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Also By Rebecca Lee

About the Author

Chapter 1—Tanya the Adult

Samuel Roberts laid low for the third day in a row. He was back doing all the wrong things and getting nowhere. He’d sent Kendall Brand packing and back to her place in town away from Ocean Beach. Not because he wasn’t enjoying his time with her. And not because she didn’t have something valuable to add. 

She knew about Drake Aki’s hard drive. She knew about what Drake was trying to say to him with his dying breath a block up the street. She knew about AJ. She had to be kept close. There was value there for him in completing what had turned into his new obsession of justice for people like Stella. People who became ensnared in his wicked game he was playing with Tanya Carasco.

As he stayed stuck in neutral, he knew he needed to talk with Reston or someone with NSA clearance. He still hadn’t talked to anyone in nearly three days. He didn’t know what to do next because no one would call him.

He tried to reach Josina Clarks. Her mailbox was full. AJ wasn’t returning his texts and calls. In a rarity during the mass hand-held communications age, Samuel Roberts was isolated.

By day two, he was holed up in the bedroom of the Ocean Beach bungalow indulging in hours of porn. He ordered in food to avoid going out. His mind hadn’t felt this dull in years. He could feel himself growing more withdrawn. 

He contemplated simply returning to Chicago. It would be safer there. He could go down the path he’d decided on taking just before he noticed the pictures of he and Tanya on his floor. He could have ripped them up and started building his future with AJ. 

Then the phoney death notice came on his phone regarding Josina Clarks. Those events lured him back in.  Then Drake Aki was murdered right in front him. He died in Robert's arms.

Roberts had an odd chemistry with Drake Aki, the mobster’s son. They had similar minds. He felt they both understood that there is that idealized life we should try to get to, but that we often step into bad places in our journey there. Therefore much of existence is about escaping those bad places. No matter how rich you are or how good looking you are, this can take years. Often longer.
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Roberts began to think he was free finally, but he wasn’t embracing it. His journey to find that idealized life was completed when he was spending the weekend in intimate pleasure with a beautiful smart young Latina.

AJ represented his dream woman he’d always thought he wanted.

He had a thriving business helping men find their dreams. He made lots of money doing it with a promise of more to come.

Maybe he didn’t have the capability to actually do what he promised himself he’d do when he was homeless eating out of a dumpster in LA all those years ago. He promised himself he would settle into a content place when he found it.

The thought haunted him as he spent a good hour online on a perfectly sunny day surfing the web for previously unreleased porn scenes starring Kendall Brand.  

His days became listless. He daydreamed and drank beer. He pleasured himself and drifted off for one restless nap after another. He woke up each time more tired than when he’d fell asleep. What was biting at his soul and why wouldn’t it let him just be?

Roberts thought of Tanya more as the third day wore on. This was his custom when things weren’t going well. It weakened him and for some reason he grabbed onto his weakest self in his memories. Like it was his own form of self-punishment. Or maybe it was self-pleasure?

He pulled up his store file of more than 1,100 pictures of Tanya he’d grabbed off social media sites. For years when she wasn’t messaging him back while he pined for her, he would add her friends and family as friends just so he could see if they had more pictures of her. He’d masturbate to those pictures deep into the night. He’d wake up the next day exhausted and full of self-hate.

He was right back there in that bad place again and his brain was so numb. Worse, he was starting not to care.

After slipping the delivery man with his Chinese food $20 for a $10 order, he sank into the very same chair Kendall had been sitting the first night he saw her. He missed her energy. Surprisingly more than he missed her natural beauty. He missed the real beauty no one saw in those porn scenes. 

His most recent life seminar as a dating coach was in a large conference room at the Marriot in downtown Chicago. He talked about the fable of the scorpion and the frog.

“Guys, who here has heard of the fable about the scorpion and the frog?” Roberts paused as he paced back and forth to keep connection with both sides of the room audience. “It’s important when we talk about porn and what it can do to us as men. There’s nothing natural about porn guys. Sure we are hard-wired to desire women but porn perverts all that. It perverts our naturally attractive energy.”
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“It puts the fantasy of women in charge of us. In the scorpion and the frog, the scorpion stings a deadly sting on his lifeline the frog. The frog agreed to carry him across a pond on his back to help him out. The scorpion concludes as the frog slowly dies underneath him that you can’t change your fundamental nature as a human being.”

The problem guys is we lack understanding about what our nature as men actually is. You will never see it  watching porn. You’ll never feel it watching porn. It will destroy your ability to attract real life beauty into your world.”

Roberts thought about the seminar. He grabbed an egg roll and deposited it wholly into his mouth.  He began to get angrier and angrier with himself over his behavior the last couple days.

He knew he was letting himself down, but worse he was betraying his teachings to his students. He held this sacred and not just because it made him famous and financially secure. It was because he knew it allowed him to free himself emotionally from Tanya Carasco and into fun healthy relationships with someone like AJ.

He threw on his Chicato Cubs ball hat and jumped to his feet. It was time for Ocean air and it was time to make things happen with the case. Roberts was ready to put his number one personal empowerment teaching to work. It was that the  moment you are living is another opportunity to turn everything around.

...

“Are you ready my dear?” Dr. Kyoto asked in a loving, caring tone. “It’s time you go to work for me. No more being treated like you don’t matter. No more being left to fend for yourself in a strange country. You deserve all the happiness in the world and a key component to that is building your own power and influence. People like Blake and Noel are users when it comes right down to it. They don’t seek to empower. They seek to control for their own means.”

Tanya looked up at Kyoto with contempt but also with admiration. She was way too smart not to grasp that Kyoto was also controlling her. Here she was was dressed in a classic parochial school girl uniform. Plaid skirt, with a white dress shirt buttoned and knotted tightly in the mid-section, sleeves rolled up to the elbows. She wore no socks just casual dress shoes with minimal rise heels.

Kyoto looked down at her with admiration for both her beauty and what he’d created.  

“It’s time for you to fly now. Go meet your future and your destiny. You’ll be empowered and you’ll be financially secure for the rest of your life,” Kyoto said assuredly.  “A driver will be here shortly. He will take you back to my contact person. You will be a star Tanya Carasco. Remember if Blake really cared about you and all you did for him and if he really wanted to reward you for the wasted childhood, he would have actually given you enough money to live on. He only wants to keep owning you. When you no longer serve purposes like you are forced to serve with a man like me, I don’t even want to know what will happen with you.”

Tanya could only sit and listen. She knew this was all getting weirder by the minute. For her, there was no clear when it came to love and a
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