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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      When I first met Ben over five years ago, I could tell he was someone special. Kind, thoughtful, and deeply curious, he was the kind of person who shows up—whether to offer a suggestion, lend a hand, or simply be part of something meaningful. Ben is the type of person who listens, cares, and pushes himself to explore the edges of creativity and identity. That drive has brought him to this moment, sharing his story in Transnationals. This book is more than a recounting of his personal journey; it’s an exploration of what it means to redefine who we are as we immerse ourselves in new cultures and live lives that transcend borders. Having known Ben, I see his path as a mirror to my own in many ways—only opposite. While I was born and raised in the United States and found a second home in the richness of Argentine culture, Ben’s journey began in Argentina before he built his life in the United States. Both of us have immersed ourselves deeply in another world, not just learning its nuances but truly living them. There’s a certain magic in these transformations. I’ve always loved the Czech proverb that says, “You live a new life for every language you speak.” Through my own experiences, I’ve felt that truth firsthand. Learning Argentine Spanish to a level where native speakers see me as one of their own allowed me to step into a new identity, not by abandoning my roots but by adding to them. It’s not just about speaking the language or understanding the customs; it’s about seeing the world through a new lens and feeling at home in a place that was once foreign. Ben’s story, like so many others, embodies this profound transformation. Yet his idea of transnationals adds something even deeper—a concept that challenges us to think about identity as fluid and ever-evolving. It’s a reflection of how powerful it is to connect with a culture so deeply that it becomes a part of you. As you read this book, I hope you’ll take a moment to reflect on your own journey. Whether you’ve immersed yourself in a new culture, built bridges between worlds, or simply dreamed of doing so, Ben’s words will resonate. They’ll remind you that identity is not static—it’s something we shape, something we carry, and something we share. Ben’s story is his own, but it’s also an invitation to explore and embrace the limitless possibilities of who we can become when we let go of boundaries. I hope this book inspires you as much as Ben inspires those lucky enough to know him.

      
        
        Dustin Luke

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        “The privilege of a lifetime is to become who you truly are.”

        CARL JUNG

      

      

      

      Christmas morning. I was four or five. My motivation to open my gifts was abnormal compared to most kids. We had a two-foot-tall silver plastic Christmas tree my mom found on sale in a grocery store. It is my first memory of a Christmas tree, as we used it for many years. Christmas was a social chore my parents felt obligated to check off their list—more for me than for them. With an agnostic father and a not-so-religious mother, my Christmases were bland, especially as an only child.

      But the parents on duty had the mission to get me ‘something’ for Christmas. They did their best. Decent biological parents. And that Christmas morning, I remember collecting a gift or two that Santa ‘brought’ me the night before.

      As you can imagine, the nights before Christmas, I went to bed early, slept like a baby, and had no rush to wake up the following morning. It almost felt like a chore for my own self to have to open those one or two gifts.

      Yep, Santa usually brought me one or two gifts at the most. Why more?

      In the United States, my three daughters get between ten and fifteen gifts every Christmas. My wife and I give them one or two each, and then their maternal grandmother and aunts give them the remaining dozen. Do you know what they do with them?

      They rush to open them, they smile for a nanosecond, and then they pile them up in a big trash bag to bring them home. All of that to end up playing with the pieces of wrapping paper. That huge bag is transported like a USPS First Class shipment from their grandparents’ living room to their room upstairs, where it gets dumped on top of ‘Da Pile.’

      Da Pile is a monster that was born after our first daughter was born, and it has grown to unsanitary proportions since—every ‘celebration’ adding to its bulk: birthdays, Christmas, even the 4th of July.

      And guess who ends up being the idiot to chop some limbs off Da Monsta and donate them to charity every year?

      You got that right—this author.

      Anyway, back on track…

      That Christmas morning, when I was four or five, I opened one of my two gifts. It was a Playmobil set.

      It felt as if my parents had grabbed whatever looked like a toy—probably in a last-minute rush to get back home before their favorite TV show started.

      I believe it was a set of the American Revolution or something similar because the set had two blank flags where I had to stick their respective decals.

      One was the British flag, which, for whatever reason, I was already familiar with, even at four or five years old.

      The other one I had no idea about.

      I remember smiling at it because I liked the stars and the red color.

      So I asked my dad:

      
        
        
        “Hey Dad, what is this flag from?”

      

      

      

      And he replied with words I would never forget:

      
        
        
        “That is the flag of the United States—the best country in the world.”

      

      

      

      And as far as my memory goes, that was my first connection with the country of my soul.

      Oddly enough, my dad nicknamed me ‘Benji’ from birth.

      Looking back, that was strange, considering Benji is an English-language nickname.

      Perhaps part of the synchronicity that linked me to my destiny from the moment I arrived into this world.

      Growing up—from first grade onward—I started to notice something:

      The most regarded toys, the most popular cartoons, the world’s biggest celebrities were all Made in the USA.

      My fascination and love for the United States grew thicker roots in my heart, lighting the candle that began to shine a light into my real American soul.

      It is an annoying chore to have to deal with idiots who try to make you feel guilty for being who you really are.

      If you’re gay, a nerd, or anything that society labels as ‘not the norm,’ idiots will always find a way to make you feel abnormal—normally to compensate for their own insecurities.

      But that is just a ‘normal’ part of growing up—for both parties.

      Imagine if we could all operate from a sincere place of unconditional love.

      Judgment would vanish.

      And then…

      BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE RIDE

      I watched Back to the Future. A watershed moment. An epiphany. A turning point. A Road to Damascus (“Roads? Where we’re going, we don’t need roads.”)

      Watching the story of Doc Brown, Marty McFly, and their DeLorean unfold on screen was a life-altering experience. So much so, that every time I rewatched the movie, I had this feeling:

      These characters weren’t real people. It was as if it was impossible for the actors and actresses who played them to be real humans made out of bones and flesh. All other movies felt real, like characters played by real actors. But with Back to the Future—for whatever reason—it just didn’t seem possible. It took nearly 30 years, from the late ’80s until 2018, for that illusion to fade—when I finally had the opportunity to meet Lea Thompson, Christopher Lloyd, Michael J. Fox,  and Thomas F. Wilson in person at Boston Comic Con. I met them in that exact order, as they were sitting in that exact order at a long signing table.

      
        
          	
        I talked to Lea Thompson and her sister about directing; she asked me how many movies I had directed, and we discussed how she had directed a few films herself, including one where she directed her own daughter.
      

      	
        I shook hands with Christopher Lloyd—twice.
      

      	
        I looked Michael J. Fox straight in the eyes as he was signing my poster and said, “Thank you so, so, so much, Michael.” To what he replied: “You are very welcome.” With a genuine look of gratitude.
      

      	
        And I talked to Tom F. Wilson about his YouTube channel and how I had been one of his early subscribers.
      

      

      

      That Meet & Greet pass was worth every penny. And I got a photo with all of them. One of the highlights of my life. That experience ranks in my Top 10, sharing the stage with life-changing moments like the birth of my daughters, becoming a U.S. citizen, my journey at Rythmia, visiting Disney World, and more.

      Then the ’90s came, and Back to the Future II arrived. The hype, the excitement to watch the movie, and the impact were almost a carbon copy of Part I—but it was a different high. Not more, not less, just different. The futuristic nature of Part II did not make those actors and actresses feel more real. In fact, for whatever reason, they still felt as if it was impossible for those people to be real, flesh-and-blood human beings. It’s hard to explain because that has never happened to me before or after the Back to the Future trilogy.

      Something about the hoverboard made Part II my favorite of all three movies. The hoverboard is the reason why I’ve been a OneWheel rider for the last decade. The sensation of floating over solid sand near the shore feels, to me, like the closest thing to what riding a real Back to the Future hoverboard would feel like. It is, for me, real magic when I ‘float’ over the sand at Ogunquit Beach in Maine. Better than surfing, better than snowboarding, better than riding my Harley.

      Then Part III came out—along with Michael Jackson, Vanilla Ice, MC Hammer, Nirvana, Guns N’ Roses, Bon Jovi, and the arrival of what would become my all-time favorite band: Megadeth.

      

      All made in America.

      

      The 2000s—high school, bulletin board systems (BBS), the beginning of mainstream internet, and a friend in the States having a blast working at a New England ski resort. Meanwhile, I was lost in college, studying to become an auctioneer and real estate agent—a soul-sucking career but with a decent future, since one of my uncles had lots of ‘connections’ within the state auction houses.

      

      Hope.

      

      My friend in the States (nicknamed ‘Mugre’ [Grime or Dirt]) used to send his group of friends a biweekly report narrating his American adventure. I became his biggest fan. I was inspired by every email he sent. Synchronicity—a call of my calling. I couldn’t wait to see him when he returned. When we finally met up, I interrogated him paparazzi-style—minus the camera.

      

      I was sold. I had to do it.

      

      I needed money to enter the program my friend had done. I asked my parents, and they agreed to finance the adventure—but not without my biological father repeatedly warning me not to do it. I couldn’t hear him, and I’m glad I didn’t.

      I arrived in Brownsville, Vermont, to work as a Lift Operator at Ascutney Mountain Resort.

      After walking through the resort’s front door on a cold winter night, a young 19-year-old woman with striking blue eyes handed me the keys to my room, where I was going to stay for the next three months—the duration my J-1 visa allowed me to remain. I headed to my room, tired, a bit confused, and overwhelmed—without knowing that the blue-eyed girl would soon become my wife.

      She was my boss’ daughter, the woman who hired me to work at the mountain. A movie story, to say the least.

      Three months later, we got married. My love for my wife and my love for the United States, united.

      Three years later, I became a U.S. citizen, and seven years after that, we became parents to our first daughter, Brianna Angelina.

      Today, all four loves of my life were born and raised in the USA. My country. My destiny.

      Consequently, through this cinematic experience, I decided to write this book to give identity to millions of people who feel the same way I do—people who hold the highest level of respect for their country of birth but deeply love their country of choice with the highest level of loyalty. To those with one country, not two.

      I hope to give you all, my fellow TransNationals, a voice and a place—where you will, from now on, be heard until the end of time and through all generations of humans yet to come.

      You have a heart. You have a soul. And now, you have a place that belongs to us all. To all humans, with human rights and freedom of choice and will.

      

      This book was written for you.

      

      
        
        Your fellow TransNational,

        Benjamin Arthur Templar.
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