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For every child who has ever imagined the perfect birthday...

May your wishes be as big as your imagination.

May your laughter fill every room.

May your heart always find reasons to celebrate.

May your birthdays be filled with love, friendship, wonderful surprises, and memories you'll treasure forever.

And may you always remember that one of the greatest gifts you can give is making someone else feel special.

This book is dedicated especially to Gwendolyn and Draxton, whose wonderful ideas, laughter, creativity, and endless imaginations helped bring The Birthday Wish Machine to life.

Thank you for dreaming with me, laughing with me, and filling these pages with your wonderful hearts.

May your birthday wishes—and all your dreams—always come true.

With all my love,

Grammy
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​The Birthday Machine

Hello.

I am the Birthday Wish Machine.

Please do not press any buttons.

Actually...

go ahead.

Everyone does.

Beep.

See?

I knew you would.

Now that you have officially activated me, I have one very important question.

What would you wish for if a magical machine could create the perfect birthday just for you?

Would you wish for a giant water park?

A shopping spree with no spending limit?

Front-row seats at your favorite concert?

A dragon ride through the clouds?

The best seats in the stadium for the biggest football game of the year?

A magical pet?

A treasure hunt?

Or maybe...

the world's largest bowl of Top Ramen?

Excellent choice.

Possibly strange.

But excellent.

Deep inside a colorful workshop filled with balloons, streamers, sparkles, confetti, and birthday magic, I wait for the next adventure to begin.

I am not an ordinary machine.

I do not run on batteries.

I do not plug into a wall.

I am powered by imagination...

kindness...

love...

and just a little bit of birthday magic.

Also, cake helps.

Every year, as birthdays draw near, I wake up with a cheerful...

Whirrrrr...

Click.

Ding!

Then my lights flash.

My buttons blink.

My glass globe sparkles.

And I begin creating the most amazing birthday adventures imaginable.

This year, I have chosen two very special children.

Gwendolyn and Draxton.

They are about to discover the birthday wishes waiting inside me.

But before I grant a single wish, I have one very important rule.

A shiny golden sign on my front reads:
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At first, Gwendolyn and Draxton are not sure this is fair.

After all, birthdays are supposed to be about cake, presents, balloons, and making wishes for yourself...

Right?

Hmm.

Interesting theory.

Not entirely correct.

You see, I know a secret.

The happiest birthdays are not always measured by the number of presents you open.

Sometimes they are measured by the number of smiles you help create.

Join Gwendolyn and Draxton as they plan unforgettable birthday adventures for the people they love.

Along the way, you will discover shopping sprees, football games, roller coasters, water slides, dragons, giant bowls of Top Ramen, and a few hilarious surprises that nobody saw coming.

Especially me.

And I am the Birthday Wish Machine.

I usually see everything coming.

So before you turn the page...

Think carefully.

If I appeared in front of you today...

What would your birthday wish be?
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​The Rule Nobody Expected
 

Gwendolyn was eleven and a half years old and considered herself quite experienced when it came to birthdays.

She had celebrated plenty of them.

She knew birthdays required planning.

Important planning.

Cake planning.

Present planning.

Outfit planning.

Fun planning.

Possibly even sparkle planning.

Draxton, on the other hand, was counting down the days until July 10, when he would finally turn eight.

To Draxton, birthdays meant cake, presents, surprises, adventure...

and hopefully something involving roller coasters, water slides, cats, dragons, or Top Ramen.

Possibly all at once.

So when Gwendolyn and Draxton discovered the mysterious Birthday Wish Machine, they were certain it could create the greatest birthdays ever.

What they didn't know...

was that the Birthday Wish Machine had one very surprising rule.

Deep inside a colorful workshop filled with balloons, streamers, confetti, sparkles, and birthday magic stood the most unusual machine they had ever seen.

Brightly colored gears slowly turned.

Golden pipes curled in every direction.

Lights blinked pink...

blue...

green...

purple...

and gold.

At the very top, a giant glass globe swirled with shimmering stars that danced like tiny birthday wishes.

Draxton's eyes grew wide. "This is AWESOME!"

He hurried toward the machine and reached for a giant shiny red button.

"Wait!" Gwendolyn said, gently catching his arm. "We don't even know what that button does."

Draxton grinned. "That's what makes it exciting."

Gwendolyn shook her head, but she couldn't help smiling.

That sounded exactly like her little brother.

Gwendolyn liked to stop and think before making a decision.

Draxton preferred adventures first...

and explanations later.

Before either of them could move—

Whirrrrr...

Click.

Ding!

The Birthday Wish Machine came to life.

Its lights twinkled.

Its gears spun happily.

A cheerful birthday tune filled the room.

The machine stretched with a contented little hum.

"Ohhh...that's much better!"

Its lights blinked as if it were waking from a very long nap.

"Do you know how boring it is waiting an entire year for birthday season?"

It paused.

"I counted."

"Very slowly."

Gwendolyn blinked. "It talks!"

"Of course I talk," replied the machine.

"How else would I explain the confetti?"

A tiny burst of confetti popped from the top.

One single piece floated gently onto Draxton's head.

The machine gave a pleased little hum.

"See?"

"It happens."

Draxton grinned. "I already like this machine."

"I was hoping you would," the Birthday Wish Machine replied.

"I've been looking forward to meeting both of you."

Then it tilted slightly toward Draxton.

"Especially you."

Draxton pointed to himself. "Me?"

"You look like someone who presses mysterious buttons."

Draxton thought about that.

Then he nodded. "I do."

"I suspected as much." Gwendolyn laughed softly.

A tiny golden door suddenly popped open.

Out floated two sparkling envelopes.

One was addressed to GWENDOLYN in glittering pink letters.

The other read DRAXTON in bright blue.

The children stared.

"You open yours first," said Draxton.

"No, you open yours," Gwendolyn replied.

They smiled.

"Together!"

They opened their envelopes at exactly the same time.

Inside each one was a beautiful golden card.

Gwendolyn read aloud.

"Dear Gwendolyn..."

"Before your birthday wish can be granted, you must complete your first Birthday Mission."

"Create the perfect birthday for someone you love."

Draxton looked down at his own card. "Mine says the same thing!"

The Birthday Wish Machine gave a cheerful beep.

"I was wondering how long it would take you to notice."

Draxton frowned. "Wait a minute."

"I thought this machine was supposed to help with our birthdays."

"It will," the machine said warmly.

"But first..."

Its lights glowed a little softer.

"I need to know something very important."

The front of the machine became a giant glowing screen.

One by one, colorful pictures floated across it.

Mom.

Dad.

Grandma.

Grandpa.

Brother.

Sister.

Best Friend.

Teacher.

Neighbor.

Anyone You Love.

The Birthday Wish Machine spoke gently.

"Before I help make your birthday unforgettable..."

"Tell me..."

"Whose birthday would you love to make unforgettable?"

Gwendolyn looked at the pictures.

She thought about everything Mom did for their family.

The hugs.

The help.

The busy days.

The love.

Then she smiled. "I know." She gently tapped Mom's picture.

Draxton didn't hesitate. "Dad!"

The Birthday Wish Machine beamed.

"I had a feeling those would be your choices."

Its lights twinkled happily.

"You've just passed the very first test."

"The first test?" asked Gwendolyn.

"The easiest one," said the machine.

Draxton's eyes widened. "There's a harder one?"

"Oh, yes."

The machine's lights glowed warmly.

"The harder part is figuring out what would make someone else happier than you've ever imagined."

The workshop grew quiet.

Gwendolyn thought again about her mom.

Draxton remembered all the adventures he loved sharing with his dad.

Maybe planning someone else's birthday really could be exciting.

Maybe even...

magical.

Slowly, a giant red button rose from the top of the machine.

The Birthday Wish Machine gave a delighted little wiggle.

"Oh, good."

"You've been waiting to press this all morning."

Draxton stared at the button. "You mean..."

"We press it," Gwendolyn said.

"Exactly," said the machine.

Above the button, glowing golden letters appeared.

MISSION ONE

READY TO BEGIN

Gwendolyn looked at Draxton. "Ready?"

Draxton grinned. "I've been ready since I saw the button."

Together...

they pressed it.

Instantly, balloons floated down from the ceiling.

Confetti danced through the air.

Music filled the workshop.

The Birthday Wish Machine glowed brighter than ever.

"I do love a good beginning," it said happily.

One final message appeared across the screen.

THE HAPPIEST BIRTHDAYS BEGIN WHEN YOU MAKE SOMEONE ELSE FEEL SPECIAL.

Gwendolyn and Draxton smiled.

They weren't quite sure what that meant yet.

But they were about to discover something wonderful.

Sometimes...

the greatest birthday gift isn't the one you receive.

It's the one you give.

The Birthday Wish Machine hummed thoughtfully.

"Before I can plan the perfect birthdays..."

"I need to get to know my two newest friends."

Its screen flashed brightly.

BIRTHDAY PROFILE SCAN BEGINNING...

PLEASE STAND BY.

A tiny pause.

STANDING BY IS OPTIONAL.

WIGGLING WITH EXCITEMENT IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE.

Draxton
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