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Fifteen years ago, I was invited to an “Emmaus” retreat.  My best friend, Raymond, lives in Miami and his brother, Ralph lived in Orlando.  Ray gave me two choices; it was either his retreat thru Saint John Neumann’s Catholic Church in Miami in six weeks from then or it was at his Ralph’s retreat at Holy Family Church in Orlando a couple months after that.  There was no third option.  

God tends to do that as well – puts you at a fork in the road where one direction is the one He wants you to take, the other direction is different – the pavement stops a mile away, but up ahead you see pavement ahead.  The area between the paved sections seems solid enough to drive on, so you slowly drive off the pavement and someone flies by you in a off road vehicle, but they don’t go on toward the pavement, they begin their off-road journey.  You stop the car, get out and look around.  You have no idea where the other vehicle went, but they sure did look like they were having fun.

You are tempted to follow the path, as your vehicle also is 4-wheel drive.  Anywhere they can go, I can too, right?  But after a few feet, you realize that the sand there is dry and would be easy for you to get stuck.  So you back up, and head for the pavement.  You realize the paved road loops back and rejoins the original other choice.  Why did this happen?

It doesn’t take a genius to figure out that God is watching over you.  Not to gather a laundry list of little things when you made a bad choice, but to offer you many opportunities to return to the right choice.  He lets us make these bad choices because He wants us to be free – free to choose right or wrong but always seems to be there to help you pick up the broken pieces of our life, until we run out of time in this life.

I ended up going to the Orlando Emmaus Retreat.  It was an awesome experience I never will forget.  It’s a great spiritual model to recognize that we never walk alone.  You may be Cleopas or you may be the unnamed disciple, but Jesus will join you in your moments of despair and disappointment.  The encounter with Jesus on the road to Emmaus in Luke’s Gospel is so deep in love.  Not surprising when you think about it, Jesus is in it!

Always remember, it starts with two people walking.  Are they walking away from something or toward something?  When they left Jerusalem for Emmaus, were they confident enough with the stories that Jesus had risen and wanted to take the two hour walk home to share the news with their neighbors in the little town of Emmaus?

Or were they disappointed that His Body was stolen and hope has faded?  Did Luke forget the name of the other disciple who traveled with Cleopas or did he purposely allow us be able to, 2000 years later, place ourselves in that spot to console Cleopas?  Do we have moments where we feel like we are unnamed?  

There are no right or wrong answers, as in this particular corner of the jigsaw puzzle of Scripture.  The piece in your hand that not only fits in the spot also will complete the picture.  Why?  Because God enabled you to pick up that one puzzle piece when He knows He needs you to complete the picture.  

His plan is a wonderful Plan.  He knows each of us because since the beginning of time He knew you would be right to live today and would be receptive to the call He has for you!  He knows that you don’t mind being either Cleopas today or the unnamed disciple!  In either role, He knows that you have a shoulder to lean on, to cry over or you know how to use the shoulder of the named one who may be stronger, spiritually, emotionally or physically.  His wonderful plan also recognizes there are times when two or more are together, they may be wandering on the path and need Him to walk along side of them to guide them back.  

Unlike Cleopas, I will not share my walk details with you, but since my retreat in Orlando, I brought my oldest son John to Raymond’s retreat in Miami as I followed the retreat leader, Jorge, behind the scenes of a big men’s retreat.  It is so great to be the unnamed disciple in this case, having no apparent role, but to observe and do what I was asked when there was a need.  My son Andy also has attended an Emmaus Retreat, this one in Pittsburgh, Pa.  Where I have many true brothers in Christ whose desire to be humble will be here “The other disciple”.

So, when, in Luke’s Gospel, Cleopas and the other disciple met up, unknowingly, with Jesus on the road to Emmaus and He opened up the scriptures to them, what did they discuss in this seven-mile walk?  Everything is possible with God, but Luke doesn’t describe a lightning bolt hitting them infused with Scripture, so what would Jesus have done with this two-hour talk?

You will see in this book what I believe they did and talked about.  Remember that God always was and always will be.  He is all knowing and all loving.  He is the author of all life.  The enemy, satan, only knows what he sees and hears.  He is a great observer of what we do and where our weaknesses are.  He seeks a crack in the foundation of our life. 

Owning a home with a basement allows you to see this concept very clearly.  One thinks the concrete blocks or poured concrete form a good, solid foundation.  Of course, we allow dirt to be piled up on the outside and sometimes you get too busy with life and it rains and rains and rains.  Low spots form under those beautiful bushes where you don’t notice the rain tunneling it’s way to the outside of the concrete.  Repeated early freezes and then thaws (in my upstate NY neighborhood) begin a crack.  

There is something about wetness that multiplies crack propagation and before you know it, you have puddles on your basement floor in the spring when it rains.  This is exactly how the evil one works in our lives.  He is slow and methodical.  He looks for the homes with no or careless landscaping – where the dirt invites the rain to follow the slope down toward the weak structure.  He doesn’t bother with the ones with proper drainage away from the house.

The evil one can’t see the future; he can only see the patterns of the past and guess his next move.  But God is not bound by time.  He knows what mistake we are about to make and changes the scenario somehow to preserve our freedom to choose the wrong path, but will take delight if we choose the right path!  

When He died on the cross, the evil one believes he won.  He got all the chief priests, Judas, and many others to choose the path to kill Jesus, but Jesus chose to come here on Earth at that specific time knowing that many people went to sleep asking for forgiveness for allowing evil into their lives and needed forgiveness.  He knew that I would choose evil yesterday, maybe weeks ago also, maybe years ago, and needed to know that I could be released from the bondage of sin and that the fear of death would be replaced with the joy of death, knowing that God loved me so much, He sent His only Son to die a sacrificial death to erase the stain of sins repented.   

I believe that Jesus made the following items from Scripture very understandable to Cleopas and the other disciple:

	The Incarnation: Jesus is the Son of God who took on human form. By becoming fully human while remaining fully divine, Jesus entered into the brokenness of the world to offer salvation and redemption. This act challenged the power of evil and darkness.

	Temptation and Victory: Prior to His public ministry, Jesus experienced temptation in the wilderness, where the devil attempted to exploit His vulnerability. However, Jesus resisted the temptations and emerged victorious, demonstrating His power over evil.

	Teaching and Miracles: Throughout His ministry, Jesus taught about God's kingdom, emphasizing love, compassion, and forgiveness. He performed miracles, healing the sick, casting out demons, and even raising the dead. These acts demonstrated God's power over evil and brought hope to those who were suffering.

	Crucifixion and Resurrection: Jesus' crucifixion and subsequent resurrection are central to the Christian faith. Although the crucifixion appeared to be a victory for evil, it ultimately led to the defeat of death and sin. Jesus' resurrection showed His triumph over evil and opened the way for eternal life for all who believe in Him.


Specific details about Jesus' movements leading up to His crucifixion, such as going to Bethany, Jericho, back to Bethany and then to Jerusalem, riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, all immensely hold symbolic significance in Christian tradition as well as gives people the opportunity to choose sides as well as taunts the evil one.  I can only imagine how satan sees them prepare to go to Jerusalem, then goes way off course to Jericho.  Ah, Jesus must be nervous; maybe he doesn’t want to die for those sinful people after all!

Then He leaves Jericho and ends up back in Bethany!  Satan must have really loved that he was so close to winning!  Then he sees Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, which is often seen as a fulfillment of prophecy and a representation of humility and peace, but he knows that the Chief Priests were already jealous about Jesus – and now he declares himself a king!  We got him now, right?  But Jesus has this all planned.  He let the evil ones who continue to desire evil to continue to do evil to complete his objectives, not the objectives of the evil one.  

In His omniscience and love, God has a plan to counter the schemes of all evil and bring about redemption. Through Jesus' life, death, and resurrection, the power of evil is ultimately overcome, and humanity is offered the opportunity to choose the path of goodness, love, and salvation.

Yes, if you are, or want to become people of faith, believe that God continues to work in the world today.  He continues guiding and intervening in various ways to counteract the plans of evil. Perceive these instances as "God-Incidences" or divine interventions, where seemingly coincidental events align to produce positive outcomes or prevent potential harm.

The belief in God's providence and His involvement in human affairs is deeply rooted in religious traditions, but is obvious to those who accept God. While individuals may interpret and experience these interventions differently, many find comfort and affirmation in perceiving these events as signs of God's presence and care.

All we have to do is to know that He is guiding researchers to discover cures for diseases or orchestrating timely interventions to prevent accidents.  Believe in divine guidance and providence! These occurrences are often seen as evidence of God's love, protection, and desire to bring about good in the world.

Ultimately, when we take our
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