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To my brothers and sisters,
 Tom, Margaret, Pete, Rich, Dave,
 and Nancy. All members of the
 Red Sox Nation.

                                                  F.B.




To my grandpa, Ernie, for his
 love of the game, and to Tina for
 encouraging me to “hit this one
 out of the ballpark”

                                                   C.S.P.




Much of the information about Ted Williams and his famous 1941 season came from the books Ted Williams: A Baseball Life, by Michael Seidel, and Ted Williams: The Biography of an American Hero, by Leigh Montville.




The author thanks Jim Gates and the staff of the National Baseball Hall of Fame library for their help in researching the photographs. The author especially thanks his son, Liam Bowen, for the research he did on this project while he was a Frank and Peggy Steele intern at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum.
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The artist, CHUCK PYLE,
dressed in a baseball uniform,
bears a striking resemblance
to his subject as he poses for
the last picture in the book.




Chuck S.Pyle
ILLUSTRATOR / BODY DOUBLE
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H itting a baseball is the single most difficult thing to do in sports.”

Ted Williams said that. And Ted Williams was one of the  greatest major-league hitters of all time.

Ted was tall and lean with a strong, smooth swing. With just a flick of the bat, he could hit home runs as far as anyone had ever seen. And he had an eagle eye for telling a good pitch from a bad one, so he didn’t swing at bad ones.
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Ted grew up in San Diego, California, in the 1930s. At that time, many people in the country were poor, and Ted’s family was poorer than most. But in one way, Ted was lucky. From the time he was young, he knew exactly what he wanted to be. “My dream was to walk down the street and have people say, ‘There goes Ted Williams, the greatest hitter who ever lived.’”

Some nights, sitting alone, Ted would stare into the night sky and wish upon a shooting star to be the best hitter he could be.







[image: ]

Ted did more than sit and wish. He played lots of baseball in the California sunshine. Ted loved to play baseball. But most of all, Ted loved to hit. He raced to school every morning so that he could be the first to hit in the schoolyard pickup games. After school, he dashed around the corner to the North Park playground so he could practice hitting.
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Oh, how Ted loved to hit. He swung the bat so many times that blisters popped up like mushrooms on his hands. Then the blisters grew into hard, ugly calluses across his palms.

Ted did not mind. He knew there was no easy way to become the greatest hitter who ever lived. No easy way to do the single most difficult thing in sports: to hit a round ball with a round bat.
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