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  Dedication


For Robin, 
Thank you for reading!






  
  Scripture


“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting

On those who fear Him,

And His righteousness to children's children”

(Psalm 103:17) NKJV
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  1


“If Sawel and Sion can go to Angeline at the same time, why can't we?” My brother held my gaze. 
“Cam, why would we want to?”  I frowned.  
“Nar, I love you like a sister.”  Cam put his hands in his pocket.  
“I am your sister.”  I rolled my eyes.
“Exactly.  Don't tell anyone, but I kind of like you.”  Cam kept talking without hearing me.  
I huffed.  He had a bad habit of talking over me. It was hard to get anything through his hard head when he started jabbering. 
“Nar, honestly.  I'm kind of used to hanging out with The Lane Gang together.”  Cam continued.  
“Why did we name it that?”  I made a face.  
“I don't know.  I think it was Benny's lame idea.”  Cam shrugged as he referred to our friends from Angeline.  
“First off, we probably won't meet our significant others at the same time.”  I tried another angle.  Once Cam got an idea in his head, it was hard to talk him out of it.   
“Narina, just work with me.”  Cam's eyes narrowed.  
“Yeah, sure whatever.  You have to talk to Mr. Right about it and work it out with him.”  I rolled my eyes.  It was the only way I could think of to get him off of my back.  
“That's all I ask.”  Cam grinned like he had won a prize.  My brother walked down the hallway whistling.  
Mom came walking my way.  “What was all that about?”  
“Just Cam being Cam.”  I rolled my eyes.  
Mom chuckled.  “I was heading out for a swim. Do you want to come?”  
“Sounds perfect.”  I grinned.  
Mom rubbed her necklace, and we were both dressed in our swimwear.  
“This is really cute.”  I glanced down.  
“And it looks fabulous on you.”  Mom grinned.  “Come on.”  She opened the door and we both headed straight for the water.  







  
  2


Ipicked up the candle and smelled it. Really, how was I supposed to know what a good present was? People like candles, right? I made a face. 
“Does it smell that bad?”  A skeptical man walked over.  
I put the candle under his nose.  He winced.  I laughed. 
“Yeah, not that one.”  He shook his head no and smiled.  I watched him as he bent down and scanned the candles with his finger and landed on one.  He took the lid off and smelled it.  He put it under my nose.  “It's my Mom's favorite.”  He gave me a heart-stopping smile.
“Hey, Nar, what about this?”  My cousin Angel held up a figurine and saw me talking to the guy.  “I'll just...”  She disappeared back down the aisle she had come from.  
The man chuckled.  “What do you think?”  
“I think my Grams will love it.”  I took the candle from him and he put the lid back on.  
“Travis, by the way.”  He smiled.  “Nar, is that short for something?”  His eyes were curious.
I glanced over my shoulder.  Angel had kept up her part of the disappearing act.  Part of me was happy and the other part of me wanted back up.  I was used to having back up with Cam around, but he wasn't around either.  
“Yeah, Narina.”  I turned back towards him.  
“Does a last name go with that Narina?”  Travis's green eyes glistened with amusement.  
“Boik, like book, but not quite.”  I started rambling as I held the candle tighter to my chest.  
Travis had an intrigued smile on his face.  “That's kind of funny.”
“Funny?”  I tilted my head.  
Travis readjusted his stance, and I saw a necklace tucked slightly under his shirt.  He couldn't be... could he?  
“What's your last name?”  I finally asked.  
“Write.”  Travis grinned.  “As in W... R... I... T... E.”  He spelled it out.  
I didn't feel as nervous as I did a second ago as my lips curled up with amusement.  I put my hand on my hip.  “Let me get this straight. You're literally Mr. Write?”  
Travis laughed loudly.  “I haven't heard that one yet, but yeah.  I guess so.  Why?  Am I Mr. Right for you?”  He licked his bottom lip.  
I felt myself blush.  “Maybe.”  I found myself grinning.  
“What about this?”  Angel poked her head around the aisle.  “Or not.”  She made a face and disappeared.  
We both laughed.  
“I better go help her out.”  I took a step backward.  
Travis stepped with me.  “I feel like I'm invested.  What are we trying to find?”  
I glanced at him as I turned around.  He matched my every step.  “An anniversary present for my Grams and Gramps.”  
“Yeah, you might need more than a candle.”  He agreed.  
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  3


“Ican't believe you just found Mr. Write in the middle of a store.” Angel hissed. 
“He was kind of cute.”  I peeked out the window.  
Travis waved at me as he got into a truck. The warm feeling covering me like a blanket was unfamiliar, but I wanted more of it. Leaving him should have been easy, but it wasn't.   
“I'm never going to see him again anyway.  I don't see how it matters.”  I shrugged.  
Angel put the car in gear.  “He was wearing a necklace.” 
“Yeah, but I didn't see what it said.”  I protested.  
I knew where she was going with this. Every Storyteller had a soulmate. The odds of Travis being the right man for me was slim to none. 
“Write as in you write something, Nar?  Think about it.  He wasn't talking to me.  He was talking to you.”  Angel pointed out.  
“Cuz, I don't...”  I shook my head no.  
“Well, I do.” Angel nodded her head.  
“Cuz, you're being...”  I glanced in the mirror again.  Travis's truck turned in the opposite direction.  I sulked in my seat a little.  
“Honest.”  Angel suggested.  
I turned back to my cousin.  She flashed me a smile.  I rolled my eyes.  
“Let's get a milkshake.”  She suggested.  
“Now, you're speaking my language.”  I grinned.  
Angel turned up the radio and took off when the light turned green. At least she was singing to the radio instead of giving me ideas I really didn't need. Travis's face kept coming to mind. He was really nice. Too bad he wasn't Mr. Write for me. I took the milkshake my cousin handed me after she ordered. 
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The music was already blaring. I scanned the area for my Mom and Dad, but didn't see them. Cam wasn't around either. I frowned. 
“I put our gift on the gift table.”  Angel leaned towards my ear.  
“I didn't see it over there.”  I made a face.  
“It's the blue one.  Grams’ favorite color.”  Angel grinned. 
“It's shiny.”  I laughed.  
Angel nodded proudly. “Oh, I ran into Cam a minute ago.”
I shrugged.  “So?”
“He brought a date.”  Angel whispered. 
“No.”  My mouth fell open.  
Angel nodded.  
“How do you find out the best gossip first?”  I leaned back on my heels and forward on my toes.  The sand made me want to bury my feet.  
“Just lucky, I guess.”  Angel shrugged.  
We sang along to the next song and then got a drink.  Mine was almost gone when Angel froze.  “No way.”  
“What?”  I turned around and saw Travis standing there in trunks, no shirt.  “What's he doing here?”  I hissed at my cousin.  
She shrugged.  “This time we're both in the dark.”  
I felt a tap on my shoulder, so I turned around to see my older brother grinning next to a brunette.  “Hey Nar, I want you to meet Miss Write.”  
“Stop it Cam.”  She laughed self-consciously.  
“It has a nice ring to it.”  Cam was still grinning.  
She rolled her eyes.  “You can call me Jenna.”  
“Hi Jenna.”  Angel waved.  
“Hey.”  I glanced at my brother. 
“I hope you don't mind. I brought my brother Travis along.  Cam said it was fine, but so far...”  She glanced at my brother.  “I'm not sure if his compass is on straight.”  
I laughed.  
“Narina?”  Travis's voice came from my other side.  
“Hi.”  I felt a blush cover my cheeks.
“Wait, you know my sister?”  Cam's voice changed.  
“Yeah, we met earlier when she was picking out a gift for this...”  He gestured towards the party.  
“Well, that's actually perfect.”  Cam grinned.  “Now, we can go to Angeline together.”
“Excuse me?”  My brow raised.  
“Oh, I think Tru needs me.”  Angel took a step backward.  
“No, you don't.”  I grabbed my cousin's arm, and held her in place.  
“Nar, that's a little tight.”  Angel whispered.  
I loosened my grip. She pulled out of it, grinned, and took off running in the opposite direction.  I couldn't believe her. 
“Traitor!”  I called after her.  
Angel hugged Aunt Callie's neck.  She grinned like she was safe. Callie peered at her and then me.  I couldn't hear what Aunt Callie told my cousin, but they both started laughing.  I put a hand on my hip. 
“Cam, let's give them a minute.”  Jenna touched my brother's forearm.  
I didn't know what kind of power Jenna had over my brother, but he agreed immediately and they both walked away.  I stood there gaping at the void they had left.  
“And then there were two.”  Travis's voice snapped me out of it.
“Uh, hi.”  I refocused on him. 
Travis licked his lower lip.  “Walk with me a minute?”  
I scanned the immediate area.  “Okay.”  I agreed reluctantly.  I felt like I was being pushed into a corner.  
“So, my sister met Cam today.”  Travis's eyes shifted to mine.  
“Yeah, I gathered that.”  I bit my lower lip.  
“Apparently, she likes him.  But he is...”  Travis paused.  
“Kind of pushy?”  I offered.  
“You said it.”  Travis laughed.  “Well, he insisted I come here... Something about a ton of Storytellers and a chance I might meet someone...”  He paused for a second and leaned closer.  “I just came for the free food.”  
I laughed.  “Yeah, there is plenty of that.”  
Travis smiled in such a way his eyes sparkled.  “Let me try something.”  His steps slowed down. 
I slowed down with him, not sure what he would say or do next. He reached for my necklace and touched it.  A large blue flash filled up the horizon.  We were standing in Angeline.  My mouth fell open.        
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