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From Best Selling Author, Lexy Timms comes a new adult rock star romance. 
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Whisky Lullaby is gearing up for the Rock Star Royale competition. Each time they take the stage, the band grows more confident that they have an actual chance at succeeding. Things are heating up between Ashley and Logan, too, which couldn’t be better. 

Everything seems to be going at racing speeds, but life in the fast lane can sometimes end up in an awful crash-collision. 

When secrets, misunderstandings, and the fast lifestyle threaten to tear the band apart, can Logan hold everyone together? How much can his relationship with Ashley take before it begins to tear apart at its fragile seams? 

Is the risk of falling worth everything?

Find out in Whisky Melody.
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Little Lion Man by Mumford and Sons

The Cave by Mumford and Sons

Stubborn Love by The Lumineers

Home by Edward Shape & the Magnetic Zeros

Bridge by Boy and Bear

Rolling in the Deep by Adele

Rather Be by Clean Bandit

Eleanor Rigby by the Beatles

Clair de Lune by Claude Debussy

Autumn by Antonio Vivaldi
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Accelerando- Italian word that means to play faster, music will pick up speed at an increasing rate.

Accompaniment- A part of an additional performer to support and enhance a musical piece.

Air- A tune or melody for an instrument.

Aria- A song performed in an opera.

Allemande- A German dance from the Baroque era performed in 4/4 time and of moderate speed and tempo. 

Anthem- A short vocal composition for a full choir. A song full of pride and soul. 

Arabesque- Elaborate piano pieces of the early 19th or 20th centuries in the style of Claude Debussy.

Ballad- A folk song with four pieces from the 14th and 15th centuries.

Beat- The pulse of the music.

Brass- Brass section of the orchestra that features instruments such as trumpets, trombones, tubas and French horns.

Brio- An introduction to a piece that is played with brilliance and fire.

Cello- A member of the string instrumental family, and provides one of the deepest tones from a string instrument.

Chord- the Simultaneous sound of two or more notes.

Clef- The five lines used in musical notation.

Duet- A musical piece for two performers.

Fiddle- A folk instrument with an earthy tone.

Fuocoso- To play with passion, fiery.

Grave- To play slow and solemn.

Harmony- The flow of two or more notes in a song.

Hymn- A song of praise.

Interlude- Music between acts.

Jig- A lively dance.

Metronome- A device that helps a musician time beats.

Note- A single sound of music.

Octave- The interval of an eighth, which jumps from a high note to a low note, or vice versa.

Quartet- Composition for four musicians.

Rhapsody- A work free in form and inspiration.

Sonata- Music that is to be played rather than sung.
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Risk of Falling

By Whisky Lullaby

You can’t jump if you’re afraid to fall.

Might as well never leap at all.

There’s a past behind all of us,

coming up in the rearview...broken loves.

There’s a risk here.

There’s a gamble to take.

There’s a leap and fall coming near.

Is it one I can take?

The risk of falling, 

the risk of hurt, 

the risk of starting,

the risk of getting burned...

When I look at you, I feel alive.

Your arms around my body bring me to life.

I know I could lose out on more than my time.

You could take my heart and give me a goodbye.

There’s a risk here.

There’s a gamble to take.

There’s a leap and fall coming near.

Is it one I can take?

The risk of falling, 

the risk of hurt, 

the risk of starting,

the risk of getting burned...

There’s a risk here.

There’s a gamble to take.

There’s a leap and fall coming near.

Is it one I can take?

The risk of falling, 

the risk of hurt, 

the risk of starting,

the risk of getting burned...
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CHAPTER ONE
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The Cave exploded with noise, with cheers and applause and words shouted so loudly she could barely hear what they were saying. From the stage everyone looked different, smaller. The darkness hid their faces as a sudden thrill—equal parts fear and exhilaration—shot through Ashley.

So different, she thought, and it really was. Playing in a band was a far different experience than playing her cello for a small, intimate audience. She wasn’t used to rowdiness, nor had she ever felt such a sudden, feverish onslaught of emotions running through her body during a performance.

Music always made her feel so many things, but chief among them at that moment was one burning sensation: complete and utter desire, so strong it was almost crippling. She turned to look at Logan. His eyes were heavy-lidded, and his mouth turned upward in a devastatingly wicked smile that was as sexy as it was reassuring. Her heart pounded and her body, slick with the beginnings of sweat, trembled as heat flushed up and down her thighs at the mere sight of his alluring smile.

They left the stage and made their way into the back. After they cased their instruments and stored them away, Logan grabbed her hand and took off into the din and swelter of bodies that occupied The Cave.

Hands hit her back. People shouted at her and Logan. Her fear returned when a sudden riptide of people came between them, threatening to sever the tenuous connection of their joined hands.

“Man, you guys are gonna rock the Rock Star Royale!” That came from a willowy blonde with a set of pouty lips on her pretty face and perky breasts that jutted up from her thin body.

Jealousy seethed as the blonde grabbed Logan and tugged, pulling him to one side so hard his hand slipped out of Ashley’s. She gritted her teeth, trying to decide between acting like the crazy girlfriend or taking it in stride. She looked around and spotted Kaylee in the crowd, her face lit up and her eyes little more than slits.

Drunk again? Crap.

Logan managed to disentangle himself from the blonde’s possessive grip. The other members of the band were lost in the milling crowd. Sweat pooled under Ashley’s hairline, and she felt a sudden, almost panicky need for fresh air.

Logan obviously enjoyed the attention, admiration, and acceptance from the crowd. Ashley was okay with it to a degree, but she was torn between liking it and wanting to get as far away from it as possible. The storm of emotion she’d released onstage had left her feeling terrifyingly hollow, yet simultaneously too full, so off-kilter and unbalanced she could barely breathe.

Kaylee staggered up and wrapped her fingers around Ashley’s shoulder. Her eyes were open wider this time, but they were too bright, and her mouth was too loose. She peered closely at Ashley. “You’re wearing red lipstick.”

“Um...yeah. It was Lisa’s idea.”

Waves of liquor-scented breath washed over Ashley’s face and assaulted her nostrils as Kaylee let loose with a little squeal, hugged her hard, then shouted proudly, in liquor-exaggerated fashion, “Hey, everyone! She’s my cousin!”

Ashley managed a smile, but emotions spun through her again, too many to process. Logan had been swallowed up by the crowd, and she couldn’t see him anywhere.

More people surged toward her. She spun through the horde, pushed along by dancing people and arms that clapped her back. Hands grabbed at her, then sent her spinning farther from the spot where she had last seen Logan.

Disconcerted and a little dizzy, she gathered her courage and battled her way through the masses, pretending she was trying to traverse a jam-packed train platform in the city. Classical concerts didn’t have that kind of vibe; they were quiet, with only murmured chatter and muffled clapping. This, on the other hand, was beyond insane, and foreign to her. She’d never seen or heard such a reaction to the band before. Crazy! She had no other word to describe it.

When Ashley finally spotted Logan across the bar, a flare practically shot up, as red and bright and loud as the lipstick on her mouth. 

The blonde was back, standing all too close to Logan, with her arm draped around him. She held a cup of something extended over her head, one tan arm lifted upward in an exclamation of triumph at having captured him.

Oh, no you don’t! The words ricocheted around Ashley’s mind. She stalked over to them as inconspicuously as she could in a packed bar with people drunk and happy, then shouted above the noise, “Logan, can I see you for a minute?”

He gave her a grin and maneuvered his way out of the blonde’s grasp. “Yeah?” he said.

Ashley shot the other woman a death glare and took his hand, then guided him toward a small corner. The noise was deafening, and her panic rose another notch. Her lungs screamed for air, and her body itched with spent adrenaline.

“What’s up?” Logan asked, in a shout this time.

“I need some air!”

The party raged around them. Ashley could see that he wanted to stay, to take it all in, but he nodded and steered her toward the door. They ended up on the sidewalk, their bodies colliding with others as too many individuals entered and exited the doors all at the same time.

She charged down the sidewalk, moving fast, and Logan had to speed up to close the gap that was quickly forming between them. “Hey, Ash! Slow down, babe. What’s wrong?”

She drew an audible breath. “Not sure. I’m just on the verge of...a major freak-out. My nerves are shot, I guess.” Ringing echoed in her ears, so loud that she was willing to bet Logan could hear it if he leaned in close enough.

He nodded, and a glint of understanding illuminated his eyes. “Yeah, that can happen after a set. You okay?”

I would be if that stupid skank would stay as far away from you as possible. Somehow, she managed to keep those words from coming out of her mouth; the last thing she needed to do was act like a jealous girlfriend. He wasn’t interested in that kind of thing. Nobody is, she reasoned. Even she hated jealous possessiveness, and she’d gone through enough of it with her ex. She wasn’t about to let that come between her and Logan. “I think so. I-I just needed a minute to process, I guess.”

He tilted his head. “It’s a far cry from what you’re used to.”

A statement, not a question. She nodded. He reached for her, and she moved into his arms and snuggled against his chest. Her head ached slightly, and she wanted to just call it a night. She just wanted to take him back to the room and touch his body, feel his mouth pressing against hers. Logan was all the medicine Ashley needed.

She opened her mouth to say that very thing, but he spoke first. “Let’s get you cooled down and get back in there.”

“Can’t we just, you know...go?”

“Ash, our success at the Rock Star Royale depends on us having fans to back us. Nothing’s worse than a bunch of people cheering for bands other than
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