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      “The book fair, Daddy! It’s in the library! And I have thirteen points!”

      Ozzie was bouncing on his feet and tugging my hand hard enough that I stumbled across the carpet of his classroom as I was reaching for his jacket.

      “Whoa, Oz!” I laughed, catching my footing and ruffling his red curls.

      Ozzie pouted, even leaning forward to intensify the effect. “Please, Dad! We have to hurry! They’ll take all my Paws on a Farm books!”

      I smiled. One of my greatest accomplishments had to be nurturing Ozzie’s love for reading in a way that led him to be this passionate about it.

      Well, I have to begrudgingly admit that the new librarian the school hired, Mr. Miles, had massively helped this year. He’d established a points system like I remember doing at Ozzie’s age, where each book earns you a point and you can redeem the points for rewards.

      Now, today was the day of the spring book fair in the library, and four points bought a book at Ozzie’s grade level. So he’d earned three. And Ozzie would be damned if his favorite series was claimed because I dragged my feet.

      “Okay, okay.” I chuckled. “Can you carry your backpack for me?”

      Ozzie nodded and turned so I could slip it over his outstretched arms to settle on his shoulders. Then I grabbed his jacket and lunchbox, accepted his impatiently outstretched hand, and let him lead me out of the classroom and down the hall toward the school library.

      Yeah, Mr. Miles must have frequented the same school book fairs that I had, because the stacks of books covering every available surface of the tables by the entrance were crammed full—some precariously balanced on the corners, which was just asking for it in a school of 5-12 year olds, if you asked me.

      The cardboard banners lined the door and bookshelves, and smaller, handmade signs were taped to the table edges to signal which books were in each grade level, then broken down further into point values so that kids and parents would have an easier time.

      I was privately thankful for this. Math was never my strong suit.

      Ozzie dragged me immediately to the left wall and halfway down the tables, where he leaned onto his toes and grabbed a book with a bright yellow duck sharing a straw nest with some chickens in a pig trough.

      “This one!” Ozzie declares, handing it to me to carry.

      I took it, of course. What else is a parent good for if not for being their child’s shopping cart, along with personal chef, chauffeur, and bath-giver?

      “Ozzie!” came a new voice. 

      I spun around to see a tall man in a mustard yellow vest, wide-bottomed pants, and wire-rimmed glasses with a decorative chain dangling from each corner of the frames. He was tan, with dyed platinum hair and dark eyes, tufts of hair sticking into his face and around his glasses. 

      “Mr. Miles!” Ozzie cheered, running up to the man and hugging him when he crouched to accept him into his arms.

      I felt my jaw drop and my eyes widen. 

      Was this guy some kind of book fairy? He certainly looked the part. It was like he belonged in a movie. 

      When they separated, Ozzie held his hand out to me. “Mr. Miles, I’m shopping for books with my points. I got another Paws on a Farm book; this one has the chickens in it.”

      I handed him the book, and he whirled back around to show Mr. Miles, who was still crouching beside him, oohing and ahhing at the appropriate times for Ozzie’s impromptu show and tell. 

      “I’m, uh-Ozzie?” I cleared my throat, making both of them look my way. “Do you want to introduce us?”

      Ozzie beamed. “Mr. Miles, this is my daddy. Daddy, this is Mr. Miles.”

      Mr. Miles stood, and I swore his eyes dropped to a slow scan of my body. 

      I suddenly felt underdressed. I was wearing jeans and a button-up for work, but next to Mr. Miles’ costumey clothes and glowing presence, I felt underwhelming. 

      “Hi, Mr. Miles.” I laughed, determined not to let him see through my facade as I extended my hand to shake his. 

      “Please, just Miles is fine, Daddy,” Miles purred, eyes sparking with mischief and lighting what I knew was a blush across my cheeks. He took my hand, but instead of shaking
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