M.J.Clarke 124, M.J.Hoggard 7–109) & 168–4



1st innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b S.R.Clark        27

2nd innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b S.R.Clark        9



12.v Australia at Perth 14–18 December 2006 – Australia won by 206 runs

Toss: Australia

Australia 244 (M.S.Panesar 5–92) & 527–5dec (M.E.K.Hussey 103, M.J.Clarke 135*, A.C.Gilchrist 102*); England 215 & 350 (A.N.Cook 116)



1st innings    c J.L.Langer b G.D.McGrath      15

2nd innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b G.D.McGrath    116



Match highlights:

Cook hit his fourth Test match century and also became the 10th Test match batsman to record four Test centuries or more before they turned 22 years of age.



13.v Australia at Melbourne 26–28 December 2006 – Australia won by an innings and 99 runs

Toss: England

England 159 (S.K.Warne 5–39) & 161; Australia 419 (M.L.Hayden 153, A.Symonds 156)



1st innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b B.Lee         11

2nd innings    b S.R.Clark            20



Match highlights:

Cook passed 1,000 Test match runs during the second innings of this match. S.K. Warne took his 700th Test match wicket when he dismissed A.J. Strauss in England’s first innings.



14.v Australia at Sydney 2–5 January 2007 – Australia won by 10 wickets

Toss: England

England 291 & 147; Australia 393 & 46–0



1st innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b S.R.Clark        20

2nd innings    c A.C.Gilchrist b B.Lee         4



Match highlights:

England lost the Ashes by five games to nil – only the second time in Ashes history this result has been recorded.



15.v West Indies at Lord’s 17–21 May 2007 – Match drawn

Toss: West Indies

England 553–5dec (A.N.Cook 105, P.D.Collingwood 111, I.R.Bell 109*, M.J.Prior 126*) & 284–8dec (K.P.Pietersen 109); West Indies 437 (M.S.Panesar 6–129) & 89–0



1st innings    c D.J.Bravo b J.E.Taylor          105

2nd innings    c D.Ramdin b C.D.Collymore    65



16.v West Indies at Leeds 25–28 May 2007 – England won by an innings and 283 runs

Toss: England

England 570–7dec (M.P.Vaughan 103, K.P.Pietersen 226); West Indies 146

& 141



1st innings    lbw b C.H.Gayle            42



17.v West Indies at Manchester 7–11 June 2007 – England won by 60 runs

Toss: England

England 370 & 313 (A.N.Cook 106, D.J.G.Sammy 7–66); West Indies 229 & 394 (S.Chanderpaul 116*, M.S.Panesar 6–137)



1st innings    c D.J.Bravo b D.J.G.Sammy        60

2nd innings    lbw b C.H.Gayle           106



Match highlights:

Cook recorded his sixth Test match century (aged 22 years and 164 days). Only D.G. Bradman, G.A. Headley, G.S. Sobers, Javed Miandad, R.N. Harvey and S.R. Tendulkar have recorded six or more centuries by the same age.



18.v West Indies at Chester-le-Street 15–18 June 2007 – England won by 7 wickets

Toss: England

West Indies 287 (S.Chanderpaul 136*, R.J.Sidebottom 5–88) & 222 (M.S. Panesar 5–46); England 400 (P.D.Collingwood 128, F.H.Edwards 5–112) & 111–3



1st innings    c D.Ramdin b F.H.Edwards        13

2nd innings    c D.J.Bravo b D.B-L.Powell        7



19.v India at Lord’s 19–23 July 2007 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 298 & 282 (K.P.Pietersen 134, R.P.Singh 5–59); India 201 (J.M. Anderson 5–42) & 282–9



1st innings    lbw b S.C.Ganguly          36

2nd innings    lbw b Z.Khan            17



20.v India at Nottingham 27–31 July 2007 – India won by 7 wickets

Toss: India

England 198 & 355 (M.P.Vaughan 124, Z.Khan 5–75); India 481 & 73–3



1st innings    lbw b S.C.Ganguly        43

2nd innings    lbw b Z.Khan            23



Match highlights:

Cook passed 1,500 Test match runs during his first innings.



21.v India at The Oval 9–13 August 2007 – Match drawn

Toss: India

India 664 (A.Kumble 110*) & 180–6dec; England 345 & 369–6 (K.P.Pietersen 101)



1st innings    c R.P.Singh b A.Kumble        61

2nd innings    c V.V.S.Laxman b A.Kumble    43



22.v Sri Lanka at Kandy 1–5 December 2007 – Sri Lanka won by 88 runs

Toss: Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka 188 & 442–8dec (K.C.Sangakkara 152); England 281 (M.Muralitharan 6–55) & 261



1st innings    lbw b W.P.U.J.C.Vaas          0

2nd innings    c L.P.C.Silva b W.P.U.J.C.Vaas      4



Match highlights:

During England’s first innings, M. Muralitharan claimed the world record for wickets taken when he dismissed P.D. Collingwood.



23.v Sri Lanka at Colombo (SSC) 9–13 December 2007 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 351 (M.Muralitharan 5–116) & 250–3; Sri Lanka 548–9dec (M.G.Vandort 138, D.P.M.D.Jayawardene 195)



1st innings    lbw b S.L.Malinga            81

2nd innings    c D.P.M.D.Jayawardene b L.P.C.Silva    62



24.v Sri Lanka at Galle 18–22 December 2007 – Match drawn

Toss: England

Sri Lanka 499–8dec (D.P.M.D.Jayawardene 213*); England 81 & 251–6 (A.N.Cook 118)



1st innings    c H.A.P.W.Jayawardene b W.P.U.J.C.Vaas               13

2nd innings    c H.A.P.W.Jayawardene b U.W.M.B.C.A.Welegedara1    18



Match highlights:

Cook became the first Englishman to record seven centuries before his twenty-third birthday.



25.v New Zealand at Hamilton 5–9 March 2008 – New Zealand won by 189 runs

Toss: New Zealand

New Zealand 470 (L.R.P.L.Taylor 120) & 177–9dec (R.J.Sidebottom 6–49); England 348 & 110



1st innings    c sub (NKW Horsley) b C.S.Martin        38

2nd innings    c B.B.McCullum b K.D.Mills           13



26.v New Zealand at Wellington 13–17 March 2008 – England won by 126 runs

Toss: New Zealand

England 342 (T.R.Ambrose 102) & 293; New Zealand 198 (J.M.Anderson 5–73) & 311 (R.J.Sidebottom 5–105)



1st innings    c B.B.McCullum b J.D.P.Oram        44

2nd innings    c S.P.Fleming b K.D.Mills            60



Match highlights:

Cook passed 2,000 Test match runs during the second innings of this match.



27.v New Zealand at Napier 22–26 March 2008 – England won by 121 runs

Toss: England

England 253 (K.P.Pietersen 129, T.G.Southee 5–55) & 467–7dec (A.J.Strauss 177, I.R.Bell 110); New Zealand 168 (R.J.Sidebottom 7–47) & 431 (M.S.Panesar 6–126)



1st innings    b C.S.Martin                   2

2nd innings    c B.B.McCullum b J.S.Patel            37



28.v New Zealand at Lord’s 15–19 May 2008 – Match drawn

Toss: England

New Zealand 277 & 269–6 (J.D.P.Oram 101); England 319 (M.P.Vaughan 106, D.L.Vettori 5–69)



1st innings    c B.B.McCullum b C.S.Martin        61



29.v New Zealand at Manchester 23–26 May 2008 – England won by 6 wickets

Toss: New Zealand

New Zealand 381 (L.R.P.L.Taylor 154*) & 114 (M.S.Panesar 6–37); England 202 (D.L.Vettori 5–66) & 294–4 (A.J.Strauss 106)



1st innings    lbw b I.E.O’Brien              19

2nd innings    c J.A.H.Marshall b D.L.Vettori        28



30.v New Zealand at Nottingham 5–8 June 2008 – England won by an innings and 9 runs

Toss: New Zealand

England 364 (K.P.Pietersen 115); New Zealand 123 (J.M.Anderson 7–43) & 232 (R.J.Sidebottom 6–67)



1st innings    b K.D.Mills                6



30.v New Zealand at Nottingham 5–8 June 2008 – England won by an innings and 9 runs

Toss: New Zealand

England 364 (K.P.Pietersen 115); New Zealand 123 (J.M.Anderson 7–43) & 232 (R.J.Sidebottom 6–67)



1st innings    b K.D.Mills                6



31.v South Africa at Lord’s 10–14 July 2008 – Match drawn

Toss: South Africa

England 593–8dec (I.R.Bell 199, K.P.Pietersen 152); South Africa 247 (A.G.Prince 101) & 393–3dec (N.D.McKenzie 138, G.C.Smith 107, H.M.Amla 104*)



1st innings    c A.B.de Villiers b M.Morke        l60



32.v South Africa at Leeds 18–21 July 2008 – South Africa won by 10 wickets

Toss: South Africa

England 203 & 327; South Africa 522 (A.B.de Villiers 174, A.G.Prince 149) & 9–0



1st innings    c M.V.Boucher b M.Morkel        18

2nd innings    c H.M.Amla b J.H.Kallis               60



33.v South Africa at Birmingham 30 July–2 August 2008 – South Africa won by 5 wickets

Toss: England

England 231 & 363 (P.D.Collingwood 135); South Africa 314 & 283–5 (G.C.Smith 154*)



1st innings    c J.H.Kallis b A.Nel            76

2nd innings    c M.V.Boucher b M.Ntini            9



34.v South Africa at The Oval 7–11 August 2008 – England won by 6 wickets

Toss: South Africa

South Africa 194 & 318; England 316 (K.P.Pietersen 100, M.Ntini 5–94) & 198–4



1st innings    c M.V.Boucher b M.Ntini            39

2nd innings    c G.C.Smith b M.Ntini              67



Match highlights:

Cook passed 2,500 Test match runs during the second innings of this match.



35.v India at Chennai 11–15 December 2008 – India won by 6 wickets

Toss: England

England 316 (A.J.Strauss 123) & 311–9dec (A.J.Strauss 108, P.D.Collingwood 108); India 241 & 387–4 S.R.Tendulkar 103*)



1st innings    c Z.Khan b Harbhajan Singh        52

2nd innings    c M.S.Dhoni b I.Sharma             9



36.v India at Mohali 19–23 December 2008 – Match drawn

Toss: India

India 453 (G.Gambhir 179, R.S.Dravid 136) & 251–7dec; England 302 (K.P.Pietersen 144) & 64–1



1st innings    lbw b Z.Khan                  50

2nd innings    c V.V.S.Laxman b I.Sharma             10



37.v West Indies at Kingston 4–7 February 2009 – West Indies won by an innings and 23 runs

Toss: England

England 318 & 51 (J.E.Taylor 5–11); West Indies 392 (C.H.Gayle 104, R.R.Sarwan 107, S.C.J.Broad 5–85)



1st innings    c R.R.Sarwan b D.B-L.Powell        4

2nd innings    c D.S.Smith b J.E.Taylor            0



38.v West Indies at North Sound 13 February 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: West Indies

England 7–0; West Indies did not bat



1st innings    not out                    1



Match highlights:

Match was abandoned after just 10 balls due to the dangerously sandy outfield.



39.v West Indies at St Johns 15–19 February 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: West Indies

England 566–9dec (A.J.Strauss 169, P.D.Collingwood 113) & 221–8dec; West Indies 285 (G.P.Swann 5–57) & 370–9 (R.R.Sarwan 106)



1st innings    c D.S.Smith b C.H.Gayle            52

2nd innings    c D.S.Smith b R.O.Hinds            58



40.v West Indies at Bridgetown 26 February–2 March 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 600–6dec (A.J.Strauss 142, R.S.Bopara 104) & 279–2dec (A.N.Cook 139*); West Indies 749–9dec (R.R.Sarwan 291, D.Ramdin 166, G.P.Swann 5–165)



1st innings    c R.O.Hinds b J.E.Taylor            94

2nd innings    not out                  139



Match highlights:

Cook passed 3,000 Test match runs when he reached 97 in the second innings; and passed his previous career Test best in the second innings while recording his eighth Test century and his first since December 2007 at Galle in Sri Lanka.



41.v West Indies at Port of Spain 6–10 March 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 546–6dec (A.J.Strauss 142, P.D.Collingwood 161, M.J.Prior 131*) & 237–6dec (K.P.Pietersen 102); West Indies 544 (C.H.Gayle 102, S.Chanderpaul 147*, B.P.Nash 109) & 114–8



1st innings    c D.Ramdin b D.B-L.Powell            12

2nd innings    c D.Ramdin b R.O.Hinds            24



42.v West Indies at Lord’s 6–8 May 2009 – England won by 10 wickets

Toss: West Indies

England 377 (R.S.Bopara 143, F.H.Edwards 6–92) & 32–0; West Indies 152 (G.Onions 5–38) & 256



1st innings    b F.H.Edwards                35

2nd innings    not out                  14



43.v West Indies at Chester-le-Street 14–18 May 2009 – won by an innings and 83 runs

Toss: England

England 569–6dec (A.N.Cook 160, R.S.Bopara 108); West Indies 310 (R.R.Sarwan 100, J.M.Anderson 5–87) & 176



1st innings    c C.H.Gayle b S.J.Benn             160



Match highlights:

Cook recorded his ninth Test match century while also passing his previous career Test best.



44.v Australia at Cardiff 8–12 July 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: England

England 435 & 252; Australia 674–6dec (S.M.Katich 122, R.T.Ponting 150, M.J.North 125*, B.J.Haddin 121)



1st innings    c M.E.K.Hussey b B.W.Hilfenhaus        10

2nd innings    lbw b M.G.Johnson              6



45.v Australia at Lord’s 16–20 July 2009 – England won by 115 runs

Toss: England

England 425 (A.J.Strauss 161) & 311–6dec; Australia 215 & 406 (M.J.Clarke 136, A.Flintoff 5–92)



1st innings    lbw b M.G.Johnson              95

2nd innings    lbw b N.M.Hauritz               32



46.v Australia at Edgbaston 30 July-3 August 2009 – Match drawn

Toss: Australia

Australia 263 (J.M.Anderson 5–80) & 375–5 (M.J.Clarke 103*); England 376



1st innings    c G.A.Manou b P.M.Siddle            0



47.v Australia at Headingley 7–9 August 2009 – Australia won by an innings and 80 runs

Toss: England

England 102 (P.M.Siddle 5–21) & 263 (M.G.Johnson 5–69); Australia 445 (M.J.North 110, S.C.J.Broad 6–91)



1st innings    c M.J.Clarke b S.R.Clark            30

2nd innings    c B.J.Haddin b M.G.Johnson        30



48.v Australia at The Oval 20–23 August 2009 – won by 197 runs

Toss: England

England 332 & 373–9dec (I.J.L.Trott 119); Australia 160 (S.C.J.Broad 5–37) & 348 (M.E.K.Hussey 121)



1st innings    c R.T.Ponting b P.M.Siddle        10

2nd innings    c M.J.Clarke b M.J.North            9



Notes:

Passed 3,500 Test runs when he reached 10 in the first innings
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