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	Here in this book of mine

	I will give a painful story  

	From that disaster experienced

	For the dear Gaucho people  

	

	With the heavy rains

	That caused many deaths

	Who had their first

	Alarming records  

	

	At the end of April 2024

	With risk alerts

	From the heat wave in the center

	From this turbulent country  

	

	That channeled moisture

	To the south, without mercy  

	A tragedy of this magnitude

	It demands an attitude from us  

	

	It's not just a natural accident

	Or so little casual

	As some want to do

	May you come to believe

	

	But unfortunately they are

	Consequence of a bad model

	Current economic development

	That for the planet will be fatal

	The political-institutional process

	And the form of irrational exploitation

	

	From nature's resources

	Explored for sure  

	For a voracious humanity

	Always wanting to make more profit

	

	All the money in the world

	Will we take it to the grave?

	The planet will charge us

	And then there's no point in crying

	Who ”peleia” is not dead - Floods in RS in 2024.

	Não está morto quem peleia - Enchentes no RS em 2024.
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	  I live in the Hípica neighborhood, in the south zone of Porto Alegre and on the afternoon of Thursday, April 27, 2024, I called my boss on his cell phone, informing him that I would not be working that night, because the water from the rain was already invading the homes close to mine. 

	

	  Minutes later, I was left without electricity and running water, and those who could went to a relative's house. I stayed at home praying, praying….

	

	    The floods in Rio Grande do Sul were caused by heavy rains that began to hit the state at the end of April 2024, lasting until May.

	

	    Because of this, several watercourses and Lake Guaiba had their levels increased beyond the flood level, spilling over into adjacent areas, which includes the municipalities they supply.  

	

	    441 cities were affected, which represents 95% of municipalities in Rio Grande do Sul. Millions of people were affected, with 600,000 people left homeless and 179 deaths, in addition to dozens of people missing.
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	        May 7th - Drone images show a plane in the middle of flooding at Salgado Filho International Airport, in Porto Alegre.
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	                   May 7th - Amusement park was taken over by water in Canoas (RS).
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	     May 6th - Inter Stadium, in Beira-Rio, was flooded, as was the Grêmio Arena.                     
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	      1- Eduardo Leite.

	    Eduardo Figueiredo Cavalheiro Leite, was born in the state of Rio Grande do Sul in the city of Pelotas, on March 10, 1985, he is a law graduate and Brazilian politician. Affiliated to the Brazilian Social Democracy Party (PSDB), he is the current governor of Rio Grande do Sul, a position he held between 2019 and 2022, and again from 2023. Previously, he was mayor of Pelotas from 2013 to 2017, the city where He was also a counselor.

	
	   There was no delay, says Leite about evacuations during floods in Rio Grande do Sul.  

	      Governor Eduardo Leite spoke to BBC News Brasil about the flood situation.  

	      Report published on May 17, 2024.

	
	    In the midst of the biggest climate disaster in the history of Rio Grande do Sul, the state governor, Eduardo Leite, denied, in an interview with BBC News Brasil, that he had delayed asking for the evacuation of people who lived in risk areas subject to the floods that affected more than 92% of municipalities in Rio Grande do Sul.  

	
	  “There was no delay,” said the governor. In charge of the Rio Grande do Sul government since 2019 - with a brief interruption in 2022 - Eduardo Leite is facing the third climate crisis caused by intense rains in the last two years.  

	
	  So far, 155 deaths have been reported, almost 100 people missing and material damage estimated at tens of billions of reais due to the rains that began at the end of April.    

	
	  Eduardo Leite received the BBC News Brasil report in the improvised office, set up in a safe area of the capital (Porto Alegre), because the State government's Administrative Center, located in the Praia de Belas neighborhood, was hit by floods.

	
	  From inside the temporary office it was possible to hear the noise of saws, hammers and wheelbarrows pulled by workers trying to adapt the new installations.  

	
	  In the interview given to BBC News Brasil, Eduardo Leite reiterated that there was no slowness in the order to evacuate people who lived in regions prone to flooding even in the face of meteorological warnings indicating that there was a probability, on April 30th, of a sudden rise in the level of rivers in the State.  

	
	    On his social networks, Eduardo Leite only began asking for the evacuation of residents of Vale do Taquari, one of the most affected regions, on May 1st. Despite having created a scientific committee to help the State in the reconstruction process, he hinted that Science will not have the final say in this effort.  

	
	    “I have no doubt that we will have conflicts to be arbitrated.” he said. Eduardo Leite also defended his environmental policy, criticized by academics and non-governmental organizations due to more than 400 changes to state legislation on the subject.    

	
	    The governor also said he trusted the federal government's “good intention” in relation to the amounts announced for the reconstruction of the State, initially estimated at R$50 billion.

	
	    The Lula government announced a series of relief measures for Rio Grande do Sul, including the suspension of payment of the State's debt for three years and direct aid to families.  Analysis by BBC News Brasil showed that official communication has overestimated the billions sent, considering the credit lines subsidized by management as federal investments.  

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   How has this tragedy changed your routine? How many hours, for example, have you slept since this tragedy began?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   On April 29th, we were informed by the situation room that we had a forecast of intense rains in the following days, with the possibility of a hydrological response, that is, a rise in river levels in critical areas of the State and we issue the alerts

	  [...] there, we decided to make a public notice saying that we declared that it would bring many problems to the State.

	
	    The following day, the 30th, we noticed a worsening of this situation. I then report to the federal bodies, the ministries, the Armed Forces, asking for support to carry out rescues that, we have already projected, would be on a large scale [...]

	
	    The days that followed were especially hard and tense because they involved the rise in river levels, the need for rescues in different locations and there is no time to do that. So, the nights sleep there were especially short. I can't even say how many hours. I would say two or three hours [per night] interrupted by phone calls.

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   On April 29th, you used your social networks to warn about the arrival of the rains. On the 30th, Cemaden (National Center for Natural Disaster Monitoring and Alerts) sent an alert that there was a high probability of intense rain in the State.  

	
	    On the 30th, you did a live broadcast, but did not mention the term evacuation. Only on May 1st, when there had already been at least 10 deaths, did you ask for evacuation in the Vale do Taquari region. Why did it take you from April 29th to May 1st to request evacuation?  
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	 Eduardo Leite -   There was no delay. We made the warnings and we said precisely: "There will be a rise in river levels”; “Leave the risk areas”. [....] I don't remember now the terms that were used in the warnings we made.  

	
	    But, we are responsible for disseminating this information here to the Civil Defense of the municipalities, which also does a lot of work to remove people from risk areas [...] Everything that was reported to me by our Room team of Situation, I took it upon myself to make it public immediately, under the terms given to me [...]

	
	    After the game has been played, it is easy to say: “Ah, it went up so much… I could have done this, I could have done that”. In that condition that we had, with that information, measures were adopted according to what was observed.

	
	  BBC News Brazil -   In September 2023, you had experienced here in Rio Grande do Sul a situation that is not on the same scale, but equally tragic [editor's note: That month, rains hit the state and led to death 54 people]. Do you in any way feel responsible or regret not having given the evacuation alert sooner?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   We gave warnings. We have been talking since the 29th. It is recorded, “Leave the risk areas”; “We will have heavy rains”; “It is important for everyone to be on alert” [...] We have been working on this, we have even hired new meteorological radars, which are arriving so that the State can have a better reading of the climate situation [...] the alerts at the level of information that allowed us to give.                                        

	
	BBC News Brasil -   Wouldn't it be the case, on the 29th, to request the evacuation of people in extremely affected regions, such as Taquari, which had already been affected in September 2023?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   But this was forwarded together with the communities' Civil Defense structures. So we were warned. [...] The regions were alerted and the municipalities began to evacuate families from these locations. And as we observed a worsening, these actions intensified.

	
	  For me, it is clear that the State needs to reinforce its structures. We are working on the logic of seeking to reinforce the structures to have the greatest possible accuracy of this meteorological forecast and the hydrological response that will be had in each of the rivers [...]

	
	    We do not yet have a need for this system that allows me to say: "In this river, in this location, it will rise to such a level, (we will have) such a hydrodynamic response". This is what we are pursuing to have the best of systems.
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	       May 5th - Street completely flooded by floods in Canoas, RS.

	
	
	BBC News Brasil –   You said that the forecast would not indicate that it would rise quickly, but the warning made by Cemaden on the 30th [of April] specifically mentioned that there would be a sudden rise in the rivers in several regions, including mentioning by name the Taquari river. There are already more than 150 dead. In your assessment, did the government fail to provide warnings to the extent necessary for people to leave the areas?

	
	Eduardo Leite -   The alerts were given. We issued these alerts, so much so that in many locations where there were many more deaths last year, these deaths have not occurred again. All this because alerts were issued. The mayors, with their Civil Defense structures, removed many people from risk areas, avoiding many deaths.  

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   What do you think caused this tragedy to reach such a significant number of deaths?

	
	Eduardo Leite -   It (tragedy) is much bigger than anything we have seen in the past. People deal with the reality they know. A situation like this has never happened, for this generation or even for the generation that preceded us.  

	
	The volume of rain was an “exceptional” 700 millimeters in some locations in five days [...]          

	
	It is absurdly disproportionate to any reality that has ever been experienced in the past. No matter how much we issue warnings, people live with a notion of reality based on what people have experienced.

	
	    BB  C News Brasil –   In your opinion, did people not take the warnings seriously?

	
	Eduardo Leite -   No. I think the warnings that were issued were issued, but the entire reaction of people, from civil society and perhaps to some extent, from the public sector itself, taking into account the worst experiences already had and the The worst experiences ever had by everyone were those in Vale do Taquari, last year [...]

	
	At least what had been brought to me was not projected any further in advance than what it would become.

	
	BBC News Brasil -   Since the beginning of the worsening of this crisis, there has been a lot of criticism not only of the state government, but also of the Federal Government, indicating that the authorities, in general, would not be up to this challenge.

	
	    Eduardo Leite -   We can also talk about the compliments, I have received many compliments myself.

	
	  BBC News Brasil –   Would you like to talk, first, about the criticism?

	
	    Eduardo Leite -   Naturally, criticism makes much more sense for an interview than talking about praise. I am absolutely aware that I am not the owner of the truth, that we always have to improve on many fronts. I do the best I can with the greatest effort possible, mobilizing a network of public servants and civil society to meet the needs of our population.

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   The State of Rio Grande do Sul is frequently affected by extreme weather events. In 2022, for example, you had the biggest drought in the last 70 years and now a sequence of events and floods. However, only last year did your government create a scientific committee to deal with adaptation and resilience, and this committee has not yet been effectively implemented. Why this delay in calling Science into this debate?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   But this is being implemented. This committee has already met. Last year, we created a program called Climate 2050. The State has a series of actions linked to the climate issue [...] We set up a climate crisis office and structured a scientific committee. He has already had his first meetings. We will reinforce this cabinet now to support us in these actions that lie ahead.

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   You have been governor since 2019. Science already says that the planet will suffer from the effects of climate change for much longer than that. Why create this committee just now?

	
	 Eduardo Leite -   If everything could be resolved in a short time, the terms of office would not be four years. It would be four days. You would leave the government doing absolutely everything in the first week everything was resolved.

	
	      Just as in the face of new challenges, the government is dynamic, we identify that we will take new actions that can reinforce the government's ability to provide answers, because we have them. Remember this too.

	
	  It is a State that had the fiscal crisis, that had the pandemic in the middle, that had other challenges to be addressed throughout this process in the last five years.

	
	      The State having created a scientific committee now to support climate action does not mean that it was inert before that.

	
	      BBC News Brasil -   Will Science have the final say in the reconstruction of Rio Grande do Sul?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   He will play a fundamental role. We are even putting in place a management committee and, at the highest level, a civil society mobilization council and, to an equivalent degree, a scientific committee, which we will call on academia to provide support. Because, in Science there are divergences.

	
	  Science also has theses and studies that delve into one topic or another that indicate a certain path, with divergences among scientists as well.  So, this committee is supposed to be diverse, but with a technical structure, participation from academia, we want a robust committee to be able to indicate priority actions.

	
	    BBC News Brasil -   So Science won't have the final say?

	
	  Eduardo Leite -   There is a Science that studies the behavior of the environment. There is political science itself. What is society's ability to adapt? What is the willingness of human beings in a social group to press a button and completely change the way it is organized overnight? I have no doubt that we will have conflicts to be arbitrated.  This is a big challenge that has to be considered [...]

	
	    I'm not talking about big businesspeople here. I'm talking about wage earners who live, for example, from the exploitation of the coal economy. It is obvious from scientific studies that this activity needs to be deactivated.  

	
	    But you don't take it and tell people: "It's over! Nothing is produced from coal here anymore." You have to do a migration [...]

	
	  If there is no offer of an alternative economic path for communities that live and have their income associated with sectors that end up, unfortunately, contributing to climate change...  

	
	    If we don't offer an alternative path, it is an illusion that we can simply prohibit this.

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   Your government has been criticized by environmentalists for a series of changes that were made to state environmental legislation.  

	
	    You mention that it is not enough to say this, that it is necessary to qualify what these changes are. One of them is a law that was sanctioned by you, which allows the construction of dams in permanent preservation areas.  

	
	    The other is a decree converted into law in his government that facilitated the process of plant suppression in southern fields. Why were these measures taken?

	
	    Eduardo Leite -   Dams in conservation areas are permitted by Federal Law, whether for human supply or for energy generation.  

	
	      [The] Belo Monte hydroelectric plant is an example. It was a dam made to generate energy with a huge impact on a conservation area in the North of the country.

	
	    What this state legislation did, based on a proposal from a deputy in the Legislative Assembly, was to say that just as dams can be built for energy generation and human consumption in conservation areas, it is also possible to build dams in conservation areas for irrigation for food production [...] The law does not allow general [...]

	
	  This issue of suppressing certain [native] vegetation is also subject to federal legislation. There is a forestry code in Brazil and what we did in Rio Grande do Sul was compatibility with national legislation, but, as I said, we have absolute peace of mind to carry out discussions.

	
	    What this state legislation did, based on a proposal from a deputy in the Legislative Assembly, was to say that just as dams can be built for energy generation and human consumption in conservation areas, it is also possible to build dams in conservation areas for irrigation for food production [...] The law does not allow general [...]

	
	
	
	                                [image: Image]

	
	
	  BBC News Brasil -   The federal government announced an initial package of R$50 billion for the reconstruction of the State of Rio do Sul [an analysis by BBC News Brasil showed that the numbers were announced in an 'inflated' manner]. You have already given recent interviews saying that this is not the case. What is your assessment of the package?

	
	 Eduardo Leite -   My role is also to clarify so that people don't get frustrated in relation to announcements that are made. I am not going to classify what the government's intention is or any difficulties in communicating more clearly about these numbers. But my role is also to enlighten Rio Grande do Sul society.

	
	    When I see people saying, look, the Federal Government is already sending R$50 billion, I say it's not for the State. There is a good part which is the opening of credit lines [...] If not, it is an announcement that will not be perfected afterwards [...] I trust that this will be made possible and in the good intentions of the Federal Government.

	
	  BBC News Brasil -   The waters are receding and so far there have been more than 150 deaths. And do you fear that the receding waters will reveal more deaths?

	
	 Eduardo Leite -   We have some missing. Many have not been located, others are reported [found] in such a way that it is not yet possible to imagine the number [of deaths] that this could cover. Either way, the number we have is already impressive. It's shocking.

	
	  Rio Grande do Sul's soul is very hurt by what happened [...] When the waters recede, we will be able to see better what happened. In fact, with [possibly] more lives [lost] than one could have. Each one of them hurts a lot, without a doubt.

	
	BBC News Brasil –   There are already reports of

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Saturday, April 27th: first storm.



	
	
	
	● Sunday, April 28: impacts.



	
	
	
	● Monday, April 29: rain intensifies.



	
	
	
	● Tuesday, April 30: first deaths.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Wednesday, May 1st: woman is swept away by current.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Thursday, May 2nd: historic floods.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Friday, May 3: Chaos em Porto Alegre.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Saturday, May 4th: greatest tragedy in history.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Sunday, May 5th: Guaiba level rising.



	
	
	
	
	
	● Monday, May 6th: water invades neighborhoods in the Center of the Capital.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Wednesday, May 8: floods reach the south of the state.



	
	
	
	● Thursday, May 9: rescue of the horse Caramelo.



	
	
	
	
	
	● Wednesday, May 15th: low water in Vale do Taquari.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	● Thursday, May 16th: low water in Porto Alegre.



	
	
	
	
	
	● Sunday, May 19th: withdrawals.



	
	
	
	
	
	● Monday, May 20: 1st death from leptospirosis.



	
	
	
	● Friday, May 29th: a month of tragedy.
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