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INTRODUCTION

“OH, BRILLIANT!”

After 55 years of TV adventures, the Doctor is beginning an exciting new chapter – in her first female incarnation.

We felt this was the perfect opportunity to celebrate the brilliant women who’ve appeared in Doctor Who over the years – because there are so many! There are the many companions who have travelled in the TARDIS – from Amy Pond, who travelled with the Doctor for longer than anyone else, to Zoe Heriot whose brilliance at maths once destroyed a whole Cyberman space fleet.

Then there are the real, historical figures the Doctor has encountered, such as the writer Agatha Christie, the Queen Nefertiti, and Locusta, court poisoner to the Roman Emperor.

We’ve also included many lesser known women from the Doctor’s adventures, whose perspectives cast surprising new light on events in TV stories; women who’ve tackled feminist issues directly; and those who’ve demonstrated rather than spelled out their independence and agency.

We’ve had fun, lively arguments about who should be included, because the truth is, from the very beginning, the series has offered us compelling role models: intelligent women eager to investigate strange goings on, whatever the danger. There are simply too many brilliant, extraordinary women in Doctor Who but we’ve managed to whittle it down to our favourites.

They’re not all saintly, or kind, or even on the Doctor’s side – there are some spectacular female villains in our collection – but even the most timid of companions constantly ask questions, challenging the Doctor to explain, justify, and do better …

Each woman we’ve chosen is accompanied by new artwork, and we’ve encouraged our amazing illustrators to be creative and bold – allowing some artistic licence where we thought that was fun. We hope this offers new insights into the lives of these women, during and beyond those times they knew the Doctor.

And we hope this book will inspire you – to revisit adventures from these women’s point of view, to write about and draw your favourite characters, and to embrace the thrilling era of the Thirteenth Doctor …

CHRISTEL AND SIMON
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ACE (DOROTHY)

PLAYED BY Sophie Aldred

OCCUPATION Streetwise teenager, explosives expert

FIRST APPEARANCE Dragonfire (1987)

ONCE UPON A TIME, a girl created a time storm in her bedroom that swept her away to another planet.

Ace was a teenage girl from 1980s London – Perivale to be precise. She was fascinated by chemistry – even though she failed the O-level exam – and converted aerosol cans into her own brand of explosive, Nitro-9. Inevitably her exploits would often land her in trouble; she was expelled from school for blowing up the art room, and she burned down a spooky, deserted house in a fit of anger. None of this improved her relationship with her mother, which was difficult at best.

Ace worked at a till in a supermarket until a chemistry experiment in her bedroom went terribly wrong and – almost as if fate had decreed she would meet the Doctor – she found herself transported to Iceworld on the planet Svartos. There she worked as a waitress, where she met the Doctor and Melanie Bush, and bravely helped them battle the cold, cruel Kane. Afterwards, when Mel decided to leave the TARDIS, Ace was invited on board.

Alongside the Doctor – or “professor” as she liked to call him – Ace found a passion and a talent for battling injustice and prejudice, as well as more tangible monsters, wherever they landed. A strong improviser, she would fight fearlessly with whatever was to hand, memorably taking on the Doctor’s archenemies, the Daleks, with a baseball bat, and bringing down a troop of Cybermen with nothing more than a catapult and a bag of gold coins!

It wasn’t just that she was good at destroying things. Open and unprejudiced, Ace wore her heart on her sleeve. She formed close attachments with others whenever she went, from part-time werewolves to future Earth colonists. Likewise, if people disappointed her she would be swift to let them know.

As Ace travelled with the Doctor, she was growing up. She was also starting to question him – and the secrets of his past. But it was her own past the Doctor was keen to explore.
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WHEN THE TARDIS LANDED in a spooky house in 1883 – the same building that the younger Ace was to burn down a hundred years in the future – she was furious that the Doctor had brought her here without warning. But in helping him solve the mystery of what had happened to leave an aura of such evil in the place, she exorcised the ghosts of her past.

Ace’s darkest moments came when the TARDIS arrived in a military base in Northumbria during World War II. Without telling her, the Doctor had laid an elaborate trap for a powerful entity called Fenric; the same force responsible for the time storm that had whisked Ace away to Svartos. Ace was one of Fenric’s “wolves”, individuals whose lives he controlled with the ultimate aim of engineering his freedom and destroying the Doctor. While on the base, Ace met a baby that was also one of the wolves, a baby she felt a deep connection to … a baby who would grow up to become her own mother! Rocked to the core, Ace received no comfort from the Doctor, who denounced her as an “emotional cripple” – a cruel gambit he was forced to make as part of his own plans to defeat Fenric.


“I felt like I could run forever, like I could smell the wind and feel the grass under my feet and just run forever.”


Though she and the Doctor reconciled, Ace felt a need to return home to reconnect with her old friends. But the reunion took place on a savage alien planet, where selected humans were prey for the Cheetah people. Worse, those who survived on the planet long enough would become Cheetah people themselves … and Ace soon numbered among them.

With the Doctor’s help, the girl who had rebelled for the whole of her life had to learn not to fight, to tame the wildness inside her and channel the powers of the Cheetah people to return her friends to Earth before the planet tore itself apart. Ace came to realise more than ever that home for her meant the TARDIS with the Doctor … and who knows how long their adventures together lasted.


ADA GILLYFLOWER

PLAYED BY Rachael Stirling

OCCUPATION Loyal daughter, experimental subject

FIRST APPEARANCE The Crimson Horror (2013)

THERE WAS ONCE A LONELY BLIND GIRL WHO FAITHFULLY SERVED HER MAMA.

Mama was a prize-winning chemist and mechanical engineer until she returned home to Yorkshire to start a factory, providing workers with homes and a community, set out on strictly moral terms.

To packed congregations, Mama railed against the “present moral decay and the coming apocalypse”, and nearby towns that were “all a-swarm with the wretched ruins of humanity.”

It seemed this righteous anger had been prompted by her daughter’s ruined eyesight. Mama claimed her late husband blinded Ada in a drunken rage, having seen the sin in her heart. Ada feared this meant she would not be among Mama’s chosen.

Mama’s new community offered salvation to the fittest and most beautiful. Mama had them preserved. She planned to flood the Earth with poison, kill imperfect humanity and start again.

However, the preservation process could go wrong, resulting in crimson-stained corpses. As a rule, these bodies were dumped in the canal, but one rejected specimen didn’t die. He lay twitching and mute – until the blind girl reached out her hand.

Ada provided her “Dear Monster” with food and kindness. If he was strong enough to survive rejection, maybe he’d been spared for a reason. And if this ruined man was worthy of salvation, then perhaps so was she.

But no, Mama made it clear that Ada was not to be saved. Worse, the now healed Dear Monster revealed that Ada had not been blinded by her father: Mama was responsible, experimenting on her own child to find a way to protect herself from the poison she’d soon release on the world.

The Dear Monster and his friends stopped Mama from unleashing her poison – but in the process, Mama was mortally wounded. “Forgive me,” the dying woman begged her daughter.

“Never,” Ada said. They were not so different after all.
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ADELAIDE BROOKE

PLAYED BY Lindsay Duncan

OCCUPATION Astronaut, pioneer

FIRST APPEARANCE The Waters of Mars (2009)

THERE WAS ONCE A GIRL WHOSE PARENTS DIED DURING A DALEK INVASION. One Dalek found her, cowering in her bedroom, but it didn’t fire. It simply went away. Somehow it sensed that Adelaide Brooke was someone special who would come to play a pivotal role in future history.

After that terrifying encounter, Adelaide had starlight in her soul. She knew she would follow the Dalek into space – not seeking revenge for the loss of her parents, simply to get out among the stars. Adelaide sacrificed everything to lead the first off-world colony to Mars, leaving her daughter and granddaughter behind on Earth. Her emotional detachment made her a severe and formidable leader.


“I don’t care who you are. The Time Lord Victorious is wrong.”


Her baby granddaughter would one day follow her out into space, piloting the first lightspeed ship to another star. But Adelaide’s granddaughter would be inspired by a tragedy, too, reaching out for the grandmother who had been killed with her crew in the destruction of the Mars colony they’d established.

Adelaide didn’t want to believe it. But when her crew discovered an alien life-form was transforming her crew into mutated killers and could some day contaminate Earth, she began the procedure that would destroy the base.

The Doctor felt he couldn’t turn his back on Adelaide and her crew. At the risk of all future history, he rescued those he could and took them back to Earth.

Adelaide didn’t thank him. She couldn’t bear to think her granddaughter might lose her future in space, or to hear the Doctor speak of his newfound power over time, of the “little people” he might save. She told him that it was wrong – and, rejecting a future that was not truly hers, took her own life.

In killing herself, she saved her granddaughter’s future. And perhaps, in a way, her actions saved the Doctor from himself.


AGATHA CHRISTIE

PLAYED BY Fenella Woolgar

OCCUPATION Novelist

FIRST APPEARANCE The Unicorn and the Wasp (2008)

THERE WAS ONCE A WRITER OF DETECTIVE STORIES who got caught up in a mystery of her own. In 1926, she vanished, soon after discovering that her husband had been having an affair. Her disappearance was big news, and more than a thousand police officers searched for her. Ten days later, she was found safe and well at a hotel, with no memory of what happened.

It seems that the Doctor met Agatha Christie the day she disappeared, at a country house where guests were – in real life – being murdered, one by one, as if in homage to her stories. Could Agatha help solve the case?

No, she protested. Reality was different from fiction. She didn’t think her stories were very good anyway.


“How like a man to have fun while there’s disaster all around him …”


Yet while plenty of people wrote detective stories, Agatha’s brilliant mind, her talent for plotting and an understanding of the world gave them something extra. She knew about people: their passions, hopes, despair and anger. All those tiny, huge things than could turn the most ordinary person into a killer.

The killer was no ordinary person, but a giant wasp-like creature from another world. The Doctor might never have uncovered the alien intruder without Agatha’s brilliant mind, for that mind was linked to the alien’s own. When it died, she collapsed and lost her memory of the day’s events. The Doctor dropped her off at the hotel where she would be found, putting history on its proper course.

Agatha went on to live a long and happy life, marrying again and continuing to write. If she was never sure that her books were any good, her readers thought otherwise; this best-selling novelist of all time was still being published 4,999,998,024 years after her death.
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AMELIA “AMY” JESSICA POND

PLAYED BY Caitlin Blackwood and Karen Gillan

OCCUPATION Kissogram, model, journalist and author

FIRST APPEARANCE The Eleventh Hour (2010)

THERE WAS ONCE A GIRL WHO DIDN’T WANT TO GROW UP.

When Amelia was seven, a spaceship crashed in her garden and out clambered a hungry Raggedy Doctor. She fed him fish fingers and custard.

Amelia wasn’t scared by the crashed spaceship or this strange man. But she was scared of the crack in her bedroom wall and the voices she heard through it at night. And there was something else … Something she couldn’t remember.

Before the Raggedy Doctor could solve this mystery, he had to dash to his spaceship – saying he’d be back in five minutes.

The girl waited. He didn’t return. Despite her claims, people thought she’d imagined him. Over the years, she started to think they might be right.

Twelve years later, the Raggedy Doctor turned up again at her house, still in his raggedy clothes. Amy said she didn’t believe it was him, but in truth she had never stopped dreaming of the magic man she knew would one day come back …


“Twelve years. And four psychiatrists!”


Again he disappeared, and again Amy waited. Two years later, on the eve of her wedding to her childhood friend Rory, he returned and this time he took her with him in his spaceship. They had many adventures.

They learned that the crack in her bedroom wall all those years ago was one of many cracks in time and space, which could swallow people up as if they’d never existed. The girl’s parents had been taken and she’d forgotten them. Then the man she’d been going to marry was lost, too.

The Raggedy Doctor helped to put things right and recover Amy’s loved ones in time for her wedding day. But in doing so, the Doctor was lost himself.

However, Amy had spent so much of her life waiting for him that she couldn’t forget. Her memories were so strong she was able to bring her Raggedy Doctor back from oblivion.

REFUSING TO CHOOSE BETWEEN the man she was going to marry and the Raggedy Doctor, she married Rory and continued to travel with the other. But the more she travelled back and forth through time and space, the more complex and mixed-up her life became. She had a child, and lost a child, then learned she’d known that child all along. The incredible events that she and her husband suffered in their travels took their toll. They almost split up.

After that, Amy and Rory travelled with the Doctor only sporadically. Amy achieved some fame as a model before becoming a travel writer. Her husband took a full-time job. Had a long-avoided ordinary life finally begun for them?

For a while it seemed they could have it both ways, stealing away from mundane reality to spend weeks in adventures, before returning to the moment they’d left.


“Who’s there? You watch it because I am armed and really dangerous, and … cross.”


But the end was to come after an encounter with Weeping Angels in Manhattan, over ten years since they’d first stepped aboard the TARDIS. In a graveyard in New York in 2012, a Weeping Angel sent Amy’s husband back in time to the 1930s. Amy wanted to pursue him in the TARDIS, but the Angels’ feeding frenzy had scrambled the timelines round New York. Going to fetch Rory in the TARDIS, and creating another paradox, would tear the city apart.

So Amy faced a terrible choice: abandon her husband and continue to travel with the Doctor, or let the Weeping Angel send her back in time to join Rory, where they would live their lives all in a straight line, locked into the past.

For Amy, who had lived the most uncertain and unpredictable of lives, there was never any contest. She chose to follow the man she’d loved for so much of her life.

She and her husband lived happily into old age – but they could never see the Doctor again.
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ANNE TRAVERS

PLAYED BY Tina Packer

OCCUPATION Scientist

FIRST APPEARANCE The Web of Fear (1968)

THERE WAS ONCE A BRILLIANT GIRL WHO DID BRILLIANT THINGS.

Anne’s early interest in science was kindled by her father, a “mad” professor who’d discovered an Abominable Snowman, or Yeti, in Tibet in 1935, and brought it back to England. Anne was one of the few people trusted with the truth, that this Yeti was a broken robot, formerly the servant of an alien entity: the Great Intelligence. Anne’s father sold the robot to a collector, keeping for himself the sphere that once powered it.

Anne, meanwhile, studied at a redbrick university, under a leading physicist and computer scientist who called her “brilliant.” That brilliance led her to work in America, but then her father called her urgently back to London. His tinkering had reactivated the control sphere, and it had taken command of the Yeti.

Within weeks, this Yeti and others like it had spread a deadly web through London. The population fled but Anne and her father worked with the military to defend the city – and the Earth.

Fiercely independent, Anne refused to be patronised by the soldiers. She had inherited her father’s distrust of journalists and could be suspicious of strangers. But she was also conscientious, diplomatic in her father’s antagonistic affairs and ready to admit when her suspicions were wrong. When the Great Intelligence took possession of her father, she insisted that his release be included in any bargain. And despite barely surviving a brutal Yeti attack, she bravely joined the Doctor in facing them again.

It was her scientific brilliance that ultimately thwarted the alien menace, as she understood and enhanced the Doctor’s design for a control unit that helped him take charge of the Yeti.

With the crisis passed, she returned to her work in America, taking her father with her.


ASHILDR / ME

PLAYED BY Maisie Williams

OCCUPATION Viking, queen, soldier, highwayman, mayor

FIRST APPEARANCE The Woman Who Lived (2015)

THERE WAS ONCE A GIRL WHO DIED.

Ashildr was a Viking but had always been different. She had a head full of stories she could tell very well. When the men of her village went out raiding or to battle, she’d try to find the right tale to keep them safe. Despite her strangeness, she was loved – and she loved her people.

When the Doctor and Clara Oswald came to her village, Ashildr discovered that the “man” claiming to be the Viking god Odin was really an alien who killed the strongest men of her village to drink their hormones. Horrified, she declared war on Odin and his warriors, although she knew there was no chance she could beat them.

Few of the remaining villagers had ever picked up a sword, but they were determined to fight and die with honour.

The Doctor had an idea and connected Ashildr to the aliens’ own technology, feeding directly into the helmets they wore, and then asked her to weave one of her stories. She concocted a tale in which a huge monster attacked Odin’s warriors – and the images were convincing. Clara recorded the warriors’ panic, and the Doctor threatened to share the recording widely throughout the cosmos, destroying their reputation as fierce warriors. The aliens retreated and the village was saved – but in the process, Ashildr had been used up like a battery, and she died.

The Doctor refused to let that be the end of her story. He reprogrammed an alien medical kit so it would repair her, and go on repairing her ever after. Now Ashildr would always live. The Doctor left a second medical kit with her so that, if she wished, she could choose someone with whom to share eternity.

It would never be that simple …

[image: ]
[image: ]
WHAT LIVES ASHILDR LIVED!

She was a medieval queen, a healer who cured a village of scarlet fever, a surgeon, scientist, inventor and composer. She even founded a leper colony.

Approaching 600 years old, she lived as a man and went to war. Her long life gave her time to master archery, and she played decisive roles in the battle of Agincourt and elsewhere in the Hundred Years War.

Her head could not contain the memories of so many lifetimes. By the age of 800, she marvelled at adventures described in her diaries that she otherwise couldn’t remember. She could not recall her father or the village she once died to save, or her original name. The person she’d become, she named, ‘Me’.


“Me is who I am now. No one’s mother, daughter, wife. My own companion. Singular. Unattached. Alone.”


Me became a highwayman – not because she needed money, but for the adventure. Yearning for new experiences, she plotted with an alien to escape to the stars, not caring that many people would suffer and die in the process, as they had such short lives anyway. The Doctor made her think again. She saved lives – and vowed to help others who, like her, were left behind in his wake.

Just before Me’s 1,000th birthday, she found a hidden street in London full of alien refugees. She took charge, making the haven a stronghold by imposing strict rules, with the death penalty for those who broke them. She was soon mayor of the street.

Some 200 years later, to preserve this backwater home, Me agreed to trap the Doctor and deliver him to his own people. She didn’t mean for poor Clara to die in the process, and felt real sorrow and regret …

Unable to die, Me lived on for billions of years, to the last hours of the universe. By then, she knew so much about the Doctor and his past and secrets. She guided him in his grief at losing Clara and helped him to forget her.

But Me didn’t forget – and Clara wasn’t quite dead. They would explore the stars together.
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