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  Magnus Carlsen

  Have you always wanted to play chess like a World Champion? This tactics training book gives you the opportunity to make the same winning moves as Carlsen did in his games. One hundred training exercises are offered here. You only have to find the move that Carlsen played! The puzzles start at a moderate level and gradually get more difficult. Can you be as sharp as the current World #1?

  Magnus Carlsen (1990) became World Chess Champion in 2013 by defeating Viswanathan Anand in a match with 6½-3½. In 2014 Carlsen defended his title by beating the Indian again: 6½-4½. In the same year the Norwegian claimed both the World Blitz and the World Rapid titles, which made him the first player in history simultaneously holding the world title in three different disciplines. However, this was certainly not the first milestone in Carlsen's career. On January 2010 Carlsen became the youngest ever chess player to claim the first spot in the World Rankings and in January 2013 he broke Garry Kasparov's rating record. Furthermore, the G-Star Raw model has won 23 super-tournaments already. His latest victories were in the Tata Steel Chess and the Grenke Chess Classic tournaments in 2015.

  Garry Kasparov, who coached Carlsen in the past and was his advisor for the match with Anand in 2014, said in 2013 that 'Carlsen is a combination of Karpov and Fischer. He gets his positions, then never lets go of that bulldog bite. Exhausting for opponents'.
Another ex-World Champion, Vladimir Kramnik, praised Carlsen for his 'excellent physical shape', which enables him to play long games. Carlsen's fabulous endgame technique and his ability to maximize his opponents' chances to commit inaccuracies are without doubt key reasons for his success. Or, as he puts it: 'I am trying to beat the guy sitting across from me and trying to choose the moves that are most unpleasant for him and his style'.


  
    Excercise 1
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 1

  

  
    [image:  ]
  

  
    Magnus Carlsen (2868) - Peter Svidler (2769)
         

    Stavanger Norway Masters blitz 2013

  

  
    46.♖c6+!
  


  
    Excercise 2
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 2
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    Magnus Carlsen (2646) - Loek van Wely (2655)
         

    Schagen blitz 2006

  

  
    64.♘f8+
  


  
    Excercise 3
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 3
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    Magnus Carlsen (2881) - Fabiano Caruana (2791)
         

    Flor & Fjaere Norway Blitz 2014

  

  
    11.♗xa6!
  


  
    Excercise 4
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 4
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    Magnus Carlsen (2881) - S. Mamedyarov (2743)
         

    Dubai FIDE World Blitz 2014

  

  
    27.♕xe6!
  


  
    Excercise 5
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 5
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    Magnus Carlsen (2714) - Judit Polgar (2708)
         

    Bilbao World Cup blindfold 2007

  

  
    26.♕f6+! ♔h7 27.♘f5
                                                                         27.♘f5 ♖g8 28.♕xh6# 

  


  
    Excercise 6
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 6
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    Magnus Carlsen (2385) - Hans Krogh Harestad (2249)
         

    Copenhagen Politiken Cup 2003

  

  
    36.♕xg5+! fxg5 37.♖f7+ ♔xh6
                                                                         37...♔h8 38.♖xh7# 

 38.♖xh7#
  


  
    Excercise 7

  

  
    [image:  ]
    White to move

  


  
    Solution 7
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    Magnus Carlsen (2872) - Viswanathan Anand (2773)
         

    Zurich blitz 2014

  

  
    21.♘e8+!
                                                                         21.♘e8+ ♔g8 22.♕h8+ ♔xh8 23.♖xf8# 

  


  
    Excercise 8
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 8
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    Magnus Carlsen (2863) - Viswanathan Anand (2792)
         

    Sochi world championship 2014

  

  
    35.♕b7!
  


  Hopefully you have enjoyed the magnificent tactics of chess World Champion Magnus Carlsen. 

  
Please let other chess players know about this collection of exercises and rate the book. 

  
You can develop your chess with our other books as well. New In Chess has published dozens of chess books on opening theory, middlegame strategy and endgame practice. Please visit our website www.newinchess.com to find out which titles might best suit your style.

  
New In Chess magazine is read by club players in 116 countries. The magazine is published 8 times a year and has regular contributions from all the world's best players like Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Levon Aronian, Vishy Anand, Hikaru Nakamura,Veselin Topalov,Fabiano Caruana, Alexander Grischuk, Hou Yifan and Judit Polgar. 

  
The Dutch super GM's Anish Giri and Jan Timman are contributing editor and senior editor respectively.
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