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MNIGHT BROUGHT NO
DESIRE FOR SLEEP
TO BRACCHUS... IT
WAS A TIME FOR
CELEBRATION/ THE
FEAST OF APOLLO
WOULD BRING THE
BIGGEST CROWDS
OF THE YEAR AND
HE COULD NOT
RESIST A LAST
JUBILANT REVIEW
TO MAKE SURE HIS
DOMAIN WAS IN
READINESS...

|

HERE! YOU NEED THIS MORAN
ME/ YOU HEAR DOWN THERE?
GONNA BE FOOD FOR THE
BIG CATS... GONNA MAKE
ME A BIG SUCCESS!

WAIT! WHOZAT?

WHAT'RE YOou

DOIN' HERE? NO-
BODY'S ALLOWED

HERE TILL

™ GET OUT OF
MY ARENA!

TOMORROW.

=

M

4 ,,/4/5!1]

CHEER UP, BEASTS! \
TONIGH' I DINED WITH <
THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR!
V/\  TOMORROW...YOURE GONNA
FATTEN ON CHRISHANS!

L e emmmea” THISH IS
= ALL MINE!
MAKIN’ ME RICH.. |
FAMOUS...
POWERFYL!

THAT NOISE!
SOUNDS LIKE
ANIMALS BEING
A RELEASED FROM
3 THEIR CAGES!

0’0'.1]
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A WARREN MAGAZINE 35¢

CREE

MORE Pages! e b
MORE Stories! Y “
MORE FEAR! /. }
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OUTSIDE, THE RAIN STARTED AGAIN,

T-THAT
SMELL ...

USED TO BE COUSIN
JED'S ROOM , HE TOOK
SICK AND DIED. IT WAS
A WHILE ‘FORE WE COULD
TAKE CARE OF HIM ...
\_T'S AIRIN' OuT Now !

DRIVING AND HARD, AS THOUGH
NATURE (TSELF WAS CONFIRMING
WHITE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO STAY
THE NIGHT IN THE STRANGE
HOUSEHOLD...

THEY MUST BE

SOME KIND OF MUTANTS
GENES GONE. WILD... PRODUCING

EXHAUSTION OVERTOOK FEAR AND
WHITE ENTERED A FITFUL SLUMBER
«.BUT NOT FOR LONG...

WHITE'S FRAYED NERVES COULD
TAKE. NO MORE ... HE DRESSED
HURRIEDLY AND MOVED WITH
CAUTION TO THE DOOR...

WHAT! WHAT 2/ THE THING !
IT'S SCREAMING AGAIN!

CAN'T TAKE MUCH MORE OF

THIS! I'M GETTING ouT!

WAIT! SOMEONE'S MOVING.
DOWN THE STAIRS !

)

WHAT'VE 1 GOTTEN MYSELF "3
INTO ? IF THOSE LOOK AS BAD
AS THEY DO, WHAT CAN THAT..,
7-THING ... BE LIKEZ
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OUR CHAMPION GLADIATOR,
CASSIUS, WAS TO HAVE DONE /:
BATTLE WITH THEBUS THE
GREEK...INSTEAD, I HAVE

MEET AN INTERESTING
NEW CHALLENGER--

FELLOW CITIZENS!
I WISH TO ANNOUNCE
A CHANGE IN TODAY'S
P MATCHES! A CHANGE
WHICH I KNOW WILL
HEIGHTEN YOUR
PLEASURE/

--JUST ARRIVED
FROM SFA/

BRACCHUS!

Wi
MARVELOUS,Z—_/ T BELIEVE YOUR HIGHNESS
BRACCHUS! WHAT HAS RECENTLY ACQUIRED
A SPECTACLE/ A NEW BATCH OF
TOMORROW IS THE | CHRISTIANS...BY A
FEAST OF APOLLO... STRANGE COINCIDENCE,
HOW CAN YOu I HAVE RECENTLY AC-
HOPE TO TOP f” QUIRED A NEW BATCH OF
LIONS...AND TIGERS!
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I'LL FOLLOW HIM! PROBABLY'LL LEAD ME TO

]

A WAY OUT OF THIS MAD HOUSE ! A

LIGHTNING FLASHES PUNCTUATED WITH CLAPS OF
THUNDER ENABLED WHITE TO KEEP UP WITH THE
WEIRD FORM DESCENDING INTO THE PITCH BLACK-
NESS OF THE ANCIENT HOUSE. pg

BLAST THIS HOUSE AND ITS LACK OF &
LIGHTS! THIS 15 A CELLAR ! I'VE FOLLOWED
HIM PAST THE OUTSIDE POORS !

HE'S TOSSING THE FOOD INTO THAT HOLE ... MUST Wou FnsHeD YES, MAW.! WAIT! I HEAR SOME-
BE THE PJT WHERE THEY KEEP HER./ THAT'S WHY FEEDING HER, ) ONE BREATHING ! IT'S THE
ALL THE SCREAMING ... [T'S FEEDING TIME ! SON?Z STRANGER ./ HE'S DOWN HERE !
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Steve Ditko, as much a master of the horror story as of the
superheroic exploits of Spider-Man and the genre-straddling
Dr. Strange, both of which he was just abandoning around
the time he began working for Warren . . .

George Tuska, one of the best artists drawing Charlie Biro's
Crime Does Not Pay comics a decade and a half earlier, when
crime comics were all the rage . . .

Gene Colan, who'd emerged from the pack drawing Sub-
Mariner and Iron Man for Marvel, but who showed he could
build on all those horror stories he'd drawn for Timely/Marvel
in the early '50s, with an illustrative style to die for . . .

Manny Stallman drew just one story included in this volume,
but he really drew the hell out of it, and showed why many
consider him a much-underrated artist of the period . . .

And then there was this guy “Jay Taycee,” who contributed
a couple of terror tales herein. He had a simpler, down-to-
earth style, yet it seemed to fit right in amid all the EC alumni
and their successors. (And why not? Turns out that name
was really just a cover for Johnny Craig, who'd written,
drawn, and even edited for EC during its primo period!)

Even the next generation of horror comics artists was repre-
sented, in its way. The letters page in Creepy #6 sports a
letter from a young Frank Brunner. By decade’s end, he,
Bernie Wrightson, Jeff Jones, Bruce Jones, Michael Kaluta,
and a few others would carry the legacy of EC—and, yes, of
Creepy, as well—in new directions in both black-and-white
horror comics and the color “mystery mags” that were the
Comics Code-approved stepchildren of EC and Warren. It's
only a short step (and a switch from one-off O. Henry-style

stories to continuing characters) from Graham “Ghastly”
Ingels to Bernie (then Berni) Wrightson's Swamp Thing . . .
from Jack Davis or Wally Wood to Brunner’s Dr. Strange and
Man-Thing . . . from Al Williamson to Kaluta’s “Pellucidar”
and moody Shadow.

In its way, Creepy in its 1964-67 incarnation was a bridge
between EC and some of the best work that's been done in
comics since.

But Warren’s Creepy was far more than just a waystation, a
signpost pointing to the future.

At its best—and the issues included in this volume definitely
represent some of that best—Creepy represented a landmark
of comic art and story.

It's damn well time—past time, really—that this material
was gathered between hard covers to sit on bookshelves
between the EC Archives and reprints of the best of DC,
Marvel, et al.

Stand aside, Crypt-Keeper! Make way, Green Lantern and
Spider-Man!

Uncle Creepy can hold his own with the best of you!

Roy Thomas has been a comic-book witer and often editor since 1965. He is
probably most noted as wrter/editor of the frst decade of Marvel's Conan comics
and as witer of such Marvel titles as The Avengers, The X-Men, et al. He s the
author of such books as Stan Lee's Amazing Marvel Universe, Conan: The
Ultimate Guide to the World's Most Savage Barbarian, and (with Peter Sanderson)
The Marvel Vault. He also coscripted the films Fire and Ice (caproduced by Frank
Frazetta) and Conan the Destroyer (with Amold Schwarzeneggen). He currently
adapts lterary classics for the Marvel llustrated series and edits the comics-
Hhistory magazine Alter Ego for TwoMorrows Publishing
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NOW YOU SEE WHY...PA ALWAYS SAID WE WERE
DIFFERENT FROM YOU OTHER FOLKs! WE'VE
STAYED OFF UP HERE TO OURSELVES... FAMILY
USED TO BE BIG ... NOW THERE'S JusT THE
THREE OF US! ME, MY SON, HERE, AND--

B-BUT THAT ) IT'S THE THING! | MY OTHER CHILD! PA

HORRIBLE </ WE GOTTA KEEP | SAID SHE'S TOO
SCREAM... ) HER LOCKED /SCARY AND DANGER-
AWAY./ ous To BE SEEN BY
ANYONE ! ORVE EM,

EASY, STRANGER !
THEY AIN'T NO LIGHTS! ) OTHER SENSES WORK
MAW AND 1 GOT NO EXTRA GooD! WE GET
USE. FOR 'EM ./

- THE THING IN WHAT WAS THATZ

TURN ON SOME.

WE'RE BLIND... BUT OUR

ALONG FINE!

YOU COME ON )N-NO...I " DON'T BE FOOLISH,
THINK I'D | STRANGER! WE'RE
BETTER BE | MILES FROM ANY
KIND OF FOLKS OR
7  TOWN AND THESE
HILLS ARE FULL OF
WILD ANIMALS! YOU

BEST STAY HERE!

13
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TIME TO GET DOWN TO NMUTS AND BOLTS, BEASTIES ...OUR MECHANICAL MARVEL
HAS RETURNED AGAIN! WATCH YOU DON'T GET STRANGLED BY THE TICKER-TAPE AS
WE JOIN...

ADAM [INK
IN BUSINESS!

IT'S JACK HALL, My 3
REPORTER. FRIEND/
WHAT...Z

—
ART BY JOE ORLANDO/ STORY BY EANDO BINDER
%





OEBPS/Images/page027.jpg
A o
N-NO! THEY'LL h W
BE LOOSE HERE .‘ b
IN THE ARENA e i
WITH ME/

i

YOU CAN
SAVE ME! PuLL

ME UP ON THE

TAPESTRY! PLEASE!
SAVE ME!

I'LL GIVE You
ANYTHING

EVEN AS A WHIRLWIND OF HOT BREATH, FANGS AND CLAWS
SPRAWLED HIM INTO THE ARENA SAND, BRACCHUS'S EYES LOOKED
PLEADINGLY UP AT THE LAST SIGHT THEY WOULD EVER SEE...THE
HAND FROM THE GRAVE FORMING THE HOPELESS GESTURE MORE
FAMILIAR TO HIM THAN THE DEATH CRY WHICH EVEN NOW BURST

FROM HIS MOUTH/

HELP! PLEASE!
I DON'T CARE
WHO YOu ARE/
HELP ME!

HEH, HEH! THAT ONE'S A REAL
SCREAM! HOPE ALLYOU CATS
DUG IT...WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT
WHEN YOU GO ROAM/N*AROUND
THE ARENA AT NIGH

BOUND TO

BUMP_INTO

SOMEONE

WHO'S ALL

25
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"THE SOUND OF THE CRASH FADED AWAY AND TROUBLED MEMORIES THAT BLOTTED OUT REALITY
ALL WAS STILL. EVEN THE RAIN SLACKENED TO .« EVEN THE REALITY OF THE STRANGE APPENDAGE
A DRIZZLE. INSIDE THE CAR, THE DRIVER, CURLED AROUND WHITE'S BODY, LIFTING HIM

TED WHITE, STIRRED. WITH HALF - CONSCIOUS FROM THE WRECK...
MEMORIES..

POLICE AROUND THE
HOUSE... GOT TO GET AWAY...
CROSs STATE-LINE ... LOSE ‘EM
IN HILLS...

THE MONEY ... BOSS CHECKS
SAFE TODAY... HE'LL 4
KNOW I TOOK IT.

A JARRING, JOGGING AWARENESS FORCED ITSELF tNTo WHITE ’s DAZED MIND ... HE WAS BEING
CARRIED, BUT WHERE 7 AND BY WHOZ OR WHAT T/ 2

BETTER TAKE IT EASY, WHERE AM T2 Y CAN'T SAY, STRANGER , WE'VE

STRANGER! YOU'RE STILL HOW FAR FROM | ALWAYS KEPT AWAY FROM

THE NEAREST THE OUTSIPE!
TOWN?Z

SHOOK UP FROM THE CRASH
<« LUCKY MY BOY BROUGHT

YOU up HERE!
S
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THIS PLANT ACTUALLY EATS
INSECTS AND BITS OF MEAT!

$1.00 THE WORLD'S MOST

VENUS UNUSUAL HOUSE PLANT!
FLY TRAP :

A BEAUTIFUL PLANT! The VENUS FLY ~ EASY TO GROW! The VENUS FLY TRAP
TRAP is unusually beautifull It bears  bulbs grow especially well in the home.
lovely white flowers on 12” stems. Its  They thrive in glass containers and
dark green leaves are tipped with love  will develop traps in 3 to 4 weeks.

Unwary insect touches " cousing 1op 1o

ly pink traps—colorful and unusual! Each order includes 3 FLY TRAPS plus iy o S jests. insect. Trap will bite
EATS FLIES AND INSECTS! Each pink  SPECIAL GROWING MATERIAL packed in ot lbut will NOT bi offl mere than I con chewuuch o

trap contains a bit of nectar. It is @ plastic bag. Only $1.00. it will repen for more food

this color and sweetness which attracts ———————
ADMIRED BY CHARLES DARWIN,

the unsuspecting insect. Once he enters FADMIRED BY CHARLES DARWIN.
the trap, it snaps shut. Digestive juices |10 1875 protes- |
then dissolve him. When the insect has g
| S el |
opens and prettily awaits another in- ¥’ cotied” “Ve: | TR Rt H
sect! Mo
o O Enclosed is $1.75 plus 25¢ handling &mailing for

FEED IT RAW BEEF! If there are no in- ‘movements, s | 6 FLY TRAPS. AND SPECIAL GROWING MATERIAL. !
sects in your house, you can feed the i one of the most wonderful in the | | I
trans tiny. slivers of raw beef, The gk, domp bir'of meat o "o will | | NAME |
plant will thrive on such food. When - it seems |
there is no food for the traps, the certainly | ADDRESS
plant will feed normally through its | |
oot system. CITY, STATE. |

e o o e J

WHO ELSE
WANTS A

FREE CAGE! carmots, frutts,
FREE LEASH eclonats 2nd

nets fod
& COLLAR! hamber of fhe fam.

YOU can be the hap- 1ly” ‘soon after you
your pet. Dross it

s T B o stimes put
LIVE BaB: on “shows; you- and
LIVE BABY S halred. Each monkey  Sour memmiesean
fonds of fi d“ has a heart-shaped real pals. LIVE DE-
Toyment, ‘Train your LIVERY GUARAN.
m ¥ G TEED!" Sond - $18.95
Corme 25 you for Tose: In-check or money o
and piaYing, No problem caring Small Seprors ot
dellghtful Tor ¢ feading your su'for safe. delnery

rou fo al:
Ys Frow 1o 3l Mmonkey. It esislot. o you.

‘golden in col-
or.Slender, short.

REAL ONES, too...
In Their Own ANT FARM!

YOU WON'T BELIEVE your eyes when you see this fas.
cinating ANT FARM! An army of WORKER ANTS dig tunnels,
ild rooms, carry loads_uphill. FEEDER ANTS see tha
eryone_eats well. NURSEMAID' ANTS take care of the
by ants, Show your ANT FARM to_your science teacher
friends, ciassmates. Mother, father and visitors will shar
in thi’ amazing nature study. Stows exacty fow ant hills
get_that way, and what happens. Strongly built of clear

plastic. Convenient 67 x 97 size. Ant Farm Includes far
Only $2.88 complet
We pay postage. LIVE DELIVERY GUARANTEED.

most

WORLD'S MOST AMAZING
"HIDDEN RADIO™

Hides in the Palm of Your Hand!

DIG
THAT CRAZY
WHISTLE!

AMAZE EVERYONE (especially Fdo)

when_you blow THE SILENT 0O
WHISTLE. "Supersonic. features Watch Fido Jump HERE IS A RADIO so small it hide in_the palm of your handi Matchbox

size .. . measures only 37 by 27. Powerful enough %o pick up local
T g™ Wi espont (nstinty: e et W station ‘broadcasts. It Is' the famous MINIKTURE GERMANIUM SET, Used

B Sl

08 L8 (LY

ek Sgastie shent souns 9 00
ete. of all metal, ¥

lockoty i s LA e ;

N

{ O BATTERIES! N0 ELECTRICITY NEEDED.
Comes complete with private listening ear plug; special metal clip for
antenna. Lets you listen anywhere, any time without disturbing ofhers.
Hear music, sports, drama . . . ail programs on most stations. And you
can have “this fatastic “HiDDEN RADIO” for. oni

$2.00, plus 25¢ for postage & handling. Order today. 5298

by thousands of boys and gl

19





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
WOLUME. TWO

BT o FOS R

S

o SO E————-

3
57 it .J‘m.-,m‘.mﬁ

(R SR i |

i -
DARK HORSE ARCHIVES

.






OEBPS/Images/page004.jpg
ARTISTS

Reed Crandall
Frank Frazetta
Roy Krenkel
Al McWilliams
Gray Morrow
Joe Orlando

John Severin

Roberto Oqueli
Gene Colan
Jay Taycee

George Tuska

George Evans
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Angelo Torres
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Al Williamson
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Ron Parker

Arnold Bojorquez

EDITOR
Archie Goodwin
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GREETINGS, GHOULS, HOW'S THINGS Z DON'T ANSWER THAT 'CAUSE I'M GOING TO TELL
YOU... SEEMS A FUNNY THING HAPPENED TO A GUY 1 KNOW WHILE DRIVING THROUGH
THE BACKROADS OF THE TENNESSEE HILL5 WHAT THING Z WHY.

e e 0 e P

BLAST THESE BACK HILLS ROADS! WHERE e’
THE DEVIL AM IZ MUST BE MILES FROM

ANY OF THE MAIN ROADS.

ART BY GRAY MORROW/SCRIPT BY LARRY IVIE
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GOTTA GET OUT OF HERE...BUT HOW 2 I'LL JUST-- NOJ THIS ISN'T THE
WAIT! THIS FEELS LIKE... THE ROPE ! ROPE ! IT'S ...
MUST HAVE FALLEN INTO THE PIT/

8).

e

SEE! FATHER'S ALWAYS RIGHT/
BUT IT'S A VERY TOUCHING
ENDING. THEY CAN SPEND
THE REST OF THEIR LIVES
TOGETHER LISTENING TO THE
PITTER-PATTER OF LITTLE
FEET... ALL HERS ./ NOW
YoU BETTER PITTER-PATTER
ON YOUR LITILE FEET TO
THE NEXT YELL- YARN/
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FIENDS, ROMANS, COUNTRYMEN...LEND ME YOUR WARPED LITTLE MINDS AND
I'LL TAKE YOU BACK TO THE DAYS OF THE OLD ROMAN EMPIRE FOR SOME
HYSTERICAL HISTORY...BACK TO THE BLOODY ARENAS WHERE A MAN'S
LIFE DEPENDS ON THE SIMPLE GESTURE OF THUMBS UP OR...

WITH A ROAR OF SURPRISE
AND EXCITEMENT, THE
CROWD IN THE COLISEUM
OF THE ROMAN CITY OF
MITHRAS WAS ON ITS FEET...
THE FAVORED GLADIATOR
HAD FALLEN AND AN AIR
OF BLOOD AND DEATH
SWEPT THE ARENA/

B :

— >N

YOUR MAN, AGLIO,
J HAS FOUGHT WELL,
BRACCHUS...SHALL
I LET HIM LIVE? AS GAMES
< MASTER OF
THE ARENA, I'VE
LEARNED ONE VERY
IMPORTANT LESSON,
YOUR HIGHNESS...

ART BY AL WILLIAMSON/SCRIPT BY ANNE T. MURPHY
2
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Oh, let's get with it, Uncle
Creepy. Your stories are get-
ting bad (Wait, don't send one
of your pets, yet). | mean that
they're not ‘as scary as_they
should be (Hold them off, not
yet). A comic on television
said people love to be scared.
We fans are no_exception, so
let's get with it. No one is
stopping you, SCARE US TO
DEATH! Not one of these
stories with just a scary end.
Have every panel scary as the
last one.

Rudy Rankins
Houston, Texas

Issue 5 was different from
previous issues in that there
was more emphasis on cir-
cumstantial horror, rather than
the werewolf-vampire vein of
story. | approve, as earlier is-
sues were a bit heavy on the
latter type of material. Here's
hoping that vamps and weres
aren't neglected, however.

Adaptations of classic_hor-
ror tales are fine, but avoid
adapting stories that are all
too familiar (the Poe stories,
for_example). My personal re-
commendation is for adapta-
tion of lesser known terrors.

Other suggestions: Beef up
the stories with more dialogue
and narration which will add
more depth to the stories, and
provide more reading material
for us little creeps. Since
you're not being censored, |
fail to understand the hesita-
tion in PRESENTING horror
instead of merely hinting at
it.

Circulation of issue 5 is
(happily) much improved. Spot-
ted CREEPY in lots of places
this time around, and in larger
numbers than _before. News-
stands not selling the 12¢ va-
riety of comics still not car-
rying CREEPY in general, but
remember that when the na-
tion's best selling satire mag-
azine switched from a comic
to a 25¢ magazine in 1955,

10

newsstands resisted selling the
magazine for awhile. It wasn't
until readers demanded the
magazine that it began to
appear on  sale everywhere.
CREEPY fans should ask their
newsdealers to supply the
magazine. )
New tell the truth — isn't
“Archie_Goodwin" really Joe
Orlando??
William M. Warner
Bronx, New York

1 dunno... The last time |
saw both of them, they were
sitting in a corner of the dun-
geon, flipping coins to decide
for sure—UC.

I'm an art student and as
soon as | buy a new issue, |
g0 crazy over the art. | think
all your artists are good but
1 like Al Williamson's work
the best. | like Reed Crandall's
work very much too. Gray
Morrow is too much also. It's
hard to please al us fiends
out here but | think you've
done it. If you hang on to all
those weirdos, you'll be here
to stay!

Doug Decker
Jeffersonville, Indiana

. . . Why don't you put
CREEPY out every month? I've
almost bitten all my claws off
waiting for CREEPY!

Ted Carpenter
Maiden, N.C.

Just what I've been telling my
Publisher! But do you know
what_he's done behind my
back? He's made a deal with
my crawly cousin, EERIE, to
put out a magazine of YELL-
YARNS during the ~months
when CREEPY doesn't appear!
Using MY editor and artists
yet! Isn't there any honor
among FIENDS? There's even
anad on page 34!—UC.

Your magazine is too much!
And those covers by Frank
Frazetta . . . All | can say is |
want_more! Can't wait to get
my first issue of BLAZING
COMBAT. I'm sure it will be
as successful as the irreplace-
able CREEPY.

Jack Ness

St. Paul, Minnesota

Issue #5 was fantabulous..
It even surpassed #4 whi
I thought could Tever

be
equalled. | also picked u%youl

latest_venture, namely BLAZ-
ING COMBAT. it's just great ...
and | don't even care for war
stories!
Frank F. Brunner
Brooklyn, New York

Awright all ready, Warren! So
you've got a great war maga-
zine with gutsy action stories
and terrific _artwork! _After
watching you set my cousin up
in business, do | have to do

commercials too? Can't you let
our wretched readers find all
this out for themselves when
they see page 577!—UC.

In its entirety, issue #5 of
CREEPY was the best to date.
A beginning high-point was
the delightfully macabre cover
by Frank Frazetta ... “Family
Reunion” was somewhat good,
mainly relying on different
setting and locale, and Joe
Orlando's art, although just an-
other of those dead - rising -
from - the-grave- for-vengence
tales. “Untimely Tomb" was
an excellent piece, a refresher
from the rash of constant
vampire-werewolf tales. Angelo
Torres is a great artist and
when doing serious art can
compete with the best of them.

Equally good was "“Sand
Doom™ which was somewhat
new in idea from the gothic-
inclined stories you generally
strive for. Art, here too, was
excellent, as is_the trademark
of CREEPY. Reed Crandall
ranks as one of your finest
artists, as he showed in “The
Judge’s House,” a worthy adap-
tation of the original tale from
Stoker. Another fine illustrator
is Alexander Toth whose job
on “Grave Undertaking” was
great and superior to work he's
done for the comic books. It's
obvious that you can easily get
the best work from an artist,
better than what he's done
before, for your stories. A
unique variation of the Iycan-
thrope or werewolf theme was
“Revenge of the Beast” which
also featured Gray Morrow's
best illustrations yet.

In the future I'd like to see
more classic chillers adapted.
Possible candidates would in-
clude: “The Eyes of the
Panther” by Ambrose Bierce,
“Cask of Amontillado” by Ed-
gar Allan Poe, and “The Haunt-
er of the Dark” by H.P. Love-
craft.

Leonard Tirado

Saratoga Springs, New York

See page 26 for Reed Cran-
dall’s rendering of Poe's “The
Cask of Amontillado”—UC.

..... Who ever thought up that
CREEPY FAN CLUB idea? A
stroke of genius ... Good Luck
with it.

Mike Berens

San Mateo, Calif.

The CREEPY FAN CLUB has
been the_suggestion of many
of you FIENDISH-FANS (for
details, see page 67). Remem-
ber, membership_entitles you
to submit art and stories for
publication on the fan club
page which will appear in fu-
ture issues (As long as I'm do-
ing plugs, might as well do
‘em for myself)—UC.

.. . There is one thing |
don't like about CREEPY and

that is too much advertising.
1 really think you should give
itt less pages. You never know
what you could do with these
pages . . . Maybe you could
stick_some of the “Loathsome
Lores” there.

John Pryhodo

Ozone Park, New York

Advertising pays the rent here
on the dungeon and makes it
possible to give you the kind
of stories and artwork all you
cool ghouls crave. And this is-
sue we were able to add an
extra TERROR-TALE for you
fiends to fatten your fangs on

I don't see why your fans
(if they are) have to try to
find fault and error with your
magazine. You'd think it was
some kind of profession. As
far as I'm concerned, both
your artists and writers are the
best in the field of super-
natural and _science-fiction,
and people shouldn't try to
find fault with it. CREEPY
is the only magazine I've ever
bought that was worth it.

Danny Hramer
Saratoga, Calif.

Guess what? | found a mis-
take. In CREEPY #1, you said
when vampires are Struck by
the sun's rays they are des-
troyed. While in CREEPY #5,
“Grave Undertaking,” the two
undertakers robbed_ bodies in
broad  daylight that _later
turned out to be vampires. |
thought they were supposed to
be destroyed. Let's see you
explain that one, Unc.

Jerry Schorr
Bronx, New York

After several hours on the
Rack, writer Goodwin still in-
sists the greedy graverobbers
were in such a hurry to make a
haul, the bodies were heaved
into'the dark van before the
sunlight could destroy them.
Personally, | think maybe |
should let the sunlight des-
troy HIM. For a different view,
see the letter below—UC.

Readers who claim vampires
can't come out in daylight have
been misled by the movies,
but in Bram Stoker's nov
Dracula strolls through London
in broad daylight (Chapter 13).
Le Fanu's Carmilla, the vam-
pire  who inspired Stoker,
flourishes by day. The idea a
vampire can be destroyed by
sunlight began with the stage
play of Dracula and was car-
ried over into the films.

Henry Mazzeo, Jr.
Yonkers. New York

Want to write us? Address
your poison_pen letters to:

CREEPY LETTERS, Dept.6,
1426 E. Washington Lane,
Phila. Pa. 19138.
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MUMMY'S CURSEZ MANY DON'T EVEN THINK THEY CAN TALK/ LET'S OPEN
THE SARCOPHAGUS AND THROW SOME LIGHT ON THE EER/E INFO IN...

CREEPY'S [OATHSOME. 1ORE /

IN 1922, THE TomB oF
TUTANKH -AMEN WAS UN -
EARTHED, MARKED BY A
SUDDEN SANDSTORM ON

WHAT HAD BEEN A CALM DAY, -
THROWING NATIVE WORKERS
INTO A PANIC! ABOVE THE
TOMB, A HAWK, SYMBOL OF
EGYPTIAN ROYALTY, BEGAN

CIRCHING . e

72 iy
DESPITE THE CURSE INSCRIBED IN 1
HIEROGLYPHICS ABOVE THE DOOR: 1 ;r(‘u“v‘
"DEATH SHALL COME ON SWIFT A ‘\A‘ Wil
WINGS TO DEFILERS OF THE TOMB. |
HE SHALL SICKEN. HE SHALL THIRST." |72
LORD CARNARVON ENTERED. SOME-
THING SEEMED TO STING HIM ON
THE CHEEK... IT WAS THOUGHT TO
1 BE A MOSQUITO...

“THE STING GREW FROM WELT TO
CUT TO INFECTED SORE ATTACKING

IN...LORD CARNARVON DIED
PLEADING FOR WATER, BUT
UNABLE. TO SWALLOW / OVER.
20 PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH
THE. TOMB AND IT5 TREASURE
WERE TO DIE SIMILAR BIZARRE
DEATHS/ N

'\«(?—-,;;‘5 ————

FEARING A CURSE, THE HAND

WAS FLUNG INTO THE FIREPLACE
TO BE DESTROYED, WHEREUPON
A STRANGE SPECTRE APPEARED
IN THE FLAMES, THEN VANISHED
WITH THE HAND/ WAS IT THE

PRINCESSZ ONLY HER MUMMY

JUST AS STRANGE WAS THE
MUMMIFIED HAND OF KING TUT'S )
SISTER-IN-LAW WHICH BECAME =7
THE POSSESSION OF COUNT !
LOUIS HAMON ... WITHIN A YEAR (&
| IT BECAME SOFT AND PLIABLE,
| THEN SUDDENLY STARTEP TO
8LEED! .

ART BY ROY G. KRENKEL
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S0 BRACCHUS AND HIS = SHUT UP,
ARENA PROSPERED. .. — OLD FOOL!
GROWING DALY WITH
THE INCREASED TRADE
IN DEATH AND
BRUTALITY...

SHAME! THE
PEOPLE STARVE
AND DIE IN THE STREETS
AND SUPPLY SHIPS BRING
ONLY ANIMALS AND SAND
FOR THE ARENA/
SHAME, BRACCHUS!

CONCERNED ABOUT FOOD, BUT ALL BRACCHUS'S PROBLEMS WERE
EH? WELL, TOMORROW YOu NOT SO SIMPLE OR SO EASILY SOLVED...
CAN HELP FEED

SOME STARVING ¥ 7 A GLADIATOR'S
LIONS--WITH . LIFE 1S A HARD
YOUR FLESH! I

ONE, BRACCHUS...
EVEN IN YOUR FIXED
CONTESTS! I WANT

TO BE MADE
A FREE MAN/

THE GAMES ARE
IMPORTANT TO THE
PEOPLE...YOU'D BE
TORN APART |F WORD |
REACHED THEM

YOUR CONTESTS

POINT, WELL
ARGUED, CASSIUS!
I'LL SEE WHAT

I CAN DO/

2
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volume, | realized | missed some of them the first time
around, because I'd soon stopped being an every-issue buyer
of Creepy. | was conflicted by my worry that a revival of
horror comics might bring back the real-life horror of the
Wertham years and the comic-book bonfires to which I'd
once had to contribute myself, under community pressure.
Besides, Justice League of America and Fantastic Four were
more my meat, even before | wound up working first for DC,
then for Stan Lee at Marvel.

still, poring over the material in this volume convinced me
that I'd missed a lot of pretty good stuff . . . and yes, maybe
even some great stuff.

For one thing, as Archie Goodwin took over more of the
writing and editing chores, Creepy improved exponentially.
Like my (and Archie’s) later good friend, artist Gil Kane, |
preferred a bit more in the way of dialogue and captions
than Creepy generally offered, but there was and is no deny-
ing that Archie was a master of his craft. No, crafts. As
writer, or even more so, editor, Archie had few peers. A few
years ago he was voted both one of the favorite writers and
favorite editors of the twentieth century, and he deserved
the accolades. He and | were friends—never close friends,
but friends nonetheless—and | felt a real loss when he
passed away, far too young, in 1995, only a few months
after I'd last talked with him in his DC office in New York.

In this volume alone, Archie shows himself a master both of
the original story . . . and of the adaptation (especially when
paired with Reed Crandall)—even though | could wish he
hadn't yielded to the temptation to add an extra page worth
of twist ending to “The Cask of Amontillado,” which was
already perfect as Poe wrote it and didn’t need a dead man

returning to life to wreak EC-style vengeance). And Archie's
two-part sequel to Dracula has just the right tone, down to
and including the use of the name “Varney,” a vampire from
the English “penny dreadful” publications that had preceded
Bram Stoker’s novel by a decade or three. Archie was one of
the greats . . . and the Golden Age of Warren could just as
easily be called the Goodwin Age of Warren, by my lights.

The covers and interior art remained good, as well . . . and
often rather more than good.

The EC alumni were still making long-timers misty eyed over
the thoughts of all those great stories they'd missed during
the period between 1954 and 1965, when Al Williamson,
Frank Frazetta, Angelo Torres, Joe Orlando, John Severin,
Wally Wood, and Reed Crandall were drawing anything else
but horror comics stories of the type Al Feldstein had edited
and often written at EC. Frank Frazetta was honing the style
that was about to erupt in all those wonderful paperback-
book covers . . . Joe Orlando was illustrating Otto (Eando)
Binder’s tales of his robot Adam Link, which had been a
mainstay of EC’s combined Weird Science-Fantasy (even if
Joe's version of Link for Warren wasn't the equal of his EC
rendition, for some unfathomable reason) . . . and Al
Williamson drew a story set in ancient Rome and the gladi-
atorial arena which lavishly echoed a mouthwatering job or
two he'd done for EC’s late entry Valor.

What's more, several of the new (and not-so-new) guys pop-
ping up in Creepy showed promise of being in their class.

Alex Toth, who'd probably have clashed with Feldstein’s
rigorous control of panel shapes and storytelling the same
way that Bernie Krigstein had earlier . . .
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WARREN REMEMBRANCE

A Personal View of the Early Warren Comics
By Roy Thomas

May | confess something?
| was never really that much of an EC fan.

If that seems not totally relevant to this introduction to a
hardcover book reprinting issues #5-9 of Warren Publications’
black-and-white comic Creepy . . . well, | guess I'm picking
up on a theme begun by my colleague Jon B. Cooke in the
first volume of this series, where he waxed rhapsodic about
the glories of Bill Gaines’s Entertaining Comics.

Having been born in late 1940, | was in my very early teens
during the 1950s heyday of horror comics . . . and, unlike
the typical teenager, | never relinquished my love for comic
books as | discovered girls and the early science-fiction mov-
ies. Oddly, | liked horror movies like The Thing from Another
World and all those monster flicks inspired by the 1953
rerelease of King Kong . . . but | tended to shy away from
their four-color kin. Somehow, instinctively, | felt those bright
images on the printed page would disturb me in a way that
no film (except The Thing) ever did. So | avoided horror
comics like the plague.

Except . . . not quite.

| didn't generally buy comics like Tales from the Crypt or
Menace . . . and only occasionally their weaker-kneed sisters
like Adventures into the Unknown . . . but | did often pick
them up off the newsstands and quickly skim them. | saved
most of my dimes for the few remaining superheroes, Pogo,
and the occasional Archie or Disney title . . . and for Mad,
beginning with issue #4 . . . but | couldn't resist what even
at that tender age | could tell was superior artwork and even
writing. Without ever buying a single copy of Tales from the

Crypt, Vault of Horror, Haunt of Fear, Shock SuspenStories,
Crime SuspenStories, or even Weird Science or Weird
Fantasy until they merged and launched the Adam Link
series, | still perused so many EC mags on the stands that,
in the mid-1960s when | moved to New York to pursue a
pro comics career and met vintage EC fan Len Brown, | was
intrigued to learn that my new friend owned a complete,
bound set of all those comics. While looking at those black
leather volumes on his bookshelf, I'd find myself asking
questions like, “Which one has the story which is a swipe
of The Thing from Another World only with the Frankenstein
monster?” and “Which one has the takeoff on Kukla, Fran,
and Ollie with the Ally Gator ‘puppet’ actually an alien who
takes over the world?”

Clearly, EC's comics had made a subliminal impression on
me, all those years before.

And today? Today | own the reprinted EC canon in just about
every form in which they've ever been republished (and
that's a lot!). At various times I've counted Al Williamson as
a friend, and have amiably sparred on the Internet over
politics with Al Feldstein, and once gave Harvey Kurtzman
some advice on sociosexual practices in an area with which
| was far more familiar than he was, so he could utilize it in
Little Annie Fanny.

And | also purchased, hot off the newsstands in 1964, the
very first issue of Creepy. By then, at age 23, | was no longer
worried that horror comics would give me nightmares.

Love the art as | did, though, | was less than wild about
some of the stories in the first couple of issues, and said so
in my fanzine Alter Ego. In fact, looking over the tales in this
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...CROWDS COME HERE

TO SEE ONE THING...(BURP)
THE SPILLING OF

BLOOD! AND A GOOD
GAMES MASTER.

AS THE CROWD STREAMED FROM THE ARENA AT
THE GAMES’ END, BRACCHUS RUSHED HAPPILY
BELOW TO THE GLADIATORS' ROOMS, AS DRUNK #
WITH GREED AND POWER AS WITH THE STRONG
RED WINE HE HAD SWILLED ALL AFTERNOON...

WELL FOUGHT, BUT YOU TOLD
CASSIUS! YOU'VE]
MADE YOURSELF
CHAWPION
ANDMEA

RICH MAN/

EVERY FOOL

IN THE CITY

WAS BETTING /T
ON AGLIO! st

DOM IF HE
LET ME WIN/

.NEVER DISAPPOINTS THEM!

CAN BE FREER
THAN A DEAD

AGLIO HE COULD [
HAVE HIS FREE-

WHAT ABOUT
ME, BRACCHUS?
WILL YOU SOON
GRANT ME SUCH

'FREEDOM'?

7
y NOT You,
Ty CASSIUS! you

SHARE MY SECRET,
HAVE MY GRATITUDE... §
You, I'LL TAKE

CARE OF!

21
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SHE'S BEAUTIFUL ! BUT COMPLETELY INSANE FROM BEING TRAPPED HERE SO LONG/
W . - > g
Al e > o,

WHAT'RE YOU )\ YOUR FACE IT... FEELS LIKE .}

DOING Z YOU'RE ) LIKE MY DAUGHTERS.!

NutS ! GET YOU'RE. DEFORMED...
JUST LIKE HER!

1 CAN GET HER ouT ) MO./NO.! YOU CAN'T LET
OF THERE WITH THIS.! /) HER OUT/ SHE'S HORRIBLE/
UNFIT TO BE WITH OTHERS !

n





